








eee | 





— 











a 




















A 


























VIDEO! |MUSIC 



































RIETY 





Published Weekiv at 154 West 46th Street, New York 19, N. Y., by Variety, Ine. Annual subscription, $10. Single copies, 
Batered as second class matter December 22, 1905, at the Post Office at New York, N. Y¥., under the act of March 3, 
COPYRIGHT, 1949, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 





VOL. 173 No. 10 


25 cents, 


1879. 





NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 1949 


PRICE 25 CENTS 





PIX-VIDEO AS ‘DOUBLE FEATURE’ 





Coast Air Scripters Parlay Cutfo 


Plugs Into Luxury Loot Bonanza \7() THFAT 


+ 
ba 


By ABEL GREEN 


: Holiywood, Feb. 15. 

. FOR SALE: Bendix, virtually 
brand new; 2 Schwinn bikes; 
also man’s and lady’s Gruen 
wristwatch. Box 000, DAILY Va- 
RIETY. 

This type of ad, almost literally 
so, in one form or another, is the 
tipoff that some radio writer is 
overboard on his plug loot, That’s 
the now considered “legitimate” 
by-product income that accrues to 
writers of locally originated radio 
programs for insinuating one or 
atiother commodity into the script. 

“Getting Adam hats, Fisk tires, 
Gruen watches, Gallo wine, Dr. 
Brown's celery tonic, Schwinn bi- 
evcles, General Squeegee tires, 
Strongheart dog food, Kentucky 
Tavern liquor, Cal-Tex swim suits, 
Keystone cameras, Rival dog food, 
Life Savers, Wilson’s ‘‘tendermade 
hams” and Wilson’s Mor (luncheon 
meat), Hollywood milkshake candy 
bars, Bendix washing machines, 
Maytag ditto, Paul Masson cham- 
pagne (California), four-way cold 
tablets, names of autos, airlines, 
resorts, hotels, etc., into a nation- 

(Continued on page 15) 


Dallas’ $1,000,000 
Giveaway Program 
As Draw for Tourists 


Dallas, Feb. 15. 

-According to plans announced 
Thursday (10), the “Dallas Invites 
You” committee is contemplating 
a $1,000,000 giveaway quiz pro- 
gvam to be called “Dollars From 
Dallas.” 

-The committee is composed of a 





coup of businessmen whose object | 


(Continued on page 62) 


DANNY KAYE’S RECORD 





6226 AT N. Y. ROXY 


Danny Kaye, in his first two 
weeks of his current Roxy, N. Y.., 
engagement, has earned the high- 
est salary ever attained by a 
performer in a vaudfilmery. Based 
on a contract calling for $25,000 
weekly plus 50% split over $110.- 
000, total earned by Kaye so far 
is $62,500. 

Comic’s take for the first week 
Was $37,000 based on the $134.- 
000 gross. Second stanza’s theatre 
take was $111,000, giving Kaye a 
$500 _ ovérage. 

-Al Jolson’s $20,000 weekly at 
the Capitol on Broadway, years 
ago, stood heretofore as the top 
theatre Salary for a single. 

Kaye’s pact is for his services 
only. Theatre pays the rest of the 
talent. He remains at the Roxy 
another week. 

‘Jack Benny during his engage- 
ment at this house was pacted for 
$40,000 plus overages, but out of 
that figure Benny had to pay a 
layge cast, including Rochester, 
Phil Harris and The Sportsmen. 





All H’wood Now Going 


On a Square-Dance Binge 
Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Bel-Air, Westwood, Holmby Hills 
and Beverly Hills hillbillies are 
| square-dancin’ like mad these days. 
It’s the newest fad in the fashion- 
able 
ifor at-home funning. Along with 
‘artistic standard equipment like 
'Utrillos, Grandma Moseses, Dufys, 
Renoirs, Van Goghs, the contradic- 
;tion now sees these 


records. 


It’s quite the thing to be a Bev- 
The “cutest,” 


erly Hillbilly caller. 
however, is Ronald Colman who, 


when shouting ‘all men west.” 
somehow insists on ecalling it “El 


Alemain.” 


CBS Sells Crosby 
(But Not to Philco) 


| Bing Crosby. who recently took 
| the capital gains route to CBS, has 
| been sold by the network . . . All 
'that remains is the signaturing. 
Columbia is keeping the new client 
auspices under wraps, pending the 
nota- 





| signed-sealed-and-delivered 


tion, but a high net spokesman ad- | 


mits that “it is not to Philco.” 
Philco currently sponsors Crosby 
on ABC and is paying $25,000 for 
the tape-record program. It’s 
known that CBS had been peddling 
the Crosby package in_ recent 
weeks at a larger figure, and it’s 
‘now acknowledged that the new 
| bankroller is “paying more than 
| $27,500 for it.’ New sponsor is 
/reported to be Chesterfield. 

Deal is for Crosby’s radio show, 
which will continue to be taped in 
advance from the Coast, but, as in 
all new Columbia negotiations, it 
also embraces television, with the 
new client having the first TV 
crack at Crosby. (Crosby wants to 
kinescope his video show at the 
same time it’s being tape-recorded, 
thus permitting for a simultaneous 
AM-TV spread.) 

Crosby gets a Wednesday night 
spot on CBS, starting in the fall, 
though the exact time hasn’t been 
set as vet. 





Jolson Maps Summer 
Of Troop Entertaining 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Al Jolson is planning to pass his 
summer radio layoff entertaining 
U. S. troops abroad. He may work 
the Pacific and gradually play his 
way to Europe. 

Jolson jis taking his Kraft show 
to New York for the month of 
April, and 


top-echelon film-radio belt | 


households 
| rolling back the carpets and put- | exhibitors’ problem of TV cutting | 
ting on square-dance phonograph 


returns to Hollywood | 
‘to close out the season. 
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| 
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MAJOR TV SH 














IES. 


| Everybody Wants In On 
Margaret Truman Act 


‘ed at their regular broadcast times Washington, Feb. 15. 
‘on the screens of Key-city film the-; Signing recently by James A. 
‘atres as special added attractions; Davidson concert management of 
'—if the advertising agencies have | Margaret Truman for recital dates, 
itheir way. | has had several unusual reactions. 
The age.cies, already seriously | Management, for one thing, has re- 
|flirting with the idea, believe it| ceived scores of requests from 
/would automatically solve both the | Other artists, some of them of ma- 
problem cf the limited circulation | jor rank, to handle them as well. 
|obtained by their programs on the| In addition, Davidson has re- 
‘basis of home sets alone and the | ceived a flock of mail from singing 
coaches, teachers of languages, elo- 
cution teachers and others, offering 
their services as aid to Miss Tru- 
man’s professional singing career. 
Letters included a couple from 
doctors and psychiatrists, and one 
or two crank notes, all with advice 
for the singer. 


By BOB STAHL 


Some of the top-budgeted tele- 


| Vision shows will soon be project- | 








Plan is reported afoot to con- 
vert one-half of the Hotel Astor. 
| famed Times Square landmark, in- 
to a television centre. 








hotel. 


(Continued on page 55) 





(Continued on page 55) 
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Scheme envisages far-reaching | 


Trouble is brewing between the? 


with a male opponent in a twice- | 


| 


WS Wanamaker, Ferrer, Aldrich Seek 
Stars for Non-Profit Repertory 


theatre on Broad- 


A repertory 
way, using top stars in classic 
plays, is being formed by Sam 


Wanamaker, Jose Ferrer and Rich- 
ard Aldrich. The plan is to do 
three productions next season at 
a total budget of $100,000. Names 
approached thus far who have ex- 
pressed enthusiasm for the idea 
include Rex Harrison, Fredric 
March and Florence Eldridge. 

Stars will be signed for a full 
season at nominal salary. say $500 
a week or so, but will be free 
to accept outside assignments that 
do not conflict with their reper- 
tory appearances. Wanamaker and 
Ferrer will direct as well as act, 
and the intention is to have guest 
directors, scene designers, etc., for 
specific shows. Joshua Logan and 
Donald Oenslager have tentatively 
agreed to accept such bids. 

It is hoped to operate at as low 


|a boxoffice seale as possible. per- 


| with 


$3.60. Therefore, a house 
large capacity will be re- 
quired, such as the Majestic, 46th 
Street, Broadway, National or per- 
haps the Adelphi. Plays may be 


haps 


| presented for three-week runs at 
‘first, but rotated more frequently 


(Continued on page 54) 





Hope’s Smash $650,000 


The other | 
half of the block-long structure | 
would continue to be used as a. 


Take in 35 One-Nighters 
Sparks Arena Biz Anew 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Bob Hope’s recently completed 
tour, in which his troupe grossed 
$650,000 in 35 days, has again 
started talent agencies thinking 
along lines of arena and audito- 
rium tours. The percenters are now 
seriously considering the arena 

p as a substitute for theatre 
appearances, mainly because book- 
ers are rebelling against the high 
salaries that top film and radio 

—™ 

nafles demand. 

C rently, Spike Jones’ nation- 


* (Continued on page 54) 
































into his boxoffice. Through the 
‘and their clients would add hun- 
|dreds of thousands of viewers to 
'their shows — and their commer- | 
|theatre operators, through proper 
exploitation of the TV programs | 
in conjunction with their regular H t lA t | 
entice setowners out of their living | 0 e S or nto 
rooms and into the theatre. 
Proof that the idea has already 
‘Ralph B. Austrian. He disclosed 
‘that a number of agencies han-| 
(Continued on page 61) 
‘ ? 
Due Backers of ‘Kate, | 
14 Weeks After Debut 
“Kiss Me, Kate,” at the Century, British Vauders Blush At 
for a fast payoff by a musical show. F’emme-Male Boxing Exhib 
Cole Porter-Bella and Samuel Spe- | London. F 
‘wack smash will probably get back | pment case aye 
week in April, 14 weeks after its management of the Kilburn Em- 
3roadway premiere, It is currently (pire, a London nabe vaudeville 
making an operating profit of ap- house, over the signing of an 18- 
Saint Subber-Lemuel Ayers pro- | 
duction actually cost $154,000, ex- | 
cluding bonds and the - $11,000) 
It had recouped an additional $36,- | 
(000 as of Jan. 31 and distributed | 
(Continued on page 62) 
_ Some of the top Hoiiywood stars, 
| hitherto prohibited from doing 
| studio contracts, may soon be seen 
on TV in the upcoming “Friars’ 
Frolics.” Friars Club gets $1,000 
production nut to help raise funds | 
for a new clubhouse and, since the | 
show will thus be somewhat of a| 
the studios will okay their stars’ | 
| appearances. 
the one-hour program by VanCar | 
_Productions, package outfit which 
has been assigned rights to pro- 


medium of theatre tele, agencies 
'cial plugs — at one time. And'! 
film programs, would be able to 
? 
meaargence racist ~~ Video Centre! 
Full Payoff by April 1 
N. Y., may set a modern record 
its $180,000 investment by the first Variety Artists Federation and the 
|proximately $12,000 a week. lyear-old female boxer to appear 
/profit from the Philadelphia tryout. | 
SEE PIX LIFTING STAR 
| television shows because of their 
weekly oui of the show’s $10,000 | 
charity affair, it’s expected that | 
Listed among the possibilities for | 
(Continued on page 16) 











Telephone 


1 For All Business Concerning 


The Hour 
Of Charm 


All Girl Orchestra and Choir 


under the direction of 
PHIL SPITALNY 
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Mon Dieu! What Next? Paris Fashions |" 
Feature Fath’s Burlap, Dior's Egg’ 


By LUCETTE CARON + 


Paris, Feb. 8. 

Couturiers in Paris this season | 
are just as much concerned with | 
displaying celebrities at their first | 
night openings as they are about 
showing new models. Rita Hay- 
worth and Ali Khan are often 
among the audiences and always | 
create quite a stir (it’s rumored | 
she is ordering part of her trous- | 
seau at Jacques Fath) and so does 
the King of Belgium’s wife, beauti- 
ful Princess Rethy, who picked 
20 models for herself in half an 
hour. 

There is added excitement this 
year since the Couture Syndicate | 
put out a very strict rule against | 
copyists (photographs, sketches, 
ete.). In almost every collection 
there is an incident. Christian 
Dior himself, who rarely appears 
during an opening, dragged a 
very red-faced lady to the middle 
of the floor and publicly threw her 
out. Next day, it was a young man, 
an Italian who was found conceal- 
ing sketches. As for photographers, 
it’s a daily battle. 

Paris openings show no great 
ehange, but hundreds of new ideas 
delight the foreign buyers. The 
basic silhouette is the same and 
seems very reasonable—unpadded 
shoulders, waist where it belongs, 
length 13 inches from the ground. 
There is more simplicity and free- 
dom of movement. 

Jean Desses, young couturier 
from Greece, was the first to open. 
He shows a new one-sleeve stole 
on almost all his dresses. It looks 
like an integrated scarf and drapes 
in 100 different ways. His famous 
cornucopia skirt, a swirling wrap- 
around affair, usually pleated, was 
bought by almost every American 
manufacturer. 

Real Sackcloth, That Is 

Fath, recently returned from the 
U. S., has an exciting but very 
wearable collection. The sensation 

was his burlap fabric—real sack- 
(Continued on page 16) 


‘Unfriendly 10’ Told 
A Man’s a Commie 
Unless He Denies | 


Los Angeles, Feb. 15. 
Judge Clarence M. Hanson, in a 












Song Curtsy to WW 


Maestro Johnny Long last 
week recorded a tune for Sig- 
nature Records titled ‘“Gos- 
sip.” It’s based on various pet 
expressions of Walter Win- 
chell. 

WW will get credit on the 
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Actors Income 





Aetors are entitled to many in- 
come tax deductions that do not 
readily meet the eye. The follow- 
ing is a list of some of the items. 
However, to get the deductions al- 
lowed, mere say-so or ‘“guess- 
timate” is not enough. There must 
be something to show the amounts 
spent, and that they are business, 
not personal, items. 





label. 


| 
Mitchum Stay Nixed; | 
60-Day Reefer Rap 
Stalls ‘Big Steal’ 


Los Angeles, Feb. 15. 
Robert Mitchum’s plea for a) 
stay of sentence until April 1 was 
denied by Judge Clement D. Nye | 
in L. A. superior court. Actor, | 














349th Week! 
3,569 Performances 

| All-time long run record in the 
legitimate theatre. 


KEN MURRAY’S 


EI! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
And now in world-wide release 
“BILL AND COO” 


Ken Murray’s 
Academy Award Film 





“BLACKOUTS OF 1949” | 


| fags, music; costumes, wigs, shoes, 
makeup; repair, pressing and clean- 
‘ing of professional clothes, ward- 
robe valet; studio rentals, tips to 
studio employees; recording of 
| Voice or program. 
Booking expenses—Scouting for 
| engagements, agent's commissions, 
legal expenses on contracts. 
Traveling expenses—Transporta- 


|tion, board and lodging away from 





through his attorney, Jerry Geis- | | . 





ler, had asked time to complete his | 
role in “The Big Steal” before’ Par and M-G Hot After | 
starting his 60-day sentence on a, ‘ ; ‘ 9 | 
marijuana rap. | Kate’ But Any ‘Salesman 
Geisler told the court that im- | D rl M I Ti 
mediate sentence would throw | 5 
about 100 studio employes out of ea t ar S Ime 
work. The court answered that Deal is expected to be closed 
the studio executives must have shortly for film rights to “Kiss Me, 
known about the case before they Kate,” Broadway's top musical hit | 
started producing the picture. . ok ; 
Meanwhile, “The Big Steal” is rel- of the season, while Hollywood in- 
egated to a shelf on the RKO lot. | terest is still academic in the lead- | 
Mitchum can get back into circu- ing dramatie smash, “Death of a 
lation in 50 days under the good gaiesman.” Paramount and Metro 
conduct system. | : he | 
are the leading contenders for 
“Kate,” and rights will go to one | 
GEO SEATON ABROAD of them unless there’s some sud- | 
. den dark horse bidding. 
ON AIRLIFT PICTURE Cole Porter, who authored the | 
lyrics and music, is currently on | 
Stemming from a yen by Gov- the Coast, where he will initiate a | 
ernment officials for a Hollywood | deal himself. Efforts by M-G and | 
film to be made about the Berlin | Par to sew up rights in New York | 
airlift, George Seaton, 20th-Fox | have been rebuffed, with no asking | 
writer-director, has been assigned | price even set. Porter declared | 
by studio production chief Darryl | he’d rather talk about it himself | 
F. Zanuck to 0.0. the situation in | on the Coast. 3 1 
Germany for screenplay material. | of course, of librettists Sam and 


(Seaton took off for Germany last | Bella Spewack before concluding 


Friday (11) from Westover field, | a deal. 
Mass., airbase of the Military Air “Salesman” won as enthusiastic 
Transport Service. praise from major company reps 
Seaton will tour the Berlin area in their reports to their studios as 
and other sectors of Allied-occu- it got from the New York critics 
pied Germany and will also stop | following the opening last week. 
over in England, where the airlift | However, it is a grim play with a 
transport planes go for repairs| dour finale, and experience has 
after every 200 flying hours. Za- | been that such legits seldom dupli- 
| cate in picture versions their finan- 


He'll the okay, . } 
oll need J | gest smash in town (ticket scalpers | 


Paris Runaround 
By Borrah Minevitch___| 


Paris, Feb. 15. 
The hilarious shenanigan goings- 








on at the Kravchenko (“I Chose | 


Freedom’’) libel trial is like a series 
of Kaufman-Hart second act cur- 
tains. Jimmy Hussey or Bobby 
Clark never handled court cross- 
fires and crossovers any funnier. 
The local judge uses Kravchenko’s 
book as both a gavel and a missile. 


Att. Bob Weitman: Printemps 
(local Macy’s) wants a theatre-size 
TV screen setup like yours, 

Maurice Chevalier too busy to 
best-man Nita Raye’s nuptial to 
Yank Joe Axelrod. 

Candlelight, champagne, cacoph- 
ony, coutouriers and competition: 
Jacques Fath, Christian Dior and 
Pierre Balmain—the social lions of 
the town. 

Att. Lopert: your Hungarian pic, 
“Somewhere in Europe,’ the big- 


yet). 
| Steve Crane (Lana’s X) rented a 
‘Cannes villa co-op but bought 
Averell Harriman’s Cad outright. 
| Pictures fit to print: N.Y. Times 
'(Paris edition) is a semi-tabloid— 
but no cheesecake. 

If Life prints all the pictures 
itaken at Jacques Fath’s opening 


| all you'll see is Rita and Aly look- 


| ing at each other—silk-lined, bur- , 


By J. S. Seidman, C.?PA— 


Preparation expenses—Research | 
|expense, cost of material, dialog, | 


12-page decision in the $60,000,000 muck’s plans call for Seaton to) ‘lapped mannequins be hanged. 


oer ae ; 4 ee : seli i cess Broadway. Majors |°"**.-; . M poll: 

suit filed in L. A. superior court Write and direct the airlift film, | Cial eases OB. SrCaewe 7» | Distributing distributors: Dave 
by the “Unfriendly 10” against the With William Perlberg producing. foe tppetsieey alert ing “Salesman 'Lewis (MGM) to Spain. Harry 
major film studios, rules that: | U.S. authorities are eager for a. r 'Novak (Universal) to Portugal. 


“A person who is unwilling to regular commercial film on the! Its success is of such smash pro-| Joe Hummel (Warners) to So. 
state publicly, under any and all subject in order to reveal to the portions, however, that eastern | Africa. Bob Harley (Fox) to Spyros 
circumstances, whether he is or is American people the immense job Studio reps all feel certain it will gxouras and Lacey Kastner (Col.), 





not a Communist, is regarded in undertaken by the occupation eventually be bought. perhaps by | John B. Nathan (Par), Gerry Mayer 
America as a Communist.” “forces. Seaton agreed to do the an indie producer. It is said to' (pA) inward bound. 
Judge Hanson ordered the “Un- picture if he could find story mate- offer too great a challenge to a| Dear Bill: Went twice to the 
friendly 10” to answer four ques- rial while overseas. His junket director to let it pass. . 
tions which they had refused to will carry him through all phases has been set yet for screen rights, | yyonne—sorry. 
answer in connection with the of postwar life in Germany. _and, so far as is known, no direct; French kinescope beats ours on 
damage suit. They are: offer has been made to author Ar- | Ty ejoseups. 
“Whether they discussed in ad- | _thur Miller. Josephine Baker coming into her 
vance the answers they would give Fate Worse Than 
at the committee hearing. duction chief, has exhibited consid-, Club Champs Elysees. 
“Whether they considered the London, Feb. 15. | erable interest in “Salesman” on! “Queen for a Day” Ray Morgan, 
effect on public opinion. One of the aristocratic quips the basis of personal representa- | “So This is Paris” Bill Robson, and 
“Whether they considered the about the Labor government was tions made to him by Elia Kazan, | Chevalier hosting the town at the 
effect the resultant publicity would recentiy heard by Gertrude Law- Who directed the play and is under | Cafe de la Paix. 
have on the film industry. rence while lunching at the Garrick | contract to 20th. Lee J. Cobb, who | 
“What political opinions of their Club in London. Sir Seymour Stars in the legiter, is also a 20th | like Finochio’s; no more dressing 
own choice had been interfered Hicks, according to her report, | contractee. 
with by the producers.” 
The “Unfriendly 10” are Adrian saving: “I hope they stay in and | personal 
Scott, Edward Dmytryk, Herbert that they will be reelected.” 
Biberman, Lester Cole, Ring K,ad- 


conversations between 



































ner, Jr., Dalton Trumbo, Agvah ing with the snapper: “With them ; Zanuck’s enthusiasm as far as the already. 
Bessie, Samuel Ornitz, Albert in power, I have lost all fear of Pic’s b.o. chances are concerned. | Tape to film is still a recording 
Maltz and John Howard Lawson. death!” ‘riddle here—50 cycle hum always. | 
a a P Moneychangers: the German) 
— : | British Jewry Tribute ‘mark doubled in value in last 30 
2/18 satin. fae 12 ——— going up. And so is 

es ba “4 . . . J - 
Subseription Qe-der Form | ve i 


As a tribute by British Jewry to New Shows 
the asylum granted to refugees | 4 : 
during the war and the ultimate. 
de facto recognition of the Gov- 
ernment of Israel by the British 
Government, the New Yiddish 
oR a anes 68a bees 6 Theatre presented for a week’s run 


int Name) speci 4 i i 
ee ae ener yg entitled | ing the famous triangle nightly— | 
| ’ ; , George V to Maxim's to Ciro’s. 
The play, which covers a 10-| Takeoff time: Law forbids local 
year period from the eve of the Sadie Thompsons from swooping | 
second World War to the day on down on swank Champs Elysees | 
which the recognition takes place yntil one minute past midnight 
in January, 1949, was written by| Maxime de Beix, local monocled 
Isadore Schumacher, has been spe- | VARIETY mugg got 100°% on his 
cially adapted by Mark Markow, Jatest physical. ; 


~anada and Foreign—$1 Additional Sekiee aad per agg plays | Georges, Carpentier without 
: . weight and voice still. the charmer. | 


VARIETY | _ Special feature is the introduc-| Local pix exchanges better sto 
ARIETY nc. tion by Leo Fuld of a new song dallying how to cut up that de. 
‘eet New York 19,.N. Y. 


just published in London, which! frosted frozen-franc pie “and get 
—— is entitled “Where Shall, I] Go?’ 


Repeater - tourists this summer 
will see brand new shows at Bal 
Tabarin, Folies Bergere, Casino de 
Paris, Lido and Ambassadeurs. 

Marty Schwartz (ex - Egyptian | 
theatre, Hollywood manager) rac- | 


Enclosed find check for $........ 
Please Send VARIETY for One Year 


er 





| Street 


City. . 2) Rss 026 EE Cos 


eo 6460 6280 8 8*On 2 0.0 





“saular Subscription Rates for One Year—$10.00 





‘has special Jewish significance, and the dough transferred before it 











No price Jour et Nuit Club but no trace of | 


act There have been no! like Marie Antoinette, or homme | beer. 
shocked his school tie chums by Negotiations, however, beyond won bs homme dancing in public—all | ming 


Tax Deductions 














‘home, automobile expenses: cabs 
from one engagement to another. 
| Public relations — Development 
of public following, handling of 
fan mail, fan photographs; compli- 
|mentary tickets, entertaining news- 
-papermen, playwrights, critics, 
backers, agents, directors, etc.: 
'club membership dues, advertising 
|and publicity. 

Professional expenses—VARIETY 
and other trade papers; Equity 
,and other union dues; telephone 
exchange; accompanist; account- 
ants’ fees; household expenses, like 
rent, maid service, utilities, tele- 
phone, etc., if household is used 
actively for conferences with au- 
thors, writers, agents, or other 
business matters; expenses on trips 
taken to get ideas for professional 
work; beautifying, physical cul- 
ture, bodyguard; income taxes paid 
abroad on foreign bookings. 





Hazen Analyzes 
Video vs. Pix B.0. 





Film industry’s efforts to combat 
video “on a corporate level by 
scrambling to buy into networks 
and stations” were derided last 
week by Joseph H. Hazen, partner 
with Hal Wallis in Hazen-Wallis 
Productions. Such efforts are cer- 
tain to fail of their purpose, he 
declared, with the only solution to 
video’s threat to be found in turn- 
ing out better product. 

“Anyone who thinks that TV 
won't hurt films at the boxoffice 
is dreaming,” declared Hazen, 
“Television is a very serious threat. 
However, it is not an insurmount- 
able one by any means. The solu- 
tion is to give our audiences prod- 
uct that is worth the 35c or 60¢ 
they pay for it. If we give them 
their money’s worth, we'll get cus- 
tomers. 

_ “Talent,” he added, “is the solu- 
tion — talent on the producer, 
director, player and writer levels. 
We've got to eliminate the weak- 
lings, the people who should never 
have been in films—they’re a lux- 
_ury we can’t afford under the new 
_ conditions—and find and make use 
| of the very best talent available.” 
| Intimate romance type pix are 
the ones the former Warner Bros. 
| (Continued on page 6) 
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‘Cantor’s Ist Theatre 


| 


Date April 15 For B&K 
In Chi; Pabst TV Also 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Eddie Cantor will make his first 
personal appearance in a _filin 
house in 10 years at the Chicago 
/theatre, Chicago, in a booking 
slated to open April 15. Deal with 


Darryl] F. Zanuck, 20th-Fox pro-' own as the Texas Guinan of the! Balaban & Katz, operators of the 


Loop showcase, is practically set 
with Cantor delaying his final okay 
pending approval of the support- 
‘ing film. 

Cantor, meantime, is nearing a 


| 
The end: new law forbids clubs | settlement on his new radio con- 


tract with his bankrollers, Pabst 
Original differences stem- 
from Cantor’s nixing of 


because legit play “Eggs of Os-| ’ 
Kazan and Zanuck, an dother studio | trich” laid the need of . cleanup | Pabst's proposal for a weekly tele- 


Sir Seymour then eased the gasp- execs are understood not to share | on the line. Plenty of swish-easies | smoothed over with the pact like- 


vision show next fall have been 


ly to be inked within the week. 
Although Cantor’s counter-pro- 
posal for a bi-weekly TV program 
hasn't been accepted as yet, Pabst 
has already begun tying up some 
time segments on the TV networks 
for Cantor's projected video debut. 

Cantor is taking his radio troupe 
to Peoria for the week of March 
21 to do a broadcast from there in 
conjunction with Pabst’s opening 
of a new plant. The following 
week he goes to Milwaukee for 
several shows for employees at 
Pabst’s main brewery. 


Garry Moore’s GI Junket 


Garry Moore, of the “Take It or 
Leave It” air show, took off for 
Germany, Monday (14) for a 10- 
day trip to entertain GI’s stationed 
there. Sibyl Bowan, Vivian Blaine, 
Jay Steward and Mel Henke will 
work with Moore. 

Comic is expected to do 30 shows 
during that period in an itinerary 
that will take him to most of the 
major troop installations. He'll re- 
turn to Hollywood in time for his 





‘freezes again. 4 March 6 broadcast. 
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PICTURES 





PAR DECREE COMPELS BIDDING 





Ind Film Fmancing So Tough 


Producers Put 


Financing of indie production is + 


now getting so tough the millen- 
nium has almost arrived—pro- 
ducers are using their own coin. If 
not their own money every time, 
the indies are, in any case, coming 
up with angels who have enough 
moolah to make it unnecessary to 
accept the stiff terms being asked 
‘py the banks. 
“Latest instance 
Stanley Kramer’s 
Inc., which distributes 
United Artists. 
tiations with Bank of America last 
week for financing of its next pic, 
“High Noon.” John Stillman, who 
has been providing second money 
and guarantees, will put up also 
the first money, which would ordi- 
narily be provided by a bank. 
Stillman discovered what other 
‘indie producers have been finding 
out in the past year. That is that 
if he must guarantee 100% of the 
loan anyway, he might as well put 
up all the money himself. Since 
he is taking the risk in any Case, 
there is no point—as long as he has 
the funds available—in paying in- 
terest to a bank and accepting all 
the restrictions a bank loan en- 
tails. 
Move follows similar action by 
a number of UA producers. Some 
(Continued on page 6) 


EL Nixes Flat $150,000 


is the case of 
Screen Plays, 
through 





‘Shoes’ Dance on Indef 


Unique film rental offer was 
made to: Eagle Lion on “Red 
Shoes” last week by Maurice 
Maurer, operator for City Invest- 
ing Co. of the Bijou theatre, N.Y., 
where the pic is currently in its 
17th week. Maurer offered a flat 
~ $150,000 fee to EL for any length 
of time he cared to run “Shoes” 
after the 20th week. William 
Heineman, EL v.p. in charge of | 
distribution, nixed it. 

Maurer was attempting to make | 
a new deal as a followup to the 
present pact, which provides that | 
either party can pull the pic any 


have now agreed to continue under | 
current terms, which have been 
giving EL slightly better 
$7,000 a week in film rental. 

On that basis, Maurer’s offer 
would have covered rentals for the | 
next 211% weeks if the J. Arthur 
Rank film continued at its present 
pace. It has, as a matter of fact, 
let down very little, 
better than $15,000 weekly ever 
week after the first, which was the | 
poorest. It is playing two-a-day at 
$2.40 top, with four shows Satur- 
days and three on Sundays. Tickets 

Continues on page 16) 


20th’s $50,000 Hemingway 
Buy Contrasts Pix Prices . 


Highlighting the plummet of 
Hollywood prices for literary works 
over the last year, Ernest Heming- | 
way’s sale of his short story, “My 
Old Man,” to 20th-Fox last month 
Set the studio back $50,000. This 





figure is contrasted to the $125,000 | 


which 20th paid to Hemingway | 
last year for anbdther one of his 
short stories, “The Snows of Kili- 
manjaro,” after competitive bids 
from other majors. The latter story 
was written in 1936 while “My Old 
Man” dates back to 1923. 

Alfred Rice, Hemingway’s attor- 
ney and representative, agented 
the story sale in negotiations with 
Bert Bloch, 20th-Fox’s story editor. 
Rice took over the author’s busi- 
ness affairs last August after the 
death of Maurice Speiser, Heming- 
way’s former agent and counsel 
for the National Assn. of Perform- 
ing Artists. 

Hemingway, currently in Italy, 
is continuing research on a new 
novel which has been in work for 
five years. It may be ready for 
publication this fall. Mary Welch, 
his wife, is _ heer beg on a 
novel, , ‘ 


It broke off nego- | 


than | 


| 
| 
| 
! 


| 


averaging | Picture P 








Mayer’s Schenck Huddle 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Louis B. Mayer is slated for a 
trip east at the end of this month. 
Metro studio chief will go to Flor- 
ida for confabs with company 


prexy Nicholas M. Schenck, who is 


vacationing there. 

Mayer will then continue to New 
York for one of his periodic visits 
with homeoffice execs. 


No Matter What, 
Ingrid-Rossellini 





Will Make That Pic 


With the four parties to the deal 
engaged in what one of them term- 
ed “virtually a Rumanian intrigue,” 
the Bergman-Goldwyn-Rossellini- 
Lopert negotiations were in such a 
confused state yesterday (Tuesday) 
that “anything can happen.” The 
only thing that seemed relatively 
certain was that Ingrid Bergman 
and ace Italian director Roberto 
Rossellini would make a picture to- 


| gether in Italy. 


Bid From Bijou, N.Y., But | 


Whether Samuel Goldwyn, who 
had all the principals in his office 
two weeks ago to announce the 
deal with much fanfare, would not 


| be included out was a moot point. 
| Likewise, the part to be played by 


Ilya Lopert, New York foreign film 
importer and exhibitor, was some- 


|what enigmatic, although, inas- 
much as he started the deal and 


has coin invested in it, he’ll have 
a participation somewhere along 
the line, even if a silent one. 
Among the possibilities yester- 
day was that Goldwyn would bow 
out. Lopert would step into the 


| background and that one of the 


major studios would take the whole 
project over. RKO appeared to be 


_in the forefront, if any such pian | 
since Mendel Silber- | 
time after the 20th week. They | berg, Miss Bergman’s counsel, 


_eventuated, 
is 
also general counsel on the Coast 


for RKO and has reportedly shown | 


(Continued on page 24) 


‘SIMPP MIGHTY CURIOUS 





ABOUT THE PAR DECREE 


Society of Independent Motion 
| roducers is among the 
| outfits awaiting a gander at the 
new Paramount divorcement de- 
cree, which, it is expected, will be 
| made public within the next few 
| days. SIMPP will have a look at 
it before determining whether it 
will squawk to the court against 
j; accepting the compromise agree- 
— and exactly what form its 
-otest will take. 

"Reneet J. Rubin, Society’s coun- 
sel, is being held in New York to 
await the decree. Rapid perusal 
and decision is necessary, once it 
is filed, since only a five-day period 
is required before a public hearing 
'ean be held and the Federal court 
puts its stamp on the document. 

SIMPP is mainly concerned with 
what the decree provides in regard 
to trade practices. It desires to 
see the broadest possible competi- 
tion to make possible sale of its 
members’ product at highest prices. 


March Tax Bite Stalls 
Five Indie Pictures 


Hollywood, Feb. 


Shooting of five indie films has 
been postponed until after March 
1 to foil the California tax collector, 
who takes a bite out of all exposed 
film in the studios on that date. 

Pushed back from one to two 
weeks were John Wayne's “Eagles 
in Exile’: Matty Kemp's “Big 
Time”; W. Lee Wilder’s “Once a 
Thief”; Martin Mooney’s “Until I 





15. 


Die,” e- Ida Lupino-: aneen Bond's 
»4“Not Wanted.” 


> 
¥ 
| 
} 
‘ 


ing Up Own Coin’ 


EVS BITTER 





Would Find Buyer for Chaplin's UA 


FYHIR BATTLE: Shares, Not Selling Hers—Pickford 


The Paramount consent decree, 
expected to be signed momentarily, 
restores competitive bidding as a 
compulsory operational feature in 
the sale of films. This method of 
distributing pix which the U.S. 
Supreme Court buried in its anti- 
trust opinion last year is made a 
“must” so far as Par is concerned 
on the insistence of the Dept. of 
Justice. Its incorporation in the 
decree is expected to loose a furi- 


on the part of exhibs. 

Moreover, it is now understood 
that the Government intends to use 
the Paramount decree as a formula 
for relief against other defendants. 
No settlement will be made, it is 
said, unless along the lines of the 
Paramount pact. It means com- 
| petitive selling will be restored as 
an industry practice. 

Under the terms of the forthcom- 
ing Paramount decree, if a com- 
petitive area includes more than 
one theatre of comparable size, the 
new distributing company formed 
after the split must submit each 
pic to each of the rival houses. 
These theatres must then bid for 
the film against each other, Decree 
provides for picture-by-picture and 
theatre-by-theatre selling. 

The new Par theatre company 

(Continued on page 16) 


Anglo-U. S. Meet 
April 20 in N. Y. 


Film 





Anglo-American 
meeting, postponement 
had almost become 
national cause celebre, is now set 
for April 20 in New York. Back- 
down from its stand by the U. S. 
industry in order to avoid an em- 


Council 
which 
an _inter- 


of 


non-cooperation resulted in final 
setting of the date for the session. 
Meetings will be restricted to the 
six original members of the Coun- 
cil. 

Coming to New York for the 
|econclave are J, Arthur Rank, Sir 
Alexander Korda, and Sir Henry 
| French, prexy of the British Film 
, Producers Assn. They constitute 
the British membership of the 
| Council. Their opposite numbers 
on the Yank side are Nicholas M. 
Schenck, Metro topper; Barney 


(Continued on page 8) 


ous barrage against the settlement 


las the 


barrassing situation and charges of# 





Liquid Assets | 
Similarly to the case of | 
RKO, the new production-dis- 
tribution company which is to 
be created under the Para- 
mount consent decree will take 
almost all the parent com- 
pany’s liquid assets. Under- 
stood, this wing of Par will be 
allocated almost $40,000,000 in 
cash holdings, yovernment 
bonds and account receivables. 
Theatre unit will receive 
only sufficent funds to meet its 


current obligations. This is 
done because a filmmaking 


concern has a far greater need 
for ready cash. Additionally, 
it has approximately $7,000,000 
in current bankloans to meet. 


Industry Shorts 
Hit Snag as Exhibs 
Balk at Rentals 


“Let’s Go the the Movies,” first 
of a series of public relations 
shorts mapped by members of the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America 
teeoff on a new campaign ' 
to win audiences back to the thea- 
tres, has been pulled by RKO from 
its March 1 release date. RKO’s 
sudden action followed an emer- 
gency committee meeting last Fri- 
day (11) of the company sales heads 
called to face a revolt of the affili- 
ated circuits against regular rental 
charges on the shorts series. 

The dispute jeopardizes the en- 
tire p.r. program under which four 
briefies have already been made. 
RKO had produced and was to 
distribute the first -of the group 
with other majors following on a 
bi-monthly schedule. Company will 
continue selling the film but hold 


(Continued on page 8) 











Depinet Standing By 

RKO prexy Ned E. Depinet is 
cation because of pressure of biz. 
skipping his annual midwinter va- 

Fact that the company is now in 
the midst of reorganizing under 


| the Federal court decree, divorcing 


production-distribution and_ the-. 


,atre operations, is a major influ- , 
| ence. 





National Boxoffice Survey | 


Trade Uneven Despite New Pix — ‘Joan,’ 


‘Wives,’ 


‘Witch,’ ‘Pit,’ ‘Words,’ ‘Married’ Best Bets | 


Despite the launching of new 
product in many key cities covered 
| by VARIETY, current week sees biz 
still extremely uneven, and on 
mild side in many spots. Cold 
weather and storms continued to 
plague exhibitors in several mid- 
west keys. Indicative of the way 
exhibs are reaching out to grab 
trade is the fact that more than 
32 different pictures are playing 
in firstruns this session. 

“Joan of Arc’ (RKO) remains 
at the head of the _ boxoffice 
procession currently although be- 
ing pressed by “Letter To Three 
Wives” (20th), just out on fairly 
extensive release this stanza. Aside 
from the N. Y. Music Hall, where 
still nice in fourth week, it is play- 
ing in only five other cities but 
showing enough to cop second po- 
sition. 

“Wake of Red Witch” (WB) con- 
tinues so strong it will finish third 
with “Snake Pit” (20th) in fourth. 
“Words and Music” (M-G) is land- 
ing fifth money with “Every Girl 
Married” (RKO) in sixth. 

“Red Shoes” (EL) is seventh- 
place winner and “Hamlet” (U), 
eighth. Others in the Big 10 are 
“Three Godfatters”’ (M-G) and 
i“Dear To My Heart” (RKO) in 


“seer @ ee - Pages 40443- 


that order. “Don Juan” 
“Enchantment” (RKO) and “Ac- 
cused” {Par) are top runner-up 
pix. 

Few of newcomers, outside of 
“Wives,” hint much promise this 
week. “Fighting O’Flynn” (U) is. 
showing the most of new major re- 
leases, being big, trim and fair on 
three initial dates. “Unknown Is- 
land” (FC) also shapes strong on 
as many playdates this round. 

“Dear Secretary” (UA), out on re- 
lease betore. looks nice in Mont- 
real but mild elsewhere. “Criss 
Cross” (U) is doing best in Minne- 
apolis and Seattle, with biz good. 

“Flaxy Martin” (WB) is moder- 
ate currently. “Chicken Every Sun- 
day” also is moderate except in 
Seattle where okay. ‘“‘Walked By 
Night” (EL) is doing okay on N. Y. 
holdover. ““The Plunderers” (Rep) 
shapes nice in Washington. 

“Own True Love” (Par) is rated 
ihin in Chicago. It was the same 
for 12 Gays in NN. ¥:.. “Act. 2 
Violence” (M-G) looks slim in Pitt. 
“Shockproof” (Col), while mild in 
Boston, is doing okay in St. Louis. 

“Red Pony” (Rep) is in for 
husky second Chi round. “Siren 
oi Atlantis” (UA) appears no great 
shakes in L. A, 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 


| that whoever 
| business and policy. 


| fore the March 


| est. 


i} York, 


(WB), | |! 


| 
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Hollywood, Feb. 15. 


Marv Pickford said yesterday 
(Mon.) reports were “entirely er- 
roneous” that she was trying to sell 
her half interest in United Artists. 
She is only trying to find a buyer, 
she said, for partner Charles Chap- 
lin’s shares during the current 30- 


| day period of the option she holds 


on Chaplin’s stock. 

She declared that it would na- 
turally be in her interest to see 
buys Chaplin’s stock 
shares her views on the company’s 
To that end, 
she will try to conclude a deal be- 
2 option deadline. 

Miss Pickford said she is cur- 
rently dickering with several pros- 
pective buyers for Chaplin’s inter- 
She claims she has three defi- 


nite offers. but it’s not true that a 


| reported bid from Howard Hughes 
'is among them. 


Sir William Wise- 
of Kuhn, Loeb & Co., New 

her investment counselor, 
and Otis Bradley, her attorney, are 
due here tomorrow (Wed.) from 
New York to discuss pending deals. 

They will also huddle with her 
on the current legal battle with 
Samuel Goldwyn over the Goldwyn 
Studios, in which Miss Pickford is 
a part owner. 


man, 





Chaplin May Take 800G 
Reports were circuiating in New 
York financial clrcies this week 
(Continued on page 8) 


WB and F-WC’s ‘Paisan’ 
Playdating Assures It Of 
No. 1 US. Foreign Grosser 


Deal has been inked by Mayer & 
Burstyn by which “Paisan” will 
play the entire Warner Bros. cir- 
cuit. It follows a similar pact with 
Fox-West Coast. Roberto Rossel- 
lini pic is thus virtually assured of 
being the highest-grossing lingualer 
ever released in this country, since 
very few such films have had cir- 
cuit bookings. 

Warner deal was sewed up after 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Goldwyn Surrendering Astor Cues 
Marked Easing of B way Showcases 





Samuel Goldwyn, who has con-? 


trolled the booking of the Astor, | 
N. Y., for the past four years, is. 
bowing out of operation of the’ 
Broadway showcase with the wind- | 
up on Feb. 21 of the present pic-| 
ture, “Enchantment.” City Invest- | 
ing Co., which owns the theatre, 
will resume booking it. 

Goldwyn’s deal with CI, which 
had been renewed a number of 
times, provided that either side | 
could call it quits when it chose. 
In accordance with this agreement, 
Goldwyn prexy James A. Mulvey 
recently served notice that he 
wished to end the tieup and the 
date was mutually agreed upon. 


Several factors motivated the 
Goldwyn move concerning the 
house, which is considered the 
prime showcase on Broadway for 
longrun engagements. Most im-| 
portant consideration is a reflection | 
of the general change that has | 
taken place in the Main Stem the- 
atre situation in the past few years. 
When the deal was originally made, 
houses were at a premium and pro- 
ducers frequently were forced to 
wait months for a date and then not 
get the showcase they desired. Just 
the opposite is true now, with the- 
atres frequently begging for prod- 
uct. | 

In any event, Goldwyn films, for | 
which the Astor has been the sole 
home on Broadway, may still play 
the house. Understanding has been | 
reached which will give the produ- | 
cer’s pix a preferential break on, 
bookings. 

Selznick’s Move Fast 


Goldwyn’s solo booking privi- 
leges in the house followed a break 
away by David O. Selznick. Orig- 
inal deal provided that the two pro- | 
ducers rotate their product in the 
theatre. With the long runs that 
were assured by the top wartime | 
and postwar biz, Goldwyn and Selz- 
nick were able between them to 
keep the house alight without re- 
sor: to outside product. 

iznick’s exit and the fact that 
top runs now are averaging about 
10 weeks, compared with 20-25 
weeks a few years ago, have neces- 
sitated Mulvey bringing in numer- 
ous pix from other producers. This 
entailed considerable screening, ne- 
gotiation and other activity asso- 
ciated with theatre operation in 
which Mulvey did not wish to be in- 
voived. 

following the current Goldwyn 
pic into the house is Columbia’s 
“Knock on Any Door.” 


EL EXECS TREK BACK 
TO PARENT PATHE CO. 


Pathe Industries, parent com- 
pany of Eagle Lion, is apparently 





pulling back several of its toP | a6 


execs which it loaned to EL for 
that company’s early operations. | 
Reportedly William McMillen, | 
veepee 
the home office, will return to PI) 
within the near future. His suc- 
cessor has yet to be named. 

C. Warren Sharpe; EL’s treas- | 
urer, has already made tracks for 
the parent company, where he. will 
henceforth devote full time. A. E. | 
Bollengier has been tapped to fill | 
the spot vacated by Sharpe. He. 
will serve as treasurer for both | 
the EL studios and the h.o.s. 

Bollengier has been studio con- 
troller for the past two years. Prior | 
to that. he was ass’t controller at 
the Universal lot. 


Rapf Left ‘Over 2500’; 
Stothart’s 1666 Estate 


Los Angeles, Feb. 15. 

Last testament of Harry Rapf, 
late Metro executive, left an 
estate valued “in excess of $250.- 
000” in trust for his widow and 
their two sons, Maurice and Mat- 
thew. 

Will stipulates that on the death 
of Mrs. Clementina Rapf, the trust 
is to be dissolved and the proceeds 
divided equally between the two 
sons. 

Will of the late Herbert Stot- 








hart, composer who died Feb. 1,| Warners in “Victoria Grandolet,” 
to be directed by Michael Curtiz. | 


was filed for probate here, reveal- 
ing an estate of $166,000. | 
The family home _ in 


in-charge-of-operations at 


Santa Henry Bellamann, was originally 


Schlaifer’s Ad Accounts 
On N. Y. Astor and Others 


Recently formed ad agency of 
Charles Schlaifer, former 20th- 
Fox pub-ad chief, is expected to 
include the three City Investing 
Co. theatres on Broadway among 
his clients. He is now engaged in 
negotiating a deal with Robert W. 
Dowling, CI prexy, and Maurice 
Maurer, who operates the houses 
for the company. 

Theatres are the Astor, now} 
housing Samuel Goldwyn’s “En- | 
chantment”; Victoria, playing | 
“Joan of Arc,” and the Bijou, show- | 
ing “Red Shoes.” CI also owns | 
five New York legiters and Keith’s, | 
Cincinnati, and there is a possi-| 


} 


bility that the advertising for these | ¢gmpany’ Pair . | ti : Sen Atest 
: y’s affairs here until a per-|tion with regular theatres, and | individual 
may also be handled by Schlaifer.| manent replacement is named for were entitled to first-run bidding | opinion tha 


He will also handle the 20th-Fox 
and Roxy, N. Y., ad accounts, 
among others. 





12 ‘Belinda’ Nominees bs 
WB Tops Oscar Derby With 
23; RKO’s 15 Candidates 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. - 

Warners led the field in nomina- 
tions for this vear’s Oscar Derby 
with a total of 23, of which 12 were 
based on “Johnny Belinda,” one of | 
the five named as best picture of 
the year. RKO was second with 15 


entries, followed by 20th-Fox, 14; 
| Metro, 13; 


Universal, 12; Para- 
mount, 7; Eagle Lion, 5; United , 
Artists, 3; David O. Selznick and | 
Columbia, 2 each, and Republic, 1. 

In addition to “Belinda,” the best 
picture candidates are “Hamlet,” 
“The Red Shoes,” both British; 
“Snake Pit” and “Treasure of Si- 
erra Madre.” Actor candidates are 
Lew Ayres, Montgomery Clift, Dan 
Dailey, Laurence Olivier and 
Clifton Webb. Actresses are Ingrid 
Bergman, Olivia de Havilland, 
Irene Dunne, Barbara Stanwyck 
and Jane Wyman. Following is a 
complete list of nominations, an- 
nounced by Jean Hersholt, Acad- 
|/emy president: 

Best Picture 

“Hamlet,” Universal-J. Arthur Rank. 
“Johnny Belinda,’’ Warner Bros. 

‘Red Shoes,” Eagle Lion-J. Arthur Rank. 
“Snake Pit,”’ 20th-Fox. 

“Treasure of Sierra Madre,” Warner 
Bros. 
Actor 


Lew Ayres, “Johnny Belinda” (WB). 
Montgomery Clift, “The Search” (M-G- 


), 
Dan Dailey, ‘When My Baby Smiles at 
Me” (20th). 

Laurence Olivier, “‘Hamlet” (U-Rank). 
Clifton Webb, “Sitting Pretty” (20th). 
Supporting Actor 
meee Bickford, “Johnny Belinda” 

| CWB). 

| Jose Ferrer, “Joan of Arc’ (RKO). 

| Oscar Homolka, “I Remember Mama” 
| (RKO). 

| Walter Huston, “Treasure of Sierra 
| Madre” (WB). 

Cecil Kellaway, “Luck of the Irish” 





th). 
Actress 
Ingrid Bergman, “Joan of Arc” (KO- 


Wanger). 
Olivia de Havilland, “‘Snake Pit” (20th). 
Irene Dunne, “I Remember Mama” 
(RKO). 


| three-week visit here to name the | 


Bye ‘Vadis’ for Exghnd [)'s Qwn Selling in Austro-Germany 


Successful under-schedule lens- 
ing of “The Conspirators” in Lon- 
don is expected to be a strong ar- 
gument in favor of shooting © Quo 
Vadis” there. “Conspirators,” Rob- 





Augurs Others Bolting Export Corp. 


7’ 





ert Taylor starrer, came in nine days 
ahead of schedule despite a five- ° ° P 
day work-week. Producer Arthur Mull Chi Injunction 
Hornblow is also reining “Vadis.” | Vs. Par in B-K Selling 
Harold Henigson is currently | Chicago, Feb. 15. 
abroad surveying feasibility of} Request for a temporary injunc- 
anatase either in Italy, England | tion restraining Paramount from 
sails wan |selling Balaban & Katz circuit 
“Street of Laredo,” “Connecticut 
| Yankee,” and all pictures released 
3-M |after the two films, was referred 
all roup 'to master-in-chancery Joseph El- 
| ward by Judge William Campbell, 
in Chi federal district court last 





ins, filed motion to enjoin Par from 
London, Feb. 15. | contracting with B&K for prior 

Three-man committee has been | Clearance over the two outdoorers. 
named by Arthur W. Kelly, United! Counsel, in his brief, maintained 


A week. Seymour Simon, attorney | 
S op all ll for the Outdoor and Harlem drive- 


Artists exec veepee, to head the | that drive-ins were not in competi- | 


David Coplan, who resigned as of | privileges. Master - in - chancery 
Jan. 31. Committee comprises hearing was set for Feb. 25. 
Monty Morton, UA’s general sales- 





| manager in England; W. J. Smith, 


replacement for Coplan, look into | 9, 
possibilities of production and to 
arrange circuit bookings for UA 
pix. It had been reported earlier 
that his choice for permanent Brit- 
ish chief is Gerry Taylor, UA man- 
ager in Johannesburg, and this ap- 
pointment is believed still a possi- 
bility. 

Kelly declared that the 45% 
quota imposed by Britain is admit- | American workmen.” 
tedly having serious repercussions ‘ : 
on American companies, but that| 4 Special committee from the 
the anticipated advantages for the | COUNCil will meet with Eric John- 
British industry have not material- | ston this month to ask aid of the 
ized. He added that UA is pre- | MPAA. Entire AFL “help also will 
pared to go ahead with two or be sought. Barriers enacted by 
three productions here, but has foreign governments that block in- 
been held back mainly by the un- | come remittances are “artificial 
certainty of securing circuit rey- | and discriminatory,” forcing 
enue, without 
ment is utterly negligible. 


of United Artists Export, | Fi ht F 4 _ 
oreign Pix Where 
nental biz. | 8 8 
The Hollywood American Fed- 
| foreign trade barriers to the Gov- 


| 
secretary of UA’s British corpora- | 1 
tion, and Walter E. Gray, secretary | AFL Film Council To 
Ltd., | 
which handles company’s Conti- | 
Kelly will be back in the u.s.| ‘Trade Barriers Exist 
at the end of this week after a} Hollywood, Feb. 15 
ation of Labor film council will 
|carry the fight against artificial 
‘ernment in an effort to relieve 
Hollywood unemployment. Unless 


prepared to push for a ban here 
| of pix made in countries whose re- 
| Strictions ‘discriminate unfairly 
against American pictures and 


| foreign countries, with foreign la- 
bor, pictures designed for United 
UA Board Meets Next Week | States domestic market, the council 


| Return of Kelly to the U. S. at _ charges. 


| the pt +" rs week ene the 
‘next week ‘Discussion or product MAAS FLYING OVER 
| deals an erms for use of the 

CONTINENTAL SURVE 


' $600,000 fund provided for financ- 
Irving Maas, veepee and g.m. of 


|ing UA pix by Howard Hughes is 
/on the agenda. 

Paul N. Lazarus, dt... exec assist- | Motion Picture Export Assn., will 
ant to prexy Grad Sears, leaves Plane to Europe Friday (18) on a 
Friday (18) on a 12-day Caribbean continental business junket to 
/eruise aboard the Santa Paula. |cover Czechoslavakia, Poland, Aus- 
tria, Germany, Hungary and Yugo- 
slavia. Maas also plans to make 


WB'S ‘BELINDA’-“MADRE" tr Siuicaria ‘and Rumania but is 
| awaiting visa clearances. 
- DUAL FOR OSCAR BALL 


His first stop will be Paris on 
| Warners’ Broadway Strand, in Feb. 21 when Maas will confer with 
an attempt to capitalize on the Managers of the MPEA member- 
forthcoming Academy Awards, has companies on problems of foreign 
booked “Johnny Belinda” and distribution. Louis Kanturek, 














Barbara Stanwyck, “Sorry, Wrong Num- “Treasure of the Sierra Madre,’”|MPEA supervisor in eastern 


ber” (Par-Wallis). 
Jane Wyman, “Johnny Belinda” (WB). 
Supporting Actress 
Barbara Bel 
Mama” (RKO). 
Ellen Corby, “I 
(RKO). 
Agnes Moorehead, 


Geddes, ‘“‘l Remember 


Remember Mama” 


“Johnny Belinda” 


( a 
Jean Simmons, “Hamlet,” Universal-J. 
Arthur Rank. 
Claire Trevor. “Key Largo” (WB). 
Directing . 
“Hamlet” (U-Rank), Laurence Olivier. 
“Johnny Batinda” (WB), Jean Negulesco. | 
“The Search” (Metro), V. Fred Zinne- 
man. 
“Snake Pit” (20th). Anatole Litvak. 
“Treasure of Sierra Madre” (WB), John | 
Huston. 
Best Screenplay 
“A Foreign Affair’ (Par), Charles 
Brackett, Billy Wilder, Richard L. Breen. | 
“Johnny Belinda” (WB), Irmgard von. 
Cube and Allen Vincent. 
“The Search” (Praesens Film-Metro), 
Richard Schweitzer. David Wechsler. 
“Snake Pit” (20th), Frank Bartos and 
Millen Brand. j 
“Treasure of Sierra Madre” (WB), John 
Huston. 
Best Motion Picture Stor | 
“The Louisiana Story.” Robert Flaherty, | 


(Continued on page 24) 


— 


WB Borrows Jones | 
For ‘Grandolet’: 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. | 
Jennifer Jones, on loanout from | 
David O. Selznick, will star for | 





Picture, based on a novel by 


Monica and his personal property | bought for Bette Davis but the | 


were bequeathed to his widow. 


studio thought the story, localed | 


Bank accounts go to his son and |in Louisiana, was too much like al 


two daughters. 


wsoccty 


former Davis starrer, “Jezebel.” j 
Pade Crees 


both WB pix named for the best Europe, and Marian Jordan, MPEA 
feature prize, as a two-week double general manager for Germany, will 
bill package starting Feb. 25. War- also attend the Paris conclave. 
ners hope the publicity centering! In Czecho, Poland and Bulgaria, 
around the Academy nominations where MPEA films are on release, 
will make the twin bill a natural at Maas will confer with heads of the 
the boxoffice. |government monopolies on a new 
“Treasure” played the Strand /1949-50 distrib pact. In Yugoslavia, 
originally Jan. 23, 1948, and “Be- he hopes to speed up arrangements 
linda”~ opened there last Oct. 1. for early release of member-com- 
House will drop its stageshow for pany product under terms of the 


‘the two weeks of the run. Strand | Eric Johnston-Tito pact inked at 


on several occasions previously has Belgrade last October. Yugoslavia 


‘eliminated stageshows for a double |has already approved a number of 


bill of reissues. films under the 25-pic agreement 


Stage bill will return March 11, | With MPEA. 
when the house opens “South of St.| In Hungary, where MPEA re- 
Louis” (WB), which will be fol- leases have been at a virtual stand- 
lowed by “Kiss in the Dark” (WB). still for almost a year, Maas will 
— the possibility of a deal 
with the heads of the newly cre- 
cout nett. Europe ated nationalized state film board. 
Vivian Blaine Similar attempts will be made in 
Sten Binnet Rumania if Maas can obtain a visa 
eg Connell after four previous unsuccessful 
Tack ~ sere tries during the past two years, 
Jack Forrester 


Manny Frank 
Sol Hurok 
Patricia Knight 
Somerset Maugham 
Beverly Nichols 
James E. Perkins 
Norman Reader 
Paul Robeson 
George Seaton 
Hiram Sherman 
Willie Shore 
Josef Somlo 
Cornel Wilde | 








Europe to N. Y. 


Robert Benjamin 
Peggy Cummins 
Jack Goodman 
Gosta Hedstrom 
Arthur W. Kelley 
Charles Lederer 
David Niven 

Ivor Novello 
Victor Saville 
Lee Savold 
Anna-Lisa Soderblom 
Nancy, Thompson 





a solution is found, the council is | 


which the induce-|AMerican producers to “make in | 


+ Universal may open its own of- 
,fice in Germany and Austria for 
|individual’ film selling, thereby 
wae surrender of that 
| territory by the Motion Picture 
_ Export Assn. U is currently con- 
ducting a survey to determine 
| whether such a move is ripe, Jo- 
| seph H. Seidelman, company’s for- 
eign dept. chief, told a press con- 
|ference this week. (The company 
is the second member of the MPEA 
to study such action. Metro has 
|already made overtures in the same 
| direction.) 

| “When the time is approprate, I 
| think the companies should have 
| their own operations in Germany 
/and Austria,” Seidelman said. Be- 
cause business in Germany is “fan- 
_tastic,” U’s overseas topper added, 


|“the market probably should have 
attention.” It is his 
t “the companies can 
|do better there competitively than 
| collectively.” 

| To stress the standout impor- 
| tance of pix in Germany, Seidel- 
/man said the authorities are per- 
'mitting reconstruction of theatres 
while still freezing building opera- 
tions of other industries. U’s Ber- 
lin theatre, Mercedes Palast, in the 
| French zone, has been permitted 
| to do extensive repair work. 

| Seidelman returned over the 
weekend from a trek to South 
Africa. On his way back, he called 
a confab of his European reps in 
| Lisbon. 

So. Africa ‘Timing Bad’ 

On his cabled advice, Seidelman 
said, the projected trip of Francis 
Ss. Harmon, veepee of the Motion 

Picture Assn. of America, and a 
number of h.o. execs to South Afri- 
ca was Called off. It was aimed at 
making representations to the Do- 
|minion government for new film 
restrictions, but “the timing would 
have been very bad,” he said. 
| Meeting of foreign dept. heads 
| will be held today (Wed.), when 
| Seidelman reports on the SA situa- 
| tion. 

Remittances from that Dominion, 
ordinarily $5,000,000 yearly, will 
_be cut in half by the new ukase 
which bars remittances in excess 
| of 50% of 1947. Under one inter- 
pretation of the rule, the compa- 
nies would be banned from piling 
| UP frozen credits for sums exceed- 
jing the 50%. Seidelman believes 
that this interpretation, already 
, applied to other industries, will be 
| Telaxed so far as pictures are con- 
, cerned because of its impractica- 
| bility. 

Local South African exhibs are 

(Continued on page 6) 


L. A. to N. Y. | 
Arnold Albert 
Desi Arnaz 
Kenny Baker 
Lucille Ball 
Marion Bell 
John Brahm 
Houston Branch 
Cecil Brown 
Richard Conte 
Herbert Crooker 
Howard Dietz 
Ernest Emerling 
William R. Ferguson 
Bryan Foy 
Ezra Goodman 
Susan Hayward 
Georgie Joy 
Deborah Kerr 
Herbert Kline 
Stanley Kramer 
Al Lichtman 
Jack Mass 
Raymond Massey 
John Murphy 
William Ornstein 
Eugene Picker 
Manning Post 
George Raft © 
N. Peter Rathvon 
Edward G. Robinson 
Cesar Romero 
Monroe Rubinger 
Montague Salmon 
Silas F. Seadler 
Frank Sinatra 
Barnard Straus 
James T. Vaughan 
Richard Widmark 
W. Lee Wilder 
Gordon Youngman 
Bill Zimmerman 


N. Y: to L. A. 


Tommy Dorsey 
Richard Greene 
Joseph Hazen . 
Patricia Medina 
Margaret O’Brien 
Manny Reiner 
Carleton Smith 
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Alhed’s Consensus of Tastes 


Poll taken among Allied exhibitors shows that action and comedy 
films do the best business in the nabes and small-town houses. 
Following is a consensus of what the questionnaires sent to all 


members of Allied revealed on various types of pix. 


Material is 


contained in the association’s report on “What the Public Wants to 


See.” 


Westerns: “Exhibitors are agreed that they have never had a 


first class western that was a boxoffice failure. 


.. » Exclude from 


this generalization the cheap, run-of-mine quickie westerns, al- 
though they find a ready market in some areas outside the big 


cities.” 


Outdoor Pictures: “It means pictures in which action prevails 


over dialog. 
stories and kid stories. . . 


Included in this category are nature stories, animal 
. Nature, kid and animal pictures with 


adequate production and an appealing storv seem to be surefire at 


the boxoffice.” 


Comedies: “Not used to include the oldfashioned comedies of 


manners. 
is good, the direction sharp, the 
least a semblance of a story.... 


. .. Comedies are absolutely surefire if the script writing 


acting first class, and there is at 
The people are hungry for laugh- 


ter; mix it with a little romance and the picture cannot fail.” 
Romance: “Theatre audiences never tire of love although, curi- 


ously, the word in the title of a 


picture does not seem to help it. 


. . . Like comedies these should be low-budget pictures because 
lavishness of sets and costumes are relatively unimportant.” 
Musicals: “These pictures have done well in many instances, but 


quite often they are a gamble. 


Musicals can be absorbed in mod- 
eration but some new formulas must be devised. 


In this connec- 


tion, one exhibitor explodes, ‘For God’s sake, quit making back- 


stage musicals, because we have 


all seen the same plot with some 


variations about 69 times in recent years’.”’ 
Whodunits: ‘“‘The exhibitors appear to feel that there have been 
too many mystery pictures in recent years and that the public is 


getting fed up. 


It is perhaps because so many such pictures are 


being made that the quality has seemed to sag.” 

Horror Pictures: ‘There is small place for them in most the- 
atres, and the special horror shows and accompanying sensational 
advertising have given them a black eye... . Most exhibitors think 
the zombies should be locked up in a closet and kept there.” 

Drama and Adventure: “Because there has been so little of the 
thing which the exhibitors identify as drama, comment on the sub- 


ject was meager. 


The same goes for adventure pictures. 


But 


they agreed that these are good only if the story and direction 


are good. 
and would like to see more of it.’ 


Some think the day for good, clean drama is not past, 








Big Five's Anti-Trust Decree Should 
Aid Indie Exhibs, Says Allied’s Myers 





The anti-trust decrees shaping 
up for the Big Five defendants are 
regarded with strong satisfaction 
by Abram F. Myers, board chair- 
man and general counsel of the 
Allied States Exhibitors. Belief 
that the decrees will be effective 
is expressed in Myers’ annual re- 
port presented at the mid-winter 
Allied Board meeting yesterday 
(14) and today. 

The report takes a strong slap 
at the arbitration proposal of the 
majors, and a couple of backhand 
jabs at Theatre Owners of Ameri- 
ca, which, however, is never re- 
ferred to by name. 

In considering the anti-trust de- 
crees, Myers predicted an increased 
production of films as a result. Re- 
port said of the anti-trust situa- 
tion: 

“Assuming that the pattern has 
been set and that 20th Century, 
Warner Bros. and Loew’s will un- 
dergo substantially the same proc- 
ess . . . the distributors will no 
longer have any incentive to grant 
special privileges to their own the- 

(Continued on page 22) 


20th Using Its Foreign 
Pix Coin for Production 


Washington, Feb. 15. + 
| 
| 
| 





Abroad, Says Skouras. 


Twentieth-Fox, unlike some of 
the other film companies, will not 


attempt to liquidate its frozen cur- | 
rency abroad by buying up real 


estate and other commodities. In- 
stead, according to 20th prez Spy- 
ros P. Skouras, the company will 
inwest as much of its frozen coin 
as possible in foreign production, 
with the number of pictures to be 
made abroad depending on the 
amount of currency non-remittable 
in each country. 

Speaking at a homeoffice press 
conference following his return 
from a three-week swing through 
Europe, Skouras declared that 
20th’s ambitious foreign produc- 


tion plans would also rule out any | 


more deals for the company to dis- 
tribute in the U. S. films made by 
foreign producers. “With our own 
pictures being made in foreign 


countries,” he said, “we won’t need 
(Continued on page 22) 


Robt. Taylor Oater 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 


“Devils Doorway,” first of three 
westerns Metro will make this year, 
is due for a March start with Rob- 
ert Taylor starred. Nicholas Nay- 
fack will produce. 
| Other oaters will be “The Out- 
| riders,” which Richard Goldstone 
will produce, and “Ambush,” which 
Armand Deutsch will make. 


Allied's Drive 
For Flats Gets 
Mixed Reaction 


Washington, Feb. 15. 
H. A. Cole’s Allied committee, 
| which did some door-to-door can- 
vassing of major distribs in the 
past few weeks to get them to drop 
“must” percentage pix, 
| with win-tie-and-lose score. Cole 


|advised the Allied board meet to- 
day (Tues.) that some companies 
were ready to go along with the 
group’s proposal. His report does 








~ ALLIED RAPS ‘SOPHISTICATED’ PIX 





AOARD REVEALS 








emerged | 


Washington, Feb. 15. 


The trouble with films these 
|days is that they are designed for 
the tastes of Broadway sophisti- 
cates and professional reviewers, 
and have gotten away from the 
desires of the neighborhood and 
small town audiences, Allied States 
Ass’n of exhibitors charged today 
| (15). 

The Allied board, in session here 
yesterday (14) and today, made 
|public its survey of film tastes, 
i*What the public wants to see.” 
Allied polled all its members 
|last fall in response to Eric John- 
|ston’s invitation to the association 
to join an all-industry conference 
jon “public acceptance of current 
films.”” Survey was prepared for 
lthis conference, which was twice 
| postponed, and now has been quiet- 





i 





‘Best? & ‘Worst’ 


Washington, Feb. 15. 
Features which grossed best 
for Allied members in 1948, re- 
gardless of rentals, are as fol- 


lows, in order of their busi- 
ness: “Fuller Brush Man,” 
“Green Grass of Wyoming,” 


“My Wild Irish Rose,” “Easter 
Parade,” “Best Years of Our 
Lives,” “Scudda Hoo, Scudda 
Hay,” “Wistful Widow of Wag- 
on Gap,” “Road to Rio,” “Bride 
Goes Wild” and “Sitting 
Pretty.” 

Ten worst high-priced gross- 
ers, reported by the Allied ex- 
hibitors, in order of their flop- 


ly shelved. eroo value, were: “Captain 
The Allied exhibitors from all {Tom Castile,’ “Gentleman’s 

parts of the country poured in * gr rs ’ & iain’ 
‘their views on good and bad films Miracle of the Bells, “The 
:, , “*| Pirate,” “Down to Earth,” 


‘the best and worst types at the 
|small theatre boxoffice, and in gen- | 
leral got off their chests something 
|they have wanted to explode about | 
‘for a long time. 

| The survey tells Hollywood what 
|kind of pictures should be made, 
i'how they should be merchandised, 
and what to do to improve exhib- 
\itor-distributor relations, and also 
| public relations. Survey was re- 
| leased today, it was explained, be- 
| cause 


“Eric Johnston yielded to 
‘the pressure of the ivory tower | 
{boys and called off” the all-in- 


| dustry conference for which it was 
| prepared. 
‘Bias Vs. Little Theatres’ 


Pointing out that the bulk of 
cooperative advertising is concen- 
trated in New York and Los An- 
geles, the report declares this is 
|discriminatory against the little 


(Continued on page 8) 
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Netter to Operate 
Par’s Fla. Houses 


Leon Netter, Paramount The- 
‘atres Service veepee, headed for 





“Lady in Ermine,” “Treasure 
of Sierra Madre,” “Time of 
Your Life” and “Arch of Tri- 
umph.” 


Schwalberg May 
Name | or 2 Asst. 
Sales Mors. at Par 


Paramount’s studio huddles, 
planned to be staged during the 
last week of the current month, 
may result in the naming of one or 
possibly two assistant sales chiefs 
| by Alfred W. Schwalberg, newly- 
|appointed distribution head, it is 
| reported. Understood that Schwal- 
| berg is now considering that move 
as a way of speeding the sale and 
| liquidation of Paramount product. 
Company currently operates with 
four divisional chiefs but no gen- 
‘eral assistant. 
| One report mentions Gordon 
| Lightstone, Canadian sales chief, 
|as one of the possibilities. The stu- 
dio huddles will be attended by a 
large delegation from New York. 








| Jacksonville and Tampa Monday~ Among those who have been added 


'(14) for confabs with Frank Rogers, 


head of Par’s Florida State The- 
atres circuit. Netter may take over 
the top operation spot of that group 
of houses. Deal, however, requires 
considerable ironing out and is yet 
to be inked. Leonard Goldenson, 
Par’s theatre chief, may join the 
talks in Florida later. 


Florida Theatres group is wholly- 
‘owned by Par, the company having 
jbought out the interest of E. J. 
‘Sparks a number of years ago. It 
/is understood that the aging Rogers 
has been ill for several years and 
‘is anxious to transfer active con- 
‘trol to a younger man. 


Netter’s dickerings with Rogers 
iis another instance of the disper- 
‘sion of Paramount theatre execs to 
‘outlying circuits as a curtain-raiser 
to the forthcoming dissolution of 
‘partnership holdings under the 
anti-trust case. First instance was 





‘to the list are divisional managers | 
| (Ted) O’Shea, Hugh Owen, | 
' James Donohue and George Smith. | 
| Oscar Morgan, short subjects sales | 


E. K. 


‘chief, and Lightstone will also 
| head west. 


Schwalberg, it is understood, is 
working very closely with his divi- 
(Continued on page 6) 


PAR DISSOLVING WITH 
 WILBY-KINCEY CIRCUIT 





| Negotiations are now under way . 


for dissolution of Paramount’s the- 
‘atre partnership with Robert B. 
Wilby and H. F. Kincey. Both 
| Wilby and Kincey are currently in 
New York huddling with Leonard 
Goldenson, Par’s theatre chief, and 
‘other company officers. Report- 
‘edly, the deal would involve a pur- 
chase of the two southern exhib’s 


not disclose when and how it would that of Montague Gowthorpe. who interest in the houses. 


be done. 

Other companies, Cole reported, 
had flatly refused face-to-face re- 
quests. While the results of the 
trip are confusing, Cole believes 
that the majors are now regarding 
flat rentals in a more kindly light. 


Another report said that Allied | 
is snaring a good reaction from re- | 


ligious, welfare and educational or- 
ganizations in its drive for adop- 
tion of the Finneran plan. This 
'ealls for disciplining of stars con- 
victed on criminal charges. Exhib 
group has been seeking public sup- 
port for its program. - 

All officers of Allied, headed by 
William L. Ainsworth, president, 
were reelected for another year. 
| Abram F. Myers, was again named 
‘board chairman and general coun- 
sel; Trueman Rembusch, treasurer; 
\ (Continued on page 16) 


| (Continued on page 22) 


TWO NEW SCRIPTS 
~~ AWAIT LANA’S RETURN 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Lana Turner has two pictures to 
make for Metro when she returns 
to Hollywood. Studio announced 
the purchase of “The Abiding Vi- 
sion,’ a novel by Rebecca West, 
as a Turner starrer. It will be 
produced by Voldemar Vetluguin 
from a script by Samson Raphael- | 
son. 

Original announcement of the 
first picture for the star’s return 
to Culver City was “The Reformer 
and the Redhead.” Now it is a 





| Involved in the negotiations are 
|23 houses of the Alabama Theatres 
chain and 70 in North Carolina 
|'Theatres. Paramount holds a 50% 
interest in these circuits, with the 
main outside interests consisting of 
investments by persons who are not 
|'exhibs. However, Wilby and Kin- 
‘cey operate their own houses and 
are therefore subject to court re- 
strictions. 

Wilby holds 4.45% in Alabama 
Theatres while Kincey’s interest is 
only .75%. Former has a 1.6% cut 
of North Carolina Theatres. Kin- 
cey’s interest is .67%. 

Paramount has maintained that 
the two chains are clear of a court 
taboo since “actual or potential op- 
erators” own less than 5% of the 
stock. It is, nonetheless, seeking to 
end its partnership with the Wilby- 


/question of which comes first. i\Kineey team. 


Majors’ Attorneys Urge Showdown 
PURLIG TASTES, Anti-Trust Battle; See Dim Chance 
| Of 20th Retaining Most of Theatres 


+ The chances of 20th-Fox copping 


a settlement in the Government 
‘anti-trust action on terms which 
would give it most of its theatres 
is regarded as dim by industry in- 
siders. The Dept. of Justice, ac- 
cording to reliable reports from 
Washington, considers the two-com- 
pany splitup imposed on RKO and 
Paramount as a formula for any 
‘other peace deals. Reaction fol- 
lows the announcement by Spyros 
P. Skouras, 20th’s prez, this week 
that his company intends to renew 
negotiations with the Government 
once Par’s pact is aired. 

Attorneys repping 20th, Warner 
Bros. and Metro—the three thea- 
tre-owning companies still in the 
fight—believe the Par-RKO deals 
will bulwark their defense in the 
case. These advisers are set against 
a compromise of the action, par- 
ticularly along the lines of the 
RKO and Paramount split into two 
separate units. They are advising 
the company toppers to fight the 
action to a final showdown. 


Observers were inclined to dis- 
count. the chances of 20th getting 
a deal, particularly since Skouras 
has said the company would ask 
for integrated exhibition-produc- 
tion-distribution operations. One 
such proposal, made _— several 
months ago by 20th, ended with- 
out results over the question of 
the number of houses allowed to 
the company. 

On the other hand, defense pos- 
sibilities are “infinitely stronger, 
not only in disproving pure mo- 


nopoly, but also in defending 
against the Government charge 


(Continued on page 24) 


Small Balking on That 
Extra 257% But Italo 
‘Magic’ Probably to UA 


Inability to agree on a distribu- 
tion fee is blocking conclusion of 
current negotiations between 
Edward Small and United Artists 
for release by the company of 
Small’s “Black Magic.” Producer in 
‘the past has paid 25% and UA has 
now jumped its fee to 2712% and, 
in some cases, to 30%. 


Small refuses to agree to the 
upped charge, although UA has in- 
dicated willingness to defer the 
collection of 242% of its fee until 
the producer gets out on the pic. 
Compromise may be reached if 
Small accedes to UA’s desire for a 
imultiple picture deal, which would 
| guarantee the company the next 
‘two or three films he makes. It’s 
thought likely a deal will be 
reached. 

“Magic” was made in Italy with 
Orson Welles starred. Small is be- 
ing tough in making the distribu- 
tion deal since he figures he has 
the equivalent to him of about $1,- 
600,000 in it, despite the fact part 
of the financing was in lira. 


AGNEW’S SALES OUTFIT 
TO HANDLE ‘PREJUDICE’ 


Motion Picture Sales Corp., 
headed by Neil Agnew, will handle 
release of “Prejudice.” Fictional 
film, aimed at promoting tolerance, 
was produced by Edmund L. Dorf- 
mann and the Protestant Motion 
Picture Commission with fimancing 
by the B'nai Brith. Pic is now ed- 
iting and will be released in March. 

'It is from an original by Jarvis 
Couillard, with screenplay by Ivan 
Goff, Ben Roberts and Couillard. 
Edward L. Cahn directed and Paul 
F. Heard, Protestant Film Com- 
mission topper, supervised for that 
organization. 

Dorfmann last week also con- 
cluded a deal with Paul Henreid 
for joint production of “Runaway.” 
Henreid holds a United Artists re- 
lease for the pic. Dorfmann will 

' provide financing. 
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Metro and U Follow 20th in Chilling 
Indie Deals; UA and EL Still Yen Em 





With two more majors during 
the past week disclosing that they’d 
handle no more product from in- 
dependent producers, field that 
opened to the lone wolf filmmakers 
during the war is rapidly retract- 
ing. Metro and Universal are the 
latest to add their definite nix on 
indies to a similar expression by 
20th-Fox about a month ago. 


Other companies are still willing 
to listen to deals, but there is a 
mighty big “if” attached to most 
of the listening. That means pri- 
marily Paramount, Warner Bros. 
and Columbia. RKO is in an in- 
between state, ostensibly welcom- 
ing indies but unwilling to make 
deals at the moment. 

On the other hand, with arms 
outstretched wider than ever are 
United Artists, exclusively in the 
business of handling indie product, 
and Eagle Lion, which is turning 
more or less to that type of opera- 
tion. That means that despite the 
closure by other companies, the 
lone producers need have no fear 
of being squeezed out of the field 
because of lack of release—if they 
have a suitable package and the 
financing. 

Metro’s pronouncement of _ its 
cold shoulder for the indies was 
made during the sessions of its 
sales execs on the Coast last week. 
Company has never been much of 
a home for the indies, but was 
seemingly warming up to them a 
couple of years ago when it took 
on Enterprise, Hal Roach (deal 
later fell through), Liberty’s ‘State 
of the Union” and Argosy’s (John 
Ford-Merian Cooper) “Three God- 
fathers.” It’s all over noW, how- 
ever, Louis B. Mayer told the con- 
ventioneers. 

Main Reason: Poor Pix 

Universal’s stand was imparted 
to VARIETY by a top exec of the 
company. His reasoning was sim- 
ilar to that of Mayer and Andy 
Smith, Jr., 20th-Fox’s distribution 
chief, who recently made the an- 
nouncement concerning his com- 
pany’s stand. The indie product 
has just not averaged out profitably 
for the companies from _ several 
standpoints. 

First reason is that in too many 
cases the films have proved to be 
poor from a b.o. view. Universal, 
in particular, has had bad luck that 
wavy, which has been costly in view 
of the fact that it put up at least 
50% of the financing in all cases. 
The indies were in no small meas- 
ure responsible for U’s poor finan- 
cia! showing last year. 

Second reason for the backing 
away by all companies from the in- 
dies is that they find present high 
overhead costs can most economi- 
cally be absorbed by making a max- 
imum number of films on their own 
lots and using their own staffs. It 
is more profitable to keep person- 
nel on their payrolls occupied to 
the greatest possible degree than 
to allow the leisure that might be 
involved in making fewer pix on 
their own and getting the rest from 
indies. 











Schwalberg 


| Continued from page 5 = 


sional chiefs whom he has had in 
on a number of conferences. New 
sales topper is pressing for faster 
liquidation of product via getting 
the booked films into theatres for 
playoffs. He is also pushing for 
longer runs for Paramount product 
in an effort to build up weekly 
rentals. 

Studio confabs now look to be a 
full-scale review of company pol- 
icy. Barney Balaban, Par’s prez, 
and Adolph Zukor, board chair- 
man, will be on hand. George 
Weltner, foreign dept. head, and 
his ad-pub chief Paul Ackerman 
are also booked. Leonard Golden- 
son, theatre head, is currently pen- 
cilled in for the trip. Others mak- 
ing the trek are veepee Paul Rai- 
bourn; Stanley Shuford, ad man- 
ager;- Ben Washer, eastern pub- 
licity head, and William Danziger, 
exploitation manager. 

First tangible step taken by 
Schwalberg is a shift in the releas- 
ing slate for the next three months. 
“Streets of Laredo,” Technicolor 
westerner on which Par is count- 
ing heavily, has been postponed 
from March 25 to May 27. “El 
Paso” and “Bride of Vengeance” 
are both moved up to fill the gap. 
By so doing, Schwalberg breaks 
up a releasing schedule of three 
westerners in a row—‘Whispering 
Smith,” “El Paso” and “Loredo.” 


20th Pays Only $1,000 
For 16G ‘Chicken’ Junket 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Twentieth-Fox shelled out only 
$1,000 for a $16,000 press-perform- | 
er junket to Tucson for “Chicken | 
Every Sunday” preem over week- 
end. American Airlines contributed 
$2,100 for two chartered planes, | 
city put up $11,000 to plug dude 
ranches, Tucson Sunshine Climate | 
Club anted up the remainder. 

Airline originated the trip as a 
plug for winter resort, which was | 
locale of Rosemary Taylor novel on | 
which film is based. Studio coin 
covered cocktail party, dinner at 
Santa Rita hotel, photographic | 





INSIDE TRANSACTIONS 
ON PARAMOUNT STOCK 


Washington, Feb. 15. | 

There were a number of insider | 
stock transactions in Paramount) 
common for the month ending Jan. | 
10, Securities and Exchange Com- | 
mittee discloses in its regular 
monthly report. Spotlight turns on 
the Par deals because the firm is_ 
going into a consent decree with 
the Government. 

Leonard H. Goldenson sold 300 
shares in a joint account, leaving 
him with 700 in that account, plus 
another 1,100 owned outright. An 
account in the name of Sons of 
Henry Ginsberg sold 125 shares. 
Stanton Griffis gave away 300 
shares but still holds 8,700. Mau- 


'rice Newton made several stock 
gifts but also purchased 225 shares, 


to decline his net holdings by only 
10 shares during the month. He 
owns 18,595 of the common. | 

Nate Blumberg, of Universal, | 
made gifts of warrants for 200 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Hollywood's production execs are considerably better educated than 
the average—more than 60°% boast college degrees—it was pointed 
out this week by Morris Helprin, American rep for Sir Alexander 
Korda and erstwhile New York Times film critic. Helprin made his 
discovery through a study of biogs of producers and studio execs to 


_ prove the point to a disparaging friend who had claimed that the men 


responsible for turning out the majority of Hollywood product were 
representative of the “ain't level” of intelligence. The phrase, “ain't 
level,” indicating a lack of knowledge of elemental English, was bor- 
rowed from a new play attacking the film capital. 

Helprin made up a random list of every well known producer he 
could think of and had it checked. Of the 127 men on the roster, 49 
have no formal education indicated (although this doesn’t necessarily 
mean they haven’t had any), two are high school graduates, one is the 
product of an industrial art school and the remaining 75 are college 
men. Helprin claim this is a higher ratio of university degrees than will 
be found in almost any other business,” ‘‘although it must be admitted 
that a high average of education does not necessarily imply a high 
level of intelligence.” 

“A comment seems obvious, he concludes, “and that is that if the 


majority of an industry has a high level of education, but turns out 
what some characterize as an ‘ain't’ level of product, then that product 


work, etc. Weekend showing was | Shares of $1 par common, reducing | is dictated by the demands of the public and not necessarily formu- 


arranged by Charles Einfeld, 20th’s | his bundle to 27,200. Blumberg : ” 
new ad-publicity chief, so press also reported earlier gifts totaling | lated by those who make pictures. 





corps of 50 could easily get away 


from jobs. 

















Indie Financing | 
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of them put up all the coin them- 
selves, not even bothering to find 
angels for second money. At the 
top of this list is Harry M. Popkin, 
who owns a chain of Southern 
California theatres in addition to 
producing. He made “My Dear 
Secretary,” now in release, and 
“Impact,” about to go into release, 
out of his own pocket. He did ob- 
tain bank loans, but not until after 
the pix were finished and he was 
able to show them to the lending 
institution. 
Danziger, Tone, Others 
Danziger brothers, of New York, 
who own a film technical service 
lab, completely financed their in- 
itial film, “Jigsaw,” produced in 
Manhattan with Franchot Tone} 


starring. It cost about $400,000. | 


Tone, incidentally, put up the dol- 
lars himself for the financing of 
another pic in which he starred, 
“Man on the Eiffel Tower,” filmed 
in Paris. Actor owns an important 
chunk of the Carborundum Co. of 
America via inheritance. 


1,100 shares. J. Cheever Cowdin 
reported a November transfer of | 


a trust to his direct holdings. He 
now owns 91,538 shares. Daniel M. 


shares. | 


For a total cash expenditure of $35, an 18-minute short has been 


| warrants for 4,662 shares owned by made by a group of RKO studio employes as an appeal for help to dis- 


abled veterans in Government hospitals. Showing the work of the 
Jewish War Veterans and its auxiliaries, the film stands up well as an 


| Sheaffer, of Philadelphia, sold 500 interesting and moving document. No release has been set on it as yet. 


Titled “Dear Ma,” the picture deals with hospital scenes in which 


Albert Warner gave away 200, women of the JWV auxiliaries visit the disabled men and provide them 


shares of $5 common in his com- 
pany, but still owns 444,300, plus 
another 21,000 in a trust account. 
Harry M. Warner made gifts of | 
600 shares. He now has 282,550, 
plus 16,000 in a trust account. 


Harry Brandt, of New York, con- 


| tinued to build up his interest in 


Trans Lux. He bought 200 shares 
more of the $1 common and now 
owns 90,865, plus shares in trust 
accounts. 


Herbert J. Yates bought in 
heavily in Republic common. In 
12 separate transactions he boosted 
his holdings by 5,644 shares. He/| 
now has 79,331. Edwin Van Pelt 
sold 600. Frederick R. Ryan un- 
loaded his 1,000 shares. Walter L. | 
Titus, Jr., bought 300 shares. He! 
owns 106,635, plus 12,200 in a spe- 
cial account. 
| Lehman Bros. purchased 5,000 
i'shares of RKO common fast 
| month, and Frederick L. Ehrman 
| bought 2,800. 
| Jack Cohn, exec veepee of Co- 


entertainment, gifts and kindly attentions to help them through the 
long, drab days of convalescence. 

Those who made the film displayed ingenuity in its production. 
They salvaged waste tag ends of film left in the studio cameras, pieced 
them together and used them to shoot with. They used a hospital 


| wheelchair for dolly shots, with a cameraman utilizing a portable 


camera. They managed to obtain the services of the RKO music de- 
partment gratis for a score. ‘“‘Dear Ma” was produced by Elmo Williams, 
with Rose Mathias as associate producer. Lorraine Williams wrote the 
screenplay. Robert Ford and Robert Belcher were co-directors and 
co-cameramen. Nellie Waldo served as technical advisor. 





Society of Independent Motion Picture Producers will receive rep- 
resentation on the U. S. National Commission for the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific & Cultural Organization through its prez, Ellis 
Arnall, who was appointed to the commission last week. Also named 
to the commission at the same time was B. W. Huebsch, head of Viking 
Press, who'll rep the American Book Publishers Council. 

Composed of some 100 U. S. citizens, the commission was formed to 
execute the aims and principles of UNESCO in America. Meanwhile, 
the executive committee of the group is scheduled to convene in Wash- 
ington for a two-day conclave starting Friday (18) to map an agenda of 
a full commission huddle that’s set for Cleveland late next month. 


| 


| 





Matty Fox, Universal Pictures vice-prexy and prez of the American 
| Indonesian Corp., this week denied allegations by U. S. State Depart- 


Although they went to the banks lumbia, has made a gift of 1,100; ment officials that the latter company is a foreign trade monopoly. 


for at least part of the coin, two 


shares of ‘company common to 


American Indonesian Corp., which has no relation with film business, 


other UA producers provided all Artists Foundation, Inc. In several | Was set up, according to Fox, “‘to serve the usual function of a foreign 


their own second money and all of | other transactions, Cohn sold an| 80vernment purchasing commission.” 


Fox is currently abroad but is 


their own guarantees to the banks | additional 1,200 shares of Colum-| €xpected to return to the U. S. this week. 


—which takes a whopping credit bia stock and bought a block of | 


balance. They are William  R. 


500. 


Other trading companies and the State Dept. have recently voiced 
| protests against the corporation’s contract with the Indonesian Repub- 


Frank, whose initialer, “The Great) Columbia exec now holds 48,568 | lican government designating it as sole sales agent for that country in 
Dan Patch,” is about to go into shares directly. Additionally, he the U. S. 

release, and James Nasser, whose is trustee with voting privileges in 
“Don't Trust Your Husband” is! another 18,957 shares which are 





Producer J. S. Berkson has edited several shorts and a feature into a 


now in distribution and “Cover divided among his wife, Jeanette, “new” 150-minute picture with the aid of fresh footage recently shot 


Up” is awaiting release. 

Like Popkin, both Frank and 
Nasser are exhibitors—which in- 
dicates a growing trend in Holly- 
wood of theatre ops turning pro- 
ducer. Part of the reason, of 
course, is that they have the coin 
to finance themselves or to guaran- 
tee their own loans. Frank owns 
a chain in the Minneapolis area and 
Nasser is a partner in the T&D, 
Jr., circuit in the San Francisco 
territory. Nasser and his brother 
George also own the General Serv- 
ice Studios in Hollywood, which 
they acquired in 1947. 


——= Continued from page 4 | 











U’s Selling 


dead against the new rule and will 
fight the industry’s battle, accord- 
ing to U’s biggie. These exhibs are 
now collating facts and figures via 





a comprehensive questionnaire dis- | 
tributed to theatre ops. Seidelman 


is proposing that Yank distribs 
hold off in fighting the regulation 
until the facts are compiled and 
presented to the SA government. 

He will make this proposal at to- 
day’s MPEA meet. If the regula- 
tion is not relaxed, Seidelman sees 
the possibility of Dominion thea- 
tres shuttering for lack of product. 

In a fast reprise of European 
countries, foreign chief said that 
Spain is moving‘into even more 
difficult days for Yank distribs be- 
cause of the import license system. 
In Italy, he believes that govern- 
ment will preserve the status quo) 
on restrictions for another 12 
months at the request of American 
companies. The b.o. drop in Eng- 
land is hitting films of all nation- 
alities, including British. France 
shows marked improvement in 
local conditions, and revenues are 
far ahead of six months ago. \ 


‘and three sons, Ralph and Robert 
‘Cohn and Joseph Curtis. 

| Albert W. Lind, director in Re- 
| public Pictures, has picked up 500 
Shares of Rep’s common. Lind, 
heretofore, heid no stock in the 


| 
| company. 











Hazen Analyzes 
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counsel - turned - indie - producer 
thinks will be worst hurt by TV 
| competition. These are the kind 
| that tele does best because of the 
/Small screen and general nature 
‘of the medium, he explained. He 
‘thinks, therefore, that when the 
video competition § gets really 
|rough in a few years, producers 
|must turn to concentration on the 
| large-scale adventure and dramas 
| which can be done better by Holly- 
| wood than on video. 

Hazen disagrees — so far as 
Hazen-Wallis Productions is con- 
cerned — with the opinion’ ex- 
pressed in VARIETY a few weeks 
ago by his fellow-Paramount in- 
dies, William Pine and William 
Thomas, that $750,000 to $1,000,000 
is the preferred ceiling presently 
for independently-made pix. Hazen 
declared that H-W’s own experi- 
ence had shown that the plus 
values made possible by expendi- 
ture of additional coin provided an 
insurance that paid off. It didn’t 
necessarily mean greater profits, 
he explained, but it meant surer 


profits. His idea of a ceiling, he. 


said, was more like $1,500,000. 
Hazen left New York over the 


in New York under Jack Kemp's direction. Old product utilized com- 
|prised a “Poodles” Hanneford equestrian comedy, a Clyde Beatty 
_animal training clip and UA’s “Peck’s Bad Boy With the Circus.” Newly 
'lensed sequence has Fred Keating as a “ringmaster” tying the whole 
print together into a unit tagged “Circus Days.” Screencraft Pictures 
is releasing. 

Astor Pictures last year made a similar move when it re-edited a 
number of old Bing Crosby shorts into a full-length feature, “Road to 
Hollywood.” 





a 
| Bing Crosby, voted “best actor” for a fifth consecutive year in the 


| Photoplay awards, failed to show at the dinner for a second consecutive 
year. This time his name wasn’t even mentioned in the handout 
| prepped by mag staff but, just before conclusion of affair the Photoplay 

crew backed down, allowing emcee George Jessel to announce that 
_Crosby was unable to attend and that his award would be accepted by 
_Y. Frank Freeman. Up to then, the mag staff, obviously burned by 
_Groaner’s absence for the second consecutive year, had refused even 
to = he was getting an award. Crosby was in Frisco taping an 
| airshow. 





With net profit already hitting a higher figure than any other British 
picture, “Henry V” has grossed more than $925,000 in New York alone 
on some 27 playdates. J. Arthur Rank production, which United Artists 
is releasing in the U. S., now is netting more than $8,000 weekly in 
this country although originally released over here more than two 
years ago. 
“Henry V” net profit to date in the U. S. has reached $1,800,000. 
This compares with less than $1,800,000 grossed by “In Which We 
_ Serve” which has the benefit of war boom biz. Latter’s net was con- 
siderably below this figure. 





Three-way drumbeating tieup between Universal Pictures, National 
Broadcasting Co. and Procter & Gamble has been organized for the 
'world preem of Irving Brecher’s production, “Life of Riley,” at the 
RKO Grand, Cincinnati, March 4. Pic, based on the NBC airer which 
_is sponsored by the soap company, is teeing off with civic hoopla under 
_the mayor’s proclamation of ‘Life of Riley” week for the city. On the 
day following the preem, the pic will have a mass booking in several 
hundred theatres in the Cincinnati area, headquarters for the P&G 
company. 





Past year was a lively one insofar as location shooting in New York 


weekend for several weeks of con- | Was concerned. Figures announced last week by the city’s Department 


fabs with Wallis on the Coast. Unit 
currently has two pix in produc- 


of Commerce, which coordinates licensing of outdoor lensing, revealed 
that permits for 14 major films were processed in 1948. Among the 


tion, “Rope of Sand,” starring Burt | locationers were Roberts Productions’ “Force of Evil” (Metro) and 


Lancaster and Corinne Calvet, and 


_Universal’s “You Gotta Stay Happy.” Currently a Metro camera unit 


“Thelma Jordan,” starring Bar- | is waiting on a snowstorm in order to shoot background stuff of N. a. 


bara- Stanwyck. 


| Streets after a heavy fall. 
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IX BACKLOGS 


Comparative Slashings — 


Drastic slashing of picture inventories,under way for the past 
year has resulted in an estimated $40,000,000 Hollywood reduction 
during 48. Following is a breakdown of the five companies which 
have already reported their ’48 fiscal activities. 
Fox and RKO have yet to come up with their figures. 


Company "47 Backlog 
Metro eeeee $81,995,730 
Warners ..se- . 45,135,466 
Republic ...... 12,077,716 
Universal ..... 20,835,157 
Columbia ..... 19,230,973 


Paramount, 20th- 


748 Backlog Drop During Year | 


$69,943,870 $12,051,860 
39,577,404 5,558,062 
7,950,558 4,127,158 
16,896,779 3,938,378 
17,484,070 1,746,903 








Divorcement and Uncertam B. 0. 
Stalemating Unions’ New Demands 


Film industry’s uncertain future, + 


stemming in large part from the 
Government’s theatre divorcement 
proceedings, is entering as a de- 
cisive factor in the flock of union 
contract negotiations currently in- 
volving the major companies. Com- 
pany execs, facing demands for the 
third postwar round of wage hikes, 
are putting up firm § resistance 
against increasing their payroll 
loads until the anti-trust suit is 
finished and boxoffice conditions 
stabilize. 

Most important pact talks for the 
industry has been going on for the 
past half-year on the Coast, involv- 
ing about 15,000 studio craft work- 
ers. Execs of the International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees, which controls the studio 
unions, have indicated their will- 
ingness to by-pass any substantial 
wage increase in favor of a pension 
and insurance plan that would pro- 
tect workers in slack periods. In- 











MCA Toppers East 


Music Corp. of America top| 


‘echelon converged on New York | 


'in New York for several months. 


dustry toppers, however, have been | 


reluctant to agree in view of the | 


added financial burdens incurred 


by the pension scheme. 


In another bargaining situation, | 


involving 2,500 IATSE exchange 
workers in 32 key cities, the ma- 
jors also have turned thumbs down 
on a union proposal for a 15% 
wage tilt which would mean upping 
distrib’s annual payroll loads by 
$1,000,000. A stalemate in the ne- 
gotiations recently resulted in plac- 
ing the issue before Federal medi- 
ator A. L. Stone, who has been 
conducting meetings with both 
sides in an effort to reach a com- 
promise solution. 


Efforts of the eastern division of 
the Screen Publicists Guild to win 


a 25% wage boost for 250 home- | 


office flacks have also run into in- 
dustry arguments that divorce- 
ment, plus the dipping boxoffice, 


make raises impossible at the pres- | 
SPG has been carrying | 


ent time. 
on negotiations with the major 
companies for several weeks, but 
to date has failed to budge man- 
agement. It’s likely that the Guild 
will settle for a much smaller in- 
crease if the companies agree to 
accept their demands for tighter 
security and seniority provisions. 
A similar industry stand is also 
expected to be made in negotia- 
tions involving 2,500 homeoffice 
white-collarites which will 


rently being delayed pending out- 
come of the elections Feb. 23-25, 
at Paramount, Metro, Columbia, 
Republic and De Luxe labs, where 
IATSE’s Local H-63 and Screen 
Office & Professional Employees 
Guild are battling for jurisdiction- 
al control. 





Rep. Production Surge; 
54 Features Listed 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Republic is galloping along with 
54 features and serials on its 1948- 
49 production, regardless of slow- 
downs on other lots. Two oaters, 
“Law of the Golden West” 


last week, and seven more features 
are lined up to start before the 
first of April. 

Ready to go are “Bugles in 
Exile,” starring John Wayne; “The 
Avengers,” “Down Dakota Way,” 
Frontier Investigator,” 


open. 
this spring. Negotiations are cur- | 


last week, following a meeting in 
Chicago. Among those currently 


at the N. Y. office are Jules C. 
Stein, board chairman, and Taft 
Schreiber, veepee. President Lew 
Wasserman, after a short stay here, 
took off for his Hollywood office. 
Larry Barnett, veepee, who also 
attended the Chi meet, will remain | 


MCA is preparing to move into 
its new building at 57th and Madi- | 
son avenue in April, outfit to oc- 
cupy six floors. 


ECA Promises 
Aid on Foreign — 


Coin Problems 


Washington, Feb. 15. 
Promise of cooperation from the | 








Economic Cooperation Administra- | 


tion in helping the film companies | 
solve their frozen foreign exchange | 
problems was given on Thursday 


(10) by W. Chatfield Taylor, of the | 
organization. He was one of the) 
speakers at a luncheon and semi- | 





CUT $40,00 





000 





rPONOMY WAVE Referee Approves Settling NT Suit 
MAJOR FACTOR For $1,300,000 and Other Provisions 


Hollywood has taken a tremen- 


| 
| 


dous swipe at its picture invento- | 


ries in the past year. 
returns are in for fiscal 1948, the 
figures will show that approximate- 
ly $40,000,000 has been knocked 
off the celluloid backlog of films 
either in release, completed and 
waiting release or in production. 
The wave of production economies 
which first took hold in mid-1947 


will account for a substantial part 


of this reduction. 

Five companies have now re- 
ported their earnings for the past 
fiscal year. Quintet consisting of 
Metro, Warner Bros., Universal, 
Columbia and Republic show a 
backlog reduction of $27,421,361 
in 12 months for pix in various 
stages’ of release or production. 
Three of the biggest—Paramount, 
20th-Fox and RKO—have yet to 
air their lopping of inventories, 
but it’s understood that the trio 
is following the same course as the 
other companies. 


Chopping process was again 


'dramatized this week, when Re- 
| public 


released its ’48 figures, 
which showed a drastic 35% slash- 
ing of film inventories. 
porting a loss of $564,499 for the 
53 weeks ended Oct. 30 before de- 
duction of tax refunds of $214,509, 
Rep’s backlog dropped by $4,127,- 
158 from its ’47 high of $12,077,716. 
The dip is a continuing process, an 
accompanying statement of prez 
Herbert J. Yates indicated, since 
the company, has yet to amortize a 
number of expensive films made 
during the peak production cost 
period. 

Bellwether among the majors so 
far is Metro in moving against 
| mountainous inventories growing 
| since the start of the war. M-G 
| has brought down its total by $12,- 
| 051,860. Next is Warners, with 
/reductions amounting to $5,558.062. 


(Continued on page 8) 


U-I HAS 6 LENSING, 





When all the | 


While re- | 


+ 


+ Settlement of the minority stock- 
| holder action against 20th-Fox, in- 
|cluding, among other provisions, 
ia $1,300,000 kickback by National 


Theatres head Charles P. Skouras, 
was given the go-ahead signai in 
a 148-page report filed this week 





SEG Okays New Pact 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Screen Extras Guild voted by a 
margin of more than 10-1 to ap- 
prove the new collective bargain- 


. r in the N. Y. supreme court by 
ing contract with the producers. | peferee Jacob S. Demov. The re- 
Ratification ballot won by a score!port, moreover, threw _ serious 


of 2,028 to 198. 


New contract runs for five years, 
| with reopening rights at stipulated 
dates in 1949 and 1951. It pro- 
vides for improvements in work- | 
|ing conditions and several new | compromise 
| wage rates not previously covered |groups among dissenting  stock- 
by contract. |holders, Demov impliedly upheld 


|doubts on the likelihood of the 
| plaintiffs recovering if the com- 
| bined 16 actions had ever reached 
trial. 

In tossing out objections to the 
made by _ splinter 





of $6,000,000 to the NT chief and 


For 3 Months Keys 
Improved Economy 


Ability of the film companies to | 
buck the current boxoffice reces- | 


‘sion to a prewar norm by econo- 


four of his principal aides. His 
report must now go to Justice Fer- 
dinand B. Pecora, who named De- 
mov as referee, for final confirma- 
tion. 


Terms of the now-approved set- 
tlement include both the $1,300,- 
000 rebate by Skouras and return 
of $198,000 apiece by NT execs 
Frank H. (Rick) Ricketson, Jr., 
and Elmer C. Rhoden. Harold J, 
Fitzgerald, another circuit official, 
must return a smaller sum. Addi- 


mies in filmmmaking was demon- |tionally, deal sets a ceiling of $490,- 


strated this week when Warner | 
Bros. came up with a net profit of 
$3,093,000 for the first quarter of 
fiscal 1949 which ended Nov. 27. | 
The take compared with a net of | 


| $3,947,000 for the similar period | 
|of the preceding year. | 


Warners held its profits to with- 
in $900,000 of the comparative '48 
quarter, although its gross reve- 
nues dropped $4,941,000. Filmites 
consider the performance remark- 
able in that the loss of revenues 
; usually comes off the top of both 
| the distrib and theatre wings of 
Warners. It is considered a dem- 
| onabeation of the intrinsic sound- 
‘ness of economies in the company’s 
operations and in the reduction of 


MOST SINCE JULY film production costs. | 


_Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Universal-International will have 


‘nar set up by Eric Johnston for six pictures shooting simultaneous- 


‘foreign department execs of the 
picture companies. Present also 
were several top officials of the 
State Department. 


Idea of the session was to give 
the film people an idea of the prob- 
lems, work and contracts of the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America in 
Washington. Some of the company 
foreign departments 
blasting Johnston recently 
contending that pictures were not 
getting a fair shake from Govern- 
ment biggies connected: with for- 
eign affairs. Thursday’s party is 
believed to 
“doubters” that MPA keeps its 
fences nicely mended down here 
and plays cozy with the right peo- 
ple on the international beat. 

Industry people present in- 
cluded Joseph A. McConville, Ar- 
nold M. Picker and Jack Segal, of 
/Columbia; Jaek Rosthal, Loew’s; 
J. William Piper, Paramount; R. K. 


Hawkinson and Wladimir Lissim, | 
RKO: Murray and Manny Silver- | 
A. Kirby, | 


stone, 20th; Charles 
Universal: John J. Glynn, Warners; 
Norton V. Ritchey, Monogram; and 
Richard W. Altschuler and* Doug- 
' las Yates, of Republic. 

In addition to Johnston, MPAA 
people attending included John 
'McCarthy, Irving Maas, F. W. Du- 
| Vall, and several public relations 


- 


a and | 
Streets of San Francisco,” rolled | 


men. 


Scrib Employment Up 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Screen Writers Guild reported 
| 453 of its members at work in the 
‘film studios, a gain of five in the 
| last month, 
' Metro leads the employment list 
with 58 scribes at work. Twen- 








“Navajo | tieth-Fox is second with 42, Co- 


Trail Raiders,” “Outcast of Vir-|lumbia is third with 29 and War- 


ginia City” and “Flaming Fury.” 


ners fourth with 22. 


have been. 
and | 


have convinced the. 


‘ly by March 11, the highest num- 
_ber since last July. Currently in 
| work are “The Western Story” and 
“Abbott and Costello Meet the 
Killers.” Four slated to start in 
| the next few weeks are “Desert 
| Legion,” “Curtain Call at Cactus 
| Creek,” “Come Be My Love” and 
|“Tehachapi: The Story of Molly 


Backlog now consists of 12 fea- 
tures: “The Fighting O’Flynn,” 
“Family Honeymoon,” “The Life 
of Riley,” “‘Red Canyon,” “Ma and 
Pa Kettle,” “City Across’. the 
River,” “The Lady Gambles,” 
“Arctic Manhunt,” “Illegal Entry,” 
“Take One False Step,” “Calamity 
‘Jane’ and “Yes Sir, That’s My 
| Baby.” The first four are ready 
for immediate release and the rest 
are in the cutting rooms. 





Amusement Stocks Join 


After a December rally, amuse- 
ment stocks lost ground during 
January with all companies listed 
/on the N. Y. exchange dropping 
' $12,358,376 in total market prices. 
Because the general stocks levels 
continued jittery during the past 
few weeks, amusement stocks de- 
,cline is overlapping into February. 
i However, several film shares 
|showed strength late last week, 
‘notably Paramount and Warner 


'Bros. Par held near its 1948-49 


| 
20th-Fox gained 50c the same day. 

Total stock value of all enter- 
tainment companies on the big 
board—including alt major film 
|companies except United Artists, 


Wall St.’s Bearish Trend 


‘high in Tuesday’s (15) market and, 


the big radio nets and record com- | 


| panies—fell to $677,266,975 at the 
close of January. Average per- 
| share price came to $15.39, against 


_ 1} $15.70 at the December windup. ,,\March 4... ,,, 


Further analysis of the report as 
|against previous returns of the 


000 annually on Skouras’ earnings, 
consisting of $130,000 fixed pay 
and a limit of $360,000 annually 
on bonuses. 


Nothing Wrongful Indicated 


In discussing the contract under 
attack which gave NTers the right 
to purchase and resell 20% of 
the circuit’s stock, Demov said 
that nothing indicated wrongful 
action on the part of the directors 
who approved the transaction. “It 
would be necessary to prove par- 
ticipation therein, as co-conspira- 
tors (or as pawns, at least) by 
members of the 20th-Fox board of 
directors,” Demov said. “However, 
a glance at the personnel of that 
board casts doubt upon the pros- 
pect of success in that respect.” 

Noting that the then-members 
Wendell L. Wilkie, Robert Leh- 
man, Seton Porter, L. Sherman 


re 


company bear out the industry feel- | Adams, Robert Clarkson and Dan- 


ing, that WB has squeezed the war- 
time water out of its operations 
and is now equipped to meet box- 
office fluctuations. For the first 
| quarter of °48, against which the 
current revenues are compared, | 
company garnered $38,685,000 and | 
netted $3,947,000. That gross, in 
itself, represented a dip of $3,951,- 
000 from the comparative quarter 
|in ’47, peak year of the company. | 
The loss of gross, however, in that 
instance, took a far greater toll of 
‘net profits, slashing them by $3,- 
256,000. 

Thus, it’s felt, Warners has now 
cut its overhead to the point where 
the percentage decline in gross 
revenue is reflected by only a pro- 
portionate decline in net. Hereto- 
fore, all majors have shown a lop- 
sided dive in net when the overall 


. gross declined. As illustration, the | 


| gross dipped only 10% in ’48, but 
er net fell off badly by 45%. 

WB’s gross for the period report- 
ed totaled $33,734,000. Equivalent 
per-share earnings on the 7,295,000 
shares outstanding amounted to 
42c against 54c in the comparative 
period of the previous year. Com- 
pany points out that, since Aug. 31, | 
it no longer includes foreign film 
rentals unless they are readily con- 
vertible into dollars. 


Amortization of film _ costs| 
amounted to $8,922,478 for the 
three-month _ stretch. Operating | 
expenses totaled $17,237,126; roy-| 
alties and participations, $2,859.- | 
126; and depreciation, $949,022. | 
Profit before taxes was $5,093,742. | 

Company’s earned surplus is 
now $53,971,590. Current and 
working assets total $69,722,332, 
including cash at hand of $16,975,- | 
898. 

Regular quarterly dividend of. 
25c per share was declared by the | 
board. It will be divided April 5. 
among stockholders of record 


ae 


'stances and I, 


i meeting, 


iel O. Hastings were unconnected 


with the Skouras brothers, the 
referee added: “It is unlikely that 


they would have participated in 
such a conspiracy.” 
“The other directors,” Demov 


continued, “were also undoubtedly 
men of high standing and the 
mere fact that some of them were 


‘identified with Skouras enterprises 


or were executives of the corpora- 
tions, is not in and of itself proba- 
tive of any alleged participation 
in a conspiracy or, for that matter, 
of negligence or wanton derelic- 
tion of duty.” 

Report maintains that there fs 
no assurance that a trial would 
bring better results than the peace 
deal. As another advantage, De- 
mov declared: “A settlement of 
this litigation will enable key ex- 
ecutives to devote their entire time 


and effort to the interest of the 


corporations, and will eliminate 
the possibility of discord, inherent 
in the cross-claims asserted by the 
directors in this action against 
the managers.” 

Winding up the lengthy report, 
Demov said: “I have the firm con- 
viction that the terms of the offer 
of settlement are inherently fair 
and reasonable under the circum- 
therefore, recom- 
mend that the proposed settlement 
be approved.” ’ 


WB Slate Reelected 
Wilmington, Del., Feb. 15. 


Warner Bros. is making no cur- 
rent effort to settle the anti-trust 
action brought by the Government, 
stockholders were told here today 
(Tues.) at the annual meet of the 





|company. Meeting resulted in re- 


election of the incumbent directors. 

Statement for management was 
made by Hugh M. Morris, company 
attorney, who presided over the 
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5,000 ‘Private Clubs’ Become Big 





Outlet for Out-of-the-Way Films 





Paralleling the upswing in for-+ 


eign, documentary and arty pix 
since the end of the war, a rash of 
“little cinema” organizations and | 
-clubs has broken out nationally to 
become an important distrib chan- | 
nel for out-of-the-way product. | 
While no precise census of these 
groups has been made, it is esti- 
mated that about 5,000 private and 
semi-private film clubs are current- 
ly operating in the U. S., mostly 
within cities of 50,000-or-over pop- 
ulations. 

Great majority of these outfits, 
particularly in the smaller towns, 
have memberships ranging around 
10 per club. They are sufficiently 
active, however, to book annually 
several programs of pictures not 
carried in regular theatres. In 
many towns where no foreign- 
language houses exist, these clubs 
fill the breach with 16m _ exhibi- 
tions. Rental fees are nominal, 
barely covering the distrib’s han- 
dling expenses. 

Several large arty cinema out- 
fits have also grown up since the 
war’s end, numbering several 
thousand members apiece. Some 
of the bigger groups operate on a 
strictly non-profit art-for-art’s-sake 
basis while others are more com- 
* mercial and publicity-minded. Both 
types, however, specialize in show- 
casing pix which are brushed off in 
regular theatres. 

Outfit with the most solid repu- 


ASCAP in Appeal 


On Mpls. Decision 


Minneapolis, Feb. 15. 

ASCAP has appealed to the Fed- | 
eral circuit court of appeals from 
district judge G. H. Nordbye’s | 
decision holding that its theatre | 
music fee is uncollectable. The 
decision was rendered in the suit | 
which it brought against Bennie 
Berger and Mrs. J. L. Jensen for 
non-payment of the fee. 

The court ruled that ASCAP is 
a monopoly in restraint of trade 
and its theatre fee invalid. It also 
assessed $4,000 against ASCAP to 
compensate L. B. Schwartz and 
S. P. Halpern, counsel for the de- 
fendants. This assessment also is 
being appealed. The lawyers had 
| asked for $15,000. 
| The appeal is expected to be 
'heard at the court’s May or June | 
term. ASCAP has indicated that, | 
if necessary, it is prepared to} 
carry the case to the U. S. Supreme | 


Court. 











P.R. Shorts | 


Continued from page 3 




















|/up on a release date until the dis- 
pute is ironed out. 

The big opposition comes from 
affiliated chains with Fox - West | 


| Miss 


tation in arty circles is the Art In| Coast, Interstate and the newly- | 
Cinema Society of San Francisco, | formed Paramount subsid in New | 
under Frank Stauffaucher’s direc- England in the van. The Friday | 
tion. This group, linked to the meet resulted in the naming of a/| 
Frisco Museum of Art, operates on | three-man committee headed by | 
a non-profit basis and exhibits reg- | Robert Mochrie, RKO sales chief, | 
ular programs of experimental | with Andy Smith, Jr., 20th-Fox | 
films. The Museum of Modern distrib topper, and Abe Montague, | 
Art Film Library in New York, on’ Columbia’s chief, as the other | 
the other hand, specializes in re- members. Trio will meet with Gael | 
viving old Hollywood classics. ‘Sullivan, exec director of the Thea- | 
Two of the youngest and most | tre Owners of America, this week 
prominent “little cinema” organiza- | in an attempt to settle the tiff. 
tions in New York curerntly are, TOA is against the charge of 
Cinema 16 and the Foreign Films regular rentals and has offered to 
Movie Club. A private membership , have its members pay $2 per-short 
club with dues ranging from $10 by theatres over 500 seats and $1, 
to $100, Cinema 16 presents many Under 500. According to TOA offi- 
pix that cannot be shown to the , Cials, the distribs must share the 
general public due to censorship Cost of the program with exhibs. | 
regulations applying to public Several told Varrery that the reg- | 
showings. Via this device of “pri- | ular rate would impose the entire 
vate performances,” Cinema 16 cost on exhibs, leaving the distribs 
has shown “The Private Life of a; With no outlay on the production 
Cat” and “The Puritan,” both of 4nd distribution nut. 
which have*been banned from reg-| What's more, TOAers object in 
ular New York Theatres. The For- | principle to the right of distribs to 
eign Films Movie Club specializes fix the rentals without consulting , 
in foreign-language pic revivals at | exhibs. They say that an all-indus- | 
special private showings for mem-/| try committee, headed by Para- 
bers. mount studio biggie Y. Frank Free-| 


Pickford-Rogers’ Italo 


Sailing Off to April-May 


Mary Pickford and hubby, Buddy 
Rogers, who had been planning to 
go to Italy last month, have now 
set their departure for April or 
May. When they will actually take 


| off hinges on current negotiations 


regarding United Artists, in which 
Miss Pickford owns a half interest. 
Miss Pickford and her partner, 
Charles Chaplin, have exchanged 
options for purchase of each 
other’s shares. 


Final date for action under the 
options is April 21 and what has 
taken place by that time will deter- 
mine the Pickford-Rogers getaway 
time. Miss Pickford and Rogers 
have expressed interest in produc- 
tion in Italy and Miss Pickford is 
also anxious to see the new child 


of her niece, Gwynne, wife of 
George Ornstein, UA’s rep in 
Rome. 








| Chaplin’s Shares 


Continued from page 3 














that United Artists may be pur- 


Wednesday, February 16, 1949 


theatres, which provide the profit 
margins. 

“The neighborhood and _ small 
town theatres, catering to and serv- 
ing the family trade,” adds the 
survey, “form the base of the mo- 
tion picture pyramid, and if there 
\is a subsidence of this foundation, 
ithe whole structure will topple. If 
the tendency is to produce all pic- 
tures and to design all advertising 
/so as to appeal to the tastes of the 
{sophisticated Broadway audiences 
‘and to win the plaudits of the 





| professional reviewers motion pic- | 


tures will soon become class en- 
tertainment and ultimately will be 
supplanted by other forms of popu- 
lar entertainment. 

‘B’way Concentration Camp’ 

| “The movies by supplying mass 
‘entertainment at low prices drove 
ithe so-called legitimate 
ifreom the road and forced it into 
a Broadway concentration camp. 
... The movies attained their pre- 
eminent position in the entertain- 





chased for a total price of $3,500,-| ment world as mass entertainment. 


000 when Mary Pickford’s current Without mass support they will not | 7 
It was said that | 


option expires. 
Pickford will stick to a 
$2,700,000 demand for her half of 
the company, but that~ Charles 
Chaplin is so anxious to become 


disengaged from further participa- 
‘tion in the affairs of UA that he is 


willing to part with his 50% of 
the shares for as low as $800,000. 

On the basis of a $3,500,000 
price it was said there was a pos- 
sibility of a sale’s being consum- 
mated. Little chance of a deal was 
seen at the $5,400,000 figure, 
which would be the price if both 
owners stuck to their original de- 
mand of $2,700,000 each. Adding 
to the discouragement of that tag 
is the fact that any new owner 


join the legitimate stage, but 
lrather, the dodo.” 

The Allied exhibitors reported 
that their audiences want to laugh 
and cry, and prefer films which 
play on the emotions rather than 
| burden the mind with “sordidness 
iand crime” in leisure hours. The 
studios are urged 
pictures clean, to put in less liquor, 
murder, sex, fantasy, crime, loose 
morals. The small exhibitors want 
more pictures of the wholesome 
variety designed for the entire 
family. . 

Another complaint is that story 
material is too trite. Some 81 of 
the Allied exhibs answering the 
questionnaire objected to Holly- 





would have also to bring in an- |wood’s cycles and trends, complain- 
other $2,000,000 in working cap- | ing particularly about the large 
ital to put UA in a strong product | numbers of psychological pictures. 


position. 


|'Much of the objection to crime 


Should a sale materialize, the | and blood and thunder films, it 
Wall street and banking experts | was disclosed, is due to the com- 
hazard the guess that it won’t be | plaints received by such pressure 
before Chaplin obtains Miss Pick- | groups as parent-teacher associa- 


ford’s option at the end of this|tions and women’s clubs. 


Allied 


Allied Raps ‘Sophisticated’ Pix 


Continued from page 5 


theatre | 


to keep their | 














prints in circulation so that they 
can get prints more quickly. They 
complain that in some instances 
they go as long as six months with- 
out receiving calls from the sales- 
men of some companies. 


Inter -industry relations is de- 
scribed as having reached “an all- 
time low.” Improvement of these 
relations, say Allied, will go a long 
| way toward improving business. 

One suggestion is that the dis- 
tributors cease jacking up prices 
to exhibitors with the explanation 
that these increases are made 
/mecessary because of increased 
| costs and “less of foreign market.” 
The exhibitors are said to be un- 
impressed. 


Another suggestion for improv- 
ing relations is to have studios send 
| Stars to exhibitor conventions. 
Allied believes there should be 
/& permanent all-industry forum 
|meeting twice a year to discuss 
elements contributing to successful 
films and flops. 





| 
! 











| Pix Backlogs 

| aoe Continued from page 7 —— 
| Others are Republic, $4,127,158; 
| Universal, $3,938,378; and Colum- 
| bia, $1,746,903. 

All companies that have turned 
‘in annual reports so far have in- 
dicated that plenty of costly films, 
made before real economies began, 
/remain to be liquidat.d. In view 
|of this fact, 1949 returns will un- 
| doubtedly show continued hacking 
away at the total coin tied up in 
inventories. It is expected that by 
the close of °49 the sum of ready 
cash invested in backlogs will be 


. 


| approximately one-half of what it 
| was at the end of ’47. 


Smaller part of the cutback in 
| inventories is due to a decrease in 
|their actual number. While the 


| totals vary from time to time, de- 














month. The two owners exchanged | suggests that much of the trouble | Pending on the actual rate of pro- 


options, starting Feb. 1, with Miss | is 
Pickford getting the first 30-day | fails to emphasize 


in advertising material which 


the 


“crime- | 


'duction and release, overall num- 
ber has been depleted somewhat. 


| 


whack at buying Chaplin’s stock, | does-not-pay” theme. In that con- | Permanent change, h. wever, in the 
arranging for its sale or arranging | nection, the exhibitors reported | dollar value of the backlog is due 
for the sale of her own and Chap-|wide public approval of Metro's | t© the fairly general ceiling of $1,- 


lin’s shares simultaneously. At the |“Crime Doesn't Pay” 


series of 


end of the period, Chaplin gets an | shorts. 


option on Miss Pickford’s holdings, 
giving him 30 days to arrange a 
deal. 

Reason for believing that if any 
change in ownership is made it 
will come during Chaplin’s period 


While these groups are pitching man, was created for the specific | is that Miss Pickford has consist- 
for support mainly from among | Purpose of setting the policy on! ently indicated that she does not 


“intellectuals,” their promotional | 
literature is frequently angled like | 


the shorts. Exhib members of this 
group have been consulted on 


| desire to let go of her UA stock, 
|while Chaplin has indicated he 


an exploitation house’s marquee. | ¢Verything but the important ques- does. Efforts of the femme mem- 
Recent circulars are replete with | tion of who bears the costs, TOA ber of the partnership are di- 


such references as “the Rabelaisian 
adventures ... of a young bride- 
groom with unforgiveable inhibi- 


ty is an integral part.” 


| Anglo-U. S. 


Continued from page 3 
Balaban, Paramount prez, and Eric 
Johnston, prexy of the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America. 

Major point on which the Ameri- 
cans backed down was on the rela- 

















tively early date now set for the | dorsed by company prexies, would | 


meeting. It was originally to be 


held March 23-25 and the Yanks | {10m of all branches of the indus- | 
ry. 


wanted it pushed back until late 
spring, if it was to be held at all. | 
They figured not much was going | 
to be accomplished anyway and the | 
longer they could hold off the ses- | 
sion the better their strategic posi- | 
tion from the standpoint of events | 
in both the British and U. S.| 
industries. | 
Second point on which the Yanks 

gave way was their request that 

the meetings be broadened to in- | 
clude exhibs, union reps and other | 
segments of the industry in both | 
countries. Britons objected, claim- | 
ing that the Council, as formulated | 
Jast year, was to include producers 
only and that most could be accom- 
plished by a roundtable restricted 
to the six members. 





Hamilton, Mo., $35,000 Fire 
Hamilton, Mo., Feb. 15. 

The Artilla, 400-seat theatre 

here was damaged to extent of, 

$35,000 in a fire which swept the} 

house and adjoining auto company. 

Latter suffered $60,000 loss. H. T. | 


Till owns the house. j 


officials said. 
Because 


| rected, therefore, at finding a buy- 


Harry Michaelson, | er for Chaplin’s shares. This would 


| RKO's shorts. subject sales chief,| permit her to stay in with a new 
tions” and “this epic in which nudi- | found the going heavy, an emer-'! partner. 


| gency meet of the distrib sales | 


_|heads and their shorts subject | 
,;aides was called Friday. Re- | 
|portedly, Michaelson told the 


| gathering that he intends to pull 
ithe film until the circuits came. 
_around. He added, it is under- 
| stood, that he saw no reason why 
RKO salesmen should be com- 
| pelled to use pressure in selling) 
|the film when it had been his | 


| understanding that the pic, en- 


be pre-sold by voluntary coopera-. 


! 


y 

Original revolving fund of $75,- 
000 was set up by the MPAA mem- 
bers to bankroll the production | 
work with each major making at. 
least one briefie. Four films have 
already been completed, with “Let’s | 
Go to the Movies” first to be re- 
leased. 

One of the reasons for RKO’s| 
troubles in extracting regular 
shorts rentals for the pic, it is said, 
is the belief among exhibs that the | 
average per-film cost has been. 
$8,000. However, it was disclosed | 
at last week’s meeting that the. 
costs for each is running between | 
$24,000 and $35,000. TOA mem- 
bers, however, are unconvinced. | 
Entire $75,000 fund has been more 
than consumed on the first four. 

RKO’s short is a fast summary 
of the history of the industry. It | 
also ties up Hollywood’s filmmak- | 
ing activities with the rest of the 
company through such devices as 
showing the use of the west’s silver | 


The Catch 


The catch is that anyone who. oe : 
| Allied is strong for keeping stars | 


de- | 


is interested in UA wants com- 
plete control, hence might not be 
willing to accept a deal which in- 
cludes Miss Pickford. On the other 
hand, when Chaplin’s option peri- 
od comes up, he will be able to 
offer the entire company with no 
strings attache’. This will mark 


| the first time that it will be pos- 


sible to buy 100° ownership via 
dealings with a single individual 
and without the possibility. of an- 
other UA partner upsetting the 
applecart after a deal has been 
agreed upon, as has happened be- 
fore. 

There was some surprise ex- 
pressed in New York at the men- 
tion of the $800,000 figure for 
Chaplin’s 4,000 shares of stock, 
but it was said that he had con- 
sistently, in previous negotiations, 
shown a willingness to accept a 
figure lower than that asked by 
Miss Pickford. He reportedly has 
litile interest in the operation of 
the company. Only thing he will 


contract allowing him to distribute was being inserted 


Exhibitors asserted that pictures 
were getting so long they “droop 
and die in the middle.” 

Apropos of religious themes, this 
comment was offered: ‘‘During the 
last five years we have had a great 
deal of glorification of the Catholic 


| 500,000 now in force by the majors 
| against almost all films made in 
the past six months. 

Republic’s loss compares with 
| net profits of $570,200 in ’47. Com- 
pany’s gross revenue also. suf- 
fered a dip, winding up with $27.- 


the previous semester. Statement 
by Yates attributed the red-ink 


| 072,636, against $29,581,911 ¢ ring 
| 


and Jewish religions in pictures. | e re 
We must not lose sight of the fact | performance to the decline in the 
that the vast majority of our peo- | foreign market; a boxoffice dip do- 
ple, and our critics, are of the’ mestically; and high production 


Protestant faith.” 
‘Return to Single Stars’ 


One interesting observation in 
ithe report suggests a return to the 
single-star name picture, 
“The Million Dollar Cast 
Bust.” 


is a 


in line morally. 
clared: 

“There must be strict discipline 
of such people—so that those who 
live in decency and dignity may 
be the pattern which reflects Holly- 
wood to America and the world. 
. . . We deplore the actions of 
producer - distributors who make 
capital of these outrageous exploits 
to increase their income on certain 
films, and at the same time destroy 
the industry which makes such 
financial gain possible. We also 
deplore the actions cf the small 
minority of exhibitors who en- 
courage the producer-distributors 


Its survey 





‘in this practice by booking and 





|from large corporations to feature | |oans. 


luridly advertising these pictures.” 
One strong charge in the report 


adding | 


_and distribution outlays. 


No Distrib Made a Profit? 


Yates makes a point, as did Nate 
| Blumberg, U’s prez, in explaining 
his company’s losses, of the fact 
|that Rep has no theatres to ab- 
|sorb the beating in the foreign 
market. He, as Blumberg did, de- 
clares his belief that no distrib 
made money in 1948. 


To spotlight the increasing mon- 
etary restrictions overseas. Yates 
notes that Rep’s frozen funds 
climbed from $625,522 on Oct. 25, 
1947, to $1,095,907 on Oct. 30, 1948. 
In the same period, he said, Rep 
has concentrated on the retirement 
of bank loans which were reduced 
from $3,875,000 to $2,700,000. By 
Feb. 1, 1949, the sum had been fur- 
ther reduced to $1,950,000. Man- 
agement expects to liquidate the 
complete amount before 1949 ends. 


Statement expresses regret over 
passing of several preferred stock 
dividends. This action was taken 
| because the company wanted to ap- 
ply all funds not required for nor- 





is that the studios are taking money | mal operations to paying off the 


Due to general economic 


| and advertise the products of those conditions, Yates also disclosed, 
eeaeniners in pictures, 


Suspicion 


the | “For many years,” says Allied, 
insist on, if a sale is made, is con- | “exhibitors generally and the pub- 
tinuance of his current 10-year | lic were suspicious that advertising | bY stockholders. 


into feature 


Rep has so far been unable to sell 
| the stock of its subsid, Consolidat- 
ed Molded Products Corp., for 
| $850,000 as previously authorized 


Cash at hand as of Oct. 30 


through UA at 25% up to $800,000 | motion pictures. Sales departments | amounted to $1,670,039, while total 
gross and 10% after that. Miss!of the motion picture companies | current assets came to $14.224,240. 


Pickford holds a similar preferen- 
tial releasing agreement. 





_ Fifty-year charter of incorpora- 
tion has been granted in Austin, 





| 


| 


Texas, to the United Amus. coe | 


Mrs. R. E. Jackson, Roy E. Jac 


denied that such was the case. Dur- 


ing the last two years numerous | $10,927,144; 


pieces of evidence have come to 
light that leave little doubt that 
producers have accepted compensa- 
tion from manufacturing companies 
for advertising the manufacturers 


to sensitive film and the south’s' son and Marion Wilson are listed | Product in feature pictures.” 
The exhibitors call for 25% more 


cotton for rawstock. j 


as incorporators. 


| Amortization of film costs were 
selling and general 
| expenses, $5,514,875; and _ labora- 
|tory, molded products and acces- 
sory costs, $9,482,458. 

Rep’s annual stockholder meet 
‘has been set for April 5. Stock- 
|holders of record March 7 may 
attend and vote. 
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STUDIOS CAGEY ON 





Law Ties Distribs’ Hands on This One 


Complaint against the major film distributors for their alleged 
monopolistic practices, as pointed up by Batavia (N.Y.) indie James 


Vv. Mancuso, 


in his letter below, 
hibitor-distributor problems that only time can solve. 


is apparently one of those ex- 
Consensus 


of the major sales chiefs, questioned about the situation, was that 
Mancuso admittedly is in a very tough position—‘‘but what would 


he have us do to correct it?” 


Distrib toppers admitted that few of their top A pictures were 


going to Mancusco. They pointed out, however, 


that the law now 


requires them in such competitive situations to offer their product 


for bidding, and that is what they’ve been doing. 
award our pictures on the basis of the bids as they come in,” 
“If we attempted to take inte consideration the 


sales chiefs said. 


“We're forced to 
the 


hardships faced by such individual exhibitors, we would be flaunting 
the very regulations the courts have set up to ease such situations, 
and thereby lay ourselves wide open to more lawsuits.” 

Thus, the distributors explained, it would be impossible for them 
to heed Mancuso’s plea to eliminate bidding and give his house a 


crack at some of the top product. 
“ridiculous” bid, in which an exhibitor offers as much as 


accept a 


75-100% of his gross merely to obtain a picture. 
all bids are judged on the basis of 


They claimed they would not 


Rather, they said, 


“sound business” and if Man- 


cusco’s competitors bid more for product than he does and can hit 
that bid in rentals, then they are forced to sell away from Mancuso, 


While none of the sales chiefs would say so openly, 


they indi- 


cated that an exhibitor in Mancuso’s position should first have de- 
termined the availability of product before attempting to build a 


new theatre in the town. 


dealer can’t go into a city which has an established dealer, 


They pointed out that an automobile 


open a 


new office and demand that he get a crack at the old dealer’s fran- 


chise. 


opening a new theatre. 


In the same way, they said, an exhibitor can’t expect to get 
product without bidding for it against his competitors, 


merely by 


Only solution offered by the sales chiefs was an arbitrary split 


of product among all the houses in Mascuso’s town. 


That, they 


pointed out, would require legally the consent of Mancuso’s com- 
petitors. If the latter turned down the idea, then the distribs’ hands 
are tied, as far as aiding Mancuso is concerned. 








Batavia, © ts Indie Stresses Why 
Exhibs Are Forced to Sue Distribs 





Editor, VARIETY: 
Practically all the picture produ- | 


Batavia, N. Y. + 
| 


cers and distributors are spending | 


a great deal of their time attempt- 


ing to straighten out their business | 


in courts. 
is unfortunate, and they cannot 
understand why it has happened to 
them. They are naive enough to 
see no relationship between their 
past and present actions and their 
entanglements in the law courts. 
We are told by distributors that 
the picture business has changed 
radically in the last few years, that 
all the old abuses have been taken 
out of it, and that the industry is 


This situation, they feel, | 


entering a new high plane of busi- | 


ness. The courts have made cer- 
tain rulings, and our producer- 
distributors are striving to live up 
to the laws. On every hand, they 
profess their fairness, their impar- 
tiality, and their sincere desire to 
do what is fair and just. This 
sounds good and makes good head- 
lines but is strictly ‘‘eye-wash,” in- 
asmuch as the same producer-dis- 
tributors find ways and means of 
avoiding the fulfillment of the 
Spirit of the law and they seek to 
hide behind technicalities by which 
they can continue their old prac- 
tices that have brought discredit 
upon the industry and involved 
them in so many law suits. We ac- 
cuse them of bad faith. 


Let us*glance briefly at the his- | 


(Continued on page 15) 


MOONEY-CHAPLIN PREP 





/noted that the studios, 


Zanuck Speeds ‘Pinky’ 
To Beat FC’s ‘Boundary’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Darryl Zanuck ordered a clear 
track and all possible speed in the 
production of “Pinky,” which John 
Ford will direct on the 20th-Fox 
lot. Idea is to hit the screen be- 
fore Film Classics breaks out with 
the Louis de Rochemont documen- 
tary, “Lost Boundary.” 

Both pictures are in the same 
controversial class, based on the 
treatment of the Negro population 
in the U. S. 


Lew Schreiber On 





Cutting Pix Costs 


Lew Schreiber. 


F. Zanuck, declared this week that 
all the talk about Hollywood being 
caught in a depression is eyewash, 
circulated by the writers, directors, 
actors, etc., who refuse to take a 
necessary cut in the excessive sal- 
aries they built up during the lush | 
war years. 

In New York for his annual | 


series of huddles with homeofftice | 


exec Joe Moskowitz, Schreiber 


| adjustment from the peak business 


/ era back to normalcy, 


REBELLION’ IN COLOR 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Martin Mooney and his partner, 
Charles Chaplin, Jr., closed deal 
to shoot “Rebellion” in Mexico City 


| 


and in Cinecolor, for Film Classics | 


release. 

Picture will be made in English 
and Spanish, with eight Hollywood 
players in the English version and 
an all-Mexican cast, directed by 
Julio Bracho, in Spanish. 





Stevenson Borrowed 


To Meg ‘Communist’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

RKO borrowed Robert Steven- 
son from David O. Selznick to di- 
rect “I Married a Communist,” 
which Jack Gross will produce, 
Starting late this month. 

Stevenson is the third director 
assigned to the job. Two others, 
John Cromwell and Nicholas Joy, 
Passed it up. 


| tions. 


| now that they formerly got 


ally forced to eliminate extraneous | 
personnel amassed during the war | 
and to trim the ultra-high salaries 
that were okay then, when the 
companies were registering their 
highest profits, but are entirely 
out-of-hand with current condi- 
Most of those who refuse to 
take pay cuts, Schreiber said, rea- 
son that they would be establish- 
ing a precedent—that they would | 
be lowering their future bargaining 
power by working for less “ee 
u 


/he pointed out, they all built their | 


salaries to the present high levels | 
from the bottom—and if they’re 
worth it, can do this same thing | 
again. 

Schreiber likened these people 
to the old-time vaude acts, who | 
used to hang around Wolpin’s res- | 
taurant neighboring the Broadway | 
Palace. The vauders bragged they 


were getting $2,500 per week—but | 
that was when they were working, 


(Continued on page 15) 


exec assistant to | 
20th-Fox production veepee Darryl | 


in their re- | 


are natur- | 


| 


| previous six months. 


PROD. HYPO 


+ 





‘MEG, PAR, REP. 
“BOOST SCHEDULE 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 


Despite Metro’s announced in-| 
tention of turning out 67 pictures | 


|during 1949 and early 1950, Culver 
| City plant’s hefty boost in amount 
/of annual production is making 
| little impression on other studios. 
| With exception of Warners, 
| which still doesn’t know its plans, 
|and Paramount and _ Republic, 
which some time ago set up 
heavier schedule than last year, 
|other production companies are 
|hewing to approximately same 
number of films made during 1948. 
Of course, studio toppers may sud- 
denly decide to increase the ante, 
but right now studios are cagey 
|and playing a waiting game. 
| That Paramount is cinch for 
| more features this year is seen in 
| fact that while last year studio 
| turned out total of 16, exclusive of 
| Pine-Thomas, during first 
| months of 1949 no less than 13 
| pictures will be put before the 
|cameras. This, too, is exclusive of 
| Pine-Thomas product, which this 
year will be three high-budgeters. 

Although no definite plans have 
been made for remaining seven 
months of the year, it’s expected 
that at least 10 more will go into 
work. Studio execs are carefully 
| gauging boxoffice and type of pic- 
|ture audiences prefer, and _ will 
make final plans for year after 
| their study is finished in next 
| couple of months. 

Republic Ups Product 

Republic, too, is going in for in- 
creased activity productionwise. 
| Herbert J. Yates lot made 33 last 
year, but this year will up this 
| number to around 40. This will be 
| (Continued on page 63) 





| 
| 





Dietz Keynotes Metro’s 
Quarter - of -a- Century 


Celebration Through ’49 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Metro’s one-week studio confab, 
‘attended by a flock of h.o. and 
field sales staffers plus studio big- 
gies, was finished off Friday (11) 
/with the announcement of elab- 
| orate plans by Howard Dietz, ad- 
| pub veepee, to fete the company’s 
| 25th anniversary in the business. 
| Two-reeler, produced by 
Whitbeck, tagged “Some of the 
| Best,” will be ladled out to all 
| Metro’s customers to keynote the 
| drive, Dietz said. Short will con- 
tain clips of many of M-G’s big pix 
of the past and some from films 
| grooved for release in °49. 

Silver anniversary will be hand- 
ed a special push in the form of an 
'international junket for distrib per- 
|'sonnel mapped out by William F. 
| Rodgers, general sales chief. Ten 
/men from the ranks of branch 
| managers and up will be tapped 
| for a visit to London, Paris, Naples 
and Rome, Rodgers said. Chosen 
jon record of performance during 
1949, the group will sail Oct. 21. 

Purpose of the junket will be 
an exchange of ideas with reps of 

(Continued on page 63) 





STORY ANALYSTS REACH 
(O-YEAR PRODUCER DEAL 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
| Screen Story Analysts reached a 
five-year agreement with the major 
| film studios, calling for a contract 
ito run to Aug. 14, 1953. with pro- 
| visions for reopening the deal on 


Aug. 14, 1949, or Aug. 14, 1951, 
|if either side so desires. 
Under the pact, the studios 


/agreed, when laying off analysts, 
' to give due regard to length of 
service, when, in the opinion of 
‘the employer, ability and physical 
fitness are relatively equal. The 


| guild is given the right of review 
|/in any case in which a member is 


laid off out of seniority. This pro- 
vision is the same as that offered 
by the producers to the Screen 
Publicists Guild. 

In hiring new readers, the stu- 
dios agreed to give preference to 
former employees laid off in the 


Frank | 


j temporary offices. 


United World's $6,200,000 Gross 
Via 1om and Television Shorts 





Chance to Thaw Coin 


Lures Tarzan to Africa 
Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Sol Lesser, producer of the 

“Tarzan” series, 

his next Lex Barker tree-climbing 


film abroad, probably in South 
Africa, with frost-bitten English 
coin, 


South Africa is in the British 
sterling area, where frigid coin can 
be melted into liquid dollars by 
showing the film in the U. S. 


Gehring's Plan On 
20th-Fox Reissues 


Major film companies out to 
latch on to some of that lush re- | 
issue business have discovered one 
of the primary requirements is to 
pull back from the exchange cen- 
itres a number of old features on 
which the field salesmen have been 
getting sporadic dates. Such un- 
guided booking of the oldies, it 
has been found, completely dis- 
sipates their reissue value, thereby 
nullifying effects of the new ad- 
publicity campaigns given the old 
films when they’re sent back into 
general re-release. 

Pointing up the problem, 20th- | 
Fox assistant sales manager Wil-| 
liam C. Gehring, recently named 
head of the company’s special re- 
issue department, declared he has 
found several pictures on the 
i|shelves of 20th exchanges from 
six to 10 years old. Company’s 
policy in accepting whatever dates 
it was possible to get on the oldies, 
Gehring said, has been found to 
be only “penny wise and pound 
foolish.” As a result, one of the 
first things Gehring did upon tak- 
ing over his new assignment was 
to pull beck all such films. 

Company has now, Gehring de- 
clared, established a new policy 





five | 


+ United World Films, wholly-own- 
led subsid of Universal, 


wound up 
the past fiscal year with total rev- 
enues of $6,200,000 derived from 
its 16m and television operations, 


| it has been learned. Despite pre- 


is going to shoot | 


of refusing to accept dates on any | 


picture after it has been in gen- 
eral release for a period of three 
years. During that time, he said, 


| pact” 


‘the picture should naturally have | 


played as many situations up and 
down the line as it will ever get | 
its first time out. Tight curtain is | 
‘then drawn around the picture for 
a couple of years. Then, when it 
goes out as a reissue, it will have 
the same value throughout the. 
country and will not have been | 
dissipated by bookings here and 
| there in small towns and key city | 
'nabe houses. 


Palace Bill to Bankroll 
Launching N.Y. Variety — 
Club Tent on March 8 : 


Charles Schlaifer and Bob Weit- 
man have been named co-chairmen | 
for the benefit preem 





at the)! 
Palace, N. Y., March 8, which is 
expected to provide the coin for | 
expenses of organizing a Variety | 
Club tent in New York. Allied | 
Artists’ “Bad Boy” will be the film 
for the opening and Schlaifer and 
Weitman are planning a vaude bill 
in the old Palace tradition. 

Flock of other committees to 
launch the new tent, to be known 
as No. 35, were named at a lunch- | 
eon meeting last Friday (11) by | 
Max A. Cohen, prexy of Motion | 
Picture Association, which is being 


‘converted into the Variety Club. 


Cohen announced that 80% of the 
Variety tents have already ap- 
proved chartering of the New York | 
unit. He said he expected that 
charter night would be held in) 
October, when Variety Interna-| 
tional holds its midseason meet in 
New York. 

Efforts are being made to have 
the clubrooms in the Hotel Astor. 
In the meantime, the Chemical Na- 
tional Bank has allotted space in 
its Paramount building branch for 


dictions that a ceiling in narrow- 
Zauge sales in the U.S. has been 
already reached, company showed 
a 20° increase in its business dur- 
ing the 12 months which ended last 
October. Sales are continuing to 
grow, it is said, and a further 
climb in total revenues is expected 
during the current year. 

While the gross represents a 
healthy total, net profits on the 
relative turnover of business is 
comparatively small, it is said. Il- 
lustrative of the poirg is the fact 
that 55° of any sale or rental of 
film is taken up by print cost and 
production expenses alone. 

In this regard, biz differs con- 
siderably from the 35m _ outlets 
where print costs are a relatively 
minor item of expense. In addi- 
tion to the 55% nut on prints and 
production, expenses of distribu- 
tion and administration must be 
deducted before the company 
comes up with a net profit. 

Outfit is now renting over 600 
titles which blanket entertainment, 
educational and religious fields. 
Added to this are many thousands 

(Continued on page 16) 


POPKIN AND PESKAY WIN 
OUT ON TITLE CLAIMS 


Pair of arbitrators in New York 
last week both upheld important 
principles in regard to disputes be- 
tween producers’ over priority 
rights to picture titles. More im- 
portant of the decisions gave Unit- 
ed Artists producer Harry Popkin 
clear sledding on the tag “Impact,” 
which he has placed on a pie about 
to go into release. 

Second decision also went to a 
UA indie, Edward Peskay. He won 
the right to use the label “Be- 
trayed” over the objection of Par- 
amount, which claimed it conflict- 
ed with “Betrayal,” title of a silent 
film the company released in 1929. 

Contesting with Popkin on “Im- 
was Golden Bough, Inc., indie 
unit headed by producer Roland 
Brown. Brown lost the nod on a 
matter of principle despite the 

(Continued on page 63) 





McEvoy Exits U With 


Several Shorts Series 


E. L. McEvoy, short subject sales 
manager of Universal, takes sev- 
‘eral shorts series with him on his 


| departure from the company. He 
owned these series, 


including the 
“Juvenile Jury” group, and part of 
the deal which terminated his em- 
ployment gives him the right to 
pe distribution. Former U exec 

s seeking another major outlet for 
pa al of the series. 

Although the short subject de- 
partment has been abolished by U, 
the company will continue making 
and selling the briefies. Almost all 
bookings for these pix had hereto- 
fore been handied by divisional 
chiefs so that announcement by U’s 
distrib veepee William A. Scully 


‘that these execs will henceforth 


supervise their distribution does 
not mean a change in sales tech- 
nique. 

Understood that while U has not 
cleared any great profit from its 
shorts, the company still has been 
operating in the black with them. 
Mutual agreement to part company 
by McEvoy and U is another step 
by U in tightening expenditures. 

Besides handling his own shorts, 
McEvoy intends going into tele- 
vision production. 


Reissue ‘Sisters’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Universal’s “Give Out, Sisters,” 
released in 1942, was bought by 
Realart Pictures, reissue outfit. 
In the picture are two thesps, 
little known then but potent on 
the marquees today. They are 





|Dan Dailey and Donald O’Connor. 
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LA. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 15. | 

Firstrun biz remains on mild, 
side despite five new bills launched 
this week. Of these, only one,) 
“Three Godfathers,” is hitting a 
strong stride. It will be hearty 
$51,000 or near in three theatres to 
top the deluxers. 

“Chicken Every Sunday” shapes 
moderate $40,000 or close in four 
sites. “John Loves Mary” likely 
will do medium $35,000 in three 
houses. “Siren of Atlantis” is only | 
fair $27,000 in four small-seaters | 
while “Angel on Amazon” is doing 
dull $20,000 in five locations. 


“Wake of Red Witch” is down to 
ood $28,500 in two Paramount) 
ouses in second week. “Every | 
Girl Married” looks about average | 
$30,500 in second session, two 
spots. “Red Shoes” continues fine 
at $10,500 or over in seventh week 
at small-seater. 
Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (FWC) (743; $1-$1.80)— 
“Joan Arc” (RKO) (3d wk). Oke 
$4,000. Last week, $4,900. 
Belmont (FWC) (1,532: 60-$1)— 


“Angel on Amazon” (Rep) and 
“Last Bandit” (Rep). Slight $2,- 
500. Last week, “Shockproof” 


(Col) and “Slightly French” (Col), 
$3,200. 

Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 
Prin-Cor) (834; 65-$1)—‘‘Siren At- 
lantis’ (UA) and “Highway 13” | 
(SG). Slow $4,000. Last week, | 
“Don’t Trust Husband’ (UA) (3d | 
wk-6 days), $3,800. 


Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 85- 


$1.25)—"Portrait Jennie” (SRO) | 
(8th wk). Steady $6,000. Last) 
week, $6,200. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; | 


60-$1)—"‘Chicken Every Sunday” | 
(20th) and “Miss Mink 1949” (20th). 
Light $11,500. Last week, “Won- | 
derful Urge” (20th) and “Incident” | 
(Mono) (10 days), dull $11,900. 


Downtown (WB) (1,757; 60-$1)— | 


“John Loves Mary” (WB). Slow 
$12,500. Last week, “Don Juan” 
(WB) (3d wk), $9,100. 

Downtown Music Hall (Prin-Cer) 


(902; 55-$1)—“‘Siren Atlantis’ (UA) | 
and “Highway 13” (SG). Fair $12,-| 


000. Last week, “Don’t Trust Hus- 
band” (UA) (3d wk-6 days), $6,200. 
Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 60-$1)— 
“Three Godfathers” (M-G) and 
“High Fury”. (UA). Okay $12,000 
Last week, “Words and Music’ 
(M-G) (4th wk-4 days), $4,500. 
EI Rey (FWC) (861; 60-$1)—‘“‘An- 
el on Amazon” (Rep) and “Last 
andit” (Rep). Slim $2,000. Last 
week, “Shockproof” (Col) and 
“Slightly French” (Col), $4,000. 
Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) 
—‘“Dulcimer’ Street’ (U) = and 
*Snowbound” (U) (2d wk). Pleasing 
$2.500. Last week, nice $3,100. 
Fine Arts (FWC) (679; $1.20-2.40) 
—‘‘Red Shoes” (EL) (7th wk). Fine 


> 


$10,500. Last week, solid $10,100. | “Wake of Red Witch” (Rep) and | ‘ . } 
Four Star (UA-WC) (900; $1.20-| “Parole, Inc.” (EL) (m.o.) (2d wk). | “Dear To Heart” (RKO) (m.o.) (3d/ Which has been playing straight | 


2.40)—“Hamlet” (U) (16th wk). 
Climbing to $6,500. Last week, 
okay $6,300. 

Guild (FWC) (968; 60-$1)—‘“Bad 
Men Tombstone” (Mono) and “Be- 
trayed” (Mono) (reissue) (2d wk). 
Only $1,500 in 5 days. Last week, 
fair $3,500. 

Hawaii (G&S-Prin-Cor) (1,106: 
§5-$1)—“‘Siren Atlantis’ (UA) and 
“Highway 13” (SG). Good $6,000. 
Last week, “Don’t Trust Husband” 
(UA) (3d wk-6 days), $2,600. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 60-$1)— 


Offish: ‘Godfathers’ Tops With 
Hearty $51,000, ‘Chicken’ Tough 406, 
‘John’ Modest 356, ‘Siren’ Slight 276 


000. Last week, “Words and Music” 
(M-G) (4th wk-4 days), $6,300. 
Loyola (FWC) (1,248; 60-$1)— | 
“Chicken Every Sunday” (20th) | 
and “Miss Mink 1949” (20th). Fair 
$6,500. Last week, “Wonderful | 
Urge” (20th) and “Incident” (Mono) 
(10 days), $8,600. 
Orpheum (D’town-WC) (2,210; 
60-$1)—“‘Angel on Amazon” (Rep) 
and “Last Bandit” (Rep). Slow $9,- 
500. Last week, “Shockproof” (Col) 
(Continued on page 22) 


Grant Sockeroo 
$70,000 in St. Loo 


St. Louis, Feb. 15. 

“Every Girl Should Be Married” 
is outstanding here this week at 
the Ambassador to pace new prod- 
uct. It is landing a great session 
despite rain on Sunday (13) fol- 
lowed by more rain and a sleet 
storm yesterday (Mon.). The sleet 
really crippled biz at most cinemas. 
“Don Juan” is next best at the 
Fox. “Hamlet,” playing third week 
at Shady Oak, still is big with 








heavy play from students at mati- | 


nees. 
Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
—‘“Every Girl Married” (RKO) and 
“Yukon Rose” (Rep). Sock $20,000 
via Cary Grant starrer, “Married.” 
Last week. ‘Wonderful Urge” 


|(20th) and “So Well Remembered” 
'(RKO), $17,000. 


Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—“Don 
Juan” (WB) and “Shanghai Chest” 
(Mono). Nice $18,000 or over. Last 
week, “Yellow Sky” (20th) and 


| “In This Corner” (EL), $20,000. 


Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Shockproof” (Col) and “Slightly 
French” (Col) good $16,000. Last 
week, “Kissing Bandit” (MG) and 
“Dear Secretary” (UA), $17,500. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 
“Snake Pit” (20th) (m.o.) (3d wk) 
and “Blood on the Moon” (RKO) 
(m.o.), (2d wk). Stout $9,000 fol- 
| lowing big $12,500 for last stanza. 
| Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 


| “Stagecoach” (UA) and “Long 
| Voyage Home” (RKO) (reissues). | 
| Fine $9,000. Last week, “Sun 


| Comes Up” (M-G) and “Four Faces 
| West” (UA) (m.o.), $7,000. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-60)— 
|“Yellow Sky” (20th) and “In This 
Corner” (EL)_(m.o.). Trim $8,000. 


| Last week, “Behind Locked Doors” | 


, and stageshow, smash $24,000. 
| Shady Oak (F&M) (676; $1.20- 
| $2.40)—“Hamlet” (U) (3d wk). 


'Socko $12,000 following second ses- | 


| sion at $15,000. 


| Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 40-60)— 


| Still big at $4,000 after $4,500 last 
| stanza, 


‘Song’ Hot $23,000, Mont] 


Montreal, Feb. 15. 
General biz shapes high in all 
houses despite many holdovers. 
“Song Is Born” is heading up the 
new entries with sock session. 
“Joan of Arc” looks great in third 


Hub Not Strong: ‘Witch’ Sole Solid — 
Entry, §26,500, ‘Whiplash 


Limp 206 





week. 
Estimates for This Week 


Key City Grosses 








Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 45-65)— 
933.08 Is 5 ~ igi ey c= Rey y- 
3,000. ast week, “ ree 
Musketeers” (M-G) (3d wk), big} Estimated Total Gross 
$14,500. Fi ms ie FARES sotgaye + 1 
itol (C. T.) (2,412; 34-60)— asea on cites, & 
“pan Roots” (U) (2d wk). Still Ceres, Sate first runs, in 
. > | cluding N. Y.). 
= at $12,000 after $17,500 for vated Throne Gamne Weel 
_. Last Year.......$2,717,000 
(Based on 20 cities, 201 


“Joan of Are” (RKO) (3d_ wk). 

Great $23,000 following sock sec- 

ond at $27,000. 

| Princess (€.T.) (2,131; 34-60)—| ¢ 

|“Johnny Belinda” (WB) (5th wk). | 

| Big $12,000 after $13,500 in fourth. 
Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 26-45)— 


theatres). 


Hamlet’ Wham 








| 
Palace (C.T.) (2,625; “aa wn, 
| 


“End of River” (EL) and “Good | 
Time Girl” (EL). Oke $7,500. att 
| Last week, “Station West” (RKO) ’ ; 


and “Leather Gloves” (Col), $8,000. 

Orpheum (C. T.) (1,040; 34-60)— 
“Dear Secretary” (UA) and “Angry 
God” (UA). Nice $6,500. Last) {, 
week, “Girl from Manhattan” (UA) 
and “Vicious Circle’ (UA), $5,500. 


Cincy Up; ‘Wives 
Sturdy al $15,900 | Last week, “Snake Pit” (20th) and 


Cincinnati, Feb. 15. | Manhattan Angel” (Col) (4th wk), 


Downtown trade is back to nor- | 8°04 $5,500 in 10 days. 
ith Coliseum (H-E) (1,877; 50-84)— 


/mal with “Joan of Arc” holding |, 877; ‘)— 
‘the lead after its smash preem ses- | “Accused” (Par) and “Strike Rich 
“Letters to Three Wives”| (Mono) (2d wk). Okay $6,500 in 8 


Seattle, Feb. 15. 
Despite roadshow prices of $2,40 
p, “Hamlet” is getting lines and 
| going over with a smash week at 
‘the Blue Mouse. Besides the great 
|biz it is doing, “Letter to Three 
| Wives” looks big at Fifth Avenue. 
Also fairly sturdy is “Criss Cross” 
at Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 50-84)— 
“Red Witch” (Rep) and 
Amazon” (Rep), (m.o.). Big $5,000. 

a 


| 
} 





sion. ‘ 
is sturdy and a couple of lengths days. Last week, nice enough 
ahead of “Three Godfathers” to | $9,700. 
pace newcomers. Biz generally is| Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 50-84) 
enjoying lift from spell of warm |—‘Letter to Three Wives” (20th) 
| and dry weather. ‘and “Shockproof’ (Col). Big 


Estimates for This Week ' $13,000 or near. Last week, ‘“‘Whip- 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75)— | lash” (WB) and “Feathered Ser- 
— to Gaui ay — pent” (Mono), mild $5,700. 
Sturdy | $15,000. ast’ weeK,| Liberty (Ind) (1,650: 
gisece. by Night” (EL), g00d | “Rvery Girl Married” (RKO) and 
” Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 76-$1.25)— 


“Joan of Arc” (RKO) (2d wk). Big $8,500 after sweet $9,600 last week. 


, Holds again. 
Is of t f $29,000 | 
feng A By wy Figen | Music Box (H-E) (850; $1.20- 
Grand (RKO) (1.400: 55-75) — | $2.40) — “Hamlet” (U). Roadshow 





“Unfaithfully Yours” (20th). Mod-|°Pening. Nice tie-up on school kids, 
erate $7,000. Last week, “Belle|iS holding matinees up. Great 
Starr’s Daughter’ (20th), hotsy (Continued on page 22) 

| $10,000. 


| Guild (Indie) (278; $1.20-$2.40)— 
| “Hamlet” (U) (8th wk). All right 
, $3,500. Last week, $4,200. 

Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 55-75) 
—“Crusades” (Par) (reissue). 
| Pleasing $8,500. Last week, “16 
'Fathoms Deep” (Mono) and “Smart 
|Woman” (Mono), $6,500. 
| Lyrie (RKO) (1,400; 55-75) — 
, “Snake Pit” (20th) (m.o.) (2d wk). 
Satisfactory $6,500 on fifth down- 
|town round trailing last week’s | ° ‘ : : 
- $6,500. tion from Shrine Circus playing 
| Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-75) —_) full week at Jefferson County 
“Three Godfathers” (M-G). Good Armory. “Accused” at Rialto 
| $13,500. Last week, “Boy With | looks trim while second stanza of 
Green Hair” (RKO), slick $14,500. | “Red Shoes” at Scoop is holding 
Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 55-75)—/|uUp well at $2.40 top. National, 


L’ville Lagging Albeit 
‘Accused’ Lofty 126; 
‘Shoes’ Steps at 9G, 2d 


Louisville. Feb. 15. 
Biz is slightly off this week, 
probably stemming from lack of 
outstanding product and opposi- 





pics, has a lineup of stage shows 
starting Feb. 17 with the Original 
Amateur Hour. 


| wk). 


| $6,000 


Sweet $5,000. Last week, 





Pittsburgh, Feb. 15. 





“John Loves Mary” (WB). Mild 


$11,000. Last week, “Don -Juan” "eW Pictures this week but there’s 


(WB) (3d wk), $7,500. 

Hollywood Music Hall (Prin-Cor) | 
(55-85)—"Siren Atlantis” (UA) and | 
“Highway 13” (SG). Oke $5,000. | 
Last week, “Don’t Trust Husband” | 
(UA) (3d wk-6 days), $1,900. 

Iris (FWC) (828; 60-85) — “Bad 
Men Tombstone” (Mono) and “Be- 
trayed” (Mono) (reissue) (2d wk). | 
Slight $1,500 in 5 days. Last | 
week, slow $3,800. 

La Tijera_ (Griffith - Coleman) 
(1.520; 60-$1) — “Blanche Fury” 
(EL) and “Return Rin-Tin-Tin” | 
(EL) (2d wk). Less than $2,000 and 
house may shutter in fight for | 
firstrun product. First week, only 
$2,500. | 

Laurel (Rosener) (890; $1.20—/ 
“Symphonie Pastorale” (Indie) (8th | 
wk). Nice $3,000. Last week, good | 
$3,500. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s-WC) (2,- 
404; 60-$1)—“Chicken Every Sun-| 
day” (20th) and “Miss Mink 1949” | 
(20th). Slow $14,500. Last week, 
“Wonderful Urge” (20th) and “In- 
cident” (Mono) (10 days), mild. 

$18,000. | 

Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2.097: 
60-$1)—“‘Three Godfathers” (M-G) | 
and “High Fury” (UA). Wow $30,-. 


—‘Act of Violence” (M-G) and “No 


| week, “3 Godfathers” (M-G), okay 
$16,500. 
Ritz (Loew’s) (800; 45-80)—“3 


Downtown area has a flock of 


not much strength in them with 
the possible exception of “Don 
Juan.” New Errol Flynn starrer 
got a good lift from crix and should 
stick around another stanza at 
Stanley. Second session of “Joan 


of Arc” at Warner still is in upper; “Don Juan” (WB). 


brackets. Penn is learning again 


| with “Act of Violence” and “No| pull. 


Minor Vices” that it’s not a dual 
house. “Man From Colorado” at 


'Harris and “Wonderful Urge” at| Last week, “Whiplash” (WB), only 


Fulton are down from. recent 


healthy grosses there. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fulten (Shea) (1,700; 45-80)— 
“Wonderful Urge” (20th) Only 
fair $8,500. Last week, ‘Wake Red 
Witch” (Rep) (4th wk), strong $7,- 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 45-80)— 
“Man From Colorado” (Col). Mod- 
est $12,000. Last week, “Gotta 
Stay Happy” (U), very strong $18,- 
000 in 10 days. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 45-80) 


Minor Vices” (M-G). This is not 
a dual house. Slim $11,000. Last 


‘Juan’ Rousing $18, 
‘Violence’ Mild 116, ‘Joan’ Big 206, 2d 


Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200; 
40-65)—“‘Gotta Stay Happy” (U) 
and “Rose of Yukon” (Rep) (m.o.). 
Fairish $4,500. Last week, “Yel- 
low Sky” (20th) and “Jungle 
Patrol” (20th) (m.o.), $3,000. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 


500, Paces Pitt: 


—‘“Mexican Hayride” (U) and 
“Walk Crooked Mile” (Col). Okay 
good $3,000. Last week, “Sun | $3,300. Last week, ‘Fighter 


Squadron” (WB) and “Night Has 
1,000 Eyes” (Par) (m.o.), $3,200. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,000: 
45-65)—“‘Whiplash” (WB). Modest 
$5,000 on night shows only sched- 
ule. Last week, “Don Juan” (WB) 
(3d wk), $4,500. 

National (Standard) (2,400; 45-65) 


Comes Up” (M-G) (m.o.), $2,000. 


Senator (Harris) (1,750; 45-80)— 

| “Snake Pit” (20th) (2d wk). Held 

_here on moveover after playing 19 

|days at Harris, and still going 

| strong at $5,500 on top of $6,500 
s 


‘last week. 
Stanley (WB) (3,800; 45-80)— 
f Errol Flynn 
| picture seems to have considerable 
i Sturdy $18,500 looms and 
| since Warner isn’t available for 
| moveover, probably will stay here. 


and “Drive by Night” (WB) (re- 
issues). Slow $4,000. Last week, 
“In Navy” (U) and “Who Done It” 
(U) (reissues), $5,000. 

Rialto (FA) (3,000; 45-65)—‘“Ac- 
cused” (Par) and “Dynamite” 
(Par). Likely a neat $12.000. Last 
week, “Gotta Stay Happy” (U) and 
“Rose of Yukon” (Rep), healthy 
$14,000. 

Scoop (Louisville Theatres) (700; 
$1.20-$2.40)—“‘Red Shoes” (EL). 
Slowing up somewhat at $9,000, but 
still okay after first week’s fine 
$11,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“Coroner Creek” (Col) and “Black 
Arrow” (Col). Barely okay $10,000. 
Last week, “Kissing Bandit’ (M-G) 
and “My Dear Secretary” (UA), 
nice $12,000. 

Strand (FA) (1,000; 45-65)—“So 
Evil My Love” (Par) andd “Jiggs, 
Maggie in Society” (Mono). Mod- 
erate $4,000. Last week, “Race 


| $11,000. 

| Warner (WB) (2,000: 50-$1.50)— 
“Joa of Are’ (RKO) (2d_ wk). 
| Dipping somewhat but should still 
be big at $20,000. Last week, 
great $26,500. 





—— 


Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come, 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 








Godfathers” (M-G) (m.o.), Fairly’ 





include the U. S. amusement 


Street” (RKO) and “Indian Agent” 
tax, 


(RKO), fancy $7,000. 


- 


“Angel on) 


50-84)— | 


|‘‘Incident” (Mono) (3d wk). Great | 


—"Angels with Dirty Faces” (WB) | 


Boston, Feb. 15. 

Nothing spectacular in down- 
town biz this week, most spots 
merely hanging on. Sole exception 
is “Wake of Red Witch,” which is 
/solid at Paramount and Fenway. 
| “Whiplash” is mild at the Met. 
|“Shockproof” shapes dull at State 
and Orpheum. “Joan” on move- 
over to Astor is okay. 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (Jaycox) (1,200; 90-$1.50)— 
“Joan of Arc” (RKO) (m.o.). First 
/ week here after two at Memorial, 
brisk $20,000. Last week, ‘“Enchant- 
ment” (RKO) (7th wk), $7,000. 


Boston (RKO) (3,200: 40-85)— 
“Fighting O’Flynn” (U) and “Ar- 
kansas Swing” (U). Helped by per- 
sonal appearance of Doug Fair- 
banks, Jr., got only fair $20.000. 
Last week, “Yellow Sky” (20th) and 
“Trouble Preferred” (20th) (2d 
| wk), $15,000. 


| Exeter (Indie) (1,200; 44-75)— 
| “*‘Paisan” (Indie) (8th wk). Record 
run at this class nabe is $5,000 
after about same last session. 
| Fenway (NET) (1,373; 44-85)— 
“Wake of Red Witch” (Rep) and 
“Shep Comes Home” (SG). Neat 
$8,500. Last week, “One Sunday 
Afternoon” (WB) and “S.O.S. Sub- 
marine” (SG) (2d wk), $4,500. 

Majestic (Shubert) (1,500: $2.40) 
—‘‘Red Shoes” (EL) (13th wk) 
Still nice at $7,000 after $7,500 last 
round. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 44-85)— 
“Dear to My Heart” (RKO) and 
“Sword of Avenger” ‘EL). Begins 


} 


second week today (Tues.). Last 
| week, nice $20,000. 
| Metropolitan (NET) (4,367: 44- 


85)—‘Whiplash” (WB) and “Angel 
on Amazon” (Rep). Mild $20,000. 
| Last week, “Don Juan” (WB) and 
“The Judge” (Indie) (2d wk), solid 
$22,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 44-85)— 
“Shockproof” (Col) and “Slightly 
| French” (Col). Not doing so well 
at $18,000. Last week, “‘Don’t Trust 
Husband” (UA) and “No Minor 
| Vices” (M-G), $20,000. 
| Paramount (NET) (1,700; 44-85) 
—‘Wake Red Witch” (Rep) and 
“Shep Comes Home” (SG). Sock 
$18,000. Last week, “One Sunday 
| Afternoon” (WB) and “S.O.S. Sub- 
, marine” (SG) (2d wk), $11,000. 
| Pilgrim (ATC) (1,800; 44-85)— 
| ““Let’s Live Little’ (EL) and ‘Un- 
'known Island” (FC). Opens today 
|(Tues.). Last week, “Siren Atlantis” 
'(UA) and “Girl Manhattan” (UA), 
| okay $13,000. 
| State (Loew) (3,500; 44-85)— 
“Shockproof” (Col) and “Slightly 
| French” (Col). Light $12,000. Last 
| week, “Don’t Trust Husband” (UA) 
and “No Minor Vices’ ‘(M-G), 
$11,000. 


“Own Love’ Slim $11,000, 
— Prov.; ‘O'Flynn’ $12,000 


Providence, Feb. 15. 
| Two first run holdovers. will 
highlight biz here this week with 





Loew's State’s “Wake of Red 
Witch” in the lead. Majestic’s 
“Snake Pit” also is nice. “Own 


True Love” at Strand and ‘“Fight- 
ing O’Flynn” at Albee are both on 
slow side. 

| Estimates for This Week 

| Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
_“Fighting O’Flynn” (U) and “Shed 
No Tears” (EL). Fair $12,000. Last 
week, “Marine Raiders” (RKO) and 
| “Back to Bataan” (RKO) reissues), 
| strong $17,000. 

| Carlton (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)— 
“Saxon Charm” (U) and “Devil's 


Cargo” (U). Fairly good $5,500. 
|Last week, “Fighter Squadron” 
(WB) and “Christopher Blake” 


(WB) (2d run) steady $5,000. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)— 
“Miraculous Journey” (FC) and 
Mischa Auer heading stageshow. 
|Plenty hot $8,000. Last week, 
|“Plunderers” (Rep) and Jackie 
/ Coogan heading stage bill, nice 
$7,500. 

| Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
| “Snake Pit” (20th) (2d wk). Very 
nice $12,000 after hitting wow 
| $20,000 first. 

| Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65)—“‘Sifen of Atlantis” (UA) and 
“Trouble Makers” (Mono). Not bad 
$9,500. Last week, “Johnny Apollo’ 
(20th) and “Show Them No Mercy” 
| (20th) (reissues)), fair $7,500. 

| State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— 
'“Wake of Red Witch” (Rep) and 
“Song of Heart” (Mono) (2d wk). 
‘Nice $17,000. First sesh was big 
$24,000. 

| Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
“Own True Love” (Par) and “Dy- 
‘namite” (Par) (2d wk). Initial hold- 
over round opened Monday (14). 
' First week was slow $11,000. 


| 
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H.0.’s, Mild Films Make Chi Spotty: 
Dear -Heart’ Fine $24,000, ‘Martin’ 
Fair 126, ‘Words’-B. Ann Scott 596, 2d 


Chicago, Feb. 15. +4 


In general pic biz here looks} 
spotty. Despite this, fine trade is | 
being done by reissues at the Rialto | 
and Grand. Midwest preem of | 
“Lucky Stiff” was set back partly 
because of the lush take by ‘“‘Stage- 
coach” and “Long Voyage Home,” | 
crisp $11,000 in second at Grand. | 
Rialto also will do well with $12,000 | 
in eight days of reissue combo, ‘In 
the Navy” and “Who Done It.” 

Only two new bills came in, with 
“So Dear to My Heart” at Palace 
overcoming a slow start to hit tidy 
$24,000. “Flaxy Martin” and ‘“Pa- 
role, Inc.” at Roosevelt looks minor 
with $12,000. 

Chicago should hit big $59,000 
with “Words and Music” and Bar- 
bara Ann Scott heading stageshow 
in second week. Oriental, with 
second round of “Letter to Three 
Wives” plus vaude shapes neat $43,- 
000. “‘Red Pony,” at State-Lake, in 
first holdover session, is keen 
$16,000. 

“Paisan” at the World still is 
socko at $7,000 in fifth week. “Red 
Shoes,” at Selwyn, is getting savory 
$14,000 in eighth week. “Hamlet” 
is displaying fine staying power 
with bright $10,000 possible for 
12th week at Apollo. 

Estimatés for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,400; $1.20-$2.40) 
—‘‘Hamlet” (U) (12th wk). Holding 
amazingly well at $10,000. Last 
week, $10,400. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— 
“Words and Music” (M-G) plus 
Barbara Ann Scott topping stage 
bill (2d wk). Fancy $59,000. Last 
week, $69,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 
“Bad Men of, Tombstone” (Mono) 
and “Strike It Rich’ (Mono) (2d 


(Continued on page 22) 


‘Wives Nice 236 


Frisco Standout 


San Francisco, Feb. 15. 
Return of cold weather here is 
keeping biz at firstruns down this 
week. Fact that there are so many 
holdovers and extended-runs also 





is cutting into the overall total. 
Best newcomer appears to be 
“Letter To Three Wives,” nice at 
the Fox. “Joan of Arc” still is 
strong in third Golden Gate ses- 
sion. “Whiplash” looks in for big 
stanza at the State. 
Estimates for This Week 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 76- 
$1.40)—“Joan of Arc” (RKO) (3d 
wk). Strong $19,000 or near. Last 
week, great $24,500. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)—“Let- 
ter to Three Wives” (20th) and 
“Strike It Rich’ (Mono). Nice 
$23,000. Last week, “Red Pony” 
(Rep) and “Trouble Preferred” 
(20th), nice $17,000. 


Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85)— 


“3 Godfathers” (M-G) and “Michael | 


O'Halloran” (Mono) (2d wk). Fair 
$15,000. Last week, fine $22,000. 
Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
“Since You Went Away” (EL) (re- 
issue). Colorless $13,000 or close. 
Last week, “Whiplash” (WB) and 


50-98)— | 


1. | 


| ‘Joan’ $22,000, ‘Pit’ 186, 
_ Both Smash; ‘Cross’ 106 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $621,500 
(Based on 16 theatres) 
Last Year $717,000 
(Based on 24 theatres) 





ard Hoy 
$17,000 in Indpls. 








Indianapolis, Feb. 15. 

Firstrun biz is generally slug- 
gish here this stanza, with “Every 
| Girl Should Be Married” the only 
| bright spot. It’s sock at the Indiana. 
“Kissing Bandit” is just fair at 
Loew’s. “Hamlet” is not big in first 
| week at Keith’s. “Unknown Island” 
| looks strong at Lyric. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- 
65)—‘“‘Snake Pit” (20th) (2d wk). 
Mild $8,500 on top of hot $17,500 
opener. 
| Indiana (G-D) (3,300; 44-65)— 
“Every Girl Married’”’ (RKO) and 
“Indian Agent” (RKO). Socko 
$17,000. Last week, “Don Juan” 
(WB), $12,000. 

Keith’s (G-D) (1,300; $1.20-$2.40) 
—‘‘Hamlet” (U). Not so big $9,000 
at these prices. Last week, “Count 
Monte Cristo” (EL) and “Son of 


$3,500. 
Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,450; 44-65)— 


week, “Shockproof” (Col) and 


“Slightly French” (Col), $10,000. 





| ric (G-D) (1. ' _§5)——“TJn- | Prices at Orpheum continues sock. | 

Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 44-65) a, | Personal appearances helped reis- |slip to fair $16,000 in third week at | 
sues at both the Midland and Roxy. 
| Jane Powell helped “Wizard of Oz” |(21) by “Castles on Hudson” and 
on test-booking at Midland Friday |“‘Sgt. York,’ new Warner reissue 


known Island” (FC) and 
| Judge” (FC). Strong $8,500. Last 
week, “Black Arrow” (Col) and 
‘‘Loaded Pistols” (Col), $6,000. 


15-Below in. Mpls. But 








| Minneapolis, Feb. 15._ 
With such ace pix as “Joan of 
Arc” and “Snake Pit” heading the 
‘list, current array of bills is loaded. 
“Criss Cross” also looks fast. 
| Another weekend of 15-below-zero 
temperatures again is a handicap 
but hefty overall total looms. 
Estimates for This Week 


Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70) — 
“Unfaithfully Yours” (20th). Good 
$7,000. Last week, “Hamlet” (U) 
(83d wk) ($1.20-$2.40), fair $7,000, 
but very fine $38,000 for three 
| weeks. 

Gopher (Par) (1,000; 40-50)— 
“Urubu” (UA) and “Texas, Brook- 
'lyn” (UA). Modest $3,000 or less. 
| Last week, “Lulu Belle” (Col) and 
| “Gallant Legion” (Rep), $2,200. 
| Lyrie (Par) (1,000; 50-70) — 





Monte Cristo” (EL) (reissues), thin 


“Parole, Inc.” (EL), hefty $20,000. | “Fighter Squadron” (WB) (m.0.). 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— Fast $6,500. Last week, “Red 
“Don Juan” (WB) (5th wk). Off to River” (UA) (3d wk), fine $6,000 
$5,000. Last week, pleasing $9,000. and big $34,000 for downtown run. 


Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448; 55- 
85)—"Slightly French” (Col) and 
“Law of Barbary Coast’ (Col). 
Thin $10,000. Last week, ‘‘Mexican 
Hayride” (U) and “Lone Wolf and 
Lady” (Col), $10,500. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
55-85)—“‘Dear Secretary” (UA), 
800d $9,500 or over. Last week, 
“Don’t Trust Husband” (UA) (3d 
wk), 5 days, $5,500. 

Stagedoor (Ackerman) (350; 
$1.20-$2.40)—“Hamlet” (14th wk). 
Stout $10,000. Last week, $10,500. 


Esquire (No. Coast) (955; 55-85) | 


——"Mexican Hayride” (U) and 
Lone Wolf and His Lady” (Col) 
{m.o.). Nice $6,000. Last week, 
Song of India” (Col) and “Valiant 
Hombre” (UA), $5,400. 

_United Nations (FWC) (1,149; 60- 
85) — “Red Pony” (Rep) and 
‘Trouble Preferred” (20th) (m.o.). 
Okay $4,000 or near. Last week, 


50-70) — 


(300; 
Good 


(4th wk). 


(Corwin) 


| Pix 
(Indie) 


| “Paisan’”’ 


canto. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)—- 
“Words and Music” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Still showing lots of life at $12,000 
after big $19,000 first week. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- 
70)\—“Criss Cross” (U). Looks like 
oke $10,000. Last week, “Boy 
With Green Hair” (RKO), mild 
$9,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 75-$1.25) 
—‘Joan of Arc” (RKO). Acclaim | 





| for this one, and terrific $22,000 


$1,700 after virile $2,200 preceding | 


Ink Spots Tilt ‘Yours’ 
To Terrif $28,000, Buff. 


Buffalo, Feb. 15. 
Standout here this stanza is ter- 
rific biz being enjoyed by the But- 
| falo where the Ink Spots are boost- 
ing “Unfaithfully Yours” to big- 
gest figure in weeks. Elsewhere 
trade is offish although “Joan of 
Are” is nice in third week at the 
Century. 
Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Unfaithfully Yours” (20th) plus 
| Ink Spots onstage. Terrific $28,000. 
Last week, “Sun Comes Up” (M-G) 
and “Henry, Rainmaker” (Mono), 
only $11,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3.400; 40-70 
—‘Don Juan” (WB). Mild $16,000 





in 9 days. “John Loves Mary” 
| (WB) opens Feb. 17. 
Hipp (Shea) (2,100: 40-70)— 


i“‘Christopher Blake’ (WB) and 
|“Flaxy Martin” (WB). Barely okay 
$7,000 in 9 days. “Don Juan” (WB) 
opens on moveover Feb. 17. 

Teck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)\—‘Ali 
Baba” (U) and “Phantom of Opera” 
(U) (reissues). Open tomorrow 
(Wed.). Last week, “Whiplash” 
(WB) and “High Fury” (UA) (m.o.), 
$4,500. 


| Lafayette (Basil) (3.000; 40-70)— 


‘Mexican Hayride” (U) and “Rusty 
Leads Way” 
500. Last week, “Dark Past’ (Col) 
and “Strawberry Roan” (Col), $10,- 
| 500. 

| Century (20th Cent) (3,000; 40- 


|'70)—“Joan of Arc” (RKO) (3d wk). | 


| Still fine at $13,000. Last 
| $18,500. 


‘Wake’ Walloping 
$20,000 Tops K. C. 


Kansas City, Feb. 15. 


“Wake of Red Witch” is setting 
|the pace currently with a rousing 
1/$20,000 day-date in three Fox- 


week, 








ithe total even greater. “Joan of 


Arc” in second week at upped 


(Col). Passable $12,- 


Weather Ups N.Y.;‘Smith’-Torme-Rich 


Open Socko, ‘Secretary’ Slim $18,000, 
~ Kaye Holds ‘Sky’ 


Despite launching of only two 
jnew bills this week, almost spring- 
‘like weather over the past weekend 
is furnishing a healthy tone to busi- 
ness at Broadway firstrun theatres 
currently. Handicap of having Lin- 
coln’s birthday fall on Saturday 
(12) this year was overcome by 
most theatres getting top holiday 
scale right from opening of doors 
that day. Snow and rain last Thurs- 
day hurt a little but slight rainfall 
Sunday (13) hardly was felt. 

Paramount, with “Whispering 


Smith” and stageshow headed by 
Buddy Rich band, Mel Torme, 
Henny Youngman, teed’ off in 
smash fashion Monday (14), two 


days ahead of regular opening date 
after “Own True Love” nosedived 
in second round. “Smith” and new 
stage lineup looks great $24,000 in 
first two days. “Dear Secretary” 
shapes slight $18,000 in first May- 
fair week. 

Danny Kaye, with Georgia Gibbs 
heading surrounding stageshow, is 
keeping “Yellow Sky” way high at 
$111,000 in second session at Roxy. 
Bill stays only this week (3d) be- 
|cause “Down to Sea in Ships” is 
booked to open Feb, 22. 

Arthur Godfrey and His Talent 
Scouts still are giving “The Bribe” 
a terrific boost at the Capitol with 
|sock $84,000 likely in second (final) 
stanza. This business ordinarily 
would insure at least four weeks 
but Godfrey only would stay two 
|weeks. “Caught” with Charlie Spi- 
|vak band opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 
| “John Loves Mary” with Jack 
Carson’s Hollywood Show on stage 
for real lift is down to okay $51,000 
in second Strand week but stays a 
third. 


| “Letter to Three Wives’ with 
istageshow is holding well at $122,- 


,000 in fourth frame at Music Hall, | 
“Kissing Bandit” (M-G) and “Dear | Midwest firstruns. Film is likely to |and holds a fifth. Reissue combo 


Secretary” (UA). Fair $11,000. Last |run eight days which would make |0f “Jacare” and “India Speaks” is | 
idoing fancy $12,000 at bandbox 


| Rialto. 
“Dear to My Heart,” which will 


|Palace, is being supplanted Monday 


while Ruth Warrick, with four days ; package. 


p.a. at Roxy boosted “Guest in the | 


House.”’ 


Besides new bills opening in the 


“Henry V’ in a return | next seven days at the Cap, Roxy 


date at the Kimo is surprisingly | ang Palace. the Astor and Globe 


good. 
Estimates for This Week 


$3,500. Last week, 
(Rep) and ‘Angel 
(Rep), strong $4,500. 
Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 61-$1.20) 
—‘Henry V” (UA). 


of Amazon” 


(Continued on page 22) 


Song’ Smooth $20,000, 
Toronto; ‘O'Flynn’ Fast 





Toronto, Feb. 15. 


have set new fare. Former brings 
in “Knock On Any Door,” Feb. 22 


Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- | after eight weeks and three days 
65)—“If I Had My Way” (Indie) | with “Enchantment,” which had a 
and ‘“‘Can’t Cheat Honest Man” | profitable run. “State Department- 
(Indie) (reissues). Topping average, | 


File 649” opens at Globe Saturday 


“Plunderers” | (19). 


Stability of “Joan of Arc” at $21,- 
000 to $22,000 per week at Victoria 
continues to attract attention. 


Continuous | Same holds for “Snake Pit” at Riv- 
showing on 9-day run hit great oli, which is doing $21,000 or bet- 


ter in fifteenth week. ‘Joan’”’ winds 
up its 14th week today (Wed.) with 
$20,500. “Red Shoes” at Bijou, and 
“Hamlet,” at Park Avenue also 
continue strong, former in its 17th 
stanza and “Hamlet” in 20th week. 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 70-$1.50) 





116, ‘Blade’ Sharp 7G | —"“Enchantment” (RKO) (8th wk). 


| Present week ending next Friday 
| (18) shapes to land $16,000 after 


“Song Is Born” is garnering top | okay $17,000 for seventh, session. 


fourth week. “Gallant 

shapes’ splendid 

O’F lynn” looks big. 
Estimates for This Week 


Downtown (20th Cent) (1,050:) 
35-60) — “Gallant Blade” (Col). | 
Hefty $7,000 which is near capac- | 
ity. Last week, “Brother Jona- 
than” (Indie) and “Mrs. Crane” | 
(EL) (2d wk), about same. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373: 36-66)—| 
“Song Is Born” (RKO). Smash) 
$20,000, and set for three weeks. | 
Last week, “Walk Crooked Mile” | 
(Col) (2d wk), held up well at 
$10,500. : 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,096; 36-66)— 
“Words and Music” (M-G) (3d wk). | 
Fair $8,500 after last week’s okay 


Blade” | 


Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 35-$1.20)— 
“Red Shoes” (EL) (4th wk). Still up 


$10,000. | 





‘looms. Last week, ‘“‘Don Juan” | 
|(WB) (2d wk), good $7,500. 
| State (Par) (2,300; 50-70) — 


| “Snake Pit” (20th). Raves for this | 
film, likely will hit sock $18,000. | 
Last week, “Fighter Squadron 
(WB), hefty $13,500. 


| (Par) (1,000; 


| U ptown 44-60 — 


on toes for terrific $20,000 after 
last week’s $20,500. 


| 





“Wake Red Witch” (Rep) and “In- | “Paleface” (Par). One of first nabe 


coin among the newcomers and Stays three days in ninth wee 
looks set for several weeks. “Red | with “Knock on Any Door” (Col) 
Shoes” still is holding heftily in| opening Feb. 22. 


Bijou (City Inv.) 
(17th 
wk). Current frame ending tomor- 
row (Thurs.) is holding in sensa- 
tional style at $15,200 after big 
— for 16th week. Stays in- 
ef. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 80-$1.50) 
—‘‘The Bribe” (M-G) with Arthur 
Godfrey Talent Scouts (2d-final 
wk). Initial holdover round ending 
today (Wed.) continuing big with 
$84,000 likely; first was smash 
$95,000. Could stay longer but 


Godfrey limiting himself to two. 


weeks. “Caught” (M-G) with Char- 
lie Spivak orch, Dave Apollon, 
Anne Jeffreys heading stage bill 
opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 
Criterion (Loew’s) (1,700; 70- 
$1.85)—“Walked by Night’ (EL) 
(2d wk). Current week ending 
Friday (18) is continuing big at 
$27,000 after great $34,000 opener. 


Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 36-66)— Stays third stanza. “Fighting 

“Dear To Heart” (RKO).  Dis-| O’Flynn” (U) due in next. 
| appointing $7,500. Last week, Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 90-$1.50) 
“One Sunday Afternoon” (WB), —‘Tarzan’s Magic Fountain” 
(RKO) (2d-final wk). First hold- 


over round looks about $10,000 


|__Blad (589; $1.20- 
and “Fighting $2.40)—“Red Shoes” (EL) 


cident” (Mono) (m.o.), fair $3,000. 


showings. Smash $5,000 or near. 


_ptate (Par) (2,133; 
Whiplash” (WB) and “Parole, | $3,000. 
Inc.” (EL) (2d wk) (m.o.). Big) World (Mann) (350; 50-85)— 


$2,500 after hot $4,000 preceding 
| week. 


8,500. 
| Tivoli (FP) (1,431: 36-66)—“Let- 
ter to Three Wives” (20th) (2d wk). 


60-85) —| Last week, “Yellow Sky” (20th),| Holding up nicely at $5,500 after 
| last week’s $6,000. 

' Uptown (Loew) (2.743; 36-66)— 
$11,000. Last week, “City Without “Accused” (Par) (3d_ wk). Good “Fighting 
Men” (Indie) and “Prison Without 
Bars” (Indie) (reissues), $7,000. 


O’Flynn” (U). Big 
$11,000 or near. Last week, “Criss- 
| Cross” (U) (2d wk), $4,500. 


after very good $18,000 initial 
week. “State Department—File 
| 649” (FC) opens Saturday (19). 
Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 60-$1.25) 
—‘Dear Secretary” (UA). First 
week ending next Friday (18) 
‘looks to land mild $18,000 or less, 


High $111,000 in 2d 


but holds. In ahead, fifth session 
of “Red Witch” (Rep), nice $20,000. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 50-$1.40)— 
“Dear to My Heart” (RKO) (3d wk). 
Current week ending Friday (18) 
is dipping down to $16,000 after 
nice $21,000 for second. Stays two 
days past third round, with “Cas- 
tles on Hudson” (WB) and “Sgt. 
York” (WB) (reissues) opening on 
Feb. 21, and house reverting to 
old-scale of $1 top. 


Paramount (Par) (3,664: 55-$1.50) 


“Whispering Smith” (Par) plus 
Buddy Rich orch, Mel Torme, 
Henny Youngman heading stage- 
show. Opened Monday (14) in 
smash fashion, with first two days 
likely to reach great $24,000. Last 
week, second week (5 days) of 


“Own True Love” (Par) and Three 
Suns, Boyd Raeburn orch topping 
stage bill, was very slim $35,000 
despite previews of “Smith” at late 
shows last Friday and Saturday; 
opening week mild 252.000. 

Park Avenue (U) (583: $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Hamlet” (U) (21st wk). 
Twentieth week ended last (Tues.) 
night held in remarkable manner 
at $15,000 after great $15,500 for 
19th stanza. Stays on. 


Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5.945: 80-$2.40)-—“Letter 
to Three Wives” (20th) and stage- 
show (4th wk). Off to $122,000 but 
still fine takings, and stavs fifth 
| week. Third was very good $128,- 
000. “Family Honeymoon” (U) due 
| next. 

Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-$1.20)— 
“Jacare” (FC) and “India Speaks” 
(FC) (reissues). First week end- 
ing tomorrow (Thurs.) likely will 
| hit excellent $12,000 or over; holds. 
Last week. “Dead of Night” (U) 
and “Beauty & Beast” (Indie) (re- 
issues) (2d wk). $9,000. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2.092: 60- 
| $1.25)—“‘Snake Pit” (20th) (15th 
, wk). Present frame ending today 
(Wed.) holding very well at $21.- 
| 000 or better; 14th week was solid 
'$24.000. Stays on, with no end in 


! sight. 
Roxy (20th) (5.826; 80-$1 80)— 
'“VYellow Skv” (20th) plus Danny 
Kave. Georgia Gibbs topnving stage 
| bill (3d-final wk). Initial holdover 
session ended last Monday (14) 
| held in great shape at $111,000 
| which is better than some recent 
| first weeks; first was smash $134.- 
| 000. Holds only three because of 
'lorked booking on next picture. 
|“Down to Sea in Ships” (20th) 
with Rudy Vallee, Maurice Rocco, 
| Morey Amsterdam plus ice show 
| headed by Cecilia Colledge opens 
| Feb. 22. 
State (Loew’s) (3,450: 80-$1.50) 
,—“Command Decision” (M-G) (5th 
wk). Fourth week ended last 
|(Tues.) night continued to slide 
| despite new ad campaign plaving 
| uo femme apneal of Clark Gable. 
| Fourth round was $23.000 while 
| third was very strong $31,000. Con- 
'tinues with “Take Me Out to Ball 
'Game” (M-G) scheduled to follow 
_but no date set. 
| Strand (WB) (2,756: 76-$1.50)— 
' “John Loves Mary (WB) with Jack 
| Carson Hollywood Show including 
| Marion Hutton, Robert Alda top- 
| Ding stageshow (2d wk). First 
| holdover round ending tomorow 
| (Thurs.) is fairly steady at $51,000 
after very good $61,000 opener al- 
_beit not un to expectancy. Con- 
tinnes. “Johnny Belinda” (WB) 
end “Treasure of Sierra Madre” 
_‘WB), both Academy Award nom- 
_inees, start a two-week run Feb. 25 
| sans stageshow. 
|. Victoria (City Inv.) (1.060; 95- 
| $2.40)—“Joan of Arc” (RKO) (14th 
| wk). Current session ending today 
| (Wed.) holding up in great stvle at 
$20.500 after sturdy $22.000 for 
| 13th week, Continues indef. 


‘Witch’ Outstanding In 


Omaha, Strong $11,000 


Omaha, Feb. 15. 

“Wake of Red Witch” is by far 
the town’s standout and looks to 
get a solid session at Paramount 
where lines have prevailed. Picture 
drew rave notices and word-of- 
mouth has been especially good. 
New storm is clipping biz at nearly 
all spots. | 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3.000; 16- 
65\—“‘Accused” (Par) and “S.O.S. 
| Submarine” (SG). Good $10.000. 
Last week, “Embraceable You” 
(WB) and “Smart Girls Don’t Talk” 
(WB), fair $9,500. 

Paramount (Tristates) (3,000: 16- 
| 65)—‘Wake of Red Witch” (Rep). 
Solid $11,000 or better. Last week, 
“Snake Pit’ (20th), great $14,500. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 

(Continued on page 22) 
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Down to the Sea in Ships. South of St. Louis es . s quest by the leaderless bandit 
Hollywood, Feb. i (SONG-COLOR) Miniature Reviews PO ape? —, Rogell horde. ia np 


20th-Fox release of Louis D. Lighton 
roduction. Stars 
iionel Barrymore, 
tures Cecil Kellaway, 


Gene Lockhart, 


gan. Harry Davenport, Paul Harvey, Jay 


Screenplay, John Lee Mahin, Sy Bartlett, 
from story by Bartlett; camera, Joe Mac- 
Donald; music, Alfred Newman; editor, 
Dorothy Spencer. Tradeshown Feb. 11, 
“49. Running time, 120 MINE. 





Richard Widmark, | 


Dean Stockwell; fea- (Milton Sperling) production. 
| McCrea, exis Smith, Zachary Scott. Dor- 
Berry Kroeger, John McIntire, Henry Mor- | othy Malone; features Douglas Kennedy. | 


C. Flippen. Directed by Henry Hathaway. | 


d Widmark ; Clarence Kolster. 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 
Warner Bros. release of U. S. Pictures 
Stars Joel 


Alan Hale, Victor Jory, Bob Steele, Art 
Smith. Monte Blue, Nacho Galino. Di- 


| rected by Ray Enright. Written by Zach- 
ary Gold, James R. Webb: camera (Tech- 


nicolor), Karl Freund; music, Max Steiner: 
song. Ray Heinsdorf, Ralph Blane: editor, 
Tradeshown Feb. 8, °49. 





Lunceford........ ichar : : 

Capt. Bering Joy-.:.---Ldonel Barrymore | Bunning time, 66 MINS. == 
Bod. JOP. o> <acheees --Dean Stockwell | Rouge de Lisle ))./20°' 12°" Atesia Genith 
, Tubbs. setae ** Cecil Kellaway | ® e sis le pasescesores exis mith 
Slush cane Gene Lockhart | Charlie Burns ............ Zachary Scott 
Anérow : ush...« Save beary Mrecser | Deborah Miller......... Dorothy Malone 
Manches 2 John Mclntire | BO. PRIMED... cccvedes Douglas Kennedy 
Fars wea teense eeereroereres \* ae Morgan | Jake EVarts....ccccceccvesess Alan Hale 
a Harris, tao seee**"“aarry Davenport | ike pa rell eS rer tag — 
ir. J v ....Paul Harvey | i BROOD ..ccccecocevodecceen ob Stee e | 
: —_ BriggS..+eseseses Jay C. Flippen | Bronco ies ensleners en Art Smith 
Lem BUGED.csecacivocseessss Waray Mmigee | pene gf ON eTY «+++ +0220 fis cne Gelinas | 
Daahr . cosadhia sesenecusertees Arthur Hohl vi a 
Miss Hopkins.......+-+++. Dorothy Adams | aga 


“Down to the Sea in Ships” is a 
lengthy saga of early whaling ships 


and the men who commanded | 


them.: It is told with emphasis on 
character study rather than action, 
and is so engrossingly done that 


the box-office appeal should be) 
sturdy. Exceptional performances | 


by the principals, the picturesque 
sweep of its production values and 
the mood which it conveys shape it 
for popular reception. 

The first half of the two-hour 
footage is becalmed in a rather 
thoreugh development of _ the 
characters that will be involved in 


the ruggedness of sea-life aboard | 


a whaler out of New Bedford. De- 
spite the slowness with which this 
footage is brought out, it maintains 
the attention through the strength 
of the writing and playing. In the 
last hour, picture really shakes out 
its sails‘and goes wing-and-winging 
before the wind with genuinely 
thrilling movement. 

The taking of a whale and the 
rending of blubber to oil, the 
dangers of fog and the menace of 
a wreck on an iceberg is sturdy 
excitement that appeals to the 
average ticket buyer and serves as 
a fitting climax to the story of an 
old whaler captain, his young 
grandson and of a young first mate, 
the principals around whom the 
plot revolves. Majority of footage 
is almost entirely aboard ship and 
picture captures fully the appeal, 
ihe menace and the salty flavor of 
the sea. 

Richard Widmark has a chance 
at a sympathetic role and proves 
himself versatile. His character of 
the first mate aboard Lionel Barry- 
more’s ship is rugged enough to 
please the fans who liked his 
deadly killer portrayals, but has 
been given depth and feeling in 
keeping with the quality of the 
writing in the John Lee Mahin-Sy 
Bartlett script. 

Lionel Barrymore carries off the 
fat part of whaling captain with 
fewer of the -usual Barrymore 
tricks. As result the performance 
is standout. Third, and youngest, 
member of the starring trio is Dean 
Stockwell. Despite his youth, the 
lad is a skilled thespian who more 
than holds his own in scenes with 
the adults. It is his role that will 
get under the skin of audiences. 

Footage is dotted with tremen- 
dously moving scenes that will 
stick in memory. Such a one is the 
schoolroom sequence wherein 
Barrymore and young Stockwell 
wait to see if the lad has passed 
his examinations so he can go to 
Sea again. Pacing this moving bit 
of work is Gene Lockhart as the 
understanding professor who be- 
lieves rules should be flexible if 
it means keeping a heart from 
breaking. 

Henry Hathaway spots any num- 
ber of such sequences that are 
emotionally sure and give a flavor 
to the picture, He reaches high 
action stride in the sea adventure 
scenes and the wreck on the ice- 
berg while men try to save their 
ship touches the heights of tension. 
His direction is sharpened by the 
prodactsem tools with which Louis 

. Lighton has given him to work, 
— Ship-at-sea setting lending 
color. 


Cecil Kellaway, ship’s cook; Jay 
C. Flippen, second mate; Berry 
Kroeger, John McIntire, Henry 
Morgan, Harry Davenport, Paul 
Harvey are among others who add 
their worth to general appeal this 
one will have. Stirring lensing by 
Joe MacDonald, the score by Al- 
fred Newman, special photo- 
Sraphic effects are among top 
credits that sharpen the interest. 

Brog. 











Always Rains on Sunday 

“It Always Rains on Sun- 
day” (Rank), tradeshown in 
N. Y. yesterday (Tues.), was 
reviewed in ARIETY from 
London Dec. 3, 1947 by Cane 
who saw some “ready ammu- 
nition for Fascists” in this 
film, with its chances in U. S. 
confined to a “limited audi- 
ence.” Commonplace story of 
an escaped convict “looks 
dangerous, when wrongdoers 
are labelled with a religious 
tag that has no real bearing 
On the story,” review stated. 


“South of St. Louis” has enough 
adventure, action and romance to 
| please most western fans. Color will | 
also improve the draw but in this 
instance certainly doesn’t enhance 
the pic. Preview print looked like 
a one-color job, red. While there 
are no big name draws, cast is a 
well balanced one that turns in 
| good individual performances. 


| Film is set in Brownsville, Texas, 
|;and Matamoras, Mexico, in late | 
| days of and post-Civil War period. 
Zachary Gold and James R.. Webb 
|have overwritten for therein lies | 
|main trouble .of the picture—too 


j}much story. 


Theme of yarn concerns the ad- 
iventures of a trio of ranch owners 
|who are cleaned out by gueriilas 
land head south to build up their 
| bankroll. One, Douglas Kennedy, 
|joins the Confederate Army. The 
iother two, Joel McCrea and Zach- 
ary Scott, fall into the gun-running 
|racket through influence of dance- 
|hall girl Alexis Smith, who falls for 
|'McCrea. Dorothy Malone, the gal 
,McCrea leaves behind, becomes a | 
'nurse. Opposition gun-runner, Vic- | 
|tory Jory, and treacherous hench- 
'man Bob Steele bring an eventual 
split to the close comradeship of 
ithe trio. All three become alien- | 
jated and don’t get back together 
j till the payoff. Kennedy ends up 
|with Malone and McCrea gets Miss 
| Smith. 

| All turn in competent perform- 
‘ances but Miss Smith doesn’t look 
her best in dancehall costumes that 
Milo Anderson is credited with 
whipping up. She just ain’t the| 
type. Others of the cast meriting | 
credit are Alan Hale, as a saloon- | 





federate officer. 

Direction of Ray Enright is good 
considering the hackneyed story. | 
|Camerawork of Karl Freund is ac- | 
iceptable. Technicolor direction is | 
not up to standard. 

Miss Smith displays pleasing vo- | 
cal talents warbling ‘Too Much |! 
| Love,” by Ray Heindorf and Ralph | 
|Blane, a nice song that should help | 
|sell the pic. 

Milton Sperling gets the produ- 
cer credit as head of United States | 
Pictures, under which banner film 
was produced for Warner —- 

alt. 








The Affairs of a Rogue 
(BRITISH) 


Columbia release of Joseph Friedman 
production. Stars Jean Pierre Aumont, 
Joan Hopkins, Cecil Parker. Directed by 
Cavalcanti. Screenplay, Nieholas Phipps: 
adaptation. Reginald Long; additional dia- 
log, Wilfred Pettit; from play by Norman 
Ginsbury; camera, Jack Hildyard; editor. 
Margery Saunders; music, Lennox Berk- 
eley. Tradeshown N. Y., Feb. 10, ’49. 
Running time, 95 MINS. | 





Prince Leopold...... Jean Pierre Aumont 
ar Joan Hopkins | 
ee ein tok aut Cecil Parker | 
Mr. Brougham. ..cescicvces Ronald Squire | 


NE SMD, . . caso 60 0d 004.842 Athene Seyler 
Sir Richard Croft....... Anthony Hawtrey 
An | eee . Gerald Heinz 


American market and will face 
tough sledding at the boxoffice. 
Although handsomely produced in 
palatial settings and fancy cos-| 
tumes, pic drags for its 95 minutes. | 
There are nO marquee names, | 
moreover, to compensate for the | 
flaws. 

An intimate view of British roy- | 
alty in the early 19th century, | 
this offering is heavily burdened | 
by a garrulous screenplay contain- | 
ing little plot development. While | 
bright in spots, much of the dia-| 
log has an affected tone of smart-| 
‘ness that'll draw a complete blank | 
in the U.S. Cavalcanti’s direction, | 
besides being too slow, is uncertain | 
in purpose. As a result, the film) 
is an unjelled mix of a sophisti- 
cated comedy of manners and an 
historical drama. ue’ 

Tracing the reign of the Prince 
Regent of England after the Na-| 
poleonic Wars, story is concernéd 
with the ruler’s efforts to marry 
off his daughter because of her 
‘popularity. The headstrong prin- 








cess, however, spurns the Regent’s 
| handpicked spouse and finally weds 
|a poor, 
i prince. 


but blueblooded _German 
While the opposition be- 


“Down to the Se2 in Ships” 
(20th). Saga of 19th century 
whaling ships and the men 
who sailed them. 

“South of St. Louis.” (Song- 
Color) (WB). Western adven- 
ture-action romance fair box- 
office. 

“The Affairs of a Rogue” 
(British) (Col). Slow-paced 
historical drama; doubtful b.o. 
prospects. 

“Miss Mink of 1949” (20th). 
Comedy programmer for sec- 
ondary bookings. 

“Song of India” (Col). Sabu, 
Turhan Bey, Gail Russell in 
jungle thriller; familiar ad- 
venture story fair boxoffice. 

“State Department — File 
649” (Color) (FC). Interesting, 
exploitable but often slow pro- 
grammer. 

“The Quiet One” (Indie). 
Firstrate documentary about a 


10-year-old Negro boy; solid 
art house b.o. 
“Secret Mission” (Russian) 


(Artkino). Meller about Soviet 
espionage against Nazis; okay 
only for Russian-houses lan- 
guage. 

“The History of Mr. Polly” 
(British) (GDF). Fine John 
Mills production of H. G. 
Wells novel, for the class trade. 








tween father and daughter con- 
tains elements of dramatic tension, 
its narration in the film is devoid 
of all force. 

Second half of the picture re- 
volves around the blissful marital 
life of the princess and her hus- 


band. This ends, however, in a/'§ 
tragedy of childbirth which kills 
both mother and _ infant. Here 


again, a flat dramatization robs this 
section of any emotional impact. 

In the central role of the Prince 
Regent, Cecil Parker struts arti- 
ficially through his villainy, mouth- 
ing his witticisms glibly but fail- 
ing to bring his role alive. 


as her husband, plays 
with an over-intensity that spoils 
conviction. The rest of the large 
cast is competent. 

Technically, film is a glossy item 
marked by firstrate lensing and a 
good musical score. A _ drastic 


keeper, and Monte Blue, as a Con- | editing job, however, is needed to | who 


improve the pic’s chances. Herm. 


Miss Mink of 1949 


Hollywood, Feb. 12. 


20th-Fox release of Sol M. Wurtzel 
duction. Features Jimmy Lydon, Lois 
Collier, Richard Lane, Barbara Brown. 
Directed by Glenn Tryon. Screenplay, 
Arnold Belgard; camera. Benjamin Kline; 
editor, William Claxton. At Grauman’s 
Chinese, Hollywood, Feb. 12, °49. Running 
time, 69 MINS. 


. M2 eee ree ee Jimmy Lydon 
Alice Forrester.............: Lois Collier | 
Herbert Pendelton........ Richard Lane 
; ae Barbara Brown 
Uncle Newton...........+.. Paul Guilfoyle 
Rose Pendelton........ ».....June Storey 
PEGE 5G. ches 0b ge500&s Grandon Rhodes 
gO er eee Walter Sande 
ON Serre eee eee ee Don Kohler 
eee ee Vera Marsh 
Mrs. O’Mulvaney.........Dorothy Granger 
PEED. FRCMORVOY . evict ccceweses Iris Adrian 


There’s a moderately amusing 
situation comedy hiding under the 
rather incredible title of ‘Miss 
Mink of 1949.” While strictly a 


| programmer and offering nothing 


much that’s new, it does have the 
proper amount of chuckles and 
pace to fulfill releasing aims. 
Theme has a timely twist in this 
day of fabulous radio giveaways 


pretty thoroughly in Arnold Bel- 


| gard’s script in dialog and situa- 


tion. Story goes overboard a bit 
in its finale jailhouse sequence and 
overstates the Henryesque 
angles, but otherwise is an okay 
lowercase feature. 


Cast does a lot to help the fun 
under Glenn Tryon’s direction, 
correctly valuing their antics to 
keep the picture moving. Major 
assists are from such old hands as 
Richard Lane, the boss; Barbara 
Brown, the mother-in-law; and 
Paul Guilfoyle, as the uncle. 
Jimmy Lydon and Lois Collier are 
competent as the young couple. 
Among others rating mention are 
June Storey, the boss’ wife; Walter 
Sande, Dorothy Granger, Iris 
Adrian and Tim Ryan. 


Sol M. Wurtzel's budget produc- | 


tion values are good, as is lensing 
and editing. Brog. 





A 50,000 yen ($200) Asahi news- 
paper prize for “contributing to the 
nation’s healthy development” went 
this year to the Educational Film 


‘department of the Nippon Motion 


Picture Co., Tokyo. 


Joan | 
, Hopkins, as the princess, registers 
| effectively in a demanding part, 
Aumont, 


>ro- | 


production. Stars Sabu, Gail Russell, Tur- 


han Bey. Directed by Albert S. Rogell. 
| Screenplay. Art Arthur and Kenneth 
Perkins, from story by Jerome Odlum; 
cemera, Henry Freulich; editor, Charles 
Nelson. Previewed in N. Y., Feb. 10, °49. 
Running time, 77 MINS, 

| Ramdar “is ov 3 = enim _ Sabu 
| Princess Tara Gail Russell 
| Gopal, Maharajah of Hakwar. Turhan Bey 
| Major Doraj Anthony Caruso 
| Aunt Shayla Aminta Dyne 
bo ee ae Fritz Leiber 
| Rewa Trevor Bardette 


' Maharajah of Ranjat . Robert H. Barrat 


Ranjit Singh David Bond 
Kumari Rodric Redwing 
Numtai . ....Ted Hecht | 

Here is another jungle adven- 


ture thriller of the Sabu-‘Elephant 
Boy’’-““Jungle Book” pattern, wth 
|Turhan Bey added for good meas- 
jure, but results are none too ex- 
|citing, perhaps because of its fa- 
miliar format. The ventures in the 
wilds of India, as herewith pre- 
sented, do not loom as strong fare 
excepting for the juveniles. 

Story has Bev, as an Indian 
prince. trying to capture big game 
for zoos. This takes them into the 
| Jungle, where hunting previously 
| had been forbidden. Plot points up | 
| the fact that the village folks have | 
| lived in full harmony with the! 
| jungle beasts, with the long estab- | 
|lished superstition that for each 
|animal killed one of the populace | 
die. Of 


must d course, the prince | 
| and his fiancee princess, Gail 
| Russell, scoff at this idea. This 


| naturally brings in Sabu, as prince | 
of the jungle, who sets the wild 
beasts free from their cages. 

From there on the story disin- | 
tegrates into a tale of Sabu’'s ef-| 
forts to keep Miss Russell his cap- 
tive in a sky-high ancient village 
in order to win his own freedom. 
There’s a thrill climax with Sabu 
and Bey fighting it out with knives 
and the wounded tiger coming to 
his old fal’s rescue by plunging 
|Bey thousands of feet down the. 
mountainside. 

Albert S. Rogell has managed 
to get some exciting moments into 
what looks like static jungle scenes. | 


|Showmanly score by Alexander | 
|Lazlo, based on Rimsky-Korsa- | 
| koff’s “Song of India,” helps en- 


hance the more leisurely moments. | 
|Solid sepia print does not add 
much. 
Sabu carries out the role of jun- 
| gle prince with 


would conquer the jungle 
| shi ico 

| while Miss Russell seldom resem- 
bles a princess with her 16m cam- 


| era-shooting hobby. Robert H. Bar- | 


rat, Anthony Caruso and Aminta 
| Dyne head the large support. 


Jerome Odlum’s story does not 
appear to have been helped much 
by the screenplay, done by Art 
Arthur and Kenneth Perkins. Hen- 
ry Freulich’s photography is a 
highlight, his closeups of animals 
_ being especially well done. 
Wear. 





State Department— 


File 649 
(COLOR) 
Hollywood, Feb. 9. 


Film Classics release of Sigmund Neu- 
| feld_ production. Stars Virginia Bruce, 
| William Lundigan. Directed by Peter 


| Mother 


: dignity. Bey is|conscious realization of his 
| properly despicable as the prince | dicament. 
| 


Loo and Ahn are standout as the 
Oriental villains. Lundigan is 
merely fair as the heroic Ameri- 
can. Others who performs well in 
brief roles are Virginia Bruce and 
Harlan Warde. Supporting cast is 
proficient throughout. Dag. 


The Quiet One 


Mayer-Burstyn release of Film Docu- 
ments production. Directed by Sidney 
Meyers. Screenplay, Helen Levitt, Janice 
Loeb, Meyers; camera, Richard Bagley, 
Helen Levitt; commentary and dialog, 
James Agee; narration, Gary Merrill: 
music, Ulysses Kay. At Little Carnegie, 
N. Y., Feb. 12, °49. Running time, 63 
MINS. 

Donald Peters......... 
Counselor ven en 
Grandmother ........... 





Donald Thompson 
Clarence Cooper 

Sadie Stockton 
Estelle Evans 
Paul Baucum 
Sidney Meyers 
School 


Stepfather 
Psychiatrist ‘ 
Staff of Wiltwvek 





“The Quiet One,” a documentary 
record of a 10-year old boy trapped 
in New York’s squalor, is a super- 
lative film produced by a new east- 
ern outfit, Film Documents. The 
boxoffice queues at standard the- 
atres, unfortunately, aren't likely 
to measure up to the assured crit- 
ical kudoes. The complexity of the 
pic’s psychological theme, the un- 
compromising authenticity of the 
treatment and the absence of a pat 
yarn and cast names confine it to 
discriminating adult audiences. It 
adds up to a standout item for art 
houses. 

Shot for most part on Harlem's 
streets and in a couple of slum 
apartments, the film derives un- 


|usual power from the stark hon- 


esty of the camera work. The 
physical and social environment is 
depicted in cold flat shadows with- 
out a trace of sentimentalism. 
Blending into the camera’s docu- 
mentary focus, the non-professional 
cast and the clinical story thread 
combine to create a slice of reality 
which _has the shock of direct 
recognition. 

Film is a case history of a 
juvenile delinquent under vsvehiat- 
ric treatment at the Wiltwyck 
School for Boys at Esopus, N. Y. 
Via flashbacks. story - traces the 
child’s emotional confusion to the 
agony of a broken, loveless home. 
Under sympathetic guidance of a 
counselor at the Wiltwyck school, 
the boy finally fights his way 
through his sordid memories to a 
pre- 
The fadeout strikes a 
hoveful. not a happy note that the 
child will meet the future equipped 
| with a balanced outlook. 
| Major brrden of the film is car- 
‘Tried by the sure and_ sharply 
|sensitive performance of Donald 
| Thompson in the role of the boy. 
|'While Thompson is a Negro, the 
| film makes no explicit comments 
lon any racial problems, developing 
'a story that rould have happened 
ito anv kid. Firstrate thesping bits 
are also turned in by Sadie Stock- 
ton, as the grandmother: Estelle 
Evans. as the mother: and Clar- 
ence Coover, a real-life counselor 
at the Wiltwvck School. 

Background narration. which 
dominates the soundtrack except 
for incidental dialog, was scripted 
by James Agee with a clean and 
vigorous style. Ulysses Kav’s score 





| Stewart. Original story and screenplay, 
| Milton Raison; camera (Cinecolor), Jack | 
Greenhalgh: editor, Holbrook N. Todd; 
music, Lucien Cailliet. Tradeshown Feb. 
8, ’49. Running time, 87 MINS. | 

OID > ao ba vis 6404.50.65 Virginia Bruce 
be ee ees he William Lundigan 
Director-General.......... Jonothan Hale 
Consul Reither........... Frank Ferguson 


i Marshal Yun Usw........... Richard Loo | 
F COMMING AAPM 5 50s vdaccdvegas Philip Ahn | 
CONSUL BOGUT. 64.0 ode cease Raymond Bond. 
, f O° Se AA Pee Milton Kibbee | 
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Mrs. Griffiths rerceseees. Joan Young | stances when the wife WINS 8 | Carrie...........s00cee, Barbara Woodell 
Princess Elizabeth. Betty Huntley-Wright $10,000 mink coat. Trying to live Mongolian Spy....... Robert Stephenson 
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The Affairs of a Rogue,” pro- on a small bankroll. Added com- | Government Official)! Jéeeph’ Crehan 
duced in England at the Two plications are the mooching in-| Fur Trader................. Ray Bennett 
Cities Films studios with an all-|laws and the greedy desire of the ito treet eeeeeeees nee Pee 
British cast except for Jean Pierre | boss’ wife for the coat. | a iteae RG Bhi keto, ee ae 
Aumont, is not geared for the Those factors are boiled out “State Department —File 649” 


will hold interest as a programmer 
\for most audiences, although it is 
overlong and sometimes slow. Deal- 
ing with the U. S. Foreign Service 
‘in north China, the picture has a 
| timeliness which can be successfully 
/exploited and it also has a strong 
‘enough story to make it acceptable 


melodrama. Another asset is the 
— photographed Cine- 
color. 


| Plot tells the experiences of Wil- 
‘liam Lundigan, vice consul in a re- 
;mote Chinese town when it is cap- 
‘tured by a Mongolian war lord, 
Richard Loo. Loo and his aide, 
Philip Ahn, terrorize the town and 
clamp down upon the surrounding 
territory in an effort to make a deal 
for personal power either with the 
Central Chinese government or 
“the forces to the north.” Lundi- 
gan, through a ruse, gets a short- 
wave warning to U. S. authorities 
‘in Nanking and then is held by Loo 
as hostage when the bandit chief- 
tain retreats. During the retreat he 
blows up the lavish trailer which 
the war lord uses killing Loo, Ahn 
and himself. This winds up the. 





jstory and puts an end to the con-! 


and a superior editing job con- 
tribute heavily to the film's arrest- 
ing qualities. Herm, 


Seeret Mission 


(RUSSIAN) 

Artkino release of Kiev Fm Studios 
production. Stars Pavel Kadochnikoy. Di- 
rected by Boris Barnet. Screenplay, M. 
Bleman, K. Ivayev, M. Maklyarsky; cam- 
era, D. Demutsky. At Stanley, N. Y., 
starting Feb. 9, ’49. Running time, 95 WINS. 


4. |, eS ore Pavel Kadochnikov 
ee Ambrosi Buchma 
OR errr V. Dobrovolsky 
Wawatiial. .. eas i's cc vince D. Miliutenko 
Willi Pommer.............. S. Martinson 
Rummelsburg................M. Romanov 
Shtubing..... bi babgater sted. P. Arjanov 
Ds + cue + bndkons 66 6. d0 v.00 Boris Barnet 
TOON 6 + Cha ch adroes cise Elena Izmailova 
FOUR, och catie c cnet cor ciewses Vera Ulesova 


(In Russian; English titles) 
“Secret Agent.” detailing Soviet 
espionage against the Nazis. goes 
over heavily-traveled ground and 
becomes just another cloak-dagger 
pic about the Nazi-Russo conflict. 
It doesn’t measure up to the aver- 

age American “B” melodrama. 
There is little fault to be found 
with Pavel Kadochnikov’s por- 


| trayal of the Soviet spy chief. At 


(Continued on page 16) 











Man to Men 


“Man to Men,” French- 
made film which opens simul- 
taneously at the Ambassador 
and Elysee N. Y., Friday (18), 
was reviewed in Varrety from 
Paris Nov. 24, 1948. Pic was 
rated by reviewer as “one of 
France’s best efforts,” with 
special commendation going to 
Jean-Louis Barrault for his 
acting ability. 

Picture, based on the life of 
Henri Dunant, founder of the 
International Red Cross, 
“should do well at the foreign 
film b.o. in U.S.,” reviewer 
noted, 
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tory of our local situation. Up until 
the fall of 1945, the city of Batavia, 
N. Y., population of 20,000, and the 
center of a farm community of 100,- 
000, had as its motion picture the- 
atres two dilapidated, obsolete, 
1,000-seat houses that were approx- 
imately 25 years old. These houses, 
operated by Warner Bros., played 
the product that could be bought at 
the best terms and frequently 
played second-run to much sm; ller 
towns in the immediate area, Be- 
cause of the uncomfortable and ob- 
solete theatres and the picture poli- 
cies involved, a great deal of the 
local film business was shifted from 
Batavia to the new small theatres 


that had sprung up in the surround- | 


ing towns. It was not an uncommon 
sight while attending one of the 
houses a short distance from Ba- 


tavia, to find that almost half of the | 
people attending were from Bata-| 


Via. 

it was in this situation that my 
family announced plans for build- 
ing a 1,588-seat, deluxe house in 
the city of Batavia. At the time of 
announcement, December, 1945, the 
plans had already been drawn up 
by the architect; the land had been 


purchased, and the stock piling of | 


materials had begun for an early 
start in the spring. Immediately 


after the announcement of the pro- | before the industry finds itself sad- | “What 


posed building plans, we were ap- 
proached by a local chain, the Dip- 
son interests, who wished to lease 
or buy our theatre. This we refused 
to do. Whereupon, approximately 
a month later, the Dipson interests 
announced the building of a new 
theatre in Batavia. Digging of the 


foundations was started imme- 
diately. After a great many 
difficulties, the Mancuso (1,588 


seats) was completed and is operat- 
ing. Meanwhile, the much smaller 
Dipson house (1,150 seats) had been 
completed and is also operating. A 
great deal of trouble was experi- 
enced by the Mancuso theatre in 
attempting to obtain product in 
order to open the theatre; and, 
once opened, the difficulties in ob- 
taining enough film merely to keep 
it in operation are almost insur- 
mountable. After innumerable 
trips to New York and Buffalo, in- 
numerable phone calls, wires and 
letters, we were allowed to pur- 
chase some product from some 
companies at terms that were ex- 
orbitant and guarantees that ran 
into 65 and 70% of our grosses. 
Exorbitant Bidding? 
Certain companies allowed us to 
bid for their product. This has 
proved to be no solution to the 
problem whatsoever, inasmuch as 
the two competing chains have 
been bidding with the idea in mind 
of keeping pictures away from us 
and have frequently bid 75 to 100% 
of their gross, meanwhile recouping 
their losses in other situations that 
were more favorable to them. We 
have repeatedly requested the com- 


panies to eliminate bidding and. 


award us pictures upon the basis 
of our house, our seating capacity, 
and our grosses. This they have 
consistently refused to do because 
they claim that they might entangle 
themselves in a law suit. 

If any impartial outsider were to 
come to Batavia and survey the lo- 
cal situation, it would be very easy 
for him to ascertain that the No. 1 
house in Batavia, upon any basis of 
judgment, is the Mancuso theatre. 
The Mancuso seats 1,588; Dipson 
theatre, 1,150; the Family theatre 
seats 982. The Mancuso theatre is 
completely equipped with a 24 by 
48 foot stage, Hammond organ, and 
many other details that make it a 
real showplace. Since we have 
opened, our grosses for any com- 
parable picture have been the high- 
est in town, and we consistently 
out gross our competitors. In spite 
of these facts, we find it almost 
impossible to obtain film at any- 
where near national terms so that 
we may keep our house operating. 
It is a bitter struggle from week to 


week to have enough film in ad-) 


vance so that we may schedule 
more than two weeks in advance as 
to what we are playing. 

The producer-distributors have 
given us many excuses for their ac- 
tions in this matter, while at the 
same time they are loudly decrying 
their impartiality and their fair- 
ness. But the fact remains that the 
largest house, the best house and 
the largest-grossing house in Ba- 
tavia finds it almost impossible to 
obtain film against the competition 
of two inferior chain houses. This 
Situation has been brought to the 
attention of the producer-distrib- 
utor executives repeatedly and yet 
the situation continues to exist, 


Batavia Indie Squawks . 


Continued from page 9 











while they refuse to do anything to 
correct it. 

It seems to us that the public 
statements made by the same pro- 
ducer-distributor executives are a 


be applied on an actual operational 
level. They are merely a screen for 
these companies while they con- 





tinue their despicable practices in 


}exactly the same manner that they | Fox and Par “are the prime movers | 
behind the TOA nationally and it! 


jalways have. In the face of this, 
ithese companies wonder why they 
|are involved in so many law suits 
in which exhibitors are attempting 
to assert their legal rights. 

The facts that I have mentioned 
in the above paragraphs can be 
easily proven by anyone who is in- 
iterested enough in checking them. 
We firmly believe that most of the 
troubles in the motion picture in- 
dustry are caused by the actions of 
producer-distributors themselves. 
While exhibiters such as ourselves 
\do everything they can to keep their 
businesses operating in spite of 
‘such actions, eventually, they feel 
jthat they have no other recourse 
than to go to the law courts and 
ito the legislators in an effort to 
correct these intolerable conditions. 

We are writing to you in the hope 
that an enlightened press may help 
ito correct some of these situations 


|dled by restrictive legislation. The 
|industry press can do much to help 
‘this, and perhaps some day in the 
future, some independent exhibitor 
may find the going a little easier 
|because of our efforts. We firmly 
‘believe that under our system of 
free enterprise, the only reason 
that any business has to exist is to 
‘serve the public and fulfill the 
jneeds of that public. We further 
|believe that no business has a 
'“right” to exist when it fails to ful- 
|fill the needs of the public. When 
ithe producer-distributor-exhibitors 
|feel that they alone shall determine 
the public needs, that they have a 
‘vested interest in the business and 
ithe right to exclude any outsiders, 
‘then it is time that the situation 
was corrected either in the law 
‘courts or by restrictive legislation. 
James V. Mancuso, 





Italo ‘4 Steps in Clouds’ 
Very Legally Beclouded 
Hot fight over the American dis- 

tribution rights to the Italian film, 

“Four Steps in the Clouds,” was 


revealed in N. Y. supreme court. 


yesterday (Tues.) when Justice 
Benedict A. Dineen granted Capi- 
} tol Pictures a temporary stay order 
'restraining defendant Georgio 
'Curti from making any disposition 
‘of the prints. Stay holds until a 
‘hearing of the plaintif#’s motion 
‘for a temporary injunction. 
Capitol seeks to impress a trust 
upon all prints of “Clouds” which 
are in the hands of Curti and in 
addition wants an accounting of 
monies derived from alleged U. S. 
sale of the film. Also named as 
a defendant is Distinguished Films, 
Inc., with which Curti made an 
exhibition and distribution deal in 
some 10 eastern states. Court stay, 
‘however, does not affect Dis- 
| tinguished but halts deals in the 
'rest of the U. S. 
| Origin of the difficulty goes 
| back to a_ transaction whereby 
| Ines Luporino, Giovanni Schneider 


jand == Curti acquired rights to 
| “Clouds” from Itala Films and 
later transferred their individual 


interests to Capitol. Latter, ac- 
‘cording to the complaint, charges 
(that Curti’s representations in- 
‘duced it to send him to the 
/U. S. along with the prints to ne- 
gotiate distribution deals. But it’s 
‘claimed that Curti had no right 
‘to grant licensing deals on his own. 
_ Suit was instituted by Capitol 
‘following Curti’s failure to return 
‘the prints and report upon his 
‘negotiations. Although denying 
'most of the allegations, Conti ad- 
'mits making the sale to Dis- 
tinguished. He also has entered 
' a $50,000 counterclaim for damages 
| charging his reputation had been 
injured through an ad the plain- 
‘tiff had inserted in the trade press 
| stating Capitol was the “sole and 
exclusive” owner of the film. 

| Distinguished, in its answer, 
feontends that Curti had a legal 
right to “Clouds.” But pending 
‘elarification of the matter it is 
‘holding a!l revenue from the film 
in escrow. 


Rocky Mt. Allie 
Attacks TOA Unit 


| Denver, Feb. 15. 
| Theatre Owners of America unit 
‘recently organized in the Denver 


insistence of 20th-Fox and Para- 
;mount, Allied Rocky Mountain In- 
| dependent Theatres charged in a 
| bulletin to its members last week. 


|was embarrassing to them not to 
|have a unit in Colorado,’ ARMIT 
declared. 

Evidence of the major company 
sponsorship, bulletin § stated, was 
the selection of the manager of 
ithe Denham theatre in Denver as 
{head of the new unit: “Real owner 
jof the Denham theatre,” ARMIT 
asserted, “is Charles Reagan, vice 
| president and general sales man- 
| ager of Paramount. (Reagan has 
|}since resigned from Par.) The 
istock ownership is in his wife’s 
|name and is on file at the Secre- 


itary of State’s office at the Colo- 


jrado Capitol. This can be verified 
by the simple process of picking 
up the phone and asking.” 

Asserting that the gauge is now 
definitely down beiween indie and 
|circuit operators in the territory, 
| ARMIT asks (and answers), 
will. be the TOA unit’s 
function?”’. 

“First,” it is stated, “it will talk 
vaguely but eloquently on the sub- 
ject of good public relations. Sec- 
fond, it will talk threateningly 
|about problems of state and local 
| taxation and like Don Quixote will 
charge breathlessly against the 
'windmills which haven't even been 


created yet. 
| “Third, it will endeavor to set 
jup an ‘exhibitors conciliation 


'board’ where clearances may be 
| discussed—but where film prices 
|are definitely taboo... . TOA con- 
ciliation boards are just a blind. 
|The film companies’ attorneys are 
/even now using them in their argu- 
;|ments before the court. They have 


asked the judges to be easy on the | 


because concilia- 
take care of all 


film companies 
tion boards can 


| the exhibitor problems. That’s non- 


;sense and this bulletin does not 


| 
| 





ally hooked-up radio script is sure- 
| fire banknite for the air scripters. 
| There is a specifically cataloged 
list of payoffs for each type of 
plug. The accumulated loot, 


hollow mockery when they come to | territory was formed at the direct | therefore, becomes a storage prob- 


‘lem and whenever an ad*such as 
| the above appears in Dairy Va- 
| RIETY, or elsewhere, the quid nuncs 
‘in huckster circles know that it’s 
some writer cashing in on the 
overage. And that’s all right with 
everybody, least of all the com- 
modities which, presumably, will 
be sold cutrate to whoever is in- 
terested in an extra washing ma- 
chine, set of tires, Mixmaster, bi- 
cycles and the like. It even in- 
cludes cases of champagne, since 
the radio scripters keep the hard 
stuff but prefer to unload the 
grape. 
A Legitimate Racket 

Considered a legitimate racket 
in the Hollywood & Vine sector, 
there are certain plug-happy scripts 
which stand out like beacons and 
make for palatable small-talk in 
/Booth No. X in the Hollywood 
| Brown Derby or Mike Lyman’s 
| joint. But from the insiders’ view- 
point it’s an intriguing game of no 
small proportions. For instance, 
certain scripts will come through, 
in their first draft, to the effect 
that the hero took a drink of 
“Plug-and-Soda”’ (meaning the 
writer yens some special brand, 
{instead of the. easy-to-get, sure- 
fire payoffs, and as soon as a deal 
is set a brand name will go in, in 
place of “plug’’). 

The element of chance adds zest 
'to the end result, because none 
| knows better than the writer—and 
the promoters who are _ hustling 
|those free plugs, as part of a 
'regular script—it must get by the 
| producer and director of the show, 
the agency, censorship, the spon- 
isor and everybody but Broadway 
Rose. But, if consistent, and the 
joke is there, the chances are more 
than good. 

Hoover jokes like “if Washing- 
|ton is the father of his country, 
then Hoover is father of the vac- 
uum cleaners” are good for free 
Hoovers and cases of liquor. A 


want to see the independent ex-' Presto pressure-cooker joke might 


hibitor hoodwinked.” 


have as a snapper, “Well, I need 
a new roof anyway,” although the 








Lew Schreiber 








explosive connotation of the pres- 
sure-cooker could also be inter- 
preted invidiously by the sponsor. 
But it’s done, sometimes quite 
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and most of them were idle be- 
cause they retused to work for 
less. To illustrate his point, Sch- 
reiber told of a character actor who 
had been getting $50,000 a picture 
from 20th. The studio recently 
offered him $35,000 but he turned 
down the job so as not to estab- 
lish that precedent. After he re- 
ceived the same treatment from 
| several studios, he squawked to his 
agent, who filled him in on “the 
facts. Next time a job came up 
for $35,000, Schreiber said, the 

actor was glad to take it. 

No Pat Formula 
Schreiber declared the studio has 
found no simple, pat formula for 
keeping down production costs. 
Only way that can be done, he said, 
is for all concerned to scrutinize 
_ diligently everything going into a 
picture. Twentieth has set no 
maximum budget figure for each 
picture, on the assumption that 
each is an individual project that 
must be judged on its own merits. 
“The only sure way to cut costs,” 
he said, “is to turn out every pic- 
ture on a one-day shooting sched- 
ule—and nobody has yet figured 

out how that can be done.” 
Studio exec discounted reports 
that 20th, along with other studios, 
had ruled out the production of all 
spectacular, epic films as being 
too costly. He noted that 20th 
had originally shelved production 
of Thomas Costain’s “Black Rose” 
on the assumption that it would be 
, too costly to produce, but has re- 
cently put the novel back on its 
schedule for an early start. That 
was made possible, he said, through 
the diligent concentration of Zan- 
uck and his production staff, who 
‘figured a way to make the picture 
on a lower budget but with the 
same standards of quality original- 
ly projected. Schreiber, declar- 
ing he was no creative artist, said 
he did not know how the script 
had been revised. but indicated it 
might have entailed some new 
ideas. such as telescoping three 
of four scenes into one. 

Schreiber trains back to 

1 Coast today (Wed... 


the 


crudely, as in the case of a tenor 
heading his own show who, in the 


era of wartime shortages, baldly 
dragged in the “Maytag” trade- 


name in a domestic scene embrac- 
ing a washing machine. On the 
other hand, Irving Brecher, who 
owns the “Life of Riley” package, 
having heard of motor car payoffs, 
recalled that Bill Bendix once 
legitimately used Cadillac in one 
of his (Brecher’s) scripts, and 
took a chance on that to at least 
get a priority for a new Cadillac 
(this, too, was a couple of years 
back). He mailed the Detroit 
-plant’s public relations officer a 
copy of the script and he was told 
he could get a priority on a Cadil- 
lac at list price. 

But the sharper pavoffs include 
resort, hotel, airline and most 
other travel cufferoos. An Adam 
Hats plug is worth six free skim- 
mers; Columbia Pictures pays off 
a case of liquor for mentions of 
“Return of October,” but ‘must 
mention Glenn Ford”; two cases 
of wine in exchange for a Gallo 
wine mention; four watches for a 
Gruen plug: one case liquor is the 
cataloged payoffs for each sof 
these: Life Savers, Rival and 
Strongheart dog ftoods, General 
Squeegee tires, Hollywood milk- 
shake candy bars. Cal-Tex swim 
suits. Milani’s 1890 French dress- 
ing, Dr. Brown’s celery tonic and 
Kentucky Tavern. Kay Jewelry 
Stores (“It's OK to Owe Kay”) 
gives a $100 merchandise order: 
Keystone Movie Camera gives a 
camera and projector for a radio 
plug: four hams for plugging Wil- 
son “tendermade hams”: ease of 
liquor is par for the course for 
plugging any film title, etc. 

Director's “Also-Ran” Status 

A local gag defines a radio di- 
rector as “one who gets the second 
Mixmaster,” meaning the writer 
collects the loot first. 


While all ad and _ promotion 
agencies regularly contact the 
shows’ writers, sometimes jokes 


are overboard and hence get with- 
drawn. There is always the privi- 
ilege to cancel overplugged brands. 


Scripters’ Plug Payoffs 


Continued from page 1 


| tions, 














And it’s understandable, as in the 
,ease of Airwick, Toni, Calvert, 
jete., but there are always excep- 
since the high Hooper is 
ever a compelling factor in the 
payoffs. Thus, a big comedy show 
with a high rating may find the 
payoffs to writers, directors, et al., 


'doubled—and even the corollary 


personalities involved might be 
flatteringly “remembered.” 


The producer-writer-directors of 
the radio progs>ms, naturally, look 
upon the plug payoffs secondarily, 
since it is obvious that their first 
interests must be the welfare of 
the program. But since everyday 
trademarks and brand names have 
become so much a part of the 
passing scene, none refuses the 
gratuitous “remembrance.” If a 
guy needs some new tires, and a 
Mr. Fiske character yawns and 
cracks, “Well, it’s time to retire.” 
the five free pneumatics that fol- 
low automatically are never re- 
fused. Furthermore. certain stock 
lines or references like I. J. Fox, 
Super-Chief, Toni, Airwick, Beauty- 
rest mattresses, cold tablets and 
Hoover vacuums are as much a 
plus-value to certain scripts as 
Bob Hope’s references to the smog 
or Bing’s horses, and would be in- 
cluded if there were no _ payoff. 
Radio humor must have a topical 
base and there's no quicker send- 
off to a laugh than common knowl- 
edge of w.k. brands, commodities, 


situations, and the like. Certain 
film titles like “Portrait of Jen- 
nie’ and “Sorry, Wrong Number” 


key comedy automatically. “Bland- 
ings Build a Dream House.” of 
course, was a dream payoff be- 
cause of so many tie-in potentials. 

Certain firms caution radio 
scripters to “call our office first” 
(Ry-Krisp, is an example): in 
other instances it is cautioned “we 
must know the exact wording in 
advance as the client must clear 
the copy.” But Dr. Scholl's foot- 
pads, Dana perfumes, the De! Mar 
hotel, and any of the Sunbeam 
products (mixmaster, ironmaster, 
coffeemaster, etc.) just don’t care, 
so long as it’s mentioned. 

The post-mortem sharp trading, 
to duck getting what you're over- 
board on and settling for a case 
of Scotch, is part of the fun. Even 
the California vintners (Paul Ma- 
son, et al.), where obligated to 
pay off in the native commodity, 
have been known to yield to the 
blandishments of a French-vintaged 
writer who yens a °37 Epernay in- 
stead of a Lodi product. The fun- 
ny part of it is that these selfsame 
writers admit they were “weaned 
on 2c. plain”—but if it’s gonna be 


a case of plug-and-soda (or sans 
soda), it may as well be top- 
drawer. 





Chi Theatre Building 
Program Marking Time 
Till Trust Suit Ends 


Chicago. 

Film theatre construction in Chi- 
cago this year probably will be 
at the same stagnant pace as 1948. 
Poll of independent circuits reveal 
no plans for city building although 
some remodeling will be done. 

Balaban & Katz circuit, which 
had announced construction of the 
Paramount, first. new Loop house 
in several decades for the chain, 
has put the project in status quo. 
Elaborate 2,000-seater which was to 
be erected this fall at State and 
Lake streets has been left on the 
drawing boards. B&K topper said 
until government proceedings re- 
garding divorcement from Para- 
mount, parent Organization, are 
finalized B&K will move slowly on 
new building. Also tabled was 
1,200-seater, to cost $300,000. 

Other producer-affiliates are in 
much the same situation with a 
round-up disclosing no blue-print- 
ing. 

Drive-ins still remain the chief 
building item with three more 
planned for the Chi area, including 
one in the city proper. However, 
latter spot has been delayed be- 
cause of protest of housewives that 
the area is needed for new homes. 
City council has delayed the per- 
mit. 

To add to the misery. city coun- 
cil passed a measure several weeks 
ago which tosses out new marquees 
on State street, main artery. Law 
eliminates flashing and projecting 
signs, with new lights limited to 
identification of the business, ad- 
dress and: year of founding. 
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Seeret Mission 
times he reminds of Gregory Peck | 
but his melodramatic passages are | 
as exaggerated as a western hero’s | 
gesticulations. Yarn is supposed | 
to have been culled from the files 
of Sovict Intelligence Service. 

Boris Barnet’s direction me- 
anders aimlessly. Story is about 
Kadochnikov’s plot to steal a Ger- 
man general’s master plan for op-| 
erations in the Ukraine. There is | 
some hocus-pocus about Partisans 
helping to kidnap the general via 
airplane but the final action is 
done so haphazardly it defies com- 
prehension. And there are other 
loopholes, too. 

Kadochnikov, as the ace Russian 
spy, does a nice job until he goes 
slightly hammy in the anti-climax 
scene. Several others do okay in- 
cluding Ambrosi Buchma, Sergei 
Martinson and Barnet. Barnet does 
much better as the Nazi top gen- 
eral than in directing the picture. 
D. Demutsky’s photography is not 
up to Russian cameramen’s high 
standards. 

English 
small size, 
difficult to 
story. 


{ 


titles are of unusually, 

making it even more 

foliow the episodic 
Wear. 


The History of Mr. Polly 
(BRITISH) 


London, Feb. 8. 

GFD release of J. Arthur Rank-I'wo 
Cities ohn Mills) production. Star< Mills; 
features Sally Ann Howes, Finlay Currie, 
Edward Chapman, Betty Ann Davies, Megs 
Jenkins. Directed by Anthony Pelissier. 
Screenplay by Pelissier, from novel by 
H. G. Wells; camera, Desmond Dickinson, 
Raymond Sturgess; editor, John Sea- 
bourne: music, William Alwyn. At Odeon, 
Leicester Square, London, Feb. 8, ’49. 
Running time, 94 MINS, 
Altred Polly 
Cristabel 
Piump Woman.........-- 
Uncle Jim 
Annie 


fet < one ; John Mills 
lice vwne Sally Ann Howés 
Megs Jenkins 
Serre ere Finlay Currie 


Film Reviews 


Continued from page 13 
| performances, direction and pho- 


Diana Churchill | 


tography. ‘This is sock again in 
Mexico: three solid weeks at one 
stand, when any pic has to be very 
strong to hold longer than a week 
at one cinema. Here’s a Mexican 
that looks like an odds-on favorite 
in the U. S., in Nordic as well as 
Latin houses. This is Mexican 
folk-ranch stuff of top-drawer cali- 
ber. 

Jorge Negrete dominates, but he 
isn’t the whole show. He’s Mexi- | 
co’s top romantic actor and singer. | 
He has the lead, a tailor-made role. | 
The other top parts are compe-| 
tently performed by Lilia del Val-| 
le, dulcet-voiced looker, who can 
also act, and Eduardo Noriega, | 
who resembles John Hodiak in 
looks and style. It’s the old reli- 
able story of two strong men woo-| 
ing a pretty girl, an orphan, en- 
slaved by her foster mother. 

De Fuentes, who has directed 
many successful Mexican pictures 
and recently became a producer, | 
has given this intelligent produc- | 
tion and direction. He has stressed | 
universalness of appeal. The six 
songs, “Alla en el Rancho Grande,” | 
rousing old Mexican folksong that’s | 





the theme song; “Ojos Tapatios”’; | 


“Coplas de retache”’; “Amanacer 
Ranchero”; “El Gallero” and “Can- 
cion Mixteca,” are well done, to 
the accompaniment of guitars or 
hillbilly bands. There is a splendid 
rendition of “El Jarabe Tapatio,” 
national Mexican dance really 
well done—by two couples in cor- 
rect native costume, the girls past 
mistresses at skirt manipulations, | 
toe and heel clicking and flounc- 
ing snowy lace petticoats. The 
dance is given in its entirety, but 
it’s a highlight of the pic. There’s, | 
too, a real oldtime Mexican cock- 
fight, all except the kill. These 
numbers are in authentic settings | 





| 1900” has any U. S. value. 
| Braunberger has gathered together | 


away from its narrow limitations 
and gets out among the snow and 
the mountains it becomes alive 
and moving. Magnificent shots of 
the Dolomites almost succeed in 
bringing the atmosphere into the 
theatre. 


There is poignant drama in the 
climax when the conductor is 
batoning the first night of his new 
opera while his wife has crashed 
on the mountainside. It is the 
news of this incident which com- 
pels him to return to his first 
choice. 


Dulcie Gray and Michael Deni- 
son, husband and wife in real life, 
have little difficulty in interpret- 
ing that role convincingly on the 
screen, but the standout perform- 
ance comes from Valentina Cor- 
tese, who possesses a refreshing 
charm, coupled with an ability to 
act. A fine character study comes 
from Sebastian Shaw, and Tito 
Gobbi is in excellent voice as the 
opera star. Myro. 





Foreign Film Review 


(Unlikely for Anglo-U. S. Market) 











“Paris 1900” (French). A Pierre Braun- 
berger-Pantheon production. Directed by 
Nicole Vedres. Commentary by Claude 
Dauphin. Running time, 95 MINS, 





“Paris 
Pierre 


It’s doubtful whether 


old newsreels that depict Paris 


from 1900 to 1914. There are shots | 


of Leon Blum, Andre Gide, Ed- 
mond Rostand and Buffalo Bill. 
There are also some old Pathe film 
scenes. The idea is good, and an 
American producer could use U. S. 
newsreels of that period to make 
an_ interesting 
mentary. 


United World 


Buch. 











. Par Decree 


Continued from page 3 


will be left with 650 houses when 
it has disposed of both its partner- 
ship interests and those flickeries 
which must be sold to open closed 
situations. A complicated formula 
is set up to cover those houses 
which must be liquidated. This 
formula is “dimensionalized” — 
that is, it limits the dimensions of 
'Par’s holdings in each situation 
depending on size of houses and 
runs, 





Showcases 
The decree specifically permits 





full-length docu- 
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showcases for the new production- 
distribution outfit. However, it is 
;not allowed to keep any of the 






{nor listic practices 


PESKAY WON ONE FOR» 
$200,000, SUING AGAIN 


Edward Peskay, who won the 
settlement of one anti-trust action 
against the majors for a reported 
$200,000 figure, is bringing a new 
suit on the same theatres. Peskay 
has filed action under the name of 
his operating corporation—Prefect 
Theatres, Inc. — charging all 
majors, except Paramount, with 
discriminating against his Pickwick 
and Greenwich theatres in Green- 
wich, Conn. He asserts that the de- 
fendants continued alleged mo- 
in the years 
that “ollowed the subject of his 
first action. 

Suit demands $1,200,000 triple 
da:nages. Filed this week in the 





| houses currently operated by Para- | N. Y. federal district court, it also 


|mount. All these go to the United; mames as 


| Paramount circuit—new tag for the 
| theatre outfit. It can buy theatres 
| later—provided they are not owned 
‘by any of the defendants and 
| preliminary permission is obtained 
from the court. 

While no _ stockholder 
|allowed to retain stock 


will be 
ot both 


split has been accomplished. Par 
is given one year to arrange for 
ithe division into two new outfits. 
The stock of one or the other com- 
|; pany must be deposited with a 
trustee, This deposited stock can- 
not be voted but dividends are 
payable on it. Within the four 
years, it must be sold. If not, the 
| trustee will sell it for the account 
|of the stockholder. 


Exhib Assn’s. Stance 


Restoration of competitive selling 
| will undoubtedly lead to another 
‘attempted intervention in the 
|courts by the Theatre Owners of 
|America. That exhib group bitterly 


companies, this taboo holds only | Se 
for the first four years after the! 


|; duce, are 
| Jack Benny, Bobby Clark, 


defendants Skouras 
| Theatres; Metropolitan Playhouses: 
|Spyros, Charles and George Skou- 
'ras; Nicholas M. Schenck, William 
F. Rodgers, Joseph R. Vogel, Ned 


|E. Depinet, Robert Mochrie, Ben- 
| jamin Kalmenson, Nate J. 


Blum- 


berg, William A. Scully, Jack 


| Cohn, Abe Montague and Gradwell 


ars. 
According to the complaint, pre- 
ferred treatment was given by the 


'distribs to the Capitol and Em- 
| bassy Skouras circuit houses in 
| Portchester, N.- Y. Palace, Stam- 


|ford, Avon and Plaza in Stamford, 


Conn. were 
charged. 

Peskay settled his first action in 
| March, 1947. 


1-Shot Frolic 


am Continued from page 1 ——— 


also favored, it is 























such personalities as 
Bing 
| Crosby, George Raft, Joe E. Lewis, 
Frank Sinatra, Bert Lahr and 


| fought the last attempt to sell com-| others. According to Wayne Wirth, 


Miriam. .....ciscssesee Betty Ann Davies of : rested in | 
Mr. JOMMGOM....ccsceds Edward Chapman that tour oe and red inte: e d | 
Minnie | Shelagh Fraser Mexico, all interested in spirit an 


Uncle Pentstemon........Moore Marriott color, so want to see but seldom do. 


| 
} 


| of other pix which it sells outright |the practice. While National Allied 


Mrs. Larkins .«.......0.. Gladys Henson | : ‘ A ; nal 
Mr, Rusper .......cscee. Wylie Watson | Grah. \for home and _ institution use.|held off at the time, it is now 
Old Gentleman..........- Miles Malleson | ————— | Company has been handling U.S. | frm] tet auninat 1 tg 
Wey Punt Doris Hare di t ib f J A th R k’ id | rmiy commi te against it. I ro 
Mrs. Johnson........+-+.: Dandy Nichols Das Kuckueksei ee > eee eo product | posed arbitration system came in 


Lady of Diptt..cccdscusss Irene Handl 
Mr. Rumbold ....... Lawrence Baskcomb 
ROMS Ol BOOOE «6 octcc cs care Edie Martin | 
Mr. Hinks 


(Cuckoo’s Egg) 
(AUSTRIAN) 
Vienna, Jan. 26. 
Hans Wolff release of Willi Forst pro- 


Ernest Jay | 
Mr. VowuleS...crcscevcess Cyril Smith | 
Cler@yMam .. ccecccvccere Dennis Arundel 


feo wry age wg Pada 7 | for a blast from Abram F, Myers, 
| Rank atchate” aaa rer ”. 'Y | Allied’s board chairman, several 
UWF’s board chair y *OX,' weeks ago because it allegedly 
| § boara chairman. furthers the practice. 


| petitively and is still posed against | VanCar director, 


plans call for 
such stars to do a full act, not 
merely a walkon. Several top- 
spending advertisers are interested 
in the project and the starting date, 


‘time and network will depend on 


the sponsor’s wishes. 
Exact format of the show, Wirth 
| said, is still nebulous, but he em- 





Little Polly.....-c.00-. ..... Juliet Mills 





Faithful adherence to the origi- 
nal H. G. Wells story is one of the 
main virtues of “The History of 
Mr. Polly,” which is noted for its 
fine characterizations. Here is a 
British picture in the better tradi- 
tion, but its overall success in 
America may be handicapped by 
its inevitably slow tempo. Class 
audiences, who appreciate’ the 
Wells characterization, will find 
this satisfying, but it won’t be in 
the big boxoffice class for the gen- 
eral run of Yank patrons. 

The story of Mr. Polly is retold 
simply from the time of his father’s 
death, his inheritance and mar- 
riage, subsequent failure as a shop- 
keeper and final happiness and 
treedom as a general handyman in 
a small country inn. It is told with 
a wealth of detail and understand- 
ing and its success is a personal 
tribute to the sterling acting of 
John Mills. 

Director Anthony Pelissier, who 
himself adapted the original for 
the screen, has put all the emphasis 
on the principal characters, and 
has extracted every ounce of 
human interest*from the classic. 
Every part, right down to the 
smallest bit, has been selected with 
care and there is some notable 

work from an experienced cast. 
Sally 
schoolgirl Christabel; Finlay Currie 
romps through the part of Uncle 
Jim; Betty Ann Davies typifies the 
nagging wife. and Gladys Henson 
has a made-to-measure role as the 
mother. 

The settings are simple enough 
but some of the location scenes 


show up the beauty of the English * 


countryside to advantage. But on 
a final analysis, this is clearly a 
star’s picture and any credit for its 


success must go to MilJs himself, | 


who dominates every scene and 
really captures the spirit of Mr. 
Polly. Myro. 


Alla En EI Rancho 
Grande 
(Way Down on E! Rancho Grande) 
(MEXICAN—COI OR) 
(SONGS) 
Mexico City, Feb. 8. 


Dyana release of Fernando de Fuentes 
production. Features Jorge Negrete, Lilia 
del Valle and Eduardo Noriega. Directed 
by de Fuentes. Adapted by de Fuentes 
and Guz Aguila from original by Aguila 
and Luz Guman de Arellona; camera 
(Cinecolor), Jack Draper. At  Orfeon, 
Mexico City. Running time, 95 MINS. 


(In Spanish-English Titles) 
This Cinecolor revival of the ro- 


mantic drama that was such a 
click in 1936, has an almost uni- 
versal appeal, in story — simple, 


tender, human — in presentation, 


Ann Hawes shines as the. 


duction. Stars Kaethe Dorsch; features 
Anne-Marie Blanc, Hans Holt, Gustav Wal- 
dau. Cast includes Curd Juergens, Helene 
Lauterboeck, Benno Smytt, Hugo Gott- 
| schlich, Alfred Neugebauer and Theodor 
Grieg. Directed by Walter Firner. Screen- 

lay by Walter and Irma Firner; music, 

eter Wehle: camera, Guenther Anders 
and Hans Staudinger; costumes, W. F. 
Adlmueller. At Apollo, Vienna. Running 
time, 95 MINS, 





This is a pleasant camedy fan- 
tasy, based on the fear of a man to 
marry a girl whose mother is un- 
known. Later, when he finds out 
that she is the off-spring of a 
cabaret dancer of dubious repute, 
engagement is off and girl marries 
another. Girl, as expected, clears 
mother’s rep. 


Kaethe Dorsch as danseuse de-| 
livers a gifted comedy perform- 
ance. Rest of the cast is also good 
under author - director Walter 
Firner’s capable flair for comedy. 
Lensing isn’t bad, music lacks high | 
spots. Maas. * | 





The Glass Mountain 
(BRITISH) 
London, Feb. 2. 


Renown Pictures release- of Victoria 
.Film (George Minter) production. Stars 
Michael Denison, Dulcie Gray: features 
Valentina Cortese. Directed by Henry 
Cass. Screenplay by Joseph Janni, John 
Hunter, Henry Cass: camera, William Mce- 
Leod, Arthur Grant; editor, Lister Pau- 
rance: music, Vivian Lambelet, Nino 
Rota, Elizabeth Anthony. At Rialto, Lon- 
don, Feb. 2, “49. Running time, 97 MINS. 





11 Packages for Video 
| Eleven packages are now being 
|peddled to television stations. 
| Some 22 video stations have al- 
| ready bought tele rights to some or 
all of these packages. Included are 
various series covering sports, car- 
| toons, religion, adventure, etc. In- 
'come from television, however, 
still represents only a small part of 
| the overall take. 


| Conversion of Hollywood prod- 
uct.for tele use has been crimped 
so far, it is said, by the long-stand- 
ing ban against use of musical 
background imposed against tele 
by James C. Petrillo, president of 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians, plus the need to clear rights 
of individual performers. UWF 
is now working on a “Stranger 
Than Fiction” series, made origin- 
ally by U for theatres, with the 
Ydea of peddling on tele. Music 
is being extracted from the sound- 
track and rights are being cleared. 
It will be experimental to deter- 
mine how feasible this sort of con- 
version is. 


Negotiations both with CBS and 
NBC to sell U’s newsreel as a regu- 
lar feature fell through because no 
sponsor could be obtained ready 
to pay the weekly $7,500 minimum 
nut. 

Lewis Blumberg, son of U’s prez 
Nate, is now working as tele sales 
manager. Entire outfit moves to 
the Pathe Laboratories building, 
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“The Glass Mountain” has a 


theme inspired by a legend of the. 
mountains in the Dolomites. It is, | 
therefore, an obvious subject for 
attractive location settings and, 
some excellent music, and the op- | 
eratic climax reaches a high stand- | 
ard. American exhibs, who cater 
to patrons appreeiating good mu- 
sie and fine scenery and who would 
be ready to overlook deficiencies | 
in the story, will find this a useful 
proposition. 


Park avenue and 106th street, 
March 1. Space vacated in the 
Universal Building will be taken 
over by the international wing of 
the Ford Motor Co. 


EL Nixes 


Continued from page 3 











are now on sale 12 weeks ahead 
and there is a $20,000 advance. 


Maurer has started installation 


‘of airconditioning in the 596-seat | swinging line, but they hide a slin, | = 


a | he has only added new details. 


pat a calls his new silhouette | 
“Trompe Voeil,’ which means} 
“optical illusion.” Flying panels | ‘Paisan’ Dates 


Exhibs recently have been show- | phasized it would not be a straight 
ing nervousness over rumors that | vaudeo production with a perman- 
|competitive bidding is on its way|ent emcee. Tentative plans call 
| back. Paul Williams, general coun-|for the inclusion of dramatic 
| sel to the Southern California | sketches from the stars’ best-known 
| Theatre Owners Assn., this week | legit and film work, plus _ skits 
expressed concern over the practice | Such as Ethel Barrymore's “Twelve 
'of some distribs who invite bids | Pound Note.” Show will originate 
in some competitive situations. |in N. Y., possibly Sunday nights 

Williams objected because he | from a Broadway legit theatre, for 
| claimed distribs were injecting the | Which VanCar is currently dicker- 
‘bid system without a prelim request | M8. Indie tele director Raymond 
by exhibs. He declared that bid-| E- Nelson has been named to di- 
ding was to be permitted only, 'e¢t. 
when asked for by exhibs and r 
added that it can only bring harm | 
to exhibs generally, as it is bound | 


| 
to create a false price structure | Allied Raps | 


which is not based on ordinary | Continued from page 5 


bargaining processes. ‘Charles Niles, secretary; and Stan- 

- ‘ley D. Kane, recording secretary. 

1}| Next annual convention was set 

| for Minneapolis, Oct. 24-26. In the 

|meanwhile, board will convene 
again in May in Dallas. 

Among developments at yester- 
cloth!—embroidered in  walnuts|day’s session: The board voted 
and almonds. He uses this burlap| unanimously in favor of complete 
for hats, belts, coats, and even for) repeal of the 20% Federal admis- 
| evening dresses—but then it is|sions tax. However, it was under- 
| lined in rich satin, and sequins and | stood no steps would be taken un- 
glamorous stones are added to the(| til spring, when the House Ways 
walnuts. and Means committee is expected 

One of the features of all collec- to consider revision of the excise 
‘tions this year is the contrast be-| laws. Allied indicated it was sit- 
| tween luxury fabrics and “poor” | ting tight until later for still an- 
| fabrics like cotton, hemp, peasant | Other reason. If it agitates against 
handkerchiefs, etc. ¢ the admissions tax at this time, it 

At the anxiously awaited Dior 18 liable to give ideas to the many 
opening, a strict triple barrage let | tate legislatures now in_ session, 
people through one by one. Their | most of which will have adjourned 
‘special cards were examined al-| PY SPring. | ap 
| most with a magnifying glass. Dior; The Allied constitution was 
‘didn’t disappdint anyone. He has amended to abolish the nine-man 
‘renewed himself without changing | ©Xecutive committee and the six 
‘his line. It is essentially Parisian, | ional vicepresidents. A new 
but the clothes of his New York unit, the Allied Independent Thea- 


collection will still be in style-— | SSedtaed to momberhig _ 



































|| Paris Fashions 


' Continued from page 2 




















| give the impression of a longer | 








Continued from page 3 jen 


The romantic legend of thwarted former legiter in the expectation | rather short, under skirt. His coats! a test in the company’s Reading, 


love captivates an airman who is that “Shoes” will run through the | are 
rescued in the Italian mountain’ summer. An unsual angle is that | pockets and inverted pleats just as | 


district during the war. But on his | 
return home to his wife, obsessed | 
with writing an operatic piece on 
the theme, he cannot forget the 
girl he left behind. Conflicting 
loyalties are eventually overcome | 
by a return to the Dolomites, com- | 
pletion of the opera and the even- 
tual realization that his future hap- 
piness is with his own wife. 
Throurhout the story eniphasis 
is placed on the frankly senti- 
mental, bul when the plot breaks 


the surprising long engagement is 
robbing Ilya Lopert of time he is 
supposed to have the house under 
a lease he made with City Invest- 
ing shortly before the pic opened. 
He is ta get the Bijou immediately 


,after “Shoes” closes and will have 
‘it until a certain date, believed to 


be around the end of 1950. There 
is, however, no provision for ex- 
tending the lease for the months 
the Bijou is occupied by “Shoes.” 


still full and his famous) Pa., house. It did so well it earn- 
ed a full week’s holdover, starting 
popular. These panels create aj last Friday (11), which is unusual 
| very uneven hemline both for day| even for top .domestic product. 
_and evening; only gala outfits worn | Joseph Burstyn, of M&B, attributes 
with sweeping evening coats are; at least part of the success of the 
‘full length. He features a tight} film to the fact that a large portion 
velvet or straw skull cap, “the! of it is in English (American Gls, 
_Egg,” which looks exactly like a| who play many roles, speak 
half of a broken egg shell and! English, while Italian natives speak 
fits the head snugly. Italian), so it is not actually com- 

American buyers are slightly parable to foreign-language pc 
confused trying to figure out what which must be subtitled all the 
, Will be popular in the U. S. , Way. 
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THE TALK OF 
THE INDUSTRY! 





"THE Forsyte SAG 


Technicolor 


UMBER CAN PLAY ; 

















“THE BARKLEYS OF BROADWAY” (Technicolor) 


Fred Astaire * Ginger Rogers * Oscar Levant 


“LITTLE WOMEN” (Technicolor) 


June Allyson + Peter Lawford * Margaret O’Brien 
Elizabeth Taylor + Janet Leigh « Rossano Brazzi + Mary Astor 


‘*COMMAND DECISION” 
Clark Gable » Walter Pidgeon + Van er ¢ Brian Donlevy 
Charles Bickford + John Hodia Edward Arnold 


“TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME” (Technicolor) 
Frank Sinatra * Esther Williams * Gene Kelly ¢ Betty Garrett 


‘*CONSPIRATOR”’ 
Robert Taylor ¢« Elizabeth Taylor 


‘*NEPTUNE’S DAUGHTER” (Technicolor) 
Esther Williams « Red Skelton * Ricardo Montalban ¢ Betty Garrett 
Keenan Wynn « Xavier Cugat 


‘“‘EDWARD, MY SON” 
Spencer Tracy * Deborah Kerr 


“THE GREAT SINNER”’ 

Gregory Peck * Ava Gardner * Melvyn Douglas * Walter Huston 
Ethel Barrymore *« Frank Morgan * Agnes Moorehead 
“ANY NUMBER CAN PLAY” 

Clark Gable + Alexis Smith * Wendell Corey * Audrey¥’Totter 
Barry Sullivan * Frank Morgan * Mary Astor * Lewis Stone 


“THE SECRET GARDEN” 
Margaret O’Brien *« Herbert Marshall * Dean Stockwell 


“THE STRATTON STORY” 
James Stewart * June Allyson * Frank Morgan 
Agnes Moorehead « Bill Williams 


“THE BRIBE”’ 
Robert Taylor * Ava Gardner « Charles Laughton 
Vincent Price * John Hodiak 
‘‘CAUGHT”’ 

James Mason * Barbara Bel Geddes * Robert Ryan 
“IN THE GOOD OLD SUMMERTIME” (Technicolor) 
Judy Garland * Van Johnson 
‘‘MADAME BOVARY”’ 


Jennifer Jones * Van Heflin * Louis Jourdan * James Mason 


“THAT MIDNIGHT KISS” (Technicolor) 


Kathryn Grayson ¢ Jose Iturbi * Ethel Barrymore * Mario Lanza 


AND LOTS MORE! 


THE 



















PROFIT PROPHET! 





FUTURE 
IS 





M-G-M! 


_ (Brotherhood Week Feb. 20-27 Fights Bigotry!) 
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British 


Pix Industry Now Agreed 
On Need to Cut Production Costs ssi)" stir 


Touch,” drama which opened at 
the Savoy Friday (11), Well-acted 


world is depicted in “The Human 


| 





London, Feb. 15. + 

The British studio crisis has en- | 

| tered its most critical stage since | 

| the 1936 financial depression with 

; the further dismissal of 550 work: | 

ers at the Denham and Pinewood ! 
studios. An additional 350 axings | 
are scheduled to take place this) 
weekend, with 150 following next) 
week and 50 more at the end of the | 
month. 

Three union leaders are mee‘*ing 
with J. Arthur Rank Thursday (17) 
for general discussion of the layoff | 
notices and effects of the extension 
of Independent Frame on future 
production. 





Renewed pressure for strong ac- 
tion to halt the serious crisis in 
British production has come during | 
the past week from members of | 
Parliament, producers, artists, 
technicians and the main studio 
unions. 


| called “Singoal'a,’ 


| Falk as Assim. 


| Jacque. 


Set; German Tieup Made’ 
Stockholm, Feb. 4. 

Lorens Marmstedt will produce | 
this year the first Swedish film in | 


the French la..guage. It will be 
’ after a play by 
late Viktor Rydberg, dealing with 
life of gypsies. Only Swedes will | 
handles the roles, with Viveca | 
Lindfors as Singoalla and Lauritz | 

Direction will be 
handled by Frenchman, Christian- | 
Screenplay was written in | 
Paris by Pierre Very and Robert 
Gys. 

German producer-director-actor 
Helmuth Kautner may come to | 
Sweden and produce one or two! 
films here during 1949. Swedish 


(iene traces the rea an al of 04 
° ._ * James Y. Simpson to introduce the | 
First Swede Pic in French | grug as an anesthetic. | 


received by firstnighters, its clin- 
|ical atmosphere is likely to prove 


London Gets ‘Touch’ 


London, Feb. 15. 
Discovery of chloroform and its 


Although the play was favorably 


a drawback as far as popular ap- 
peal is concerned. Thesping is 
highlighted by the fine perform- | 
ance of Alec Guinness in the title | 
role. 

| 


Censor Angles | 








Tangle India 


Madras, Feb. 8. 


The Government of India is con- 
sidering the proposal of certifying 


Shanghai Still Shakes Down Suckers 
Despite Curfew, Martial Law, Red Fear 





Paris Court Denies Ban 


On ‘Manon’ Film Title 
Paris, Feb. 8. 
At the request of the heirs of 
composer Jules Massenet, who 
claimed they owned the title to 
his opera, “Manon,” the picture 
“Manon,” an Alcina production, 
just finished by director Georges 
Henri Clouzot, was seized before 
it had even been shown. 
Civil court has just ordered the 
picture to be released freely, de- 


| ciding that the name “Manon” isn’t 


the composer’s property, and orig- 
inates from the novel by Abbe 
Prevost. Besides, while the opera 
takes place in period of the Louis, 


‘the film deals with times. 





Republic Sets 5006 Pic 


+ By HAL P. MILLS 


Shanghai, Feb. 8. 
Despite 11 p.m. curfew, martial 
law and the Communist threat, 
Shanghai is steadily swinging back 
to its onetime wild and wicked 
night life. All-night joints are 
cropping up, clip bars are oper- 





ating on a huge scale and cabarets 
and ballrooms are doing a land- 


| office biz. All this contrary to the 

so-called Government Austerity 

Program. - 
First of all, in order to avoid 


being jailed for being on the 
streets after curfew, one must be 
heeled with plenty of gold yuan, 
which is the present Chinese cur- 
rency. If one is halted by an alert 
Chinese cop, the customary pro- 
cedure is to hand him 1,000 gold 
yuan (equivalent to $1, U. S., at 
this writing). The cop, however, 
does not guarantee uninterrupted 
travel to one’s destination. En- 


In all the negotiations that have 
taken place during the past few 
days, emphasis has_ consistently | 
been placed on the need for cut- | 


producer Rune Waldecrantz, of | pictures under two categories: (1) | 
Sandrew-Bauman Film, is handling pictures fit for adults, and (2) pic- 
details. itures fit for general exhibition. If 
| the proposal comes into force, con- 
'sidering the stringent censorship 





route one may be stopped by a 
dozen or more other coppers, each 
with an outstretched hand. If 
one’s journey is far, one may be 


For Argentina; On-Scene 
Product Seen B.0. Draw. 


ting production costs. The com- 

mittee set up by the government 

holds its initial meet Friday (18) to 

commence its probe into costs, 

while in the House of Commons, 

Board of Trade prez Harold Wil- 

son said last Thursday (10) that | 

there was undoubtedly a grave | 

crisis in the industry. 

Wilson frankly admitted that | 

there had been recurring financia 

i crises in the industry throughout 

| its history, but these have become 

more frequent lately. He advised 

the industry that the best thing 

| it could do would be to cut produc- 

| tion costs to a reasonable level, | 

and then deal with the redistribu- | 

tion of boxoffice takings as be- 

tween producers on the one hand 

and exhibitors and distributors on 
the other. 

Wilson made his statement in| 
reply to a series of questions by | 
Labor MP Raymond Blackburm, | 
but in reply to a further query by | 
Labor playwright Benn Levy, who | 
suggested that the producing side | 


a 


was being starved while the sell- | 


ing side was overstuffed, Wilson 
said they had to take the industry 
as they found it and not as it 
| should be. ’ 
| Direct outcome of the talks be- 
tween the British Film Producers 
Assn. and the Personal Manage- 


: of a producer plan for artists, di- 
1 rectors and other topflight tech- 
' nicians to participate in produc- 
tion on a cooperative basis. 

3 A scheme put forward at a joint 
mecting Thursday (10) by the 


(Coptinued on page 20) 
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Svensk, Swede Film Co., 


Absorbing Producer; — 
Shooting at Low Level 


Stockholm, Feb. 2. 

Production phase of the Swedish 
film industry received another jolt 
upon the disclosure that Kungs- | 
film, one of the more active pro- 
ducing companies, will lose its 
corporate identity May 1 when it 
merges with Svensk Filmindustri. | 
Motivating factor behind the amal- | 
gamation, it’s believed, is Kungs- | 
film’s failure to control any thea- 
tres. Current economic trends have 
brought about a condition whereby 
only producer-distributors with 
circuit subsidiaries are able to 
operate on a healthy basis. SF has 


about 100 houses’ throughout 
Sweden. 
Meanwhile, shooting continues | 


at a low level with only three pic- 
tures in work at present. Films 
include SF’s “Kvinna I  Vitt” 
(‘Woman in White’), Europa 


|Film’s “Kvinnan Som Forsvann” 


|(*Woman Who Disappeared’) and 
a comedy being made by Sandrew- 
| Bauman Film. Latter pic is tenta- 


| tively tagged as “Production 146.” 


ment Assn. is to be consideration | yrowever. some 10 new Swedish. 


| expected this backlog will be hit- | 
|ting key firstruns in the near 
| future. , 
| On the other hand, despite the. 
|relative slowness of domestic pro- | 
duction, exhibitors have not faced 
a product shortage since foreign 
| imports have adequately filled the 
| Sap. Past month, for example, saw 


| 33 
‘oniy three were Swedish made. | 


| pix are ready for release and it’s | 


films preemed here of which | 


that prevails at the moment, a ma- 
jority of B class English pictures | 
would be considerably affected. 
The Constituent Assembly of 
India recently sanctioned the set- 
ting up of a Central Censor Board 
for all India. The various provin- 
cial governments who were con- 
sulted on this point were all agreed 
about the necessity of such a board. 
It’s understood that the govern- | 
ment of Madras and other provin- | 
cial governments are pressing the 
central government for permission | 
to recensor in their own provinces | 
English pictures. Additional re- 
censorship fees are proposed to be | 
charged for such re-censoring, so | 
that provincial sources of revenue 
may be augmented. The argument 
is that if some Indian states could 
re-censor and charge fees on pic- | 
tures already censored in India, | 
provinces also should be allowed | 
the same rights, at least for the | 
sake of increasing provincial rev- 
enue. 
At present, when an English pic- | 
ture censored at Calcutta, is re- 
censored at Bombay, no extra fee 
is levied. If official, sanction is 
accorded this provincial suggestion, 
considerable delay is bound to oc- 
cur in the screening of latest pic- 
tures in provinical cities. Exhibi- 
tors would certainly refuse to bear 
any charges. Such refusal will re- 
flect in the increased overhead of 
distributing companies. 


Few U.S. Shows in Finland 
But They Draw Well; One 
Helsinki House for Russ 


Stockholm, Jan. 25. 


Of five legit houses now operat- 
ing in the Finnish capital of Hel- 


{ 
| 


| 
| 








U. S. contributed 18 pix toward the sinki, only one, the Suomen Tyo- 


Lisbun, Feb. 8. | total with five apiece coming from vanteatteri, is controlled by Com- 


With its bilingual version of the 
Rex Beach story, “Don Careless,” 
scheduled to rell March 2 at the 
Mapol Studios, Buenos Aires, Re- 


public International’s prez Richard | 
New | 


W. Altschuler declared in 
York last week that if the $500,000 
budgeteer “meets with success, 
we'll make other pictures there as 
well as elsewhere overseas.” While 
the film is partly financed with 
pesos, the Rep foreign chief stress- 
ed that the costume-adventure fea- 
ture is being made in Argentina 
primarily to take advantage of na- 
tural backgrounds rather than to 
utilize the company’s idle capital. 

Altschuler feels that such on- 
the-scene product will fare much 
better in the Latino market box- 
office-wise than if equivalent stor- 
ies were lensed in Hollywood and 
later released in South American 
theatres. Director John Auer, he 
said, is already in Buenos Aires, 


while John Carroll and Adele Mara | 


are enroute. Latter replaces Dol- 


ores Del Rio as the femme lead | 


due to a conflict in Miss del Rio’s 
assignment schedule. Miss Mara, 
| however, will be used in the Span- 
| ish and English versions since she 
speaks both languages. 

With the exception of Auer and 
an American production manager, 
an entire Argentine crew will be 
used on the pic, which will be re- 
| leased as “The Avenger.”  Alt- 


| schuler, who returned last week to 


| the New York homeoffice from five 
| weeks in Argentina and one week 
| in Cuba, praised the cooperation of 
government and studio officials in 


film’s production. He noted that 
“grosses are better than ever in 
Argentina, but said there is no in- 
dication as to when the remittance 
freeze may be eased. i 
While in Buenos Aires, Altschu- 





Director of Information Antonio | Britain and France, while Denmark munists and presents plays pri- 





bon theatre critics and representa-' Top American entries were “Ad- ing theatres devote their produc- 


discuss the parlous situation of 
legit talent in Portugal. Recalling 
what the government has done to 
help the theatre—subsidies to the 
Teatro Nacional, Theatre of the 
People, Company for Radio Plays, 
Ballet Verde Gaio, subsidies to 
various touring companies—in the 
Jast decade, Ferro has given as- 
surances that in a short time other 
provisions will be taken to aid 
legiters. 

One provision will certainly be 
to enforce the rule that theatres 
such as the Ginasio and Trindade, 
which have been transformed into 
firstrun pix houses, should revert 
to legit for a full four months a 

year, plus a month rehearsals, and 
extend it to other big theatres 








which are now showing. only 
cinema. 
After the war boom, legit in 


Portugal declined rapidly, and in 
1948 lack of public support and 
high production expenses brought 
many managers to the point of, 
bankruptcy. 





tives of managers and artists to ventures of 


Don Juan” (WB), | 
| Which stars Swedish actress Viveca 
| Lindfors with Errol Flynn, and 
| 20th-Fox’s “Snake Pit.” 


| 


| 


Chile to Release 4706 
For Film Imports in ’49 


Santiago, Chile, Feb. 8. | 


Government here will release 
| $470,000 (U. S.) at official rate of 
|exchange for film imports during | 
1949. Pix firms are eagerly search- | 
ing for another way out. This 
quota is so low that some threaten 
to close shop. 


Pix companies have been send- 
ing films to their foreign outlets | 
for their raw material costs. This 
was commonly calculated at 2e. 
U. S. per foot of black and white 
and 8c. for color film. To keep 
foreign offices running, this cost is 
now often considered as low as 2c. 
per foot of film. 


Fort unately, 








j 


legitimate means 


tions in gerieral to the works of 
Finnish playwrights although oc- 
casionally American, French or 
British pieces are done. 

Arvi Tuomi, manager of the Kan- | 
san and Valgards theatres in Hel- | 
sinki, here to attend a Strindberg | 
celebration, said the Finnish pub- | 
lic’s interest im legit is apathetic. | 
Tuomi attributed it to competition 
from ballrooms and _ restaurants | 


along with an apparent lack of new Broadcasting Control Board, | 
set up by the government to han- | 


spending money. 

Although few American imports 
have been done in Finland, they in- 
variably prove successful. ‘To- 
bacco Road” and ‘The Green Pas- 
tures” won favor while “Oklaho- | 
ma!,” current at the Swedish the- 
atre in Helsinki, is drawing well. 


| 
| 
| 





Manila Adds New Station 
With MBS Scribe as Mer. 


Manila, Jan. 28. 
Manila has a new commercial | 
broadcasting station, in DZAB, 
operating on 860 kilocycles, and 


mer Rep manager in Peru, as man- 


Ferro has called a meeting of Lis- and Mexico shipped in one each. marily of Russian origin. Remain-| ager in the Argentine capital, He 


replaces Cesar Aboaf. 


Fanning Slated for Head 
Of Aussie Radio Board 


Canberra, Feb. 2. 
Prime Minister Ben J. Chifley 
reportedly will appoint L. B. Fan- 
wing, presently in charge of the 
Aussie postal service, to head the 





dle Down Under radio—commer- 
cial and national. 
ning is 
$12,000. 
Additional. board members are 
expected to include Clive Ogilvy, 
chief of commercial station 2 CA, 
and W. Osborne, attached to the 
National Univ. Ogilvy is the only 
member of the board with regular 
radio experience. He’s the son-in- 
law of showman Charles Munro, 
one-time head of the Hoyts’ loop. 
Board will take over Aussie radio 
control about middle of this year. 


Salary for Fan- 
believed to be around 





laying the groundwork for the | 


ler installed Carlos Feraboli, for- | 


|} out $20 ‘U. S.) or more—or else. 

You arrive at an all-night dive, 
poorly heated, low-ceilinged and 
| smoke-filled, after parting with, 
say, 12,000 gold yuan. Inside you 
find a motley gathering of for- 
eigners and Chinese, including a 
majority of important gendarmes 
and government and city officials, 
| plus some of the foreign rounders 
and booze-hounds and a sprinkling 
of gentlemen of the press. 

An unsmiling Chinese waiter, 
usually wearing a_ soiled white 
| jacket, slouches over to your table. 

“Wanchee drink?” he demands, 
surlily. 
| “Yes, ecatchee my 
whiskey soda,” you say. 

After a lengthy wait, the waiter 
slaps down the drinks and shoves 
the check at you. Everything is 
cash and each round must be paid 
when served. 

Those two drinks will set you 
back a neat $6,000 gy, or $6 (U. S.). 
There is a postage-stamp size dance 
floor. a small Filipino orchestra, 
but no floor show. If you leave the 
spot before curfew is lifted at 5 
a.m.. it will cost you more coin or 
a trip to the police station. The 
city and government officials and 
the gendarmie move about freely. 
| They have curfew passes. So have 
newsmen. 
Small Bars Curse 

The curse of the village is the 
small bars, most of which are op- 
|erated by English-speaking Chi- 
| nese, chiefly ex-bar boys. All have 
plenty of hostesses, European, Rus- 
| sian, Chinese and Eurasian. No 


| (Continued on page 20) 


two-piecee 





PARIS LEGIT MANAGERS 
MULLING 4 PRICE CUT 


Paris, Feb. 15. 

French legit producers and the- 
|atre operators, in view of waning 
grosses, are considering slashing 
| their scales one-third in an effort 
to perk up business. Right now, 
' however, opinion is divided on how 
‘much good the lower ticket tabs 
would do. 

| Price-cutting has been tried and 
| proved successful by Robert An- 
'celin at his Port St. Martin thea- 


| tre here. 
| 


_Arg. Pix Producers In 


Foreign Market Deals 


| Buenos Aires, Feb. 8. 

| Argentine producers are scan- 
;ning the international field, with 
'an eye to expanding markets for 


| their pix. Enrique Faustin of AAA 


(Artistas Argentinos Asociados) has 
| worked out a scheme with Bolivar 
|Fums of Venezuela to make a 
| Joint production, with Argentine 
director Carlos Hugo Christensen 
|directing, and Argentine starlet 
|Susanita Freyre teamed with a 
cast of Argentine and Venezuelan 
talent. A similar deal is being 
|dickered for with Brazilian pro- 
duction interests. 





|exist to recoup additional dollars. | 9,690 kilocycles shortwave. 
f 'Firms can buy Chilean gold in Robert Stewart, Manila corre- 
Weltner’s Globe-Trot “pesos, sell it in Europe for dollars. SPondent of the Mutual Broadcast- 
George Weltner, Paramount's) They can buy U. S. dollar bank | ing System, is managing director of 
foreign dept. chief, is currently on|(eposits from recently arrived | the new station. Until recently he 
z swing through Mexico, Cuba’ “Norteamericanos.” Or they can Was news commentator of station 
and other Latino spots scattered export certain manufactured goods KZPI. 
through the Carribean. He is due 4nd retain some of the selling 
back in N. Y. Sunday (20). price in dollars. Dollars so ob- 
Trip is a preliminary to his big tained generally cost two to four 
trek through the Continent which times the official rate of exchange 
ds slated for March. ‘on which the quota is based, 





Other Foreign News 
on Page 20 











MORE FRENCH PIX IMPORTS | 


French distributors are also 


French product continues to be 
snapped up for American distribu- 
tion with five Gallic films “The 
Wench,” ‘‘Ramunteho,” “Les Sou- 
venirs,” “Death of Importance” 
and “Barber of Seville,” announc- 


ed last week by Spalter Interna- | 


tional Pictures for release this year. 

Vog Film Co. picked up still 
another lone’ French 
“Dedee,”’ 


starring Simone Signoret. 


import, | 


| working on a similar deal, which 
‘would bring Michele Morgan to 
|Buenos Aires to make a picture 
| with Arturo de Cordova, while the 
‘same outfit would sign Spanish 
,actress Imperio Argentina for an 
Argentine-made picture directed 
by Carlos Schlieper, and another 
with Hugo del Carril, who will also 
leave for Paris this year for pic- 
ture chores there. 
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THE 
MILLIONS 
WHO 
VOTED 
THEM 
GREAT 
IN 


48 
WILL 
SEE 
THEM. 


SHINE 
IN 


49m. 





This is the authoritative voice of the public thru the 
most extensive survey of popular taste of avy poll. 
Again this year ticket-buyer preference honors the 
Star Company and these 3 great Star Favorites. 
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In King Arthur's Court” : Color by Technicolor . JONES’ : 
Color by Technicolor Go 


EXHIBITORS—YOU CAN DO THE BEST PUBLIC RELATIONS JOB FOR YOUR INDUSTRY BY BOOKING “THE MOVIES AND YOU" SERIES. 
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Spanish Pix Production Hit New Hich 


In 48; U.S. Films Topped Import List 





Madrid, Feb. 8. + 


Production of films in Spain 
reached a new record in 1948. 
Spanish studios turned out 51 fea- 
tures and 142 shorts last year, at 
the cost of about 170,000,000 pe- 
setas ($9,000,000), the maximum 
work bein,; done by Cifesa Pro- 
ducion and Suevia Films in the 
Chamartin studios in Madrid and 
in the Orphea studios in Barce- 
lona. 

Films were produced by 20 dif- 
ferent firms in 12 studios. The 
picture industry has perfected. its 
installations with modern machin- 
ery, generally coming from Eng- 
land. The capital invested in Span- 
ish studios amounts to about 500,- 
000,000 pesetas ‘(roughly $30,000,- | 
000). The pictures with biggest 
b.o. success were “Don Quijote de 
la Mancha” and “Queen Juana, 
the Mad.” 

During 1948, 112 foreign fea- 
tures were imported, of which 58 
came from the U. S.; 18 were Mex- 
ican: 14, Argentinian; 11, Italian; | 
four. French; three, Swedish; two | 
English; one Swiss and one Dan- 
ish. All these pictures are dubbed | 
(Spanish talent speak the words 
in Spanish, substituting them for 
the original), and the dubbing is 
almost wholly directed by British 
technicians in studios owned in a 
large part by British capital. | 

Foreign artists and technicians 
continue to work in Spanish stu- | 
dios, especially English, Italian, | 
Germans, and French. Also guest 
artists from Italy, Portugal and 
South American countries (Maria 
Felix, from Mexico; Carmen Olme- | 
do, from Chile; Luis Sandrini, 
from Argentina; Adriana Benetti, 
from Italy). 

The problem of exporting at 
Jeast part of the profits made by | 
foreign films is still not clearly 


| 


| 


New Technicolor Cameras 


Readied for America 
London, Feb. 15. 
Facilities of Technicolor, both in 


‘Britain as well as in the U. S., will 


be aided considerably when some 
13 new Technicolor cameras are 
completed by the Newell Engineer- 
ing Co. at Peterborough. Six of the 


linstruments are intended for use in 


England while the remainder will be 
shipped to America. Currently one 
camera has come off the assembly 
line. Production rate varies from 
one to four months on each. 
Manufacture of the cameras was 
necessitated to fill an acute short- 
age of the specially-made devices 
in British studios. According to 
Kay Harrison, managing director of 
British Technicolor, the seven cam- 


eras tagged for U. S. export are a | 


result of the company’s desire to 
aid Britain’s economy by spending 
some dollars here. 





Filipino Pix Producers, 
Talent Form Groups To 
Combat Industry Slide 


Manila, Jan. 28. 
To cope with the deteriorating 
local film situation, producers 


have organized the Motion Picture 
Producers Assn. of the Philippines, 
while actors, directors, cameramen, 


technicians and others connected | 


with the industry have . grouped 
themselves into the Motion Picture 
Guild of the Philippines. 


Film industry, it-is pointed out, 


solved. Spanish films prosper with is now hardly able to make both 
the help of state subsidies given end meet. Situation is attributed 
at the cost of foreign films ex- to a number of factors, including 
hibited in the country. |salaries of stars going up; rise in 


- |the rentals of 2 houses; increase 
e.° |in taxes, which have gone up as 
British Embassy Fights 
Mex Ban On Anglo Pix 


high as 20°; high production costs, 
Mexico City, Feb. 15. 


inability to improve quality of pro- 
ductions; stiff competition from 
American pictures; and lack of 
foreign outlets. 

British Embassy here has inter- 

ceded with government authorities 

in an effort to avert the banning. 
gi of importation of British films. | 
ii a The clampdown against Anglo | 








Harris, Wolper Unite 


in import regulations. | 


cial permit to bring in each Pic- | Former, son of Joseph Harris, left 


New restrictions call for a | dl god m., es 


It’s Korda’s Turn, Now 


London, Feb. 15. 

Shoe will be on the other foot 
March 6 when Sir Alexander Korda 
is scheduled to be one of the speak- 
ers at the Critics’ Circle annual 
dinner. Late last year the review- 
ers gave the producer’s “Bonnie 
Prince Charlie” an unmerciful 
drubbing. 

In retaliation, it’s recalled, 
|Korda took heavy newspaper space 
and posted a profusion of 24-sheets 
to challenge the critics’ judgment 
of “Charlie.” Observers feel the 
forthcoming dinner is certain to re- 
sult in fireworks. 


British Govt. In 
Latin Pix Talk 


London, Feb. 15. 
British government is prepared 
|to discuss with producers. the 
{problems arising from the dis- 
|tribution of British pix in Latin- 
America. 
This assurance was given in a 








House of Commons adjournment | 
debate last Thursday (10) by L. J.| 


|Edwards, newly appointed aide to 
|Harold Wilson, in reply to a’ dis- 
lcussion opened by Labor ML.P. 
Mont Follick. 

Edwards told the House that 
British pix seemed to have a good 
foothold in Latin-America and ap- 
peared to be gaining ground, but 
it would be a very expensive busi- 
ness to set up new distribution 
agencies. British companies who 
had only comparatively recently 
started to export to these particu- 


lar countries certainly had not the | 


resources to embark on this. 


Countering suggestions that 
British pix were not properly 
identified in Latin-America coun- 
tries, Edwards stated they were 


released with subtitles in Spanish | 


and Portuguese and earried the 
usual British trademarks. 











British Cuts 


Continued from page 18 


BFPA proposed that producers’ 
liability should be limited to a cer- 
tain minimum cash payment, until 
such time as boxoffice receipts 








have reached a figure specified in | 


| the contract. When that figure has 


® tw | been passed a share in every pound 
To Handle Foreign Pix |received by the producer will be- | 


product stems from a tightening | worce® Ready ins Pe em David L. | come payable. 


| Vere Barker, spokesman for the 
MA, promised to give favorable 





Rome Theatres, Bars, Films Shorted — 
By Current Cut Two Days a Week 


* Rome, Feb. 8. 





‘Dantine Plans Making 
U.S.-Italo Pic in Rome 


Rome, Feb. 8. 


Helmut Dantine has been in 
| Rome for several months anticipat- 
'ing a role in “The Dark Road,” by 
Phil Yordan, to be produced by 
Mike Frankovitch. The picture 
hasn’t been started yet. Meantime, 
Dantine has announced his inten- 
tion of producing a film in Italy 
for Eagle Lion, called “Sons of the 
Musketeers.” 

“Money for. “Musketeers” will 
come from both Italy and U. S. and 
ithe cast will be both Italians and 
| Americans. Shooting is scheduled 
for late spring after Dantine flies 
details, such as names for the cast. 








U.S. Playing Time Hypo 
To Better French Pix 
Product, Sez Bercholz 


Further development of French 
films is dependent upon greater 
playing time for that type preduct 
on US. circuits, according to Gal- 


lic filmmaker Joseph Bercholz, who 

| arrived in New York last week on 
| the Queen Mary. Producer of 
'“Symphonie Pastorale’ and “The 
Chips Are Down,” current: N.Y. 
firstruns, he pointed out that pro- 
| duction costs are still excessively 
high in France and negative costs 
cannot be recouped through the 
domestic market. 


Therefore, Bercholz eniphasized, | 


if the quality of French pictures is 


pecially earnings from America, 
must fill the financial defiicit in- 
| sofar as production is concerned. 
He suggested a wider use of dub- 
| bing as an avenue toward increased 
| bookings for U.S.-French imports. 
This technique would supplement 
the usual subtitles. 

French film industry, Bercholz 
disclosed, made about 75 pictures 
in 1948 and estimates the same 
figure for 1949. Prewar costs, he 
added, amounted to around $150,- 
' 000 for first class product, while 
$300,000 is needed at present to 


quality. Producer, who attended 
the preem of “Symphonie” at the 
Playhouse, Washington, Friday 
(11), also expects to arrange a U.S. 


to continue, foreign revenues, es- | 


turn out pictures of an equivalent | 


| Electric current shortage is caus- 
(ing havoc in Rome. Two days a 
week there is no electric current 
in Rome between the hours of 8 
‘a.m. and 5 p.m. Plans are being 
made by the government to 
|lengthen those hours from 8 am. 
to 7 p.m. “Pirates of Capri,” the 
|only American film being made in 
Italy at this time, has naturally suf- 
fered a setback in schedule. When 
the current is “on,” it is so dim, 
|that normal business procedure is 
' difficult. 
| Hotel lobbies and bars are dark 
for half hours at a time, several 
|times during an evening. Moving 
| pictures can literally be called 
| “flickers,” with the film being cut 
|off completely for short periods 
|\(two minutes) from time to time. 
|Even the American Express Co. 
'folds up for the afternoon hours 
{twice a week. (Afternoons in 
| Rome are from 3:30 to 6). Shop- 
pmeepers cannot sell their wares 
when the customers can scarcely 
see them. On one very cold day 
here, when the electricity was off, 
the gas went off, too. Cold coffee 
|and cold tea were served—in the 
dark, and there was absolutely 
/nothing to do about it. 
| Exact causes have not been made 
'clear by the local press, but rumors 
include one about sabotage at the 
main power, plant at Terni, the 
driest winter in 110 years, and that 
| Italy has been selling power to 
Switzerland, the contracts having 
| been made prior to the freak year 
| without rain. 








Shanghai Shakes | 


ue Continued from page 18 =o 











American girls. Scarcely are you 
seated when the hostesses flock 
| around, importuning you to buy 
| cocktails. Said “cocktails” are col- 
ored water, tea or plain coke, 
which the girls consume swiftly 
| and for which one pays 2,000 gy. 
Devote a couple of hours to that 
“innocent” pastime and you're out 
plenty of coin. 

But the Shanghai wolves don’t 
seem to mind. They have one con- 
solation. They can date almost 
|any hostess in any joint. But if 
you don’t date, you may find your 
wallet, fountain pen or watch miss- 
|ing after you get out. The giris 
| get half of the take from each 
| sucker. 
| Every few minutes a 


| 


coolie 


|consideration to the proposal and 


ture. Difficulty is also caused by 
the lack of a trade treaty between 
Britain and Mexico. 


Republic Wins Point In 
Cuban Distrib Deal Suit 


Havana, Feb. 15. 
Republic Pictures International 





Corp. won an important point last | 


week in its suit against Tropical 
Films of Cuba when a local court 
granted the American firm an in- 
junction permitting seizure of 
some 170 of its prints which had 
been held by the defendant. Tropi- 
cal had been a distributor of 
Rep’s films in Cuba for 10 years. 

Plaintiff's action seeks recovery 
of about $200,000 allegedly due on 
royalties, recovery of the prints 
and cancelling of all contracts. 
Meanwhile, Rep has been operat- 
ing own branch here since last 
September. 


Swiss Stall Metro Case 


Zurich, Feb. 15. 

Swiss government has granted a 
two-month postponement in the 
case brought by the Swiss exhibi- 
tors association against Metro, in-| 
dicating the situation will be set- 
tled amicably. Exhibs had _ at- 
tempted to force Metro to give up 
ownership of two theatres it owns, 
one in Lausanne and one in| 
Geneva, under the ruling which 
prohibits a distributors from own- 
ing and operating theatres. 

David Lewis, Loew’s regional 
director who had been here for 
huddles on the situation with local 
Metro officials, has left for a swing 
through Italy and Spain. 








Nils Poppe, who clicked with his 
current pic, “Soldat Bom,” soon 
starts “Greven Av Gamla Sta’n” 


/it was agreed that members should 


sistant sales manager, to start the discuss it with their clients. 
Bankers Getting Tougher 


venture. A onetime picture publi- | 
cist, Wolper has been active in| Although the government is in- 
‘theatrical real estate. tervening in the industry now 
New firs tevved Harris-Wolper more than ever before, dissatis- 
Pictures, Inc., has as its first re- faction at the present acute state 
2c an Italian import, “Fear No of the industry is becoming in- 
Evil.” creasingly widespread. All govern- 
| mental measures to ease the lot of 
— execs have not helped them 
° on e major question of easier 
On Argentine Sets finance and the continued failure 
| ‘of British production to come out 
| of the red has led to a hardening 
Buenos Aires, Feb. 1, (attitude by the main banking 
| With their first Argentine-made | houses. 
| picture, “Immigrant,” still | So seriously has the situati 
/at the Libertador after 13 weeks, | developed in ‘the past AB cageece 
| Guaranteed Pictures is now prep- | that some banks do not regard 
| ping its second production, ‘‘Fa- | guarantees of distribution and cir- 
cundo,’ ’which is to be an historical cuit booking as adequate, and want 
opus. 3 /collateral in more definite terms. 
| Emelco Studios, now completely | The reluctance of the big five 
under control of the Argentine | banks to aid indie production has 
Central Bank, has started shooting caused considerable difficulties to 


_Realart Pictures, where he was as- 














distribution deal for his recently | pokes his head through the door 


“La Barca Sin Pescador” (‘“‘Rud- 








'fici directing. Cast includes Pedro 
‘Lopez Lagar, Sabina Olmos and 
Alberto Closas, the same team of 
“Tierra del Fuego,” Emelco’s prize- 
winning picture of 1948. 

The raw stock shortage has led 
to dissolution of a new production 
unit, Willporc, set up towards end 
of 1948, with a production sched- 
ule of eight pictures. 

Mexican director Roberto Ga- 
valdon is putting the finishing 
touches to his first picture for San 
Miguel Studios, and is then due to 
direct Dolores del Rio and Pedro 
Lopez Lagar in a picture for Emel- 
co. Gavaldon has also signed to 
make a picture in Chile, with Ar- 
turo de Cordova in the lead. 
_AAA (Artistas Argentinos Aso- 
ciados) plans making a_ picture 
based on the life of President Hi- 


derless Sailing”), with Mario Sof-| 


| studio companies, but it is believed 


that as a result of a meeting held 
during the past few days, cut and 
‘dried terms for financing produc- 
tion will be drawn up in the near 
future. 

Nicholas Davenport, until re- 
cently a director of the Film 
Finance Co., who is now organiz- 
| Ing a new production cooperative, 
told Harold Wilson yesterday (14) 
why the State Bank has not come 
to the rescue of British produc- 
tion. It is understood he pleaded 
for a more flexible policy to re- 
place the rigid formula that oper- 
ates at present. 

General view of many producers 
is that Wilson introduced govern- 
ment financial aid primarily to as- 
sist the Korda group and it is 
significent that British Lion who 
| distribute their product, has been 
the only major beneficiary. 


It is | 


rer, “Aux Yeux du Souvenir.” 


Audition Millennium 
London, Feb. 15. 
They’ve reached the ultimate in 
;/musical show auditions for pros- 
| pective producers. 

For the audition of ‘“‘Things to 
| Remember,” the Hans Christian 
| Anderson musical, with book and 
ilyrics by Clyde North and score 
'by Adam Carroll, the Palace thea- 
|tre was hired, 26 musicians were 
used in the pit and a cast of 20 
was engaged to sing the songs. 


Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Feb. 15. 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m: (89). 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (95). 
“Bob’s Your Uncle,” Sav. (41). 
“Breach Marriage,” York's (3). 
“Browning,” Phoenix (23). 
“Cage Peacock,” Cambridge (45). 
“Carissima,” Palace (49). 
“Charley’s Aunt,” (Maj. (9). 




















“Don’t Listen,” St. Jas. (24). 
“Edward, My Son,” Lyric (90). 
“Father,” Duchess (4). 
“Gioconda Smile,” Wynd. (36). 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (47). 
“Harvey,” Wales (7). - 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (3). 

“High Button Shoes,” Hipp. (9). 
“Human Touch,” Savoy (1). 
“Kid From Strat,” Wint. (20). 
“Little Lambs,” Ambass. (45). 
“Miss Mabel,” Strand (12). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (94). 
“One Wild Oat,” Garrick (11). 
“Oranges & Lemons,” Globe (3). 
“Perfect Woman,” Play. (23). 
“September Tide,” Ald. (10). 





“Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude (77). | 


completed Michele Morgan star- and sizes up the patrons. He pays 


| special attention to the lushes, and 
| unless you take a taxi from the 
very door or the bar, those loafers 
will beat and rob you, even to your 
| last stitch of clothing. It happens 
| @ score of times every night. The 
police are indifferent and unsym- 
| pathetic where foreigners are con- 
| cerned. Money and_ valuables 
_taken from foreigners are seldom 
recovered. 
| Love Lane Tidings 

There are 12,000 licensed broth- 
els in Shanghai with an estimated 
60,000 inmates, chiefly Chinese. 
/One prewar American madam 
whose passport was long ago taken 
from her, still holds forth on Love 
| Lane, which is just off Bubbling 
/ Well Road. The madam, however, 
has no bed of roses. Loafers by 
the score picket her establishment 





|and exact tribute from all males. 


who enter. Unless tribute is forth- 
coming, someone is in for a beat- 
ing and showers of stones break 
her windows. Although her place 
is licensed, Chinese police are 
highly amused over her predica- 
ment. 

Many of the clip bars on lower 
Broadway have rear rooms where 
the hostesses may “entertain” pa- 
trons. Mickey Finns are seldom 
used by the girls—the cost is too 
great, besides the muscle power 
of a gang of loafers is quite suf- 
ficient to subdue an unruly vic- 
tim. 

In the huge Chinese ballrooms, 
| where as many as 500 girls are em- 
| ployed as taxi dancers in a single 
| place, the old “buy-out” system has 
been revived. It works this way: 

The patron gives the girls the 
0.0., chooses one and instructs the 
waiter to bring her to his table. 
He pays for dance tickets, regard- 
‘less of whether or not he dances. 
'If he does not elect to wait until 








(“The Emperor of the Old Town”). | Polito Irigoyen, who died in 1932. also 


Lars-Eric Kjellgren will direct, Homero Manzi scripted, with En- | 
while Poppe and Anna-lisa Erics- rique Muino to play the aged 
son are cast as leads. j Statesman, 


strongly believed that the 
$3,000.000 remaining in the kitty 
may be made available for further 
financing of Korda productions. 


“Slings & Arrows,” Comedy (13). 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal. (97). 
“Wild Duck,” St. Mart. (14). 

“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (95). 


closing time he summons the man- 
ager, buys about $20 (U. S.) worth 
of dance tickets and proudly de- 
parts with the girl of his choice. 
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Screen Play by Harry Kurnitz ¢ From a Story by Everett and Devery Freeman « Original Music Composed and Adapted by Max Steiner - 
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WARNER BROS. TRADE SHOW FEB. 28 
































city PLACE OF SHOWING ADDRESS TIME city PLACE OF SHOWING ADDRESS TIME ary PLACE OF SHOWING ADDRESS TIME 
ALBANY Warner Screening Room |79 N. Pearl St. 12:30P.M. DES MOINES —| 20th Century-Fox Sc Rm.| 1300 High St 6.00PM. NEW YORK Home Office 321 W. 44th St. 2:30 P.M 
ATLANTA 20th Century-Fox St. Rm.|197 Walton St. WLW. 2:30P.M. DETROIT Film Exchange Bidg 2310. Coss Ave. 2:00P.m. OKLAHOMA 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm.|10 North Lee St. 1:30 Pik. 
BOSTON RKO Screening Room | 122 Arlington St. 2:30P.M. INDIANAPOLIS =| 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. | 326 No. Hilinois $I. 1.00PM OMAHA 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm.|1502 Davenport $1. | 10:00 A.M. 
BUFFALO Paramount Sc. Room | 464 Franklin Street 2:00P.M. KANSAS CITY — | 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. {1720 Wyandotte St. 7:30P.m. PHILADELPHIA =| Worner Screening Room |230 No. 13th St. 2:30 P.M 
CHARLOTTE 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm.|308 S. Church St. 10:00 A.M. LOS ANGELES — | Worner Screening Room {2025 S Vermont Ave. | 2-00 P.M. aaa 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm.|1715 Bivd. of Allies | 1:30PM 
CHICAGO . Warner Screening Room |1307 So. Wabash Ave. | 1:30PM = MEMPHIS 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. [151 Vonce Ave 1O40AM cate same = ny — shar : 9 Pon — St. amok 

CINCINNATH — [RKO Poloce Th. Bldg. | Screening Room €. 6th | 8:00PM. MILWAUKEE — [Wormer Th. Sc Rm. [212 W. Wisconsin Ave.] 2.00PM San BRANCISCO | Pormmony tc mone love cde cen a 
: amount Sc. ve | 1:30PM, 
CLEVELAND Warner Screening Room | 2300 Poyne Ave. 8:00PM. MINNEAPOLIS Warner Screening Room | 1000 Currie Ave 2:00PM statis Jewel Box Sc. Room 2318 Second Ave 10-30 AM 
DALLAS 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm.| 1803 Wood St. 2.00P.M. NEW HAVEN = [Worner Th Proj. Rm. 170 College St 200P-M == $T. LOUIS S'rence Sc. Room 3143 Olive St 9:30AM 
DENVER Paramount Sc. Room — | 2100 Stout St, 2:00P.M = NEW ORLEANS = | 20th Contury-Fox Sc Rm.|200 5. Liberty $1. 8:00PM = WASHINGTON =| Warner Th. Bldg 13th SE St WW. | 10:30AM 

* We're All Behind Properteer week, rey? 20-27 + No Bigotry In America! 
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| Picture 


Grosses 





week, huge $23,000, new house 
record. . 

Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Whiplash” (WB). So-so $10,000. 
Last week, “Don Juan” (WB) (2d 


=a | Wk), Okay $9,000. 





Transit Strike Sloughs = { 


Philly; 0’Flynn’ $18,000, 
Boy’ 116, ‘Decision’ 166 


Philadelphia, Feb. 15. | 

Film grosses plummeted this 
week with long-awaited transit 
strike immobilizing all trolley, bus, 
subway and elevated trains here. | 
There is still no relief in sight, ! 





SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 10) 
$13,000. Last week, “Stay Happy” 
(‘U) and “Indian Agent” (RKO), 
(4th wk), in 6 days got oke $3,300 
at 50-84c scale. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 50-84)— 
“Paisan” (Indie) and “Rose of 
Yukon” (Rep) (2d wk). Solid 
$10,000 in 8 days. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 50-84)— 
“Chicken Every Sunday” (20th) 


with Yellow Cab taxi drivers walk- land “Last Wild Horses” (SG). Oke 


ing out the first of this week. First- 
runs were worst hit, with biz down 
40-50% over the weekend. 

Outstanding exception “Red | 
Shoes” at Trans-Lux, advance sale 
virtually assuring big carriage 
trade. Nabe houses were principal 
beneficiaries of strike since many, 
unable to reach work, sought di- 
version at film houses. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-99)—“‘Boy 
With Green Hair” (RKO). Fair 


$11,000. Last week, “Hamlet” (U) | 


(11th wk), fine $12,000. 


Areadia (S&S) (700; 50-94)— 
“Words and Music” (M-G). Mild! 
$3,500. Last week, “Don Juan” 
(WB), $4,200. 


Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—‘En- 
chantment” (RKO). Nice $19,000 or 
near. Last week, “Tatlock’s Mil- 
lions” (Par) (2d wk), $15,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99) — 
“Fighting O’Flynn” (U),~ trim 
$18,000. Last week, “Whiplash” 
((WB) (2d wk), $15,000. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—‘‘Snake 


Pit” (20th) (4th wk). Okay $12,000 | 


for last 5 days. Last week, smash 


$25,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99)—‘‘Accused” (Par) (3d wk). 
Only $8,500. Last week, 
$15,000. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 90- 


$1.80)—“Joan of Arc” (RKO) (8th 
wk). Fine $9,000. Last week, strong 


neat $5,500. 


$2.40)—“Red Shoes” (EL) (8th wk). 
Holding up in sock style at $10,000. 
Last week, $11,000. 


CHICAGO 


(Continued from page 11) 
eg ee $7,000. Last week, 


$9. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Stagecoach” (UA) and “Long 
Voyage Home” (RKO) (reissues) 
(2d wk). Fine $11,000. Last week, 
$17,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400: 50-98) 
“Letter to Three Wives” (20th) with 
vaude (2d wk). Neat $43,000. Last 
week, $51,000. 

(2,500; 





Palace (RKO) 50-98)— 
“Dear To My Heart” (RKO). Tidy 
$24,000, being helped by smart 


campaign. Last week, “Boy with 
Green Hair’ (RKO) (2d_ wk), 
$17,000. 


Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 50-98)—‘In 
Navy” (U) and “Who Done It” (U) 
(reissues). Excellent $12,500. Last 
week, $6,200 in 5 days. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-938)— 
“Flaxy Martin” (WB) and “Parole 
Inc.” (EL). Fair $12,000. Last week, 
“Shockproof” (Col) and “Slightly 
French” (Col) (2d wk), $9,000. 


Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (8th 
wk). Crisp $14,000. Last week, 
$15,000. 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 


—‘‘Red Pony” (Rep) (2d wk). 
Hearty $16,000. Last week, big 
$22,000. 

Surf (Indie) (650-85) — ‘Four 


Steps in Clouds” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Mildish $3,000 or near. Last week, 
$3,500. 

United Artists (B&K) 
50-98)—“Own True Love” (Par) 
(2d wk). Thin $8,000. Last week, 
slight $13,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073: 98)— 
*Red River” (UA) (8th wk). Staying 
over extra week with handsome 
$14,000 in sight. Last week, 
$16,000. 

World (Indie) (587; 80)—“Paisan”’ 
(Indie) (5th wk). Savory $7,000. Last 
week, $8,000. 


Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 


$10,000 or less. Last week, “Don 

Juan” (WB) and  “Cristopher 

Blake” (2d wk), okay $6,200. 
Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 34-59) 


—‘Blood On Moon” (RKO) and 
“Don’t Trust Husband” (UA) (2d 
runs). Good $4,500. Last week, 


“Drive By Night” (WBY and “An- 
gels Dirty Faces” (WB) (reissues), 


$4,000. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 50-84)-— 
“Criss Cross” (U) and “Trouble 
Makers” (Mono). Sturdy $10,000. 


Last week, “Red Witch” (Rep) and 
“Angel on Amazon” (Rep), (2d wk), 
big $9,600 in 10 days. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 50-84) 
—‘‘Road House” (20th) and “Un- 
faithfully Yours” (20th) (2d runs). 
Okay $3,500. Last week, ‘‘Hap- 
pened one Night” (Col) and “An- 
gels Have Wings” (Col) (reissues), 
$3,800. 


D.C. Dull; ‘Sun’ Not Up 
To Hopes, Mild $10,000; 
‘Accused’ NSG at 14G 


Washington, Feb. 15. 
Town's biz is on downbeat, main- 





“Chicken Every Sunday” looks like 
best of lot this session although 
|/only moderate. “Paleface” is do- 
ing a strong second week. “Sun 
Comes Up” looks mild on first 


(20th) 
Tops in town with 


“Chicken Every Sunday” 
plus vaude. 


on same scale in National. 
week, $5,500. 


'“Joan of Arc” (RKO) (4th wk). 


'Down to $14,000 after fine $17,000 | 85)—“Dear Secretary” (UA), 


last week. 


Last 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 76-$1.40)— 5 d 


Roxy (Durwood) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Great in House” (UA) and “Lady 
of Burlesque” (UA) (reissues) with 
Ruth Warrick making personal ap- 
pearances four days. Nifty $5,000. 
Last week, “Sahara” (Col) and 
“Destroyer” (Col) (reissues), steady 
$4,000. 

Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
Midwest) (2,100, 2,043, 700; 45-65) 
—‘Wake of Red Witch” (Rep). 
'Great $20,000 or better. Gets move- 





PIT’ GIANT $26,500, 
DENVER; ‘MUSIC’ 216 


at iat _ * ‘ 
“Snake Pit” is landing to 
money here this week, with big to 
smash biz at three houses. “Words 
and Music” shapes sock at Or- 
pheum. “Enchantment” is doing 
well enough at the Broadway to 
hold. Letup in cold weather is 
helping trade in general. 
Estimates for This Week 





“Snake Pit’ (20th), day-date with 
‘Denver, Esquire. Smash $6,000, 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— | 





Trust Decrees 


Continued from page 5 


atres and to the theatres of one 
another or to discriminate against 
the independent exhibitors. 

“The circuits remaining after 
the termination of partnerships 
and local monopolies and the open- 
ing up of closed situations will be 
under no obligation to play the 
| pictures of their former parent 
/'companies and can buy and book 





'pictures solely in their own inter- 
‘est. Thus the controlled market 


lover. Tower plays film dual with| and holding. Last week, “Fighter | will be destroyed and the producers 
\“Trouble Preferred” (20th). Last | Squadron” (WB) and “Embraceable | wij] have to make pictures for sale 


‘week, “Wonderful Urge” (20th), 


| $14,000. 


‘Married’ Lusty $21,000 
Paces Port.; ‘Juan’ 116 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 15. 





nice coin to first runs this week 
despite the bad weather. ‘Every 


in two theatres. ‘Don 


| Secretary” looks disappointing at 
United Artists. 


Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50-85) 
—‘Don Juan” 


|Last week, 


(M-G) and “Piccadilly ~ Incident” 
(M-G) (4 days) (2d wk), Good 
$6,500. 

Guild (Parker) (427: 50-85) — 


“Dulcimer Street” (U) and “Snow- 
bound” (U). So-so $2,100. Last 





week, “Hamlet” (U) (6th Wk), big | 


$9,500 at upped scale. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85)— 
| ‘Unknown Island” (FC) and “The 
| Judge” (FC). Modest $4,800. Last 
week, “Hills of Home” (M-G) and 


trim, ly because of several holdovers. | “Fighting Mad” (Mono), $4,500. 


| Music Box (H-E) (1,000; 50-85)— 


| ‘Best Years” (RKO) and “Blondie’s | 


, Secret” (Col) (2d wk) (m.o.). Good 
| $3,500. Last week, fine $4,300. 


12,500. , - 3°! Oriental (H-E) (2,000; 50-85) — | 
. Keith’s (Goldman) (1,300; 50-99) | National week. “Joan of Arc” is|“fyery Girl Married” iRKO) and 
—“Command Decision” (M-G).| doing nicely considering in fourth|«Bungalow 13” (20th). day-date 
Barely okay $16,000 or less. Last round. with Paramount. Terrific $8,000 or 
week, “She” (RKO) and “Last Days Estimates for This Week \close. Last week, “Snake Pit” 
Pompeii” (RKO) (reissues) (3d wk), Capitol ‘Loew’s) (2,434; 44-80)—| (20th) and “I Surrender, Dear” 


| (Col), (2d wk), excellent $4,500. 
| Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 


“Man from Colorado” (Col) (2d | moderate $20,000 for 614 days,| “Whiplash” (WB) and “Trouble 
wk). Thin $16,000. Last week, neat giving way Wednesday night to| Makers” (Mono). Okay $7,000. Last 
$25,000. brass hat preem of “Command| week, “Dark Past” (Col) and 
ar rincess (WB) (450; 35-80) — Decision (M-G). Last week, “Act| ‘Slightly French” (Col) (6 days), | 
Paisan” (Indie) (8th wk). Strong; of Violence’ (M-G) plus vaude, | $6,000. 
ag ro a a ‘in he $21,000. gr emaent (H-E) (3,400; 50-85) — 
PO ssa: (2,950; 50-99) Columbia (Loew's) (1,263; 44-74) | Every Girl Married” (RKO) and 
ade Cross’ (U) (2d wk). Off —‘Snake Pit” (20th) (2d run),|. Bungalow 13” (20th), also Or- 
poco gp 4 on $16,000. Last week, Good $6,500 for fourth downtown |i€ntal. Torrid $13,000. Last week, 
if ga (1.475: 50-99) _week. Last week, fine $9,500. a wees - em and ‘I Sur- 
“Unknown Island” UFC) (2d wk).| ¢,DUpont, (Lopert) (376;  $1.20-| "Playhouse (H-E) (1200: 50.80) 
Dropped to $8,000. Last week, | $2.40)—"Red Shoes” (EL) (6th wk).| “Snake Pit” (20th) and “I Sur- 
strong $14,000. ’, Sull surprise of town, doing $5,000| render Dear” (Col) (m.o.). Stren 
Trans-Lux (T-L) (500: $1.20- !" this house after extended run $3,000 or over. Last week, “Pale- 


face” (Par) and “Manhattan Angel” 
(Col) (2d wk) (m.o.), big $2,500 in 





ays. 
United Artists (Parker) (895: 50- 

Dis- 
week, 


(appointing $5,500. Last 


| Little (Lopert) (287; $1.20-$2.40) | “Kissing Bandit” (M-G) (9 days), 


'_—‘‘Hamlet” (U) (17th wk). 

sharply to $2,500 
$4,000 last week. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,163; 44-74) 
—‘The Plunderers” (Rep). 
$7,500. Last week, “John Loves 
Mary” (WB), $7,000. 

National (Heiman) (1,600; 44-74) 
—‘‘Sun Comes Up” (MG). Mild 
$10,000 as this house reopens on a 
|firstrun grind policy after two- 
| week shutdown. Previously, the 
| National had experimented with 
roadshow, reserved seat policy for 
| pix. 
| Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74)— 
| “Paleface” (Par) (2d wk). Hand- 
'some $19,000 for last eight days, 
| following sock $28,000 first week. 
| Playhouse (Lopert) (432; 50-85) 
'—‘Symphonie Pastorale” (Indie). 
Thin $3,500 for 6 days. Last week, 
“Don’t Take It to Heart” (EL), 
fine $8,000 for 814 days. 

Warner (WB) (2,154; 44-74)— 
“The Accused” (Par). 
ing $14,000. Last week; “Wake 
'Red Witch” (Rep) (2d wk), nice 
$10,000 in 5 days following sock 
$21,000 opener. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (650; 44-80)— 
“Enchantment” (RKO) (8th wk). 
, Off to $6,500 after good $7,000 
seventh week. 





__ KANSAS CITY 


(Continued from page 11) 


(1.700; |$7,000, and huge for this little half of 


| house. 
| Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65)— 
'““Wizard of Oz” (M-G) (reissue) and 
“Racing Luck” (Col) with Jane 
| Powell making two p.a.’s Friday. 
Average $13,000. Last w . 
“Shockproof” (Col) and “Slightly 
French” (Col), modest $12,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 50-$1.25) 


—‘“Joan of Arc” (RKO) (2d wk). ter will return to the h.o. within a | $11,500. 
:Great $15,000 via upped scale. Last week or so. 


Disappoint- | 


Fell off | Slim $6,000. 
after strong 





OMAHA 


Nice | (Continued from page 11) 


| Shockproof” (Col) and “Slightly 
| French” (Col). Okay $6,000. Last 
| week, “Don Juan” (WB) and 
| ‘“Blondie’s Secret” (Col), $8,500. 
State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65)— 
i “Criss Cross” (U) and “Shut Big 
| Mouth” (Indie). Opened today 
_(Tues.). Last week, “Three God- 
bos? Shon and “About Face” 
| (Indie wk), good $4,000. Fi 
| week, $5,500. . : cia 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,100: 16-65) 
—‘Snake Pit” (20th) (m.o.) and 
“Gay Intruders” (20th). Strong 
$9,500. Last week, “Kiss Blood Off 
Hands” (U) and “Lightnin’ in 
a (Rep), $8,500. 
undee (Goldberg) (660: $1.40- 
noon sagan > fu) (2d a 
00 000. First week 
| $e 000. » Smash 


| Netter 

















Continued from page 5 


has now assumed operation of the 
Butterfield circuit. 

Netter shares with Edward C. 
Hyman the job of liaison with Par’s 
pards. His sector was the southern 
the country while Hyman 
‘handles the balance. Chores would 
be made unnecessary when the 
company liquidates its partner- 
ships. 

Hyman is expected to assume an 
important spot in the new theatre 


company when it is formed under | 


the proposed consent degree. 


(WB) and “Chris- | 
| topher Blake’ (WB). Sock $11,000. 
“Three Godfathers” | 


| You” (WB) (m.o.), big $5,000. 
Broadway (Cinema) (1,500; 35-74) 
'_. “Enchantment” (RKO). Fine 
'$10,000. Holds over. Last week, 
'“San Francisco” (M-G) and “Night 
‘at Opera” (M-G) (reissues), fine 
$8,000. 

| Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-74) 
|'—“Accused” (Par). Thin $9,500. 


| (2d wk), okay $12,000. 


| Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— 


| Secret” (Col), big $16,000. 
| Esquire (Fox) (742; .35-74)— 
“Snake Pit’ (20th), also Denver, 
| Aladdin. Great $3,500. Last week, 
“Don Juan” (WB) and ‘Blondie’s 
Secret” (Col), good $2,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
\“Words and Music” (M-G) and 
| ‘Adventures Silverado” (Col). 
| Socko $21,000, and stays a second. 
Last week, ‘Luxury Liner’ (M-G) 
and “No Minor Vices’ (M-G) (2d 
wk), $11,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
i“Unknown Island” (FC) and 
“Miraculous Journey” (FC), day- 
date with Webber. Solid $12,000 or 
over. Last week, “Untamed Breed” 
(Col) and “Gallant Blade” (Col), 
| same. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—“Un- 
\tamed Breed” (Col) and “Gallant 
| Blade” (Col) (m.o.). Slight $2,500. 
Last week, “Dakota” (RKO) and 
| “Nevada” (RKO), big $5,000. 


| Vogue (Art Cinema) (600; 60-90) 


|—“Know Where I’m Going” 
| Fair $2,000. Last week, ‘“Mikado” 
|(U) (3d wk), big $3,000. 

| Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—‘“Un- 
| known Island” (FC) and ‘‘Miracu- 
|\lous Journey” (FC), also Para- 
| mount. Big $3,500. Last week, ‘“‘Don 
Juan” (WB) and “Blondie’s Secret” 
(Col), good $2,500. 


LOS ANGELES 


(Continued from page 10) 





200. 
Palace (D’town) (1,191; $1-$1.80) 
—‘Joan Arc” (RKO) (8th wk). 


as $6,500. Last week, nice $7,- 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 60-$1)— 
“Every Girl Married” (RKO) and 
“Rusty Saves Life’ (Col) (2d wk). 
Down to $16,000. Last week, sock 
$24,100. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,398; 60-$1) 
—‘“Wake Red Witch” (Rep) and 
“Rose Yukon” (Rep) (2d wk). Good 
+ pmae Last week, rousing $29,- 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) 
(1,451; 60-$1)—“‘Wake Red Witch” 
(Rep) (2d wk). Nice $12,500. Last 
week, solid $17,200. 

RKO Hillstreet 
50-80)—“Every 


(RKO) (2,890: 
Girl Married” 
(RKO) and “Rusty Saves Life” 
(Col) (2d wk). Medium $14,500. 
Last week, good $20,300. 

Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 60-$1)—‘‘Bad 
Men Tombstone” (Mono) and “Be- 
trayed” (Mono) (reissue) (2d wk). 
Only $2,500 in 5 days. Last week, 
mild $6,200. 

Studio City (FWC) (880; 60-$1)— 
“Bad Men Tombstone” (Mono) and 
“Betrayed” (Mono) (reissue) (2d 
wk). Mild $2,500 in 5 days. Last 
week, fair $4,400. 

United Artists (UA) (2,100; 60-$1) 
—‘‘Bad Men Tombstone” (Mono) 
and “Betrayed” (Mono) (reissue) 
(2d wk). Oke $7,500 in 5 days. Last 
week, pert $16,600. 
| Uptown (FWC) (1,719: 60-$1)— 
| “Chicken Every Sunday” (20th) and 
| ‘‘Miss Mink 1949” (20th). Light 
| $7,500. Last week, “Wonderful 
| Urge” (20th) and “Incident” (Mono) 
'(10 days), $8,500. 

Vogue (FWC) (885; 60-85)—“An- 
gel on Amazon” (Rep) and “Last 
Bandit” (Rep). Dim $2,500. Last 
week, “Shockproof” (Col) and 
“Slightly French” (Col), $4,100. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 60-$1)— 
“Three Godfathers” (M-G) and 
“High Fury” (UA). Nice $12,000. 
Last week, “Words and Music” 
(M-G) (4th wk-4 days), $4,700. 

Wiltern (WB) (2,300; 60-$1)— 








Last week, “Don Juan” 
(WB) (3d wk), $5,900. 


(U). | 


and “Slightly French” (Col), $10,- 


ion their merits in a competitive 
|market. The first and most impor- 
| tant result, therefore, should be an 
|improvement in the quality of the 
product. 

| “Perhaps the worst feature of 
‘the monopoly that has gripped the 
‘industry for so many years is the 
| marked reduction in the number 


Good pictures are bringing in| Last week, “Sealed Verdict” (Par) | of feature pictures released. By 


ordering extendeg runs in their 
own theatres, by discriminatory 


Girl Should Be Married” is sock | “Snake Pit” (20th), also Aladdin, | moveovers, the delayed availabili- 


Juan” | Esquire. Big $17,000. Last week, | ties for subsequent runs, the mar- 
shapes smash at Broadway. “Dear|“Don Juan” (WB) and “Blondie’s| ;et has been starved; and costs 


| have been cut to the bone and pro- 
\ducer profits have soared because 
many theatres have had to subsist 
‘largely on reissues. All this has 
'made possible the producers’ high 
'earnings, their fantastic salaries 
land bonuses and the wasteful 
methods which have been so long 
‘tolerated that they have become a 
part of the American folklore. 
| “With the screens of the rem- 
‘nants of the erstwhile affiliated 
circuits no longer tied to particu- 
lar products and open to meritori- 
ous pictures from any and all 
| sources, it is reasonable to expect 


| that the supply of motion pictures 

| will again become equal to the de- 

| mand.” 

| Slapping at the proposed arbitra- 
tion plan, Myers commented: “In- 
ured to brazenness as one in this 
industry soon becomes, it never- 
theless came as a shock when Par- 
amount, Loew’s, 20th Century-Fox 
and Warner Bros. proposed a so- 
called arbitration system contain- 
ing substantive provisions wholly 
at variance with the Supreme 
Court’s decision ...Allied prompt- 
ly protested this proposal, although 
this probably was unnecessary, for 
it is inconceivable that the Attor- 
ney-General would countenance or 
the District Court approve a plan 

| which, in effect, reverses the Su- 

| preme Court.” 


20th Using 


Continued from page 5 
that outside product any longer.” 
He revealed 20th will make an 
|average of five or six pictures 
yearly in England, plus several in 
France and one or two in Italy, 
and hopes eventually to send pro- 
duction crews to Sweden, Austria 
and other foreign countries as well. 
| Twentieth prexy said he had 
‘huddled with company officials in 
Paris and had also talked with J. 
Arthur Rank and Sir Alexander 
Korda in London, but declined to 
divulge the nature of those talks. 
|He said the British film boxoffice 
,is “back to normalcy,” same as in 
‘the U. S., adding that business in 
this country since the first of the 
year is about the same as it was 
during the similar period in 1948. 
Skouras termed that “highly sat- 
isfactory.” 

He gave the first official con- 
firmation to reports that Al Licht- 
man, who resigned his post with 
the Metro studio exec board, would 
come over to 20th on March 1. 
According to Skouras, Lichtman 
will sign a year’s contract as a 
“business consultant” and _ will 
| headquarter in N. Y. He empha- 
sized that Lichtman’s joining 20th 
would not affect the status of sales 
manager Andy W. Smith, Jr. 

Skouras declared also that 20th 
‘is trimming co-op advertising to 
| the bone, entering into such deals 
| with exhibitors henceforth only on 
_certain pictures and in certain sit- 
| uations. He explained that 20th, 
jin doing so, was only reverting to 
the ad-publicity policy in effect be- 
fore the war. Cutback in co-op ads, 
he said, was the reason for trim- 
ming 20th’s field exploitation staff. 

He spent the greater part of the 
press meet depicting the cere- 
monies attendant to the enthrone- 
ment in Constantinople of Athen- 
agoras I as patriarch of the Greek 
'Orthodox Church, which he at- 
‘tended at the special invitation of 
the priest. Skouras goes to the 























| 
| 








Net- “John Loves Mary” (WB). Medium | Coast next week to attend the Na- 
‘tional Theatres convention in Hol- 
| lywood. 
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ager here, fined $100 and placed | 





Film Row 
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NEW YORK 


E. H. Brauer, former Republic 
branch manager in Indianapolis, 
made new manager at company’s 
Atlanta office. Gayland “Jack” 
Dowd replaces him. New appoint- 
ments were announced by James 
R. Grainger, Rep’s sales chief. Lat- 
ter is now on tour of branches in 
Atlanta, New Orleans, Chicago and 
Detroit, and not due back until 
March 1. 

Fourth and final regional meet- 
ing of EL polished off yesterday 
(Tues.) in San Francisco with Wil- 


| 
} 


liam J. Heineman, distribution 
veepee, wielding the gavel. Heine- 
man, L. Jack Schlaifer, general 


sales manager, and Fred Stein, spe- 
cial sales rep, are due back in N. Y. 
today (Wed.) following the close 
of the meet. Series of huddles were 
timed to discuss EL’s new product 
including a batch of pix taken over 
from David O. Selznick. John Leo | 
upped to the newly-created post of | 
special rep for Schlaifer. His sec- 
tor takes in San Francisco, Los An- 
geles, Portland, Seattle, Denver 
and Salt Lake City. Leo previously 
served in EL’s Frisco exchange | 
sales manager. 
E. H. Brauer Republic branch 
manager in Atlanta and Gayland | 
Jack Dowd new Indianapolis 
branch manager; Brauer was for- 
merly manager in Indianapolis. 
Seymour Schussell resigned as 


Mo and Morris Wax. Berk & Krum- 
gold were agents on the deal. 
J. Frederick Zimmerman, Jr., 


New York and Philadelphia theatre | 


man, who died in Palm Springs, 
Dec. 12, left an estate upwards of 
$381,334 to his widow. : 

Occupants on south side of Vine 
Street, local Flm Row, received 
notices from the State to vacate 
on or before March 1. Proposed 
widening of street into main boul- 
evard is reason for order. 

Leo Posel, indie exhibitor, is 
chairman of the Deborah Sani- 
tarium building program, which 
would raise $500,000. 

Mort Magill, former branch 
manager of Film Classics, is going 
into distributing, having bought a 
half interest in Principal Films, 
with David Molliver as partner. 

Ulrick Smith, Paramount man- 


ager here, is industry chairman 
for this district on Brotherhood 
Week. 


Indicative of what stores on 
Chestnut Street think of Keith's 
transformation into a firstrun is 
seen by all shop windows in the 
block carrying displays welcoming 
“Command Decision” to Keith’s. 
Ted Venett, Goldman press agent, 
set tie-up. 


| MINNEAPOLIS 


Sharp decline in entertainment 
spending in Minnesota is being re- 


flected in internal revenue collec- | 


on six months’ probation after he | 
| pleaded guilty to charges of turn-| 
ing in a false fire alarm. 
| Ruby Goldstein is new manager | 
of Carver and Pix. 
_ Nate Talcott named manager of. 
Apollo, 

Jess Simon upped to 
booker at Metro exchange. 

Clifford Perry, formerly booker | 
/ salesman for Metro here, succeeded | 
the late Gilbert L. Becker as office | 
manager for branch. 

| 


head | 


Bill Danziger to Accomp 
Shuford on Par Trek West 


William Danziger, newly-named 
exploitation manager for Para- 
mount, will accompany Stanley 
Shuford, ad chief, to the Coast to 
join in studio huddles slated for 
the end of the month. Shuford and 
Danziger will make a number of 
stopoffs at exchanges en route. 
Following the close of the Coast 
meets, Danziger plans a swing 
through several western branches 


| 
|| Ingrid-Rossellini 














Continued from page 3 


an interest in swinging the deal 
in that direction. 

With telephone wires almost con- 
stantly hot between principals on 
the Coast and lawyers in the east, 
and vice versa, the whole affair 
was a negotiators’ field day, no one 
seemingly being sure at any par- 


Leo Carrilo was m. ¢. at show) 
when Chrysler Corp. showed its | 
Silver Anniversary models at Ma-| 
sonic Temple. 

William Johnson appointed man- 





before heading home. 

Danziger comes to Par from a | ticular moment what the exact 
copy desk at Buchanan & Co., | state of affairs was. Among other 
where he was handling ads for | angles, Rossellini, who was to have 
the company. Last year he served | gone back to Italy a week ago, was 


ager of the Elliott. | 
Joseph Urban takes over as man- 
ager of Castle. 


WINNIPEG 


Managerial changes at four 
Western Theatres Ltd., houses 
‘here. B. Freedman replaced Lou | 


Miles at Palace, latter joining | 
Winnipeg office of Cardinal Films. | 
W. Russell made Starland man-| 
ager, replacing Mark Kramer. Don 
Drawson appointed Roxy manager. | 
|Fred Woodhall, formerly assistant | 
| manager at Rio, made Plaza man- | 
ager, taking Drawson’s old spot. | 














Majors’ Attorneys 


§——— Continued from page 5 Gaeame | 











that we control specific markets,” 
in the words of one of the attor- | 
neys active in the case. This attor- | 


a stint at Par as executive pub- 
licity aide. He will work directly 
under Shuford. 


At the same time, Sid Mesibov, | 


former ass’t exploitation chief, has 
been assigned exclusively to the 
spot of commercial promotion man- 
ager. He will work under Ben 
Washer, Par’s h.o. publicity man- 
ager. 














Oscar Derby 


Continued from page 4 

















Lopert Films. Story by Frances and 
Robert Flaherty. 
“The Naked City’ (U), Malvin Wald. 
“Red River’ (Monterey Productions- 
UA), Borden Chase. 
“Red Shoes” (Eagle Lion-Rank), Emeric 
Pressburger. 
“The Search” (Metro), Richard Schweit- 
zer and David Wechsler. 
Cinematography (Black and White) 
“4 Foreign Affair” (Par), C. B. Lang, Jr. 
“I Remember Mama” (RKO), Nicholas 


tions. Those for January are sub-|ney sees Par’s settlement making | Musuraca. 


“Portrait of Jennie” (Selznick), Joseph 


Eagle Lion N. Y. district manager, ‘stantially behind those for corre-| “a tremendous difference.” Par, he | august 


effective March 11. 
named yet. In another EL sales de- 
partment switch, James R. Velde, 
salesman in Pittsburgh, was upped 
to branch manager at Des Moines; 
succeeds Mayo Beatty, resigned be- 
cause of illness. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Harold Goldman has closed a 
longterm lease for the 1,600-seat 
Lincoln and will convert it into the 
first Spanish-language 
Philly. Goldman, N. Y., theatre 
Operator, has arranged for the ap- 
pearance of Spanish and Mexican 
film stars. House is currently shut- 
tered for repair work. Property is 
owned by Keamco, Inc., headed by 


No successor | 
| and 


house in| 


| sponding period in 1948. Circuit 
independents say despite 
| Srosses running 10% behind same 
| period a year ago, top films largely 
| continue to hold their own. 
| Minnesota Amus. Co. has several 
| partnerships in this territory that 
| would be split up under terms of 
| proposed Paramount consent de- 
| cree. Among them are E. R. Ru- 
| ben’s Welworth circuit (two La- 
Crosse, Wis., houses), and Nich- 
| Olas’ estate (two Fairmont, Minn., 
theatres). 

Arthur Anderson, 
branch manager, 


Warners 


sales manager. 


E. G. Fitzgibbon, of Chicago, in | 4¢l. 
town blowing horn for ‘‘Whisper- | 


ing Smith,” new Par opus. 











New York Theatres 


pointing out the policy is illega 
;now, North Central Allied for 
| warded evidence to the Depart 
| ment 
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A VICTOR FLEMING PRODUCTION _ 
COLOR BY TECHNICOLOR : Cast OF 







ANOREW SOLT + ort direction by 
|ARO DAY JOSEPH VALENTINE, A S.C. 


+ director of photogrephy 
Produced by WALTER WANGER Directed by VICTOR FLEMING 


Brevented by SIERRA PICTURES, inc. + released by MKD RADIO PICTURES 
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Gregory Peck Richard Widmark Anne Baxter 


“YELLOW SKY’”’ 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture 
onstace DANNY KAYE 
=e ROX Y 7th Ave. & 
— ma —— 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


Rockefeller Center 


Jeanne CRAIN - Linda DARNELL 
Ann SOTHERN 


“ALETTER 10 THREE WIVES” 


Kirk Douglas - Paul Douglas - Jeffrey Lynn 




















|} Major company 
| Minneapolis presented a contrac 
to a Minnesota small-town exhibi 


other pictures for $400. 

Morrie Steinman 
RKO 
Classics sales manager here. 

Charlie Wiener, SRO branch 
manager, rejoined United Artists 
here, replacing salesman Frank 
Eisenberg, who quit to run his re- 
cently acquired theatre at Wash- 
burn, Wis. 


BOSTON 


American Theatres Corp. moved 
from 60 Scollay Square where 
they were part of M&P Theatres 
| for 18 years to a°newly renovated 
| building on Washington Street 





| of circuit. Samuel Pinanski is 
| prexy of company. 

The Boston district office of 
SRO consolidated with the local | 
Eagle Lion exchange for all phys-. 
— distribution of Selznick prod- 
uct. 

Julian Eaton, former assistant 
at Warner, Lynn, made manager 
of Capitol, Everett, also WB house; 
replaces Royce Beckman, trans- 
ferred to Warner as full manager. 

“Portrait of Jennie” relights the 
American Theatre’s Esquire March 
1, running day-date with the down- 
town Modern on a special engage- | 
ment. First venture of the newly- | 
formed ATC in roadshowing a film. | 





KANSAS CITY | 


- Fox Midwest switches policy at 


its Apollo, subsequent-run, to bring 
in “Hamlet” on a two-a-day plan. | 


New city, censor, Mrs. Lora G. | 
Murrell, was appointed on a mid-| 
dle-of-the-road course policy. Pri-| 





A 20th Century-Fox Picture 
SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 
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DARRYL F. ZARUCK presents 
OLIVIA de HAVILLAND 


7 
the Suake Pit 
at ware ue wc su 20> 
WMATOLE LITVAK « AMATOLE LITVAK & ROBERT GASSLER 


FAIVOU- 


mary desire will be to maintain | 


|a high standard of films, according | timore, where indies and affiliates | 
|to Mrs. Murrell, following retire- | divide first-run. 
ment of Mrs. Eleanore C. Walton. one theatre, Loew's two and the | snider: audible effects, Roger Heman. 





to Chicago for | 
confabs with Roy Haines, western 


of Justice alleging that a 
salesman out of 


tor setting a $350 price on a film | United Artists, and one of the five 
after having offered this and nine | largest circuits of theatres has be- 


resigned as first-run theatres in 29 of the 92 
salesman to become Filny largest cities, including Cincinnati, 


' said, is going to give up many the- | 
|atres while the others will become | 
‘real indies, thus tremendously di- | 
| luting affiliate holdings. 


| Chances for Warners dickering | 
| for a deal now also appear slighter | 
following the filing of its brief this 
week. Repeatedly, that document | 
|refers to the RKO consent decree | 
|as bringing about a changed situa- 
ition which further negates the Gov- 
ernment charge of monopoly. Since | 
'Par’s theatre holdings are far | 
greater than RKO’s WB’s line of 
argument is greatly strengthened 
by the former’s proposed peace 


WB’s Contention 
| “By the RKO corsent decree, 


Fighting forcing of pictures and! the situation as disclosed by the 


l! former trial has necessarily 
“| changed,’”’ Warners argues in its 
brief. ‘For, by that decree one of 
the five largest producers has been 
t| added to the ‘little three’ triumvi- 
.| rate of Universal, Columbia and 


/come independent—a ‘circuit with 


ing" ‘owning defendants and large cir- 
| next door to the Pilgrim, flagship | 


| where it operated all of the first- 
run theatres.” 

Referring also to the end of part- 
‘nership holdings, Warners goes on 
/to say: “Such radical alterations in 
'the business resulting from changes 
| of theatre holdings, plus the effects 
‘of voluntary changes of licensing 
'practices which certain defendants 


“Johnny Belinda” (WB), Ted McCord. 


| still in Hollywood and staying at 
| the home of Miss Bergman and her 
|husband, Dr. Peter Lindstrom. 


| All parties agreed that there 
wasn’t any single point on which 
negotiations had bogged, but that 
|a whole variety of minor issues had 
| arisen and efforts were being made 
'to untangle them. How successful 
all the attorneys and negotiators 
were in unraveling the skein would 
determine the ultimate outcome. 
Final word may be given by to- 
night (Wednesday). 


Silberberg, Lew Wasserman, of 


Music Corp. of America, Miss 
Bergman’s. agent, and Dr. Lind- 
strom, appear- to have come up 


with a number of demands regard- 
ing distribution of the film that 
have proved an important stumb- 
ling block. Original deal was that 
Goldwyn was to have domestic 
rights and Lopert was to have the 
| agency for sale of foreign distribu- 
| tion rights. Apparently, Miss Berg- 
| man’s team wanted certain guar- 





“Naked City” (Mark Hellinger-U), Wil-| antees that Goldwyn and Lopert 


liam Daniels. 
Cinematography (Color) 


“Green Grass of Wyoming” 
Charles G. Clarke. 


“Joan of Arc” (RKO), Joseph .Valentine, | 


Wm. V. Skal and Winton Hoch. 

4 “Loves of Carmen” (Col), William Sny- 
er. 
“Three Robert 

Planck. 


Musketeers” (Metro), 


Documentary Production 
(Short Subjects) 


(20th), | 


| weren’t prepared to give. 

Combined with these technical 
| points is the matter of personali- 
ities, with each of the four prin- 
cipals noted for the strength of his 
‘character. Add to that the ‘“too- 
| many-cooks-etc.” factor, the varied 


| interests of the participants, and 





“Heart to Heart,” Fact Film Organiza-| the complexity of the negotiations 


tion. Herbert Morgan, producer. 
“Operation Vittles,” U. 
Force. 
“Toward Independence,” U. S. Army. 
Documentary (Feature) 
“The Quiet One” 
Janice Loeb, producer. 


“The Secret Land” (U.S. Navy-Metro), | tions got too thick. His 


o. O. Dull, producer. 


‘ Short Subjects 
' 


(Cartoons) 


S. Army Air | 


becomes obvious. 


Rossellini, who went to the 
Coast without an attorney, quickly 


(Mayer-Burstyn), | acquired one when the complica- 


man is 
Julius Patrosso, attorney for the 
| Italian consulate in Los Angeles. 


“The Little Orphan” (M-G-M), Fred | Representing Lopert was Seymour 


| Quimby 


| “Mickey and the Seal,” Walt Disney 
RKO). 


zer. producer. 
“Robin Hoodlum” (Col. 


| (RKO 
(One-Reel) 
“Annie Was a Wonder” (Metro), Herbert 
Moulton, producer. 


|M. Peyser, v.p. and general coun- 
sel for Lopert Films, Inc., and 


“Mouse Wreckers,” (WB), Edward Sel- | member of the New York firm of 


| Phillips, Nizer, Benjamin & Krim., 


Ken» for Two Hundred,” Walt Disney | He was on the Coast all last week, 


| returning Saturday, when he re- 
| layed his power to Leon Kaplan, of 


“Cinderella Horse” (WB), Gordon Hol- the Coast firm of Kaplan, Living- 


lingshead, producer. 

‘So You Want to Be on the Radio” 
(WB), Gordon Hollingshead, producer. 

“Symphony of a City” (20th-Fox), Ed- 
mund H. Reek. producer. 

“You Can’t Win” (Metro), Pete Smith, 


producer. 
Two-Reel 


“Calgary Stampede (WB), Gordon Hol- 
lingshead. producer. 
“Going to Blazes” (Metro), Herbert Mor- 


gan. 
“‘Samba-Mania” (Par), Harry Grey, pro- 


ucer. 
“Seal Island,”” Walt Disney (RKO-Radio). 
Best Original Song 
“Buttons and Bows” from “The Pale- 
face” (Par). Music and lyrics by Jay Liv- 
ingston and Ray Evans. 





have put into effect, plus the prob- 
| able effects of a brand-new system | 
'of arbitration tailored to remedy | 
‘alleged misuse of power by theatre- | 


cuits or buying combines, all ne- | 
gate the need for complete di- 
vorcement.” 

In nixing settlement possibilities, 
one defense attorney cited three 
types of first-run situations which 
will be opened as a result of the 
RKO-Par deals and the end of part- | 
nership holdings. When this be-| 
comes so, the Government’s classic 
complaint that the Big Five control 


first-runs in most big cities must |, 


go by the boards, this attorney be- 
lieves. 

First is the situation where one | 
distrib now holds ownership to all 
opening-run houses. Typical are 
Wichita and Birmingham. Folding | 





|of co-owned chains will cure these young. 


spots. Second, are locales of which 


distribs divide first-runs. In that | 
Connecticut city Warners, Loew’s 
and Par operate the de-luxers. 
Par’s exit as an affiliate will open 
this and other situations. 

Third are the spots such as Bal- | 


Warners holds | 


“I don’t think the) 


|} in Ermine” (20th). 


“For Every Man There’s a Woman” 
from “Casbah” (Universal). Music by 
Harold Arlen. lyrics by Leo Robin. 

“It’s Magic’ from ‘“‘Komance On the 
High Seas” (WB). Music by Jule Styne, 
lyrics by Sammy Cahn. 

“This Is the Moment” from “That Lady 
Music by Frederick 
Hollander, lyrics by Leo Robin. 

“The Woody Woodpecker Song” from 
“Wet Blanket Policy.” Walter Lantz. 
Music and Jyrics by Ramey Idriss and 
George Tibbles. 

rt Direction (Black and White) 

“Hamlet” (U-Rank), Roger C. Furse. 

“Johnny Belinda” (WB), Robert Haas. 
Set decoration, William Wallace. 

Art Direction (Color) 
“Joan of Arc” (RKO), Richard Day. 
“Red Shoes” (Eagle Lion-Rank), Hein 


| Heckroth. Set decoration, Arthur Lawson. 


Film Editing 
“Joan of Arc” (RKO). Frank Sullivan. 
“Johnny Belinda” (WB), David Weis- 


art. 

“Naked City” (U), Paul Weatherwax. 
“Red River” (UA), Christian Nyby. 
“Red Shoes” (Eagle Lion), Reginald 
Mills. . 

Music 
(Best Scoring of Musical) 

“Easter Parade” (Metro), Johnny Green 
and Roger Edens. 

~ (ar), Victor 


The Emperor Waltz” 
“The Pirate” (Metro). Lennie Hayton. 
“Romance on the High Seas” (WB), Ray 


/New Haven is an instance where | yeindoct 
“When My Baby Smiles at Me” (20th), | 


Alfred Newman. 
Best Score of Drama or Comedy 
“Hamlet” (U-Rank). William Walton. 
“Joan of Arc” (RKO). Hugo Friedhofer. 
“Johnny Belinda” (WB). Max Steiner. 
“Red Shoes” (Eagle Lion-Rank), Brian 

Easdale. 
“Snake Pit,.”” (20th), Alfred Newman. 
Special Effects 
“Deep Water” (20th). Visual effects. 
alph Hammeras, 


“Portrait of Jennie” (Selznick). Visual 


Fred Sersen, Ed /| 


|stone & Lewis. Goldwyn was 
handling his end himself, with the 
aid of a team of lawyers and fre- 
quent phone calls to James A. 
Mulvey, his distribution chief, and 
Alfred Crown, his foreign topper, 
in New York. 
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ANYTHING SHE CAN DO 
| CAN DO BETTER... 


Have you OK’d your blueprint for the 
ies executive secretary? Forget 
t! Here I am, made to order, for 
the busy showman who wants lots 
of experience, proven ability and 
wide contacts in all phases of motion 
picture, stage production and talent 


operation, 
BOX No. 123 
Variety, 154 W. 46th St. 
New York 19, N. Y. 

















| COMMUTE 
N.Y. TO L.A. 


Will represent you; act as contact 
man; investigate ideas, promotions, 
scripts. 25 yrs. show business. High- 
est references. Next trip March 19. 
Box V-59, Variety, 154 W. 46th &t., 
| New York 19, N. Y. 
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TV sponsors. 


|indies, four. 
‘court will say that Warners has to 


DET 
ROIT 'sell its theatre there,” this attor- 


Cli 4 i 
ifford Perry, formerly booker / ney opined. 


salesman at Metro, taking over the : 
late Gilbert L. Becker's job as of. Effect on Chicago is typical of 
fice manager at the exchange. | what will occur in the giant cities, 


Robert Anderson and Donald it is noted. There, two RKO houses 
Cooper organized Television Prod- become indies, while Balaban & 
ucts Co. to make low cost films for Katz, Par’s subsid, will probably 
Surrender several theatres to indies 


Alfred G. Parker, theatre man- and operate the balance. 


| effects. Paul Eagler. J. McMillan Johnson, 
| Russell Sherman. Clarence Slifer: audible 
effects, Charles Freeman, James G. Stew- 


| art. 
| Costume Desianing (Black and White) 
“B. F.’s Daughter” (Metro). Lrene. 
“Hamlet” (U-Rank). Roger K. Furse. 
Costume Sesianina (Color) 
“The Emperor Waltz” (Par), Edith Head 
and Gile Steele. 
“Joan of Arc” (RKO), Dorothy Jeakins 


Now Specializing 
MSO ITD = Refreshment 
Poa Service for 


wed A paldA DRIVE-IN THEATRES 
SPORTSERVICE, Inc. scons axos. 


REE Yr 
OUTDOOR 


REFRESHMENT 
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Lotta Soul-Searching Due at Confab 
Of NBC Affiliates; Rule Changes, 
New Modus Operandi on Agenda 





A flock of NBC policies will¢ 


probably go by the boards on Feb. 
28, when the network chieftains 
convehe in special conclave with 
the entire affiliate membership in 
Chicago. At that time prexy Niles 
Trammell will officially lay before | 
the station operators the new mo-| 
dus operandi with which NBC will 
attempt to buck William S. Paley’s 
star-raiding CBS operation. 

In the wake of the wholesale de- | 
sertions into the Columbia camp, | 
NBC has revised its thinking and | 
philosophy about a lot of hereto-| 
fore hidebound rules and regula- 
tions. For one thing, that “no- 
crime-shows-before-9:30- at - night” 
edict is scheduled to get the heave. | 

It’s been a bone of contention 
ever since it was inaugurated by 
the network. It cost NBC a lot of 
business—in the days (only a few | 
months back), when it was in no| 
osition to take on new business. | 

urthermore, NBC watched CBS | 
grab off top audiences with its 8 | 
p. m. cross-the-board whodunit | 
packages. Result is that NBC is | 
now content to go along with what | 
it calls the new theory of psycholo- | 
gists—if a child is secure in the 
home, no amount of crime stuff can 
hurt him. And, anyway, NBC 
reasons, kids aren’t going to bed 
as early as they used to. | 

The Chi meet may also result in | 
a reversal of the network policy | 
on giveaways, in view of the FCC’s 
willingness to desist from any offi- 
cial crackdown. When the Gov- 
ernment agency announced some 
months back that it was ready to 
swoop down on telephonic give- 








Emergency 


With the emergency Chi- 
cago meeting of NBC affiliates 
less than two weeks off, there 
is a growing conviction among 
some of the web echelon that 
the upcoming session may be 
one of the most significant in 
network annals. 


NBC prexy Niles Trammell 





will lay before the affiliate 
membership the “blueprint for 
the future” and although such 
a key figure as Walter Damm, | 
of Milwaukee, has given his 
blessing in advance, it’s recog- 
nized that the very fate of the | 
network itself (until now the | 
Crown Prince of the entire in- | 
dustry empire) may hinge on | 
whether the station operators | 
linked with the network will | 
give the net a vote of con- 
fidence. 

No one is minimizing the 
importance of the session, in 
terms of NBC’s future sphere 
of influence. 








Indies’ Amputating Of 
‘Kate’ Diskings Hit As — 
‘Tempest on Turntable’ 


From two to 16 songs in Co- 
| lumbia’s “Kiss Me Kate” albuim 
ihave been nixed for broadcast by | 
a number of New York indies, but | 








aways, NBC announced that aMmy/the disk outfit calls the whole | 


iti iveaway the web). 
additional o cten It now devel. | thing “a tempest on a turntable,” 


would be verboten. 
ops that NBC may install a 60- 
minute giveaway that will trump 
all giveaways on payoffs. Men- 
tioned as a likely spot for the show 
is 6:30 to 7:30, the hour opening up 
with the 6:30 exit of Ozzie &-Har- 


riet (to CBS) and the anticipated |the taming of “Kate” does not | 


yanking of Horace Heidt from 7. 
Full agenda for the Chi meet 
hasn’t been set as yet. Trammell, 
who has been on the Coast moved 
into Chi this past weekend for ad- 
vance huddles and checked in at 
his N. Y. office yesterday (Tues.). 





More ABC Stock 


N. Y. Stock Exchange bulletin 
of last Thursday (10) revealed that 


Among the N. Y. stations which | 
| have decided to amputate Kate are 


| last year to broadcast farm news. 


| WOV, WQXR, WOR, WHLI and | 
| WGHF-FM. Some out-of-town sta- | 





KL2Z’s Farm Reporter 


LOWELL WATTS 


Wherever better farming and 
livestock raising is being talked or | 





demonstrated, KLZ’s Farm Re- 
porter is part of the scene. Watts 
traveled more than 30,000 miles | 


KLZ, Denver 








Metro Return 


To NBC Would 
Be Net Hypo 


NBC prexy Trammell huddled 
on the Coast last week with Metro 
execs. Immediate conjecture is that 
the film company is planning to re- | 
establish itself on NBC with a| 
revival of its 60-minute top-budget- | 
ed program of years ago. Such a 
move would be manna from heaven 
for NBC at this time in view of 
the wholesale desertion of stars 
from the web. And those who 
recall the roster of stars who/| 
emerged from the initial M-G | 





of the original conception, a bid | 


of new talent in keeping with its | 
newly-formulated policy. 


The move is doubly significant, 


NBC's September Song 


It isn't only a case of Sunday night being “the loneliest night 
of the week” for NBC, but the network, come September, actually 
will find itself confronted with a man’s size cross-the-board head- 
ache on program cancellations, switches to CBS, etc. 

Here’s a blow-by-blow Sunday-through-Saturday wrap-up of 
what is in store for NBC for the ’49-’50 programming semester, on 
the basis of what has transpired to date: 

Sunday—Practically the entire 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. stretch opens 
up, with Ozzie & Harriet moving to Columbia; Horace Heidt 
scheduled to vacate the 7 o’clock time; possibility of Phil Harris- 
Alice Faye ducking the 7:30 Amos 'n’ Andy competition; Fred Al- 
len scramming the 8 o’clock niche; 8:30 for sale, and “Manhattan 
Merry-Go-’Round” cancelling out of 9 o’clock. In addition, 10:30 
Sunday night is for sale. If the Biow agency moves Heidt and 
“Take it or Leave It” to CBS, 10 o’clock would also open up. 

Monday—With the exception of 10:30-11 p.m., NBC is sold out 
on Mondays, but it is strictly CBS’ night, the latter network’s 
present 17.1 average rating for the night comparing with NBC’s 
7.0. (Actually that is the widest discrepancy of the week in the 
two-web rivalry for audience attention). Inkling as to client re- 
action is suggested by the fact that Carnation’s “Contented Hour” 
on NBC at 10, opposite CBS’ “My Friend Irma,” wants no further 
part of it and is demanding better time. 

Tuesday—The days of NBC’s four-way parlay (Amos ’n’ Andy, 
Bob Hope, Fibber & Molly and Red Skelton) are gone. A& A 
are now on CBS; Skelton takes the Columbia route in the fall. 
And Paley is now gunning for Fibber & Molly. If he succeeds, 
NBC on Tuesday (for years a Hooper harvest) would be strictly a 
Bob Hope night. Latter is definitely staying with NBC. 

Wednesday—NBC still leads in nightly average rating (12.9 as 
against CBS’ 11.0), thanks chiefly to the Bristol-Myers twosome 
of “Duffy’s Tavern” and “Mr. District Attorney,” but the combina- 
tion of Bing Crosby checking in on CBS in the fall, plus Bristol- 
Myers’ threat to move its brace of shows to either CBS or ABC, 








may turn the Wednesday September song into a dirge. 
Thursday—Al Jolson ig quitting the Kraft show. But aside from 
that, CBS’ low-budgeted crime shows have been taking the play 
away from the top-budgeted NBC airers 
Friday—NBC’s newly-established Friday night comedy sequenc- 
ing of Jimmy Durante, Eddie Cantor, Red Skelton and “Life of 
Riley” will be broken up with Skelton’s switchover to CBS. In 


addition, Cantor may move. 


Saturday—Least affected of NBC’s nighttime schedules, although 


“Hit Parade,’ one of the more 
minus Frank Sinatra. 


solid Hooper attractions, will be 








U.S. STEEL’S STATUS 
ON ‘GUILD’ IN DOUBT 


It develops that there’s still some 
element of doubt as to whether 


| showcase on NBC see in the return | U. S. Steel will continue its Sun- 


day night “Theatre Guild of the 


|for NBC to break out with a rash | Air” show on ABC next season, or 
| WINS, WMGM, WNEW, WMCA, | 


move it over to NBC. Niles Tram- 


| mell, NBC prez, would like the 60- | 


|tions are following suit. However, | for jt marks a new era ip terms | ™inute dramatic stanza for the 


|apply to sapolioed lyrics. Dinah 
|Shore’s waxing of “Always True 
|to You,” also on a Columbia label, 
| has been okayed. In her version, 
| Some verses were omitted. 

| A spokesman for CRI pointed 
|out that it is Columbia’s policy 
|not to bowdlerize lyrics in an al- 
bum featuring the original cast. 


| e | Only one word was edited, “god- 
- Kintner IJ 0a S dam” becoming “doggone” in “I’ve 
. Come to Wive It Wealthily.” CRI 


feels that the scissoring won’t ef- 
‘fect sales; the album is doing a 
| terrific business and stocks have 
been sold out in Boston and Phil- 
adelphia. Some disk jockeys and 
| Others in the trade say that the 


| programmers are seeing blue ma- 


Robert Kintner, exec veepee of, terial where it doesn’t exist and 


ABC, had unloaded an additional 
1,400 shares, leaving him with 14,- 
600 shares. In addition, veepee 
Murray Grabhorn sold 500 of his 
750 shares. 

Kintner’s additional sales follow 
in the wake of the recent unload- 
ing of 61,800 shares of ABC com- 
mon stock by three top web execs 
~—Kintner, prexy Mark Woods and 
Nicholas Priaulx, treasurer, which 


at the time heightened reports that | being developed as a house-built , film company is ready to release 
20th-Fox was grabbing up all the | radio personality by CBS, (the net-|f°T radio about half a dozen 


issues being disposed of as a prel- 
ude to stepping in and buying the 
network to entrench itself in the 
video picture. 

(Spyros Skouras, 20th prexy, re- 
asserted Monday (14), that nego- 
tiations with ABC are cold. He 
declared that 20th would still be 
willing to buy the web if the price 
was “right.’’) 

Kintner is insistent, however, 
that there is no significance to the 
new unloading of stock; that there 


that there’s a lot worse stuff going 
out on the air. 


| In fact, some industryites be- 
lieve the barring will hypo sales. 


“AMSTERDAM SPONSOR 
‘SEEN DESPITE CBS NIX 


Although Morey Amsterdam was 








| work suddenly cancelled him off 
both AM and TV last week), 
actually his video showcasing was 
/an MCA package, for which the 
_web was paying $2,000 a week. Fact 

that it was an “outside” package 

requiring a “10% off the top” 
| commission for MCA is seen as the 


'reason for the CBS cancellation. As Work setbacks in recent months. 


for the Tuesday night radio pro- 


is no change in the status quo, and tg Zo. 


that “these are simply individual | 


actions by individuals within the 
company.” “And I’ve still got 
$150,000 worth of network stock,” | 
he added. 

Woods, according to the Securi- | 
ties Exchange Commission, report- | 
ed eight separate sales amounting | 
to 30,500 shares, retaining 6,500. 





KOSTER EXITS WFIL 


Philadelphia, Feb. 15. 
Dick Koster, publicity director 
for WFIL and its affiliated stations, 
resigns as of Friday (18) to take 
over as publicity director for Rob- 
ert R. (Chesapeake & Ohio) 





nibble will crystallize itself into 
a sale in the next few days. Show 
will 
spread. 





| 
. } 
. . | 
Livingston’s Talent Trek | 

WOR, N. Y., which is trying to! 
hypo its afternoon sked with big 
names, has dispatched Norman | 
Livingston, director of commercial | 
program operations, to the Coast 
to speed up the process. 

The Mutual N. Y. outlet is try-| 
ing to sign up Hollywood husband- 
wife teams. Among those WOR is | 





gram cancellation, CBS is paying 
Amsterdam off for the balance of | 
the cycle, which has several weeks | 
| ’30’s. Out of the Metro radio show- | 
_Odd aspect of the TV cancella-. 
tion is that an MCA sponsorship | Fannie Brice, Frank Morgan and p 





probably get an NBC-TV) 


WMGM Metro Breaks 


That Metro is integrating 
itself into the radio pattern of 
its WMGM station in N.Y., is 
further evidenced by the in- 
novation which went into 
effect Monday (14), whereby 
all stars on the M-G lot are 
now rotating on doing the sta- 
tion breaks. Ranging from 10 
to 30 seconds, the station break 
announcements have _ been 
transcribed on the Coast and 
shipped to the N.Y. outlet. 

They range from a simple 
“This Is WMGM” to integrated 
plugs on their upcoming pix 
and text to match all occasions, 
such as holidays, etc. 











of Metro thinking vs. radio (after 
years of giving the medium the 
brusheroo). It follows in the wake 
of Metro’s policy of “playing ball’ 
| with its subsidiary WMGM station 
|in New York via a program ex- 
|change idea. It also comes on the 
heels of the revelation that the 











properties, including “Min and/ 
Bill,” the “Andy Hardy” series, etc. | 

If the radio-conscious Metro or- 
ganization ties in with NBC for a 
full-hour weekly showcase, it may 
pave the way for a future two-way 
affiliation that would go far toward 
alleviating the succession of net- 





It was M-G’s old hour show on 
NBC that alone managed to com- | 
pete against the top-pulling “Major 
Bowes Amateur Hour” back in the | 


case came such personalities as | 


Ed Gardner, among others. 


Harry Maizlish Citation 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
South California B’nai Brrith 











Council’s 19th annual presenta- Will be A. D. Willard, Jr., NAB | 


8:30-9:30 Sabbath eve 


uncertainty, NBC is holding back 
on permanent slotting of Sunday 
night shows. 

From all accounts U. S. Steel 
directors, despite previous reports 
that they made a definite decision 
in favor of ABC a few weeks back, 
are scheduled to meet in an an- 
other couple of weeks to make a 
final ruling. 


Standard Brands 
Cancels Family 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Standard Brands ‘has cancelled 
“One Man’s Family,” one of the 
oldest - NBC’s Coast sponsored 
shows, effective April 10. It’s the 


third show dropped by Standard in 
two years, others being Fred Allen 
and Edgar Bergen. 

“Family” is co-owned by NBC 
and Carlton Morse, who’s_ been 
writing and directing it for 15 
years. (It’s also the third Stand- 
ard account lost by Thompson 
agency). 


Frieda Cancels Out 


Washington, Feb. 15. 


FCC Commissioner Frieda Hen- 
nock, recovering from illness in 
Miami, has cancelled an engage- 
ment to speak before the Assn. of 
Women Broadcasters in Chicago 
March 12, 

Miss Hennock has been ordered 
y her doctor to refrain from out- 
side activities until her health has 
considerably improved. 

Association meets March 11 and 
12 for its sixth annual convention, 

i panel discussion on “The 
Business of Broadcasting” at first 
day’s session. Speaker at luncheon 








tion of ‘awards last Sunday (13) was | ©X€e veepee. 


highlighted by the presentation of 
the Civic Award to Harry Maizlish, 
general manager of KFWB, the | 
Warner Bros. station here. 





MBS MULLS MASSEY 


Mutual has taken an option on 


| the Curt Massey show from Chris- 


Award culminates years of civic, | tal-Weber Productions. 


humanitarian and welfare contri- | 


The net is thinking of skedding 


interested in are Harry James and | butions by Maizlish. Affair was the singer-violinist’s variety pro- 


| 


'gram in a nighttime spot. 


Betty Grable. | 


held at the Beverly Hills hotel. 


segment. | 
Because of U. S. Steel’s continued | 


Luden’s Won't 
Cough Up New 


Coin for Quiz 


After a year of sponsorship of 
CBS’ “Strike It Rich,” the Sunday 
afternoon quiz-giveaway, Luden’s 


is calling it quits effective next 
‘Sunday (16). General doldrums 
jin candy biz (company’s Fifth 
| Ave. candy bar has been carrying 
|the load) is responsible for the 
|decision to cancel out. It was 
costing Luden’s upwards of $400,- 
000 a year for network time alone. 


CBS will continue the show as 
a sustainer and starting Feb. 22 
it moves into the Saturday 9:30- 
10 p.m. slot as replacement for the 
Morey Amsterdam Show, which 
Columbia has dropped (along with 
Amsterdam’s video show). 

A new sustainer, “Broadway Is 
My Beat,” goes into the Sunday 
time vacated by “Strike It Rich.” 

Further juggling of CBS sus- 
tainers finds Robert Q. Lewis ex- 
panding from his present 15-min- 
ute program into a half-hour and 
going into the 3:30-4 p.m. cross- 
the-board time which becomes 
‘vacant on March 7 when Ameri- 
/can Tobacco cancels out on the 
Don Ameche “Your Lucky Strike” 
show. 


| 











3-Way Hassle Snarls 
Kenny Baker Disked 
Series Sold to Ziv Co. 


Kenny Baker, Stellar Enterprises 
and Frederick W. Ziv Co. are in- 
volved in a three-way hassle. Stel- 
lar, the William Morris package 
subsidiary, sold a Baker recorded 
series to Ziv. Baker, however, 


claims that certain restrictions on 
the use of the recordings, which 
,were in his contract with Stellar, 
‘were not incorporated in the lat- 
'ter’s contract with Ziv and that he 
is losing out financially. 

Baker started arbitration pro- 
ceedings in Los Angeles, but Ziv 
got a court injunction to prevent 


arbitration, on the ground that it 
‘had insufficient notice. Baker then 
wanted AFRA to declare Ziv ‘‘un- 
fair” because it had got an injunc- 
tion, but Ziv finally withdrew the 
court injunction and has agreed to 
arbitration. One of the first points 
to be arbitrated, it’s reported, is 
whether Ziv is subject to arbitra- 
tion, inasmuch as Ziv says it 
doesn’t have a contract with Baker 








and “his argument is with Stellar, 


not us.” 
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(BS STANTON MAY EXIT RADIO 





Neatest Trick of the Year 


CBS is negotiating a couple of deals with the House of Biow 
(agency on the Eversharp and Philip Morris programming) which 
would provide an ironic climax to the web’s raiding of shows that’s 
so fabulous in character as to have almost storybook overtones. 


Here’s the CBS-Biow blueprint 
are red hot): Horace Heidt, on 
$125,000 in promotional coin in 
o'clock, would move 


would restore him to the same t 


into Sunday 


(and at the moment negotiations 
whom NBC lavished upwards of 
a bid to buck Jack Benny at 7 
night 10:30 on Columbia. That 
ime segment—but on a different 


network—where he knocked off those 17.0-plus Hoopers, in contrast 
to his tobogganed audience pull of 9.6 opposite Benny. 


In addition, the Eversharp 


show to its original berth. 
the brace of shows, following as 


Sunday night personalities on CBS (Benny, 
would snare an even more enviable 


Bergen, Red Skelton, etc.), 
audience payoff than in the past. 


“Take It Or 
over to CBS in the 10 o’clock pre- 
It’s considers 


Leave It’ would move 
Heidt period, thus returning the 
-d a cinch, of course, that 
would the succession of top 
Amos ’n’ Andy, Edgar 


they 


But the big chuckle from around 


CBS-way would come from the fact that Paley & Co. would reap 
the harvest of that 125G NBC promotional binge in building up 


the Heidt personality. 


Moveover of the two shows would leave NBC Sunday night prac- 


tically bereft of sponsorship. 











Flash! NBC Getting CBS’ ‘Spade’ 
In BBD&O's Ben Duffy Reprisal 


BBD&O agency looks set 
switch the Wildroot - sponsored 
“Sam Spade” show from CBS to 
NBC in the fall. “Spade” is get- 
ting the heave from its present 
occupancy of Sunday night at 8 to 
make way for Edgar Bergen. CBS 
some time back tried to maneuver 
it for this season, but BBD&O’s 
Ben Duffy fought the move right 
down the line. However, the net- 
work will be in a position to in- 
voke its ban on automatic renewal 
clauses at the end of the current 
season, paving the way for 
“Spade’s” ouster. 

Duffy feels he’s gotten a raw 
deal from CBS. He believes that 
the agency kept faith with the web 
through the years when it needed 
“Spade,” and thinks now that the 
web is riding high, wide and hand- 
some, that he doesn’t deserve that 
kind of treatment. CBS 
“Spade” breaks up the Sunday 
night comedy sequencing, and that 
it’s offer to slot “Spade” 
pulling Thursday crime is more of 
a “natural” than Sunday night. 


CBS Emphasis 
On Benny Irks 


In view of the fact that NBC 
came a cropper on 
Heidt Sunday at 7 buildup after 
splurging upwards of $125,000 to 
promote the “Youth Takes Over” 
theme, CBS’ present on-the-air 





promotional tactic in referring to. 


the network as “the address of 
Jack Benny” is creating consider- 
able trade comment. 

Just as NBC invited criticism 
from other web personalities who 


decried the all-out emphasis on) 


“Sunday at 7,” the Columbia ac- 
cent on Benny has raised the) 
question whether’ the 
should throw all its promotional | 
eggs in one basket at the expense 
of other artists. 


Although Bing Crosby and Red. 


Skelton don’t check in with CBS 
until next fall, nonetheless there 
is a little item known as Amos ’n 
Andy, it’s pointed out, who are no 
mean drawing cards themselves. 
Yet, it’s contended, they are virtu- | 
ally bypassed on the between- | 
programs promotional binges. 


‘What’s Lust?” Wisconsin 
B’casters Ask in Burn 
Over Restrictive Bill 


Milwaukee, Feb. 15. 
A bill introduced into the Wis- 
consin legislature, which would 
prohibit radio stations from broad- 
casting “any story, description or 
account of deeds of bloodshed, lust 





or crime, other than as a current | 


news event,” has the state’s broad- 
casters up in arms. 

The League of Wisconsin Radio 
Stations argued against the bill at 


(Continued on page 42) 


to+ 


says | 


smeest’ — Camel's in Bid 


With more and more time open- | 


network | 





CBS, Vallee Talk It Over 


CBS program veepee Hubbell 
Robinson initiated talks with Rudy 
Vallee in N. Y. this week which 
may result in the former air star 
returning to radio in a half-hour 
weekly comedy show. 

Program web has in mind for 
Vallee was conceived by Lester 
70ttlieb, of the CBS production 
staff. It would originate from the 
Coast as an addition to the Colum- 
bia roster of house-developed 
shows. 


NBC's Wholesale 
Show Shifts Seen; 





ing up on NBC, the coming months 
= expected to see a revamp in 
commercial program sequencing, 
| with network clients putting in | 
bids for new time periods. 

William Esty agency, which 
| handles the Camel cigaret pro- | 
_gramming, has already asked the 


, | web to find a better period for its | 
its Horace) 


| Screen Guild Players show, now 

heard Thursday night in the 10 
| o’clock time. (Latest Hoopers re- | 
| veal Screen Guild rating nosediv- 
ing to 9.1, off 5.6 from the previous | 
rating, 
opposition, 
| which snaréd_ 11.7). 
| Sereen Guild has a $12,000 talent- 
production nut, Hallmark is al- 
most $5,000 cheaper. 

Screen Guild’s current audience | 
pull is a far ery from the days 
| when, bracketed with Lux Radio | 
Theatre Monday nights on CBS, it | 


was getting a consistent Top 15 | 


_ Hooper payoff. 
Carnation, too, wants to get out | 
of the Monday night 10 o’clock 


time. where it presently bucks 


,,| CBS’ “My Friend Irma.” 





NBC Ups Tom Knode 


Tom Knode, director of the NBC 
|press department, has been pro- 
'moted to the position of adminis- 
| trative assistant to Carleton D.. 
Smith, director of the web's tele 
operations. 
| Suecessor to Knode as No. 2 
press man under veepee Syd Eiges 
is still undecided, with Eiges to 
make a decision in the next few 
| days. 

Elevating of Knode to the admin- 
istrative TV berth, oddly enough, 
marks a reprise of the collabora- 
tive assist for Smith, for both 
Knode and his new boss worked 
together in the Washington NBC 
radio operation. 

Knode joined Eiges as assistant 
manager in January, 1945, and was 
named press department director 
lin October, 1947. 


compared with the CBS. 
Hallmark Playhouse, | 
Whereas | 





By GEORGE ROSEN 


Frank Stanton may resign as 
president of the Columbia Broad- 
casting System to take a non-radio 





job. He has had several attractive 
offers from top industrial firms 
And although he has made no 


commitments and no deal is as vet 
being, negotiated, he is serious}, 
considering moving out of broad- 
casting and into a high executive 
position under an arrangement in- 
| volving more than a salary. 
Question of Stanton’s successor 


would be something for CBS board | 


to de- 
picture 
have proj- 


chairman William S. Paley 
cide. In the speculative 
the following names 
ected themselves: 

1. Paul Kesten. As former exec 
| veepee he was Paley’s No. 1 man 
and groomed Stanton for his pres- 
ent post. He has been on the pay- 
roll as a consultant since his 
retirement several seasons’ back 
because of health, but in recent 
weeks he’s been conferring with 
| Paley. (Fact that Kesten has been 
the longtime champ of color tele- 
vision has raised in some quarters 
the report that the network is 
ready to renew the video pitch.) 

2. Leon Levy. A director on the 
CBS board and Paley’s brother-in- 
law, Levy has established resi- 
dence in New York now that he 
-and his brother, 


Isaac are moving | 


completely out of the CBS-affiliate, | 


WCAU, Philadelphia, which they 
sold. The Levys have always had 
an important voice in CBS affairs 
-and Leon, now that he’s free to 
move in any direction he chooses, 
is reported as ready to become 
more involved as a top CBS di- 
rector. His assuming the presi- 
dency, however, has been dis- 
counted in some quarters, and it 
|is reported that he’ll probably 
step in as the network’s radio-tele- 
ision sales administrator. 

3. NBC prexy Niles Trammell. 
| CBS, it is understood, would have 
no hesitancy in grabbing for him, 
since it shares general industry | 
|sentiment that Trammell is not 
| only 


< 


| However, Trammell 


a five-year contract he signed wit 
_Radio Corp. of America last year. 
| Despite the succession of setbacks 
'encountered by NBC 
months, it is considered a cer- 
‘tainty that Trammell will stay. 


Some ‘Unfinished Business’ 

| Before Stanton decides to vacate 

‘the Columbia prexy spot (board 

‘chairman Paley knows of_ his 

plans), he'll stick around long 
(Continued on page 30) 





Lifetime Royalty 
In Mansfield Pact 


| Irving Mansfield, CBS producer, 
concluded negotiations over the 
| weekend for a new seven-year con- 
tract with the network, under 
which he'll create new comedy- 
variety programs for both radio 
;and television. “Columbia Stage 
| Door,” hour-long talent show, will 
| probably be his first assignment. 
Clause in the contract gives 
Mansfield a lifetime royalty on the 
Arthur Godfrey “Talent Scouts” 
air show and vaude units, as origi- 
nator of the program. (Mansfield 
formerly produced the ‘Talent 
Scouts” show.) Contract was signed 
after conditions involving subsidi- 
ary rights, etc., were ironed out. 





Shepard Vamps Yankee 


Boston, Feb. 15. 

The Yankee network has an- 
nounced the acceptance of the res- 
ignation as chairman and member 
of its board of directgss of John 
Shepard, 3d. 

Shepard was elected chairman of 
the board of the Shepard stores in 
i Providence last week. 


the crack salesman of the, 
| business but a terrific broadcaster. | 
is not avail- | 
‘able, and there’s a little matter of | 


in recent. 





It’s a Small World 


Pope's Italian 
newspaper, Il Progresso, 
which annually makes_ an 
award (all-expense trip to 
Italy) for the person voted the 
most popular Italian-Ameri- 


Generoso 


can, has run into the same 
Situation that cropped up last 
year 

This year’s Italian Oscar 
goes to Roberto Ciaramella, 
actor-impressionist on WOV’'s 
(N. Y.) daily noontime Nea- 
politan variety show. Last 
year’s award also went to a 
WOV artist, Diani Baldi, air- 


editor of two Italian language 
news and women’s interest 
programs. 

It so happens that Pope also 
owns WOV’s rival foreign lan- 
guage station, _WHOM. 


CBS (Ho, Hum) 
Grabs 2 More 
Shows for Wed. 


CBS has captured two more 
shows from NBC. These two will 
“surround Bing Crosby’ Wednes- 
day nights. Columbia spokesmen 
aren’t mentioning the names of the 
programs, except to acknowledge 
that “up to now they haven’t even 
figured in the speculation that’s 
been going on.” (It definitely isn’t 
Fibber McGee & Molly, for whom 
the web has other plans when and 
if negotiations are concluded). 

CBS has already sold two half- 
hour Wednesday night time pe- 
riods to the clients, although the 
exact segments haven’t been se- 
lected. That will depend on ex- 
actly where Crosby is spotted, but 
it’s all encompassed within the 9 
to 10:30 cream-time area. 


BING’S 106 FEE 
ON ‘FORD THEATRE’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 











off the $5, 000 ceiling for guest 
| shots on “Ford Theatre” with well- 
‘over the-ceiling fees for 
Crosby and Bob Hope. 
“Dixie” 
be paid $10,000 and Hope draws 
his established fee of $7,500 for 


|“The Awful Truth.” 


While Jack Benny is paid only 


“The Horn Blows at Mid- 
'night,” the overall cost will 
with highest of the season. Benny’s 
former writers, Hugh Wedlock and 
Howard Snyder, are down for 
$4,000 to whip out the adaptation 
and Warners is paid the customary 
$1,000 fee for story rights. All sup- 
porting players on “Ford Theatre” 
are paid well over scale and re- 
hearsals have run up to 15 hours. 
Previously the guest shot ceiling 
was tilted by “Cavaleade' of 
America” but the other agencies 
are holding to the 5G top. 


CBS Lowers Price As 
‘Sing It Again’ Comeon 


In a new bid to sell its hour-long 
giveaway _ sustainer, “Sing = It 
Again,’ CBS has revised down- 
ward its price tag for quarter-hour 
segments to $3,500. Previously 
the web wanted in excess of $4,000 
for a 15-minute commercial pickup. 

As another selling point, CBS 





can point to an average rating of 


9.4, which, in terms of a Saturday 
night sustaining showcaser, is - 
on anybody’s kilocycles. 

Show also gets a personal re- 


FEELS HIS gPLY (BS Cops Nine of Top 15 Hoopers; 
COAL ACHIEVED) NBC Ties ABC With Three Apiece 


For 
of the 
ences, 
the 
Hoopers, 


history 
for audi- 
knocked olf 


the first time in the 
NBC-CBS rivalry 
Columbia has 
lion’s share of the Top i5 
in the newest tallies be- 
ing released later this week. (Tal- 
lies are based on a calculation from 
advance daily reports.) NBC reg- 
isters a new all-time low on Top 15 
program entrants, tieing ABC for 
second place, both networks being 
represented by three shows each. 

The new Hoopers are in sharp 
contrast to the year-in-year-out 
NBC Hooper saga, whereby NBC 
was a perennial 11 or 12-show fa- 
vorite for Top 15 honors, and CBS 
content with two or three candi- 
dates. 

New Hoopers follow on the heels 
of the revelation that Columbia 
now leads the field on weekly aver- 
age nighttime ratings, its 11.9 nos- 
ing out NBC's 11.5. 

Here’s the Top 15 wrapup based 
on the advance tally sheets: 


Jack Benny ee ee ee er > 
Lux Radio Theatre.......... 255 
Pinmer Gt SOrd... . tsb csacves 24.9 
Walter Winchell 24.9 
Godfrey Talent Scouts....... 21.7 
DEY Prieea TMS cs. os tees 21.3 
Gn etes*.. 854. Ftoet as wee 21.3 
OD CHO BOURIG 4. 5 6G bee tees 19.3 
PINE Re tA vec hi wie eek 18.6 
People Are Funny.......... 17.2 
ae ea are. eae ye | 
Crime Photographer eric Te 16.9 
Mystery Theatre............ 16.7 
ie a 8) es ere 16.4 





Defer Hearings 


On Richards Rap 


Washington, Feb. 15. 


General pressure of business has 
forced the FCC to postpone its 
hearings on the Richards stations 
which had been scheduled to be- 
gin in Los Angeles, Feb. 21. It is 
probable the proceedings will be 
given a date the latter part of 


| March. 


Change in plans, it was learned, 
was entirely on the Commission's 
own motion. Unforeseen commit- 
ments which necessitated the ab- 
sence from the country of Commis- 
sioner Edward M. Webster, giving 


| him little time to prepare for the 
Kenyon & Eckhardt blew the lid | 


| $6,000 for the picture he has long | 
| kidded, 


rate | 


hearings, was said to be mainly 
responsible. Webster, who is to 


| preside, was due back this week 
Bing 
For doing | 
next month Groaner will | 


from Europe where he has been 
representing the U. S. at the Pro- 
visional Frequency Board meetings 
in Geneva and at an international 
conference on ship safety at Stock- 
holm. 

A heavy schedule of station hear- 
ings, as well as matters involving 
common carriers, have also con- 
tributed to the decision to delay 
the hearings. Benedict P. Cottone, 
FCC general counsel, told VARIETY 
it would be difficult for him to 
leave Washington at this time. Two 
other members of the Commission 


_ (Continued on page 41) 





CBS Bergen Takeover 
Tncludes All Subsidiary 
Operations; 2256 Wkly. 


Here are the terms, not generally 
known, under which Edgar Bergen 
moves into the CBS Sunday night 
at 8 period in the fall under Coca- 
Cola sponsorship: 

CBS has acquired control of the 
Bergen-Charlie McCarthy package 
(although no capital gains is in- 
volved), and it includes all subsi- 
diary operations, including televi- 
sion, Charlie McCarthy novelty 
products, etc., with Bergen sharing 
in the royalties. 

Deal was strictly between CBS 
and Coca-Cola and involved the 


‘soft drink company’s payment of 


vamp, with Eugene Baird replac- | 


ing Anita Ellis as vocalist, and the 
present quintet being replaced in 


the next couple of weeks by the 


i} Ames Bros. 


’ > ; 


$22,500 a week for the show (in 
contrast to the $25,000 Standard 
Brands paid for the package.) How- 
ever, Bergen’s cut will be higher 
than previously, plus, of course, his 
share in the subsid operations, | 


oo yee 
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Wash. Post Takes Over WTOP, D.C. As 
Triple-Play Tangle Gets Unwound 





Washington, Feb. 15. + 


The tangled WTOP-WINX-KQW 
transactions got pretty much 
straightened out last week, with 
new managements taking over, 
cash collected, and tempers cooled. 
A ruling by the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission allowed the | 
following to happen: | 

1. The Washington Post took | 
over management of the CBS} 
50kw outlet WTOP, in which it! 
purchased 55% interest from the 
web last fall. 

2. CBS obtained full ownership 
of KQW, San Francisco, in which | 
it bought 55% when it sold con- 
trol of WTOP, but retained 45% | 
of the latter. 

3. The Brunton family, which | 
owned KQW, now collects $425,000 | 
which had been lying in escrow | 
awaiting approval of transfer of 





control of WTOP, which the net) UAW Station In Detroit 


decided to sell to stay within seven 
AM station quota restrictions of | 
FCC. 

4. WTOP will now have an FM} 
auxiliary, having acquired WINX- | 
FM, and for the first time all | 
major network stations will offer | 
FM service in Washington. 

5. WTOP’s conditional FM grant 
is surrendered to the FCC and be- 


CBS’ 425G Escrow 


Washington, Feb. 15. 

While CBS has been await- 
ing approval of its sale of con- 
trolling interest in WTOP to 
the Washington Post, it has 
had $425,000 deposited in 
escrow since last May in a 
San Francisco bank for pay- 
ment to the Brunton family 
for 55% interest in KQW: 

Acquisition of KQW hinged 
on the WTOP deal which was 
approved last week. Money 
held in escrow cannot be used 
by the the bank but at 3% in- 
terest the amount held would 
have drawn approximately 
$10,000. 











Tackles An Issue Which 
Sparked Riot In Auto City 


Detroit, Feb. 15. 
WDET-FM, Detroit, United Auto 





Workers station, launched a series 
of 13 panel discussions on racial 


Gertrude Berg to Stick 
To TV With ‘Goldbergs’ 


Although General Foods (Sanka 
Coffee), which is sponsoring the 
video version of “The Goldbergs” 
on CBS-TV, has expressed interest 
in reviving the program on radio 
for a simultaneous showcasing, as 
far as Gertrude Berg, the author 
and star, is concerned, there will 
be nothing done about it at least 
until the fall. As a radio show, 
“Goldbergs” had a 17-year run 
until it went off the air a couple 
years ago. 

Primarily Mrs. Berg is con- 
cerned in maintaining the present 
video pace of the situation com- 
edy, which has won critical kudos 
since its TV bow six weeks ago. 





Midwest FMers 


In AT&T Beet 


Washington, Feb. 15. 

Discrimination against nine mid- 
west FM stations was charged 
against the American Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. by the FM Assn. 
last week in a complaint alleging 
violation of the Anti-Trust Act and 
the Communications Act. The 
action, filed with the Federal Com- 





From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY, .. 


NBC press dept. looking for four writers ...WOR’s Ten Year Club 
holds its annual dinner-dance Feb. 22 at the Statler....Jack Lazare, 








comes available to bidders, but no 
Meyer’s ‘Folly’ 
‘ Washington, Feb. 15. 
Washington Post owner Eu- 
gene Meyer might have saved 
time and money by turning in 
license of WINX when he got 
okay last fall to buy control of 
WTOP. Rule against dual 
ownership of stations in one 
area required Meyer to sell 
WINX, whieh he did recently 
for $130,000. But in getting 
‘ FCC approval to assume op- 
| eration of WTOP the Post 
| owner agreed to turn back 


license by Aug. 1 if WINX 


sale didn’t receive official 
sanction. 
It is understood _ station 


deficit purchase of WTOP to 
Aug. 1 may total nearly $130.- 
000. Meyer is reported to have 
considered surrendering li- 
cense but didn’t want to de- 
prive listeners of _ station’s 
service and employees of jobs. 


problems Sunday (13). Titled | munications Commission, said 
“Community Clinic,” the program | AT&T refused to provide service 


—lis presented by the Coordinating | linking a group of Iowa, Illinois 


Council on Human Relations, with | and Wisconsin outlets which had 
|George Schermer, director of the | Planned a network broadcast of a 
|Mayor’s Interracial Committee, as | Chicago meeting last December of 
'moderator. newspaper and radio execs. 


| Although racial issues are touchy! FMA prexy William E. Ware 
telephone company 


‘in the auto city, which a few years Called the hone 
|ago saw a violent outbreak, the | action “a clear violation of law 
‘broadcasts tackle the questions.| Which imposes a _ very serious 
Kickoff subject was “Should there | handicap upon the FM radio sta- 
‘be fair employment legislation in | tions.” FM operations, he added, 
|Michigan?” Other topics will be | have not brought large financial 
|“Discrimination in public places,” returns and FM stations are there- 
“Should there be racial segregation | fore totally unable to comply with 
‘in public housing?” and “Anti- | “the totally unjust and unreason- 
Semitism.” | able—and therefore unlawful prac- 
WDET is a non-profit operation, | tices and regulations of the tele- 
sales being made only to cover ex- | Phony company.” ; 
penses, depreciation and improved| The program in question, FMA 
service. Commercials are limited Said, was carried by some of the 
to 50% of broadcast time. To in- Stations but others were unable to 
crease ownership of FM sets in its | Secure intercity telephone connec- 
area, the station is cooperating with | tions. The federal law, the associa- 


radio dealers. It is distributing a| tion declared, provides that “it | 
folder on the virtues of FM and | Shall be the duty of every common | 
carrier engaged in interstate com-|, . i : i. oy 
munications by wire of radio to| im WMCA’s “Joseph in America,” Saturday Feb. 5 .. 


such communication on 24”, asst. to casting director Marge Morrow at CBS, quitting to join 


jhas sent letters to dealers suggest- 


|ing that they use WDET to demon- . 
| furnish 





= ———~ 


strate the advantages of FM. 





rush to file applications 
pected. 

6. The Washington Post, which 
sold WINX to William A. Banks of 
Philadelphia, subject to approval 


ing procedure, will surrender the 


is ex- | 


reasonable request.” 





ex-WQXR and WNYC, joins WOR as announcer-producer.... Barbara 
| Welles serving coffee—and to studio audience during her broadcasts 
| .... Al Helfer, vet sports announcer, will broadcast Giant ballgames 
' with Russ Hodges on WMCA.....Ralph L. Atlass, recently named man- 
'agement consultant to WMCA, has been elected to the indie’s board of 
| directors....N. Y. Times to publish its second TV section April 24.... 
William B. Rahn, formerly with Burn-Smith, station reps, has joined 
WINS as account exec. 

Henry Morgenthau III threw on Saturday (12) cocktail party for a 
|'treasury—“A Treasury of the Spoken Word,” new book by Ted Cott, 
WNEW, v.p. Gimmick planned for the event was wire-recording of 
celeb guests reading poems from the tome, but it didn’t come off. 
| Someone forgot to bring the mike... . Dick Leibert, whose music back- 
| grounds and bridges are heard on four daytime serials, left Friday 
'(11) for two week vacation in Canada....Many radiotes, including 
Patsy Campbell and her husband, Al Reilly now going in for fencing. 
| 


Myron Kirk, radio-tele head of Kudner agency (Texaco Star Theatre, 
Admiral Broadway Revue) now has an assistant to handle detail. He's 
| Frank Harting, who was on the public relations staff of the agency ... 
| Lou Cowans’ fourth child is due in June....Fortune Pope, prexy of 
| WHOM, is taking a week's breather in Palm Beach....N. Y. Sports 
Broadcasters Assn. is honoring Joe Dimaggio at its second annual 
|shindig at Ruppert’s Brewery Feb. 21....BBC cocktail party thrown 
for Norman Luker, successor to W. R. Reid as North American repre- 
sentative, at Gotham hotel last night (Tues.)....Joe Franklin rounding 
up oldtimers for an “Antique Record Shop Come to Life” unit for 
vaude and tele dates....Marilyn Lowe, radio actress, currently in Mae 
West “Diamond Lil” legiter as one of ingenue leads....Announcer Bill 
Rogers now a landowner, having bought two-and-a-half acre site in 
Greenwich, Conn. Plans building a ranch home... .Richard Dana, who 
scripts United Nations CBS program, “Memo from Lake Success,” 
signed for Mutual series “Experience Speaks.’’... Arline Blackburn, 
Andy Donnelly and Robert Donley added to cast of “David Harum”.... 
Cameron Prod’homme to “Front Page Farrell.” 
| MBS “Family Theater” marks its third year on the air tonight (16) 
|....Add part-time profs: Mitch Grayson teaching radio course at Sarah 
| Lawrence....Clifford Evans teaching radio journalism at CCNY.... 
| Arnold Stang vacationing in Miami....G. Edward Hamilton named 
station engineer in charge of WJZ-TV transmitter....Mary Rice Ander- 
son new WQXR promotion director, ex-American Legion mag.... 
Arch Kepner, WQXR continuity editor, captaining team in Vanderbilt 

|Cup bridge -tourney....Indie flacks Jo Ranson and Dick Pack, whose 
| Vocational Guidance Manual “Opportunities in Radio” is being revised, 
have signed contract for “Opportunities in Television” for fall publica- 
| tion....Henry Morgan show set to tee off on NBC Sunday, March 6, 
at 8:30 p.m. Arnold Stang will be a regular on airer. Joe Stein and 
| Will Glickman will handle the scripting. 

Ed Murrow, Martin Block named chairman and vice-chairman of the 
| Salvation Army’s radio fund drive, which seeks $1,100,000 from Greater 
| New Yorkers....Rita Hayworth and Ali Khan may be on March 4 
| premiere broadcast of Mutual’s “Experience Speaks” airer, if web’s ne- 
gotiations go through. Bill Adams will be host and Hendrik Booraem 
| will produce....Having completed role in “C-Men” pic, radio actress 
| Adelaide Klein goes into “Blithe Spirit’ in Miami Beach next week 
(22)....Joan Lane, former CBS trade news ed in N. Y., and hubby Jack 
Rourke, parents of girl born Lincoln’s Birthday on the Coast. 

It was Donald Buka, not Eric Dressler, who played the watchmaker 
Florence Shana- 


‘her husband, Michael Giaro, who is in foreign pix business in Rio 


The complaint said the applica- | 4¢ Janeiro. Miss Morrow leaves on the 25th for a three-week vacation 


following 60-day AVCO advertis-|N. Y., has a_ side-line. 


WHOM’s Waxing Biz 


WHOM, the Generoso Pope- 
owned Italian-language station in 
Having 
|/moved recently into its newly-re- 





tion of the FM stations for service, | ....Lueille Ball in from the Coast for 10 days, with her Friday CBS 
while “reasonable and in the pub- | show getting the tape-recording treatment this week....J. Allan 
lis interest,” was denied for rea-| Mitchell has joined radio commercial writing staff of McCann- 
sons not clearly specified but | Erickson. 

“presumably” because ‘‘some of 


the stations were linked together IN HOLLYWOOD... 





license to FCC if the station hasn’t | furbished studios and offices on by 
been disposed of by August 1. 
FCC Okays Post Terms u 
The Commission ruling was 80ne into the transcription busi- into the network.” 
made on a request contained in a ness, under name of Coastal Re-| Stations joining in the complaint 
petition filed with the recent ap- cording Corp., with several clients | were KFMX, Council Bluffs, Ta.; 
plication of the Post to sell WINX | already on the books. | KSCJ-FM, Sioux City; KFMY, Fort 
to Banks for $130,000 and to trans-| Station will do all types of tran- | Dodge, Ia.; KGLO-FM, Mason City, 
fer WINX-FM to WTOP, Inc., for scriptions, and operation will be Ia; KDTH-FM, Dubuque, Ia.; 
$160,000. The Post had asked Separately staffed. It’s headed by WBNB-FM, Beloit, Wis.; WILA, 
waiver of AVCO procedure on| Tom Kelleher, under prexy For- | Woodstock, Ill.; WKRS, Waukegan 
transfer of WINX and WINX-FM, | tune Pope’s supervision. Ill; and WEAW, Evanston, Ill. 
but, in any event, wanted to be al-!| —— 
lowed immediately to assume, ‘ e e ‘ 
operation of WTOP. As a guaran- 
tee against indefinite operation of F (C Perpetuating the Mediocre 
two stations in one area (dis-| 9 
allowed by FCC regulations), it of- 
fered to turn in the license of | 
WINX if sale to Banks or to a) 





a 





a s air, while distances involved 
West 52d street, station found itself made telephone service necessary 


so acoustically equipped that it has | to bring the more remote outlets 


possible competitive bidder has | 

not been approved by August 1. 
The Commission had previously | 

allowed the WINX-FM transfer | 


Is Beef on Grant in New Orleans 


Washington, Feb. 15. 
Decision favoring former Loui- 
siana Gov. James A. Noe for ‘the 


'strength of the showing made by 


/such applicant. ... It is a rule of 


(Continued on page 42) 


Hanna Joins WOR Director 
Staff; McGregor Out 


WOR, N. Y., is strengthening its 
staff of directors to give more help 
to its talent and package produ- 
cers. Up to now WOR personalities 
and programs were frequently on 
their own, getting mostly “after 
the fact” criticism. 

Jay Hanna will join the staff 
Feb. 28 as a director. Hanna has 
had 19 years of experience in net- 
work radio, having worked for J. 
Walter Thompson, Phillips Lord 
and N. W. Ayer. He will help the 
station’s talent with various prob- 
Jems. Jock MacGregor, a staff di- 
rector for many years, has re- 
signed, although he’ll still do “Nick 
Carter.” 

WOR, incidentally, is looking for 
a replacement for “Hobby Lobby,” 





|frequency 1060ke for a 25kw sta- 
/tion in New Orleans, was strongly 
protested last week by the Deep 
South Broadcasting Corp. It asked 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission for rehearing and recon- 
sideration with the sole criterion 
to be—which applicant will best 
serve the listening public. 


The grant to Noe was voted four 
to two last month, with FCC Chair- 
man Wayne Coy and Commissioner 
Frieda Hennock dissenting. Co 
favored Deep South on the basis of 
“superior program proposals.” 
Miss Hennock thought a further 
hearing should be held. Commis- 
sioner Robert Jones, while concur- 
ring, disagreed with one of the 
grounds on which the decision was 
based. 


Deep South, 80% owned by John | 


D. Ewing, who has radio and news- 
, paper interests, said the Commis- 
sion, in favoring Noe, ruled, in ef- 
fect, “that an existing station, even 
| with a mediocre record of perform- 


decision calculated to perpetuate 
the mediocre, the unimaginative 
and the timid, while freezing out 
those who have both the capacity 
/and the desire to bring to the com- 
munity new plans and new con- 
cepts for the public interest.” 

| Deep South told the Commission 
its decision has produced a “bi- 
| zarre”’ result. “You favor an in- 
dividual who through most of his 
life has been under recurrent crim- 
inal investigation, as against two 
other individuals of unquestioned 
integrity and high standing. . . . 
| You have made this grant to a li- 


' 
censee who has no awareness of | 


many of the first principles of 
good broadcasting and who was so 
little concerned that he did not 
know what was being broadcast 
| over his station. .. .” 

The Commission preference of 
/Noe on the ground his program 
proposals were more “definite” 
than Deep South’s, which testified 
it would accept a satisfactory net- 


| work affiliation if offered, was also 


which will bew out in a couple ance, is to be favored against any attacked. Deep South said it tes- 


of weeks. 


‘new applicant, regardless of the’ 


(Continued on page 42) 


Mutual’s Abe Schechter finally got away on that vacation and will 
| pass most of it in Palm Springs... Eddie Cantor takes his show to 
| Peoria March 25 to participate in observance of Blue Ribbon Week 
| there. He'll broadcast from Milwaukee the following week and then 
_head back to the Coast.... Renzo Cesana, who formerly had his own 
/ agency in Hollywood, named television production manager for radio’s 
|Three Johns—Masterson, Reddy and Nelson... Sandra Gould back 
|from eastern junket to resume her busy schedule....Radio Writers 
| Guild turned back strike fund contributions to donors so it’s back to 
‘the mill, boys.:..Bernie Schubert is shifting George O’Hanlon and his 
“Behind the Eight Ball’ show east for both radio and tele... .‘“Pat 
Novak For Hire” gets another ride on ABC well baited for sponsor- 
ship. Chiller also had a long spin on Don Lee-Mutual but Ed Kobak 
dinged it as being too realistic. Jack Webb is back in the name role and 
Bill Johnson produces. Missing from the original setup is Dick Breen, 
scripter, who was quickly snapped up for pictures. ...Austin Peterson, 
| who heads up the Coast office for Ted Bates, is now a partner in the 
firm....Fred Zeder, Jr., head of Zeder-Talbott agency, here from De- 
troit to set in motion campaign for recently acquired Altes beer ac- 
count... Carl Brown, v.p. of Sherman-Marquette, in town for a quickie 
enroute back to New York from his Arizona winter retreat....Red 
Skelton will take his show on the road for a few weeks so he can do 
some theatre personals. Has the itch to get the feel of live audiences 
|while Metro is readying his next picture....Lou Place of the Seeds 
agency back on the job after a joust with pneumonia... .Ralph Edwards 
goes touring for two weeks with “This Is Your Life,” stopping off at 
Minneapolis and Chicago late next month. ...Meredith Willson believes 
there’s Hit Parade potential in his themer, “Every Day,” so he has 
called in a lyric writer. He did it before with “You and I,” which was 
'the topper for many weeks....Cathy Lewis had to turn down a fea- 
tured role in the filming of ‘‘My Friend Irma” on doctor’s orders. She 
was co-starred with Marie Wilson in the air version until forced out 
by illness....Cy Howard is working on a new idea, which would give 
him three shows on CBS if it clicks, the others being “Irma” and “Life 
With Luigi.”....Jack Runyon tossed a wassail for Ken Beirn, new 
executive veepee of Biow. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Walter Steindel out as conductor on WGN’s “Northerners,” replaced 
by Glenn Wetty... Anita Rodenbacek newcomer to NBC guest rela- 
tions....WMAQ has completed preliminary tests on new emergency 
transmitter....“Date With Jim Ameche,” started Mon. (14), offers 
WGN femmes chance to pick type of entertainment....NBC’s Beryl 
Vaughan will vacation in Palm Beach next week....Rev. Michael 
Campagna, director of Hoosier Town, guesting on “Elizabeth Hart 
Presents” over WMAQ....David LeWinter’s society orch now NBCing 
from Pump Room....Jeanne Calhoun, MBS trafficker, back to work 
from sickbed....WCFL’s disk jockey Marty Hogan teed off on new 
show Mon. (14) titled “Musical Merry-Go-Round”... .“Hint Hunt” de- 
parted Chi CBS studio for seven-week tour through Florida....Tom 
Moore’s Granny Be-Bop contest for singing grandmothers in third 


(Continued on page 42) 
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PLENTY NBC CHANGES ON TAP 





Benny Breaking Even? 


If Jack Benny made the same deal with CBS’ William S. Paley 


that was established in the stages 


when he was still dickering with 


NBC, it might turn out that he won’t do better than break even 


on his capital-gains maneuvering. 


{t all depends on whether Paley succeeded in inserting a clause 


in the contract (which would have been part of the NBC 
whereby CBS would be reimbursed by Benny’s 


prises for any losses incurred in 
tures. And nobody is talking as 


Benny’s initial film, “Lucky Stiff,” 


of crix and public reaction, doing 
at the Globe, N. Y. 


is taking the rap, 
answer. 


If Paley managed to invoke the clause, 


stands to lose on the pic venture, 


Revenue boys’ non-capital gains ruling compelling Benny to lay it 
it’s estimated that the comedian might 
in the whole financial arrangement. 


on the straight tax line, 
wind up as the “unlucky stiff” 


It stands to lose several hundred thousand 
dollars, and while initial impression has been that it is Paley who 
that all-important protective clause holds the 


deal), 
Amusement Enter- 
the A-E corporation’s film ven- | 
to the exact terms of the deal. 
shapes up a poorly on the basis 
a quick fold after a week’s run 


then it’s Benny who 
And on the basis of the Internal 








Small Advertisers Scurry to Radio 


To Deplete Large Surplus Inventories 


Small advertisers are taking to? 
the airwaves in a big way, it’s re- | 
ported by Bert Hauser, Mutual’s 
director of co-operative program- 
ming. The reason is that many 
merchandisers and retailers are 
choked with surplus inventories. 

As of yesterday (15) an MBS re- 
port shows a total of 1,942 local 
sponsor sales on co-op programs. | 
This is an all-time high and an 
increase of 132 over last year’s 
figure. 

The boost, Hauser feels, can be 
attributed to the restrictions on 
credit-buying which the Govern- | 
ment instituted last October. An- | 
ti-inflation regulations aimed at 
cutting down installment buying | 
had the effect of catching many re- | 
tailers with big inventories, and | 
they are using radio to unload 
their surpluses. Since October the 
net has signed 150 local co-op 
sponsors. 

According to Hauser, indications | 
are that cooperative and local radio 
sales during the early part of 1949 
will continue their upward trend. 
“One feature of the movement,” 
he said, “is that more and more | 
department stores, local retailers, | 
clothing, hardware and household | 


(Continued on page 41) 
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Soith, Grimblat, Geared: | Matus! network. Negotiations axe | toto eeaioaa 


| co- -op department and Sol Jaffe, of Service, the creative guy at the 


Of Charges, Give Assist 
On New Chevalier Series. 


Ben Smith, American, and Pierre | 
Grimblat, French, are on loan from | 
the French National Radio to co- 
operate on the production of the 
new Maurice Chevalier tape-| 
recorded series called “This Is 
Paris” now in preparation in Paris. 
Show will bow on full Mutual fa- 
cilities soon in the Thursday night | 


10 p.m. segment. 
Both Smith and Grimblat had 
been temporarily suspended re- 


cently by French National Kadio 
on account of a French radio inter- 
nal squabble, but they have been | 
fully reinstated and vindicated of 
all charges. 

Chevalier is under 52-week con- + 
tract for the series, which is being 
recorded in English at the Cafe de. 
La Paix, before a cuffo audience. 
Chevalier has also been optioned 
should the radio program turn into 
video material. 


‘COLUMBIA STAGE DOOR’ 
DUE OFF YEAR-OLD SHELF 


CBS may soon take off the shelf | 
a 60-minute show auditioned more 
than a year ago but which never 
hit the air. It’s “Columbia Stage 
Door,” emceed by Clifton Fadiman, 
which is a new switch on talent 
development, utilizing a weekly 
panel of show biz experts who will 
actively participate in the pro- 
gram and determine the potential 
qualities of the aspirants brought 
on the show. 

With the Wednesday night In- 
ternation! Harvester Show moving 
over to NBC, CBS may utilize the 
9.30 to 10.30 Wednesday segment 
for “Stage Door.” Irving Mans- 





field produced the audition platter. 





Day-Night Difference 
Chicago, Feb. 15. 

“Respectful Prostitute’ rn 
into a strange ABC censor tan- 
gle here last week. Director 
Mary Hunter, skedded for a 
guest shot via the “Welcome 
Traveler” a. m. show, called it 
off when she couldn't mention 
name of the play. 

Same day, Miss Hunter dis- 
cussed the play at length with 
Bob Elson over “20th Cen- 
tury,” which airs on ABC p.m. 
Seems like daytime ABC lis- 
teners get better moral protec- 
tion, or net has day and night 
censors. 








Dinah, Sinatra 
Eye Daytime — 
Mutual Strips 


Frank Sinatra and Dinah Shore 
may shortly go co-op on _ the 


| 


| Jaffe & Jaffe, and it is understood 
| that a meeting of minds will soon 
be effected. 

Miss Shore and Sinatra would be 


/starred in their own daytime pro- | 


grams, 15-minute cross-the-board | 
strips. T he Voice has just parted | 
ways with “Hit Parade.” 

Trade significance of the co-op 
deal is that as TV cuts into AM! 
, audiences and the advertisers’ | 
' budgets, individual sponsors may 
/not be able to pay talent the high 
'prices now current. But a group 
of local sponsors could afford the 
/nut. For instance, Kate Smith’s 
MBS co-op is netting her about 
$9,000 a week. 

Another advantage of the co- “OP, | 
| as far as performers are concerned, | 
‘is that it offers opportunity for in- | 
tensive promotion on the local | 
level. 


Edwin C. Hill’s Gripe Vs. 
Van’s ‘Human Side’ Tag 


- Edwin C. Hill, whose “Human | 
Side of the News” is heard on ABC, 
is burning at WOR, N. Y., because | 
of Lyle Van's ‘News on the Human 


Side” strip. Immediate cause was | 
an ad taken by WOR several weeks | 
back asking readers to listen to 
Lyle Van's “Human Side of the. 
News’ —which is Hill's title. 

Gever - Cornel! - Ganger. which 
handles Hill for Nash-Kelvinator, 
sent a letter to WOR, which) 
yanked the ad and explained that | 
it was just an “accident in copy.” | 
But Hill is stifl seeing red, feeling 
‘that the WOR title infringes on the | 
tag he has used for 20 years, back 
to the days when he wrote for. 
King Features under that line. | 
WOR-has been using the “News on 
the Human Side” label for “Ti 


years. 


{ 








c aie @ programming, is 


| organization of 
| dept. 
|fall the entire program 
| will have been revamped. 


{tive programming is 
| But they're equally as 


| spark a revival of t 
| gramming. 


| for example, 
| Benny, as a radio personality, was 








~VERUL nUE Looming in Radio Under TV Threat, 
With Tele Cutting to 14-Hr. Shows 


embarking on an era of | 
estab- 
chronological timetable 
calls for a complete re- 
its programming 
It’s anticipated that by next 
division 


lishing a 
which 


Such a move, in the wake of the 
losses inflicted on the network, | 


| had been considered inevitable in 
| informed trade quarters, although 
;up to now NBC, 


) save for inviting | 
new ideas from all sides, has been | 
standing pat on key personnel. 


As one web exec put it: “Start 
at the bottom — and who knows 
| how far up the line it will go!” 


—— much is known: there has 
been lots of scurrying around for 
people for various jobs. 

It’s fairly well established in the 
trade that the men who come up 


with the right NBC formula pat- 
terned to the web’s “economical 


radio” policy, to counter the star- | 
studded CBS roster, will have en- 
trenched themselves in enviable 
positions. 

Some NBC execs are the first 
to acknowledge the network’s pres- 
ent inadequacies insofar as crea- 
concerned. 
insistent 
that the present predicament will 
days back 
in the early ’30’s, when NBC dis- 
tinguished itself in creative oi 
(Not generally known, 

is the fact that owe, 


the creation of the NBC commer- 
cial program division. In those 
days John Royal turned Benny 
over to the late Bertha Brainard, 
who was given the assignment of 
“making an air personality out of 
Benny.” That was back in 1932, 
when the comedian first went on 
|for Canada Dry). 


Seeing the Light 


In subsequent years, as NBC 
solidified itself as the No. 1 web 
with its attendant SRO, the net- 


| work found itself saddled with a 


creative program division that it 
no longer needed. Save for the | 
news-educational slanted programs | 
flings at public. 


web was sitting idle. And the fact 
that the creative commercial pro- 
| gramming was by then coming out | 
of the agencies proved the final 
clincher. 


It has been recognized in the 
trade for more than a year that 
‘the agency foothold on creative 
programming was slipping. More 
and more shows were coming from 
the package boys and the webs, 
|notably CBS, were reestablishing 
themselves with house-built com- 
mercial programs. But it took Bill 
Paley’s raiding technique via capi- 
tal gains for. NBC to “see the 
light,” as one net official put it. | 


+ As television moves closer and 





4 closer 


Help Wanted 


It’s generally conceded that 
the Mar. of the Year—or the 
next three or four years—in 
radio will be the one who cre- 
ates a nev. formula for sound 
broadcasting. That’s predicated 
on the widespread belief that, 
no matter to what extent tele- 
vision expands, radio will still 
be around. 

But it’s argued with equal 
vehemence that to survive ra- 
dio will have to be specialized, 
catering to specific audiences. 
It will mean getting the gen- 
eral manager out of the book- 
keeping department, the pro- 
gram manager off the golf 
course, and invite an era of 
creative program patterning. 

And the man who patterns 
the new radio format will be 
the champ in the AM ring. 








| Broadcasting 
|ada this year. 


WJZ to KOB: 
‘Get Of 770 Or 
We'll All Lose It 


Washington, Feb. 15. 


ABC today asked the FCC to: 


clear the 770-ke. channel used by 
WJZ, N.Y., from interference by 
KOB, Alberqueque, N.M. The net- 
work said if the channel isn’t made 
clear now, the U.S. will lose it at 
the next North American Regional 
Conterence in Can- 


ABC said that KOB has been 
operating on 770 since 1941 under 
special authorization, apparently | 
granted because at that time NBC | 
had two clear channel stations in 
New York—WJZ and WEAF (now 
WNBC). KOB has an application 
for regular operation on 770 
which is being held up by the com- 


‘mission, pending outcome of the | 


clear channel proceedings. 


ABC said it never contemplated, | 


when it consented to KOB’s full- 
time use of the channel during the 
war, that sO many obstacles would 


arise to allow the station to remain | 


on 770. It pointed to delays caused 
by the opening of the clear channel 
hearings, the intervention by the 
Senate and now the postponement 
of a decision until after the 
NARBA conference next fall. 
The result, said ABC, is that the 
frequency 770, alone of all Class 
I-A channels, “has been discrimi- 


(Continued on page 41) 











Nielsen's 


Top 20 


(Jan. 2-8) 

Cur. Prev Cur. Points 
Rank Rank Program Rating Change 
1 1 Lux Radio Theatre........... 34.2 +1.9 
2 4 CT PE ee ee 213 +-5.1 
3 3 Fibber & Molly eae 23.3 +2.6 
4 5 Godfrey’s Talent Scouts ...... 27.2 +2.0 
5 7 my Friend Irma. .... isis ° 26.5 4+2.4 
6 8 Walter Winchell ......... cc... 26.4 -+3.3 
7 17 Amos ’n’ Andy 26.2 +6.7 
8 6 Sn eee en ee 242 —0.8 
9 73 Truth or Consequences ....... 23.4 +9.0 
10 24 DE TIE is Fis ss stemmed 23.1 +4.4 
11 16 Mr. District Attorney ......... 22.8 +1.7 
12 21 Peperery THEATE «owe icvdedcs 22.6 +3.0 
13 13 RE A OEE ont cea eee 2.4 +1.0 
4 2 Pee Are PUGA ic ivaas onde 21.8 -——(),1 
15 14 a eee ce 21.8 +1.3 
16 28 Sam Spade ......«cee err rer 21.4 +-3.7 
17 19 Pe COE: 3» ote gs kk wes vee otee 21.3 +0.8 
18 54 EE MONO 2... chav ev ees ean 21.1 +6.1 
19 46 Et oe SOU BAZ6 os ccasivnaaay 21.1 +43 
20 26 Inner Sanctum ..,.eeeeseee+-, 20.9 +2.5 


into the bigtime and wins 
lover the heavy bankrollers, the 
| question currently intriguing the 
| trade is what effect it will have on 
| radio's future programming pat- 
‘tern. It’s considered likely, for 
| example, that a return to hour- 
| long programming in network 
| radio is entirely feasible, based on 
the assumption that the tariff for 
| web facilities won't be as stiff as 


| it is today. 
| By the same token, as video 
ispreads itself coast-to-coast and 


viewers multiply into the millions, 
TV network rates will jump even 
far beyond the fees for sound 
| broadcasting. While _ presently 
there are nearly a dozen 60-minute 
video presentations available on 
the limited TV network facilities, 
the costs eventually will be so pro- 
hibitive that half-hour or even 15- 
minute programming is bound to 
set the pattern. 

' Some close to the picture en- 
vision an era when a half-hour of 
coast-to-coast tele time will cost a 
sponsor closer to $25,000 than the 
present $10,000 to $12,000 for com- 
parable radio time. That, plus the 
considerably higher production 
costs attending video, will prob- 
ably inspire clients to share the 
| time periods with other sponsors 
‘on an alternate-week basis or even 
use a single show for a five or six- 
| product plug, instead of using dif- 
| ferent shows, as on radio, for each 
of the products. 

And as TV circulation mounts 
and more and more radio time 
opens. up, it’s considered equally 
certain that inevitably the webs 
must reduce their rates to retain 
clients and win new ones. Hour- 
long programming may then wit- 
ness a revival of the days, back in 
the early °30’s, when they flour- 
ished because the tamer rates made 
it economically possible to sew up 
60 minutes. 





‘Sinatra Sounding Out 
| His Radio Future As 
‘Parade’ Passes Him By 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Frank Sinatra is in New York to 
‘see about his future or what radio 
holds for him next season. Drop- 
ping off “Hit Parade” on the last 
broadcast of the season late in May, 
‘he flew east to consult with his at- 
torney, Henry Jaffe, MCA and pos- 
!sibly William S. Paley, who may 
find a spot and sponsor for him on 
CBS. 
| Like the old gag, “was he pushed 
‘or did he fall,” it is still conjectural 
‘whether American Tobacco’s Vin- 
cent Riggio gave him the pink slip 
.or Frankie handed in his notice. 
| True that Riggio wants “Parade” i 
/New York for radio and television, 
;|which may have been one way of 
letting the lad shift for himself. 
Sinatra has picture commitments. 
iwhich would militate against any 
‘move in N. Y. His studio, Metro, 
|/would also veto any plan of his or 
Riggio’s to kinescope the show, 
hotding that any picture star on 
\film for TV is competitive to the 
company’s output. 

Most valid of all the reasons for 
|Sinatra’s leave-taking of Luckies is 
that the show is costing too much 
| with him and the saving can be 
‘siphoned over to television. Riggio 
must have his own reasons for not 
including him in the TV picture, 
which would coincide with other 
private opinions. 


Chi’s WCFL Reorg 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 

New operational setup went into 
effect at WCFL with resignation of 
general manager Howard T. Kee- 
gan. The g.m. title has been elim- 
inated, and henceforth each de- 
partment head will report direct 
to William A, Lee, prexy of Chi 
Federation of Labor, which owns 
station. 
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FiT FOR A KING 


RADIO-CARABIN 


PAT NOVAK FOR HIRE 


With William Gephart, Violetta With Samson Francois, Alphonse | With Jack Webb, Jack Lewis, 


Velero, Harriet Friedenberg, 
Frank Gilston, Hugh Rowen, | 
David Elkin, Ellsworth Zintz; | 
Jean May, Dorothea Hunt, Renee , 
Finkel, Ruth Winrow, Phyllis. 
Glick; Atra Baer, narrator; Hil- 
liard Edell, announcer 
Producer-Director Siegfried Lan- 
dau | 
60 “ins., Sun. (13), 10:30 a.m. 
WNYC, N. Y. | 
As part of its 10th American , 
music festival WNYC gave the) 
world preem Sunday (13) of a ro- 
mantic one-act opera, “Fit for a 
King,” with music by Martin Kali- 
manoff and libretto by Atra Baer, 
Bugs Baer’s daughter. A- modern 
adaption of the Andersen fairy 
tale, “The Emperor’s New Clothes,” 
the opera turned out to be charm- 
ing musical hour as well as an 
above-average radio program. Di- 
rected and produced with a great 
deal of imagination and wit, the 
opera furnished a tuneful, appeal- 
ing score, a clever, humorous lib- 
retto, and some well-trained, fine | 
singers and musicians to perform | 
it. It was quite a feather in WNYC’s | 
cap. 
Program was presented in form 
of a kid’s hour, with introduction | 
kidding radio airers, commercials | 
(the “wispy, crisby crunchies”), | 
etc. Then it went into the musical | 
story of a mythical 
country and the monarch who or- 


dered a fabulous robe. The OPUS | vocals in 


had a little too much of the Broad- 
way operetta flavor, but this was 
apparently intentional. There was 
also not enough variety in the mu- 
sic, in that most of the arias or 


Ledoux, Roger Garand; Maurice 


Meerte music; Jean - Maurice 
Bailly, announcer | 

Writers: Paul Leduc, Laurent) 
Jodoin 


Producer-Director: Jodoin 
60 Mins., Wed., 9 p.m. 
BREWING CORP. 
CBF, Montreal | 
(Spitzer & Mills) 
Produced for the Brewing Corp. 
of Canada and plugging Bradings 
beer, this hour-long show is cur- 
rently hitting a 35.9 rating which 
is has maintained for almost the 
past six years. Originated by 
Laurent Jodoin with the students 
from the Univ. of Montreal taking 


| the major casting roles, this pro- 


gram packs a good pace, offering 
comedy and satire, mixing it up 
with serious talk. Commercials are 
kept down to just a mention of 
the name Bradings as the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. forbids the air- 
ing of distillery or brewing house | 
advertising in any but an institu- | 
tional manner. 

Show plays to a large studio 
audience, with every program get- | 
ting thousands of requests for 
ducats. Script in general is in a} 
much broader manner that any- | 


‘thing on the English networks and | lift 
general clowning of actors, which | helped whet 


80 Mins.; Sun., 7 p.m. (EST) 


' the full ABC net. Previously it was 


‘outlets. Well-written script by Lou 
| Hartmann, 


Raymond Burr, others; George 
Fenneman, announcer 
Writer: Lou Hartmann 
Producer - director: William P. 
Rousseau 


| 


Sustaining 

ABC, from Hollywood 
Crisp, racy dialog of ABC’s half-| 

hour mystery show, “Pat Novak for | 

Hire,” drew a wider audience Sun. | 


(13) when the airer was piped to, 


heard only on the chain’s Coast 
bangup production | 
values plus able acting bring this 
meller considerably above the 
run-of-the-mill cops -n’ - robbers 
dramas that clutter up the kilo- 
cycles. 

Sunday’s chapter unfolded a taie 
of murder and double cross that | 
was speedily solved by -the com-| 
bined efforts of Novak, a suspect 
himself, and an ubiquitous police | 


|inspector. Localed along the San 


Francisco waterfront, the yarn 
dealt with the efforts of two guys | 


|and a gal to smuggle a priceless 


volume of Shakespeare into the 
country. Plot was given an added 
by numerous. twists. that} 


the curiosity of | 


pleases house, leaves bad air holes | dialers. 


of unexplained yocks and palming. | 


Characters. ranged from the | 


|$5 for correct answers. 
/admen, eager to hit the jackpot, pasted up copies of WOV ads on agency 


~ Inside Stuff—Radio 


The national office of American Federation of Radio Artists has 
reversed its previous ruling refusing to grant a waiver to the Navy for 
use of a transcription made by Eddy Duchin. ° 

The radio actors’ union made the shift after examining the facts and 
learning that the Navy did not know it was violating a union rule by 
repeating a broadcast of the transcription, on another station in the 
same city, without paying an additional fee. AFRA has received assur- 
ances from the Navy that in the future it will check the union before 
starting any radio projects. 

On the question of whether new local station contracts signed by 


'the union contain AFRA shop clauses, the union says that all contracts 
'do include the clause, except pacts in.the 13 southern and midwest 


states which prohibit closed shops. 





WOV, N. Y., which last fall conducted a successful “Time Buyer's 
Quiz’ promotion, will shortly launch a new series. Last year the indie 
phoned time buyers and queried them on its trade paper ads, paying 
Station. manager Ralph Weil reports that 


walls. This year the station is mailing out bulletins which outline 
success stories and questions on typical sponsors. A few days following 
the mailing, the time buyer gets a call and a question—with jackpot 
dough for the correct answer. Gimmick is that the admen do some 
figuring to catch the right answer and painlessly learn new facts about 
WOV and its sponsor service, 





Frank N. Stanton, CBS prez, and Paul F. Lazarsfeld, director of 
Columbia University’s Bureau of Applied Social Research, have collab- 
orated on ‘“‘Communications Research 1948-49,” reference manual in.the 
advertising, radio and public opinion measurement fields. The book, 
to be published in April by Harpers, will explore the effects of mass 
media and the “ways in which communications research can be refined 
and improved.” Tome touches on the influence of comics on children, 


Les Carabiniers du Mont-Royal, | hoarse-voiced Novak, a waterfront | guiding factors in radio programming, newspapers’ impact and weighs 


European |, sroup of four young medicos | small boat renter who does gum- 


'from the University, handle the | shoeing on the side, to “high oc-| 
vaith | tane blondes” who “come easy and 


solid fashion, 


|Maurice Meetre backing the pro- | 


gram with his 20-piece orch. Aired 
through CBF and the French chain | 
of 14 stations, program is budgeted | 
at $2,500. Newt. 


| the practical application of research methods in typical communities. 





pang National Society for Crippled Children has waxed Easter Seal mes- 
a a ae lh aa | Sages by 11 top radio stars. Disks will be distributed to more than 1,000 
Raymond Chandler idiom. Jack | State and local societies for use on local stations during Easter Seal 
Webb handled the title role in a| Campaign which opens St. Patrick’s Day and closes Easter Sunday. 
pithy and laconic manner while | Bob Hope was named honorary chairman of Society’s radio division. 


yy WALT’S WORKSHOP 


duets seemed in one romantic pat-| 
tern. But the score was quite _ADVENTURES IN MEDICINE 


melodious, with a plethora of solos, | With Bernard Buck, Dr. Howard port. “Pat Novak” 


duets and choruses, to offset the| Ww, Wiggers, others 
occasional lapse in interest. And |15 Mins., Sun., 12:45 p.m. 
the humor of the libretto constant-| ALBANY PHARMACEUTICAL 
ly shone through. | ASSN. 

The Young Peoples Opera|WPTR, Albany 
Group of the N. Y. College of Mu-| Radio, which should be one of 
sic, supported by orchestra and ithe greatest forces for 


man work under the inspired baton | Toad toward that goal when a pro- 
of Siegfried Landau, who pro- gram like “Adventures in Medi- 
duced the hour. Some of the solo- cine” is presented. Partieipation 
ists’'voices were quite exceptional, ;9n each broadcast of three physi- 
of highly professional calibre. \cians from Albany Medical College 
Bron. \is an indication their profession 

realizes, partially at least, the ef- 
fectiveness of the medium. Dr. 

Howard W. Wiggers, who airs reg- 





public | 
chorus from the school, did yeo- | health education, travels the right | 


With Walter Durbahn 

Producer-Director: 
renrath, Jr. 

20 Mins., 8 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WNBQ, Chicago 


structive. Walter Durbahn, quietly 
whimsical woodcraft 
initiates audience into workshop 
tricks and skills. 

Program debut has Durbahn 
explaining common tools and some 
of their uses. Viewers learn how 
to set up tool cabinet; buy tools; 
keep saws in good condition; select 


“Workshop” should warm‘hearts | 
of video inventors. Here is enter- | 


tainment that is practical and tly | Show is divided into three sec- | ° ; ; 
“Medicine of the Week,” ice Committee has just prepared. 


instructor, | 


ularly, is professor of physiology 


Reinald Wer-|at AMC. Dr. Arthur Knudson, as- 


| Raymond Burr as_ the 
'and other players lent fine sup- 
seems assured 


|of steady listener interest in the 


| future. Gil 


| 
| 
| 





| Transcription Review 











| 


| QUAKER WORLD SERVICE 

| (“A Dress for Michi’) 

| With Leon Janney, Susan Douglas, 
Lawson Zerbe, 


Bryna Raeburn; music, William | 


| Meeder; announcer, Richard 
| Writer: Virginia Wells 

| Producer: American Friends Serv- 
| ice Committee 


| Director: Frank Papp 


isociate dean and professor of bio- |15 Mins, 


chemistry, was paired on the initial | 
block, Willard K. Barton, president | 
'of the local Pharmaceutical Assn., | 
‘being the third speaker. A rotating | spread the brotherhood of man and 


panel brings to the microphone two 
‘Other doctors weekly. 


| tions: 
“Scientist of the Week” and “An 
Adventure in Medicine.” 
named covers such interesting top- 
ics as the discovery of morphine | 
(from opium) by a German appren- | 
tice pharmacist; the finding, under | 
war time pressure, of new drugs to | 


Far-flung activities of the Quak- 
ers in Europe, India and Japan to 


erase misunderstandings is pointed 
| up in a series of six transcriptions 
| which the American Friends Serv- 


| Platters are now being offered to 


Last- | Stations and networks on a “public- route from South 


| service” basis. A similar series 


inspector | 


Ethel Everett, | 


ESCAPE 
| (“The Lost Special’) 
| Writer: Les Crutchfield 
Producer-Director: 
| donnell 
30 Mins., Sat., 10:30 a.m. 
| Sustaining 
| CBS, from Hollywood 

“Escape,” which has had a pre- 
vious session on the airlanes as 


| sustainer, is back on the CBS net- | 


| work on similar basis as a re- 
placement for the “Romance” 
' series. A transcribed series, chan- 

neled in from Hollywood, it now 
| holds the 10:30 a.m. slot on Sat- 
|urdays that tormerly slotted ‘Ro- 
| mance.” 


Norman Mac- | 


THE CLOCK 

With Viola Patterson, Lawrence 
Klee, Phyllis Carver, Bill Van 
Steemburgh, Bob Reisner, Ed- 

| ward Dahlstedt. 

Writer: Lawrence Klee 

Producer: DeWitt C. Maurer 

Director: Miss Patterson 

30 Mins., Sat. (12), 3:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WOR, New York 


“The Clock”. is a little behind 
|the times. It’s a transcribed pack- 
| age that wraps up a trite plot and 
a commonplace theme with a 
‘mediocre production. A folksy nar- 
rator opens with some bromides 
,about “time moving on” and 
| “stories recorded in the sands of 


| “Escape” will dramatize best-| time.” On the premiere the nar- 
sellers and other novels of a chil-| rative dealt with an old couple 


ler-diller variety. For teeoff Sat-| who take in a stranger : 

riety Le é anger at their 
urday (12) it selected Sir Arthur isolated tourist cabin. When he 
Conan Doyle’s Scotland Yard yarn, | steals their newspapers, breaks 


“The Lost Special,” which was their radio and acts secretive about 
neatly scripted by Les Crutchfield a heavy trunk with three padlocks, 
and directed by Norman Macdon-|the woman becomes suspicious, 
nell for maximum results. Yarn | although the husband still has his 
is woven around a special train | doubts. And, as was obvious after 
|carrying a couple of agents en-| five minutes of action, the mysteri- 
America to ous visitor turns out to be a mur- 


| France. They have chartered a derer on the lam. It’s on the in- 


which the organization sponsored | special train in London, which pre- | fantile side. 

in 1947 sa-,; distribution over 450 sumably vanishes in thin air. How- | Between-the-acts spots were de- 

outlets. ever, when Scotland Yard’s Inspec- voted to public service announce- 
Each 15-minute recording dram- tor Collins takes over the mystery ments for the Police Athletic 


combat malaria; the development | atizes typical incidents in the daily is solved. 


League and the Heart Fund and an 


type of hammer; sharpen blades. 
Ad lib explanations are delivered 
with dry humor, by true _ shirt- 
sleever in manner to absorb kids 
and adults alike. 


of aspirin: 
“miracle drugs.” 





‘voice and some radio personality. 


Home workshop, complete with The other doctors heard varied in the ordinary German, 


cabinets, drills, tables and benches, mike ability. Jaco. 
is authentic atmosphere. Durbahn | ere 

looks part, with apron, work MRS. TUCKER’S SMILE PRO- 
clothes, pipe, specs and pencil be-| GRAM 
hind ear. Camera is excellent on With Jimmy McClain, 


medium and closeups. | Bell, Ivan Wayne, Jim Burdette 


Dorothy Claude 


the test tubing of routines of Quaker social workers | 


and modestly illustrates the value 


Dr. Wiggers, who has broadcast of the Friends’ worldwide relief | 
elsewhere, possesses a deep, clear 


| program as an aid to rebuilding | 
|war shattered lives and hopes of | 


| Austrian and those of varied other 


' nationalities, 


Talent for the waxings includes 
;such names as Madeleine Carroll, 
Rains, Ralph _ Bellamy, 
| House Jameson, Lotte Stavisky and 


This show is a natural for home- 15 Mins., Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 11:30 a.m. Leon Janney. Latter’s stint in “A 


owners, teenagers and ex-Boy| (CST) 
Scouts. It tempts viewers to grab MRS. TUCKER’S FOODS, INC. 
hammer and pitch in. | WOAI, San Antonio 


THE WINDY CITY ‘with a new format which features 
With Lee Bennett, Dinning Sisters, | the songs of Tommy (Ivan Wayne) 

Bobert Trendler orch and Bobby (Jim Burdette), with 
Writer: Fred Reynolds |Mary (Dorothy Bell) at the piano 
Producer-Director: Glenn Ransom and organ, as the three Tuckers. 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 9:30 p.m. (CST) Opus also marks the return to the 
Sustaining jair of announcer Jimmy McClain, 
Mutual, from Chicago 


the former Dr. I. Q. who left radio | and patience. 


| Dress for Michi” helped throw the 
spotlight on the divided attitudes 
|of a Japanese brother and sister 


for by Michi. 


Idea behind this pathetic playlet 
was to show that we must “rid our- 
selves of hate if ever we are to get 
well.” Cast as a Japanese-Ameri- 
can Quaker worker, Janney hand- 
led his role with a facile tolerance 
Lawson, Zerbe was 





Initial show on this new series several years ago to become a/ good as the brother whose pride 


was intended as a salute to Chi clergyman. 
as cradle of Dixieland jazz. it! 
strayed from mark by _ hitting balanced but a little overlong on 
everything from Dixieland to pol- cOmmercials. 
kas and an Irish lullaby. However, 'to write a letter on “I Use and Like 
that’s probably for the best because 
it’s a compactly-knit package, 
deftly bridging from one music 
style to another with well-written 
casual banter and introductions, the organ and piano. 
delivered by singing emcee Lee a tenor and makes good use of 
Bennett. |his voice. Burdette is the other 
Dinning Sisters have come a/vocalist and sings songs of the 
long way since their National Barn range; he has a pleasing voice. 
Dance Days. Trio plugs its bangup, McClain has lost none.of his 
“Buttons and Bows” disk; offers sales appeal. His voice has ma- 
“I May Be Wrong.” But they’re at tured since heard last 
their bouncy best with “Bride and the networks. He is making this 
Groom Polka.” ‘comeback as a means of helping 
Robert Trendler handles pops 
well in his piapo solos. Band started. All fees are being turned 
capably makes transition from over to his church work. Airings are 
dixie stuff to smoother tunes. itranscribed in the 


with trips to winners. 


over through personal 


prevented him from accepting gifts 


Opus is a fast-moving one, well | of clothing while Susan. Douglas 


} 


|was strikingly touching as the 


Listeners are asked | needy Michi. Virginia Wells’ script 


was staged nicely by Frank Papp. 


Meadolake Margarine Because,” no | In acknowledging the credits 
; S, an- 
box tops to send in, nothing to buy, | nouncer Richard Stark weaves in| 


a brief, dignified phrase to appeal 


Miss Bell turns in a nice job at | for public support of the Friends’ 
Wayne is overseas work. 


| “Story of Anna,” in which Lotte 
| Stavisky has the title role, shows 


\the efforts of a Quaker Neighbor-| 


|hood center in Berlin to restore 
\the importance of average indi- 
| viduals who have all but lost hope 
reverses, both 
| financial and social. A_ pressing 
/need of kinship among Europeans 


out his parish which is just getting | is also brought out on the Virginia 


Wells-Mary Patton script. While 
| the overall principles of the Quak- 


‘invitation for listeners to attend 


William Conrad handled the nar- | : 
audience reaction testing sessions. 


ration in slick manner and cast) 
members turned in good perform- | 
ances. Ed 





PTANO PALS 





Japanese, f 


| Stanton 
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| 


enough to finish up the “unfin- 
ished business.” Paley is presently 
on a month’s vacation in the 
British West Indies, but beyond 
, that Stanton has scheduled trips 


Starting its 17th year on the air, | toward American aid which in this through April, May and June as 
Mrs. Tucker’s Faods has come up instance was a silk 


in strengthening the web’s pro- 
| gramming structure. 


The “unfinished business” also 
embraces solidifying CBS’ sphere 
of influence in television and. try- 
,ing to overcome the subsidiary 
‘Columbia Records hurdles attend- 
_ing the present slugfest for r.p.m. 
dominance. (Both the TV and LP 
operations have been Stanton’'s 
“babies” from scratch, as well as 
his round-the-clock overseeing of 
| broadcasting as Paley’s No. 1 
| man), ‘ 

Not that Stanton is unhappy in 
his relationship with Paley. (In 
| reality, as a working team, the 
| Stanton-Paley tieup approximates 
| something of a Damon and Pythias 
‘act). Or that Stanton has any 
/gripes about coin. The CBS job 
|is the only one he’s had since he 
/came out of college and he has 
pyramided his talents into an over- 
all annual pay check of $120,000. 
But it’s meant parlaying the 
| prexy spot into a 24-hour-a-day 
‘operation, involving multitidinous 





studios of ers on.the basis of these two tran- | duties transcending the realm of 


In addition to his Crosby-like WFAA, Dallas, and are being car- scriptions are on a lofty idealistic | broadcasting, and as far as Stan- 
'ton is concerned, he is tired, and 


breeziness as emcee, Bennett vo- ried by a group of southwest out- 


| plane, the Friends deserve credit 


calizes four numbers, one a sock lets at various times during the day. | in trying to attain these heights. 


version of “Hold Me.” — Don. | Andy. 


' ¢ ‘ 


Gilb. 


| ‘there must be more to life than 
i just that,” He recognizes that, in 


With Gloria Yates, Georgia Kay, 
Stewart Sklamm 

Producer-Director: Joe Simon 

Writer: Phyllis Gordon 

15 Mins., Mon.-Wed.- Fri., 7:30 p.m. 

| (CST) 

Sustaining 

_WBKB, Chicago 


Georgia Kay and Gloria Yates 
run through oldtime keyboard 
favorites, along with heavy gagging 
,about life in music shop, blind 


garment, longed part of the “unfinished business” dates, and offstage voice called 


| Pennywhistle. 


| Humor is 1928 brand. and not 
helped by forced mugging from 
| Miss Kay. Miss Yates has trouble 
fighting shyness and keeping her 
mind on_ music and camera to- 
gether. Blase office boy, Stewart 
|Sklamm, acts too old for part. 
Music is standard pop: “Slow Boat 
To China,” “That’s Where I Came 
In” and “I Got Rhythm.” 


Piano duets are good informal 
fare. Show could be improved by 
cutting down chatter or freshening 
it, and adding more music. 
Productionwise, too few camera 
changes. Props are convincing. 
Mart. 





| terms of CBS, he has reached his 
/goal and he wants the security for 
| the future that doesm’t come from 
straight salaried jobs. 


Having achieved his three-ply 
‘goal: getting television rolling, 
building up the circulation of the 
network, and putting the Columbia 


war basis, plus his conviction that 
notably in exec veepee Joe Ream 
and veepe Howard Meighan the 
‘network has “terrific towers” in 
|its administrative brass, Stanton 
now wants to step out. — 





record business on a sound post-. 


oe to tees 
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TV RATE CARDS HIT THE BIGTIME 





Sparks to Fly as 4A Affiliate Reps 
Meet to Settle Tele Jurisdiction 


Fireworks are expected at Fri-+* 


day’s (18) meeting of the Associat- 
ed Actors and Artistes of America 


when representatives of 4A affili- | 
ates will present various plans for | 


settlement of the thorny problem 
of television jurisdiction. 

Meeting will follow a confab at 
headquarters of the American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists, tomorrow 
night (Thurs.) to look over plans 
promulgated by all affiliates. ; 

It's known that the American 
Guild of Variety Artists will con- 
tinue to press for its plan for the 
4A’s to take over the jurisdiction. 
Under the AGVA proposal, any 
paid up member of any 4A union 
will be automatically issued a card 
permitting him to work in video. 
Policing and negotiations would 
be carried on by representatives 
of all the unions. 

Plan has been meeting stiff op- 
position from most of the other 
4A groups. Some have described 
it as too cumbersome. 

It’s expected that the 4A’s meet- 
ing will be late in getting started 
because of desire of certain mem- 
bers to censure Dewey Barto, 
AGVA's national administrative 
secretary. It’s alleged that Barto 
at a previous confab had called the 


reasoning of AFRA executive sec- | 
retary George Heller, in the tele- | 


vision matter to be ‘‘crooked.” Hel- 
ler demanded an apology and Barto 
refused, declaring that his use of 
the word in this matter meant 
“devious.” 

Several proposals by the 4A’s 
have been carried over from prior 
4A’s meetings. One is the mat- 
ter of deciding who shall have the 
video jurisdiction. AFRA will try 
to persuade Actors Equity Assn. to 
give up television jurisdiction with 
assurance that rights of Equity 
members as well as those of other 
affiliates will be protected. AFRA 
has a request to the 4A’s that 
membership meetings be held in 


various cities by all unions, with | 
decision as to who shall represent | 


them in television to be left to the 
members. The present 4A Tele- 
vision Committee is to see whether 
this arrangement can be continued 
for the time being. There’s a sug- 
gestion by Clayton Collyer, AFRA 
national president, that all 4A 
branches be affected immediately 
with no qualifications and no re- 
strictions for any member working 
in video. 

Collyer also proposed the set- 
ting up of a governing board to 
help the merged organizations and 
enter into immediate negotiations 
with the networks, producers, etc. 
He also calted for the immediate 
establishment of a basic code of 
television fair practices with the 
right of any member branch to 
withdraw from the merged organ- 
ization after the first successtul 
basic agreement expired. 


$2,500,000 OUTLAY 
ON L.A.-FRISCO RELAY 


Washington, Feb. 15. 
Plans to establish a microwave 
radio relay system to provide tele- 
vision interconnection from Los 
Angeles to San Francisco were fil- 
ed last week with the FCC. Pacific 


Telephone & Telegraph Co. told 
the agency initial expenditures for 
the hookup will approximate $2.- 
500,000 with the project to be com- 
pleted in about a year. 

Initially, the system will be 
equipped to provide two one-way 
television paths to carry programs 
from L.A. to Frisco but later ad- 
ditional facilities will be put in as 
required. About eight or nine in- 
termediate relay points, spaced 
more than 35 miles apart, will be 
set up, in addition to terminal 
points at each city. 

The company said increasing 
television activity on the West 
Coast indicates the facilities will 
be needed as soon as they can be 
made available, 








Macy Can’t Touch It 


Disclosure last week that 
Gimbel’s, Philadelphia, had be- 
come the first department 
store to sign for a series of 
regularly-scheduled television 
shows recalls that the outfit’s 
N. Y. store was the first spon- 
sor in the country to bankroll 
a straight entertainment pro- 


gram. 
That was back in March, 
1923, when the store built a 


radio studio atop its building, 
from which shows originated 
and were transmitted over 
WEAF (now WNBC, N. Y., flag- 
ship station of the NBC web). 
Show was lined up by Ralph B. 
Austrian, then buyer and gen- 
eral manager of Gimbel’s radio 
department, and now a televi- 
sion consultant. 


Nat'l Tele Meet 
In Chi to Bring 
Out Top Execs 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 

National Television Conference, 
slated here March 7-9, features out- 
standing figures in all video phases. 
'Conclave will include addresses by 
top executives, and panel discus- 
sions on management, sales, legal 
problems, programs, agencies, en- 








gineering, research, trends and 
transmission. 
Chi Television Council, with 


president James L. Stirton direct- 
ing, will host conference. Stirton 
revealed more than 90° of speak- 
ers had accepted invitations, indi- 
cating intense interest in tele me- 
dium. 

Program and speakers: 

March 7. Address by James L. 
| Stirton. Speeches by J. L. Van Volk- 
enburg (CBS); Charles C. Barry 

(Continued on page 40) 


Cleveland Set Sales 
Spurting; Baseball 
Seen Further Hypo 


Cleveland, Feb. 15. 

Video set sales continue to forge 
ahead in the Greater Cleveland 
area with coaxial-brought network 
shows hypoing interest. Today, 
many distributors see no immedi- 
ate slackening in sales, and place 
themselves in same position as new 
car dealers of 18 months ago. 

“We're having trouble keeping 
up with orders” is the comment 
from distributors, ‘‘and with the 
coming of baseball season we an- 
ticipate at least an additional 10°% 
“spurt in sales.” 

A breakdown of TV sets in the 
Cleveland area shows that as of 
Feb. 1. there were 21,656 home 
sets and 3.054 commercial sets. 
Set installationy alone in January 
reached 2,313 home sets and 87 
commercial units. according to a 
survey made jointly by Bureau of 
Business Research at Western Re- 
serve Univ.. WNBK, NBC’s TV 
outlet, and WEWS, the Scripps 
Howard TV station. 

These figures do-not include to- 

(Continued on page 36) 








Herrmann on Hartman 


Textron Show for JWT 


J. Walter Thompson, agency on 


the new Textron television show 
featuring Paul and Grace Hart- 
man, has turned the program’s 


to Harry 
as result 


reins over 


production 
The latter, 


; Herrmann. 


goes off the agency's “Kraft Tele- 

vision Theatre,” although no Kraft 
successor has been chosen as yet. 

Hartman show will be scripted 
\by Frank Wilson and Ted Luce, 


OBS HIKE NEARS 
AM TIME COST 


Pushing television one _ step 
|further towards the commercial 
| bigtime, WCBS-TV, CBS’ N. Y. 
iflagship, plans to its 
jrates March 1 to a point where an 
hour of Class A time will sell for 


only $100 less than the same hour 
|on WCBS-AM. 
| based on the increased number of 
}sets in circulation, other N.Y. 
stations are expected to follow 
| suit. 





boost 


| WCBS-TV plans to put through 
rate | 
card. That would boost the charge | 


a 25% increase on its basic 
for an hour of Class A time (from 

6 to 11 p.m. Mondays through Fri- 
|days and noon to 11 p.m. Satur- 
|days and Sundays) from $1,000 to 
| $1,250 per hour. Same slot on the 


AM 


station, on the basis of one 
|day per week for one to 25 weeks, 
now goes for $1,350. Same 25°; 
hike would be in effect up and 
‘down the TV line. with an hour 
of Class B time increasing from 


|$600 to $750. 
| How many more increases 
| the N. Y. video stations will be 
|able to put through has yet to be 
determined. Number of sets now 
in use is nowhere near the satura- 


rate 


tion point and it is expected that | 





rs 
wr 


Night Games’ Snarl of TV Schedules 


time | 


With the rate hike | 


| 


May Force Nets to Exit Baseball 





| WNBT Eyes Nags 


With no big league baseball 
games to televise this year, 


WNBT, N. Y. flagship station 
of the NBC web, may turn its 
attention to horse racing. 


Station execs are now trying 
to line up TV rights at all three 
N. Y. tracks—Jamaica, Aque- 
duct and Belmont—hoping to 
set the schedule so that no 
racing pickup would conflict 
with any regularly-sponsored 
show. 

Limited number of races 
were carried last year by the 
CBS-TV web, under sponsor- 
ship of Chevrolet. Lineup in- 
cluded racing’s big Triple 
Crown—the Kentucky Derby, 
the Preakness and the Belmont 
Stakes. 


Authors League 


Forms TV Guild 
Without SWG 








those now installed will be at least | 


doubled within the 
ithat basis alone, consequently, it 
is believed that TV time charges 
will soon overtake and pass the 
AM rate structures. Station offi- 
cials base the charges on the great- 
er operating costs for tele than for 
radio, but it’s believed that a gen- 
eral halt to the periodic rate boosts 
will be called in the near future. 


Fifth Hike for Station 

WCBS-TV’'s rate boost will be 
the fifth instituted by the station 
since it took the air July 1, 1941. 
Last boost was announced Oct. 1, 
1948, at which time there were an 
,estimated 283,000 sets installed in 
|the N. Y. metropolitan area. Set 
‘circulation as of Jan. 1 was esti- 
‘mated at 410,000 and will probably 
have passed the 425,000 mark, at 
|least, when the Feb. 1 figures are 
|in. That means that sponsors buy- 
jing time after March 1 will still 
|be getting an actual reduction in 


| . 
ithe cost per thousand viewers. 


| Of the other N. Y.. stations, 
WJZ-TV (ABC) and WNBT 
| (NBC) are expected to be the 
next to announce rate increases. 
ABC station has been operating at 
the same rate card since it took 
the air last August. with A time 
now going for $1,000, B time for 
$750 and C time for $600. WNBT, 
which put through its last increase 
Jen. 1, also charges $1,000 per 
hour of A time, as does WABD 
(DuMont). N. Y. Daily News’ 
WPIX, which has been operating 
under the same rate structure 
since it teed off last June 15, car- 


next year. On 


ries the lowest charges, getting 
$800 per hour of A time and $480 


tor B. 


55 Tele Stations 
~ Now in Operation 


Washington. Feb. 15. 

There are now 55 television sta- 
tions in operation in the U. S. out 
of 123 authorized, according to an 
j}analysis issued last week by the 
|NAB. An additional 150 experi- 
| mental outlets are licensed, two of 
which are operating commercially 
by special authority. 

NAB compilations reveal a con- 
tinuous decline in FM authoriza- 
tions since the peak of June 1, 1948, 
when there were 1,035 stations au- 
thorized. As of Feb. 1 there were 
954 of which 706 are now on the 
air. , 

The number of AM station au- 
thorizations has shown a continuous 
steady increase during the last 
year, with the total as of Feb. 1 at 
2,138, 





The Authors League of Amer- 
ica is going ahead with the organ- 
ization of its new affiliate Televi- 
sion Writers 
proval of the Screen Writers Guild. 


Matter of jurisdiction has not been | 


completely worked out, but the 
TWG has been formally admitted 
to the League and the new affiliate 
has held its first organizing meet- 
ing. Evelyn Burkey is executive- 
secretary. 

Initial TWG membership ses- 
sion, held Monday night (14) at 
Holland House, N. Y., elected a 
temporary executive committee 

(Continued on page 42) 





Morgan Switch to Agency 
Continues Vaude - Cafe 


to look to vaudeville and cafes 
for key positions in video. First 
vaude producer to be hired for 
the production of television shows 
by a talent agency is Leo Mor- 
gan, Strand theatre, N. Y., pro- 
ducer who joined the William Mor- 
ris agency last week as assistant 
'to Harry Kalcheim, booker for the 
Texaco Star Theatre, and consult- 
ant on other shows. 

Already in video out of vaude 
and cafes are Kalcheim, at the 


Morris office; Johnny-Greenhut, at, 


Musie Corp. of America, and Bud- 
dy Howe, at General Artists Corp. 

It’s figured that vaudeo will be 
the big thing in television for some 
time to come, and agencies are 


using vaude and cafe men to get: 


a solid foothold in video. Should 
another form of entertainment re- 
place vaudeo on the top Hooper- 
|ated shows, those presently con- 
;nected with variety displays will. 
by that time, have been sufficiently 
grounded in television to take. over 
on any format. 

Morgan’s successor at the Strand 
hasn’t been set as yet. He'll con- 
tinue to produce the Strand shows 
for several months until a suitable 
replacement is found. 


Lucille Ball, Rooneys Set 


For Berle Texaco Return 


Lucille Ball, Pat Rooney, Sr. and 
Pat Rooney, Jr., have so far been 
picked for Milton Berle’s return to 
the Texaco Star Theatre next Tues- 
day (22). 

Berle will then have completed a 
three-week vacation. Phil Baker, 
with Benny Rubin as stooge, filled 
in last night (15). Sid Silvers was 
originally slated to assist Baker. 
but illness prevented him from 
coming from the Coast for the date. 
Jack Carter subbed for Berle the 
‘previous two weeks, 





yuild without the ap- | 


Producer Segue Into TV 


Talent agencies are continuing | 


+ Increasing number of. night 
;games scheduled by the major 
league teams, coupled with the in- 
|crease in daytime television pro- 
gramming, indicates that 1949 may 
be the last year for key city net- 
work television stations to carry 
baseball. As a result, it is expect- 
ed that the big league games in 
subsequent seasons will be aired, 
at least in N. Y., only by local, non- 
affiliated stations, same as they are 
now in radio. 

Schedules for the coming season 
in N. Y., meanwhile, began to take 
final shape this week as Schaefer's 
Brewery signed to bankroll all 
home games of the Brooklyn Dodg- 
ers over WCBS-TV (CBS) Beer 
outfit is paying $226,000 to the 
Dodgers for rights to the contests, 
plus another $125,000 to the station 
for time and_ facilities (Same 
sponsor will also bankroll halt the 
Dodgers’ complete schedule of 154 


games over WMGM, N. Y. radio 
indie, with the other half being 
sponsored by General Foods, 


Agency for Schaefer is BBD&O— 
for GF, its Benton & Bowles.) An- 
nouncing chores on the Dodgers 
for both radio and TV are expect- 
ed to be split among Red Barber, 
Connie Desmond and Ernie Har- 
well. 

N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX signed 
some time ago to pick up all home 


Softened by Suds 


Pacting of Schaefer’s Beer 
to bankroll the Brooklyn 
Dodgers’ games this year over 
WCBS-TV (CBS, N. Y.) marks 
the first time that Dodgers’ 
owner Branch Rickey has per- 
mitted a beer outfit to sponsor 
his team’s pickups. Since Rick- 
ey was the leader of the club 
owners who objected to beer 
accounts, it is expected the 
way will now be paved for a 
brewery to tie in on the World 
Series for the first time. 

Several breweries had bid for 
rights to the Series games in 
the past but had always been 
prohibited from pacting them. 
Rickey formerly based his op- 
position to brewery sponsor- 
ship on the assumption that it 
wouldn't be right to plug beer 
on the air during Sunday 
games. 








games of the Giants, with Chester- 
fields sponsoring through the New- 
ell-Emmett agency. Russ Hodges 
and Al Helfer, latter a w.k. sports- 
caster before the war, will handle 
narration. Ballantine’s brewery 
has a contract with the Yankees 
and is expected to assign pickup 
rights to WABD (DuMont), which 
has carried the American League 
team’s games for the last several 
years. J. Walter Thompson han- 
dles the Ballantine account. 

With the Dodgers-CBS-Schaef- 
er’s contract calling for the tele- 
vising of all home games, no matter 
what, CBS may be on a spot be- 
cause the Brooklyn team has sched- 
uled 21 night games. To pick up 


(Continued on page 40) 


J. B. Williams, Out Of 
Radio, Buys a Tele Show 


J. B. Williams Co., manufacturers 
of shaving products, has been inked 
to bankroll “Acted Out,” half-hour 
charade program featuring young 
talent from current Broadway legit- 
ers competing against each other, 
starting this Sunday (20) on 
WNBT (NBC. N. Y.). from 6:30 to 
7 p.m. Ad agency is J. Walter 
Thompson. 

Show marks the initial entry of 
the Williams firm into video. Out- 
fit has not been represented on 
radio since it gave up bankrolling 
William L. Shirer on CBS a couple 
of seasons ago. New contract runs 
26 weeks and, if the show goes well, 
Williams plans to put it on the 
NBC-TV network. Show has been 
aired across the board from 6:30 
to 7 p.m. on WNBT under the title, 
“Look Ma, I’m Acting.” It bows 
out as a sustainer after the airing 
tonight (Wed.) 
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Carrier pigeon to clipper ship to 








telegraphed reports to wirephotos— 
the speed of news reporting 


for centuries has moved 








closer to immediacy. 


Nip 
now it’s television ty 
Cup 
"Ms y 
Lear, 


Tonight at 7:45 EST, the new Mens F 
technique in televised news takes the world 

in stride—the N BC felevision Newsroom 
produces the Camel News Caravan. 

Here is journalism in living sight and sound for 
millions of viewers in 15 network cities. 

Here is the ideal news vehicle. 


For news that beats them all, Camel has chosen 


NBC—America’s No. 1 Television Network. 
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Pa. Tele Stations Seek Court Rule 


To Oust Censor 


Philadelphia, Feb. 15. ¢ 


Pennsylvania video stations 
struck back quickly at the new reg- 
ulation of the State Board of Mo- 
tion Picture Censors imposing cen- 
sorship on films shown by tele- 
vision. 

A declaratory judgment restrain- 
ing the film board from imposing 
its censorship on tele was sought 
in U. S. district court here. Named 
in the action were Edna R. Carroll, 
chairman of the Censor Board, and 
her two associate members, Bea- 
trice Z. Miller and John C. Fisher. 

The plaintiffs were Allen B. Du- 
Mont Laboratories, which operates 
WDTYV, Pittsburgh; the Philco Tel- 
evision Broadcasting Corp., WPTZ; 
Triangle Publications, Inc., WFIL- 
TV, WCAU, Inc., operating WCAU- 
TV, all in Philadelphia, and 
WGAL, Ince.. which will soon op- 
erate the new station WGAL-TV, in 
Lancaster 

The Censor Board's order stated 
that no film reels may be shown 
over video in Pennsylvania with- 
out being first approved by the cen- 
sors. The tele stations termed the 
order unconstitutional and invalid, 
alleging the defendants have no 
right to interfere with interstate 
commerce. 

Many film programs originate 
outside this state and many that 
originate here are viewed in other 
states. The Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, the suit argued, 
imposes on all licensees the respon- 
sibility and duty of selecting pro- 
grams that will best serve the pub- 
lic interest. Said duty and respon- 
sibility cannot be delegated to any 
unlicensed person or entity, the pe- 
tition declaf¥d. 

Industry 
filing of the complaint did not 
mean they had any intention of 
ever presenting any program which 
would not meet with the approval 
of the board. but they objected be- 
cause of the mechanical difficulties 
involved. The industry is already 
under strict federal regulation 
which protects the public from 
anything objectionable, they said. 





Comedy Package 
On ABC for Stang 


Arnold Stang, foil for Henry 
Morgan on the latter’s former radio 
show, gets his first television star- 
ring role in a new situation comedy 
series packaged around him by 
Gale, Inc. Titled “Billy Bean,” 
the program is slated for an au- 
dition run on WJZ-TV (ABC,NY) 
March 1 and tees off as a weekly 
broadcast soon afterwards. 

Script will revolve around Stang 
as an average guy who always gets 
into trouble. Jeffery Hayden will 
play the part of his girl friend. 


Roach To Gotham To 
Peddle TV Pic Product 


With bulk of films in six new 





reps emphasized that | 


Board From Vidpix 





New Tele Business 











new sponsor, Hudson Dealers, 
through Malcolm-Howard agency 
for weekly wrestling shows; and 
new sponsor Goebel Beer through 
Brook, Smith, French & Dor- 
rance agency for Cubs home hase- 
ball games. 

WBKB, Chi, has new sponsors, 
Salerno-McGowen Biscuit Co., for 
Ulmer Turner newscasts, and Erie 
Clothing Co. for “Telecharades” 
show. 

New accounts totaling $60,000 
have been signed by WJZ-TV, N. Y., 
Both Zippy Products and B. B. Pen 
Co. have inked 52-week contracts 
for spots. Loft Candy, the N. Y. 
Journal-American, Ultra Chemical 
Works and Chevrolet Dealers have 
| all signed 13-week participations in 
“The Fitzgeralds.” 
B. Nelson and Simmons Co. have 
also contracted for TV spots on 
the ABC video outlet 

Hudson Motor Car Co., through 
Brooks, Smith, French and Dor- 
rance, Detroit, ordered. a total of 
10 live spots on WXYZ, Detroit, 
beginning Feb. 13, for a period of 
two weeks. 

E. & B. Brewing Co., Detroit, 
through the W. B. Doner Agency, 
last week purchased professional 
wrestling over station WXYZ-TYV, 
Detroit, Tuesday, 8:30-10 p.m., ef- 
fective Feb. 15, for a period of 16 
weeks. Fred Wolf, long identified 
with E. & B. as bowling announcer, 
will continue to do the wrestling 
commentary at Detroit's Fairview 

Gardens. 

Crowley - ‘Milner Department 
Store, Detroit, through Castle- 
Werner Advertising agency, pur- 
chased one five-minute shopping 
news program Sunday, Feb. 13, on 
WXYZ-TV, Detroit, with option 
for a 13-week renewal. This is 
first time the store has used _ tele- 
vision. 

Nu-Enamel Paint Co., through 
Century Advertising agency, De- 
troit, contracted for three one-min- 
‘ute sound-on-film spots w eekly ef- 
fective Feb. 28. for a period of 18 
weeks, over WXYZ-TV, Detroit. 

Bettar Ice Cream Co. of Balti- 
more has picked up the tab on 
“Let’s Pop the Question,” tele- 
phone quiz show aired Friday 
nights at 6:45 over WAAM, Balto 





indie outlet. Theodore Newhoff ad ! 


agency placed the account. 
Savarin Coffee (S. A. Schon- 


brunn & Co.) signed as participat-_ 
ing sponsor on Rube Goldberg’s, 


“Drawing Game” Sunday nights at 
7:50 on the N. Y. Daily News’ 
WPIX. Agency is Gumbinner. 


HUB BANK’S NEWS PICKUP 
Boston, Feb. 15. 


National Shawmut Bank here 
/has blanketed the local television 
/newsreel scene, with its signing, 
i; this week, to sponsor the Interna- 
‘tional News _ Service - Telenews 
weekly reel on WBZ-TV. 

Bank already bankrolls the INS- 





Philip Morris. | 





New TV Packages 





| 








Six television shows have been 


packaged by Hile-Damroth, Inc., and 


‘are now being offered to agencies. 
|List includes: “Munro Leaf Club- 
house,” moppet show featuring 
Munro Leaf, author of “Ferdinand 


program featuring Jay Jackson; 
“Curtain Going Up,” half-hour dra- 
matic series featuring plays written 
by Percival Wilde; “Tell Me An- 
other,” with N. Y. Herald Tribune 
isports ed Bob Cooke; “Budget 
Planning the Menu,” conducted by 
Frank Wetherell, Univ. of Con- 
{necticut’s dining hall director, and 
“Opera As You Like It,” featuring 
Carol Longone. 

“Bright Future,” new television 
variety show featuring Harry 
Hershfield and a group of talented 
disabled veterans, has been pack- 
aged by James Perry Associates. 
Program, which hopes to give the 
vets a chance for TV work, is to 
| be auditioned via a stage presenta- 
tion Friday night (18) at the sev- 
enth annual ball of 
Heart organization at 
| Henry Hudson, N. Y. 


Loewi Post Cues 
DuMont Revamp 


Complete revamping of DuMont 


the Hotel 





broadcast operations in an effort to | 


bring the web’s’. programming 
standards up to a point where they 
can compete on equal terms with 
other networks is expected to fol- 
‘low the assumption of additional 
duties as network chief by Com- 


mander Mortimer E. Loewi, exec 
asistant to DuMont prez Dr. Allen 
B. DuMont. 


Loewi, who succeeded Lawrence 
Phillips to the network job last 
week, effected his first change with 
the appointment of Tom Gallery 
as sales manager. Gallery, with 
DuMont since January, was for- 
merly an exec with the N.Y. Yan- 
kees baseball team. He succeeds 
Humboldt J. Greig, who moves 
over as Loewi's top assistant. New 
network chief expects to expand 
the personnel of all phases of Du- 
| Mont’s broadcasting activities and 
is currently lining up a new modus 
operandi, under which the head of 
each department will be complete- 
ly autonomous, reporting to Loewi 
only on matters of broadcast 
| policy. 


| 
| DuMont will be in a good finan- 


‘cial position to carry out its ex- 
| panded’ broadcasting activities. 
Outfit’s year-end financial report, 
expected to be submitted to stock- 
holders within the next two weeks, 
_ will show a profit almost double 
| that of last year. Earnings in 1948 
| were poured back into an expan- 
| sion of DuMont’s manufacturing 
activities, but most of them this 


series designed exclusively for tel- Telenews daily reel on both WBZ-| year will be slotted into the broad- 


evision completed, Hal Roach, Sr., 
is due in N. Y. next Monday (21) 
to show his completed product to 
television executives and ad agen- 
cies. Included in the different 
groups available for showing are 
series designed for juvenile atten- 
tion and one involving a private 
sleuth. a 
Roach is the first big major Coast 
Studio to convert facilities to mak- , 
ing production for TV. He will 
screen product and make contacts 


in N. Y. through the Willfam Mor- ‘13), thereby preserving its record | 


ris agency. | 


Pat Morison TV Package 


Television package built around 
Patricia) Morison, lead in_ the 
Broadway legiter “Kiss Me, Kate,” 





TV and WNAC-TYV. 


| casting end of the business. 











Tele Chatter 








New York 


NBC-TV’'s. “Philco/ Television 


Playhouse” added KLEE-TV, Hous- . 


ton, to its roster of outlets Sunday 


of having an outlet in every city 
in the country boasting a tele sta- 
tion Indie TV producer Charles 
W. Christenberry, Jr., named prez 
of American Television Guild, with | 
director Walter Brenman elected 
veepee. Katherine Rosser and' 
Harold Singer remain as secretary | 


is in the works at Pembroke En- and treasurer, respectively. 


terprises, mew packaging 


firm WNHC-TV, New Haven. added to, 


founded by Pembroke Davenport, | NBC-TV’s web, making it the 16th | 


musical director of “Kate.” 
Davenport is also working on a 


George L. Moskovics, 
Richard | 


written, “A Family Affair,” to be fodgson and J. T. Baral, Jr., dis-| 


ot “Summer and Smoke.” It's 


fall. 





‘Juve Jury’s’ TV Nibbles 


sponsor of the AM show on MBS, matic role as the femme lead in 
has given Barry permission to put Philip Barry’s “Holiday” 


( : ' €-| Women of N. Y. yesterday (Tues.) 
ing aimed for Broadway in the in a panel titled, 


Broadway 





| 
| 
| 
,ee 
| 


“Television—To- ‘repping “live” 
day’s Developments” 
studio and remote cameraman at 
CBS-TV, upped to the web's pro- 
fe : ., ,. Sram department as a director... 

Jack Barry’s “Juvenile Jury” is Valerie Bettis, ballerina in the cur- 
being considered for TV by a num- rent 


‘necker of Telepak which will re-| 
lease the pix. 


next Sun- ceiver in its recently 


program coordinator on NBC-TV’s 
“Television Playhouse,” will re-. 
ceive the Advertising Club of Balti- 
more’s annual award for the best. 
tele performance of 1948 for his ap- 
earances on that program... C. E. 
ooper scheduled to speak on 
Meeting the Television Adver- 
tisers’ Informational Needs” at the 
American Television Society lunch- 
eon today (Wed.' at the Hotel 
Roosevelt.. New daytime TV 
series, “Makeup by Del Russo,” 
preems today (‘(Wed.) on WNBT 
(NBC) in the 3:15 to 3:30 p.m. slot. | 
Walter Preston, former radio-TV 
director for Columbia Artists, 





station in the network to receive | opened his own office to rep radio 
live shows simultaneous with their | and tele artists. | 


production of a musical play he’s + ae Hutchinson 


| 
| 


Hollywood 


Max Gilford named legal counsel 
for Television Producers Assn., | 


. Richart Hart 


/has been inked to star in a vidfilm | 
series ‘Yankee Spy” by Bob Longe- | 


William Cameron | 


the Purple | 


| 


—— 


Inside Television 


| For the first time this season, and as far as known the second in two 
|WNBT (NBC) telecast a swimming meet from an indoor pool. The event 
Saturday night (12) was the Army-Princeton affair held in the new 
| Dillon gym at the latter university. Princeton generally being consid. 
| ered halfway between New York and Philadelphia, hooking to the ¢o-ax 
| cable between the two cities probably wasn’t difficult. 
| The meet was only on the air a half hour having to make Way for a 
sponsored program. There was sufficient time, however, to get in Most 
of the diving and reveal some underwater shots. These were vieweg 


WENR-TV, Chicago, announces the Bull;” “Say Can You See,” quiz | through the coach's window in the side of the pool via permanent be. 


low surface illumination. The judgment displayed in both camera 
| work and narration during the contest was crisp and to the point, a}. 
though a lens swing around the interior would have given late viewers 
a look at this new pool as a whole. 

Last winter NBC did a complete Yale-Penn aquatic meet from Philg- 
delphia. It ran a little over an hour. These are easy to watch Satur. 
day afternoon or night events, with sponsorship possibilities, which the 
public seldom sees. 





Indie film producer Samuel Goldwyn declared in a byline story jn 
the N. Y. Times Sunday (13) that Zenith Radio’s projected Phonevision 
idea presenied the greatest potentiality for the film industry to turn a 
profit on pictures made specifically for television. Fee paid by the 
set owner for the privilege of seeing such a film on his home set, 
Goldwyn said, would presumably be divided among the transmitting 
station, the film producer and the phone company, which would supply 
the necessary cable lines to bring the picture into the home. Produce. 
tion of full-length pictures for such TV transmission, however, may not 
become a reality for another five to 10 years. 

Predicting a vast demand for full-length features made especially 
|for TV, Goldwyn said such films would have to put more emphasis on 
story values in order to hold audience interest. He also predicted a 
reversion to “broader, lustier acting’ than is present in pix made for 
theatres because of the average small-sized video viewing screen. Pacing 
on the TV pix will be more rapid, he said. Rounding up his conclu- 
| sions, Goldwyn declared: “The certainty is that in the future, whether 
it be five or 10 or even more years distant, one segment of our industry 
| will be producing pictures for exhibition in theatres while another 
equally large section will be producing them for showing in the homes.” 
The “stimulus of competition,” he said, should bring forth better pic- 
| tures for both. 





| A hot fight for control of the television industry in Latin America is 
| expected among U. S., British and French manufacturers, following the 


| Export-Import Bank’s nix last week of a request from the Radio Manu- 
| facturers Assn. for loans to L. A. countries for building TV facilities 
| with American equipment. 
| of the three systems, the market for American receivers will be lost 
| permanently if the British and French succeed in selling their trans- 


Because of the difference in line standards 


mitting equipment ahead of U. S. manufacturers, according to James 
E. Burke, chairman of RMA’s export committee. 


Burke declared that American manufacturers would continue their 


| efforts to sell equipment in L. A. by attempting to convince those coun- 


tries with low dollar balances to release some of their funds for TV 
equipment. Most such countries. however, aren’t going for the idea 
at this time but prefer to do business with England, because of their 
large sterling supply. 





International Telephone & Telegraph's acquisition of the Farnsworth 
Corp. last week marked the first entry into the manufacturing business 
by the comnyunications outfit and is expected to presage further activity 
along manufacturing lines by the company. Sale, which is pending a 
majority vote of Farnsworth stockholders, thereby puts I.T.&T. into a 

position somewhat similar to that of RCA, which also engages in both 
' operations. 

Under terms of the sale, Farnsworth stockholders would get one 
share of I.T.&T. for each 12 shares of Farnsworth they now hold. Com- 
munications firm expects to continue operation of the Farnsworth radio 
and television plant at Fort Wayne, Ind., and the national Capehart 
distributor and dealer organizations. 


Way in which television has made an inter-state affair of most sports 
events was pointed up Friday (11) in an editorial on the Danny Gar- 
della case in the N. Y. Herald Tribune. “Few Americans know to what 
extent television is changing national habit and thought.” the editorial 
said, “which is just as well; but most decidedly it is bringing sport 
smack across state lines to every interested fireside.” 

H-T reminded readers that TV viewers were seeing not a rehash of 
the play but the actual event. “It seems almost immaterial to consider 
whether the performance is for the crowd on the spot or the great and 
growing audience beyond,” the editorial added. “The U. S. court of 
appeals, which has just sided with Gardella, is intelligently recognizing 
the force of an invention.” 





Radioites got a big chuckle out of a recent telecast of a basketball 
game, sponsored by a score of used car dealers, on which one dealer 
was interviewed. Asked how his sponsorship was going, the bankholler 
said “not so good. it should do better,” implying he might cancel out. 

The announcer quickly changed the subject to sales ethics, one pitch 
on the series being that these used car merchants are strictly on the 
up-and-up. “Ethics?” he said, “we're just out to sell cars.” 


Eugene O'Neill, William Saroyan and Tennessee Williams have ad- 
vised video packagers that their plays are not available for television 
at any price. While Saroyan and Williams have specifically restricted 
their one-act plays, O'Neill has put all of his plays on the hold list. 





KFI-TV on the Coast will continue its cut rate policy on its nightly 


Sponsor participation show, “Shop Look and Listen.” Station instigated 


the policy several months ago in an effort to interest time buvers who 
had never ventured into radio or video. Rates were cut to $25 from $75 
and station beamed two programs nightly which allowed the cut price. 
KFI is now airing only one such show nightly. : 





NBC-TV's puppet star, “Howdy Doody,” is scheduled to make his first 
“personal appearance” outside the studios at Macy's department store, 
N.Y., Feb. 26, in a special program dedicating Macy’s new “Howdy 
Doody” ranch. Puppet wiil be accompanied by Bob Smith, his voice, 
and Clarabell, another character on the show. 

Macy's opened its ranch on Monday. Set up in the kids’ department, 
it will feature for sale all the H-D equipment, such as cowboy shirts, 
dolls, etc. H-D records, published by Victor, will be played continu- 


tele” packager-pro- ously. 
Byron Paul, | ducers on the Coast : 





Paramount station KTLA on the Coast has cancelled out Pierce Bros. 


video commercials and has nixed advances from Utter-McKinley which 
—_ to insert a series of spots on teevee outlet. 
| n ent ‘oad revue, “Inside Menzies will write, direct and pro-| T° ing into the station by viewers apparently not overly anxious to 
ber of agencies. Gaines Dog Food, U.S. A.,” signed for a straight dra- duce the series... KLAC-TV Bye 'their burial plots while trying to enjoy an evening's entertainment. 
i serting a large screen television re- Evidently the public doesn’t mind listening to mortuary blurbs 

converted standard broadcast but viewing the scenes is a bit’ upsetting 


Complaints were 
view 


on 
Klaus 


the show on video for a non-com- day ‘20) on CBS-TV’s “Studio One” | standard broadcast studio. Screen! Landsberg, station head, related that henceforth advertising will be 
j tied into programming as much as possible. 


peting product. Pe 


Bert Lytell, Philco’s host and, 


(Continued on page 36) 
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643 Feature Films, 


- Five Years Old, Released for Tele 


Some Only 





Television Pictures Distributing 
Corp., headed by Toby Anguish, 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. + 
| 


has obtained the video rights to) 


| 


543 pictures from General Films | 


and Elliott Hyman, Inc. Some of 
the pix were released as recently 


as 1943. 


Newest of the films is “City 


Without Men,” starring Linda Dar- | 


nell, which will be telelensed by 
KTSL. Rental for this one is $250. 
Rates run from $100, for old west- 


erns, as high as $800, which NBC- 
TV paid for “Barber of Seville,” 
French picture telecast over the 
eastern network. “City” was pro- 
duced by Samuel Bronston for 
Columbia release in 1943. Bron- 
ston secured a release from Col in 
1946 and sold it to a re-release out- 
fit. Anguish took it from there. 
This is the case history of most of 
the pix secured. 

List of films up for teevee rental 
includes “The Birth of a Nation,” 
peing offered for $400 to individual 
outlets; Sol Lesser’s “Stage Door 
Canteen.” $600; James Roosevelt’s 
“Pot O’Gold,” $300. Others on the 
list are David O. Selznick-Jock 
Whitney’s “Nothing Sacred,” 
“Becky Sharp” and “Little Lord 
Fauntleroy,” 13 of Bill Boyd’s 
“Hopalong Cassidy” oaters; the 
British “Deadlock,” “I Was a Crim- 
inal” and “Prison Without Bars,” 
and 16 John Wayne gallopers. 

Anguish will also produce 1,000 
or more shorts for video himself, 





Pabst’s Coast BB Ty 


KLAC-TV has sold half the Los 
Angeles, Hollywood Stars baseball | 
games package to Pabst Blue Rib- | 
bon beer. KLAC reportedly bought 
the rights to televise teams dia- | 
mond batiles for $20,000 apiece. 

Pabst will alternate between two 
teams sponsoring the Stars for one | 
showing and the Angels next. | 
|KLAC is hunting for a sponsor to 
pick up tab on tilts left over. 


ABC's Small 106 
Crusade’ Profit 


ABC will make a small profit of 
$10,000 on sale to a sponsor of 
rights to the forthcoming series of 


| 








documentary films for television on | 


| Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower’s ‘“‘Cru- 
sade in Europe,” if it succeeds in 
|lining up a bankroller at the cur- 
'rent asking price. 
| edly near a deal with several pros- 
| pective advertisers at this time, in- 
| cluding U. S. Steel, which has been 
| looking for a suitable TV package. 

ABC prez Mark Woods revealed 
| following a screening of the first 
| two in the series Monday (14) at 
| the 20th-Fox homeoffice that the 
| web hopes to sell the total 26 films 
Sponsor at that 


ae 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. | cations are helping the FCC get | 


| after video permit holders to stop 


Web is report- | 








BIDDERS NEED 
GP ‘STALE 


Washington, Feb. 15. 


Li 








Television applicants waiting for 


the freeze to thaw out their appli- 


stalling on construction. One ap- 
plicant yesterday (Mon.) presented 
photographic evidence to the Com- 


mission to show that a permittee in | 


his city had done practically noth- 
ing toward building his station. 


A petition filed by the Wilming- | 
Del., Tri-State Broadcasting | 
Co., licensee of WAMS, told the} 


ton, 
Commission it should not grant ad- 


received its permit in November, 
1947, and which is now asking for 
its second extension. Tri-State 
submitted an affidavit with pic- 
tures taken at the 
WDEL-TV station. The pix showed 
only a snow-covered field with 
some crates of insulators. 
Tri-State’s petition, filed by Har- 
old Mott, Washington counsel, 
asked that the extension 





| 
| 


ultaneously filed an application 
for the facilities of WDEL-TV. It 
said only one channel has been al- 
located to Wilmington ‘and the 
| public interest requires that a sta- 
tion be constructed for operation 
thereon as promptly as possible.” 
It is not only ready and willing to 
build a station, said Tri-State, but 
it is vitally interested “and af- 
fected by the delays and dilatory 
tactics of WDEL-TV.” 

WDEL-TV is owned by the 
Steinman interests which have six 


ditional time to WDEL-TV which | 


request | 
be designated for hearing and sim- | 





Saved! By TV 


new weapon to its arsenal, It has 
{installed television sets in_ its 
| Bowery missions. 

Idea is that the homeless men 
whom the Army aids are able to 
watch sports events and other pro- 
| grams at its shelters, instead of at 
bars. 


Ford Show to Be 
Weekly in Fall 


“Ford Television Theatre,” one 
of the costliest video dramatic 
|series now aired, will expand from 
\its present once-monthly presenta- 
ition to one a week, starting next 
fall. 

Kenyon & Eckhardt tele depart- 
ment chief Garth Montgomery de- 
clared that a definite time slot for 
ithe once-weekly airings hasn’t been 
iset yet. It is known, however, that 
the agency has taken an option on 
the Monday night 9 to 10 segment 





site of the! 


on CBS-TV, immediately following | 
| Talent | 
|Scouts” program. “Lux Radio The- | 


the “Arthur Godfrey 


jatre,” aired in that slot on the CBS- 


|AM web, has already served notice | 


‘on CBS that it won't go for a tele 
|dramatie show directly opposite, so 
|Ford may be forced to find another 


| tim 


The Salvation Army has added a 


within a year. Outfit is currently | at $15,000 each. 
setting up a production program | price would run the shorts three 
for year-round lensing on a" | times each over a 78-week period. 
These will embrace every form 0 
het from 19 pelthene, minstrel | $390,000 for rights, as against the 
shows to 10-minute travelogs. All | $380,000 which it paid 20th and the 
will be shot in 16m in a studio for | March of Time, which produced 


ABC would thus get a total of | 


- : e. 
standard stations in Delaware and | “TV Theatre.” carrying a budget 
Pennsylvania and also has a video of approximately $17 500 per per- 


permit in Lancaster, Pa. , formance, is now aired Sunday 
A television applicant in Dallas nights from 7:30 to 8:30. CBS-TV 





also asked for the frequency of a!has “Studio One,” its sustaining | 


| permit holder, saying he is “pre- | legit series, in the slot two weeks a 


which the company is currently 
dickering. 

Talent will be cut in for 50% of 
the gross on each picture. A num- 
ber of top names are now huddling 
with Anguish on the deals. Hefty 
cut for talent is made possible by 
the fact that the company now has 
its own distributing setup, Anguish 
said yesterday. It has five offices 
now, in N. Y., Chicago, San Fran- 
cisco, L. A., and Seattle, and is 
setting up a sixth in Dallas. 


Indication of the name values in 


some of the films is the cast of the | 


Sunday night Linda Darnell starrer, 
which also includes Glenda Farrell, 
Doris Dudley, Edgar Buchanan, 
Michael Duane, Sara Allgood, Les- 
lie Brooks, Margaret Hamilton, 
Rosemary DeCamp, Sheldon 
Leonard and Joseph Crehan. B. H. 


Schulberg produced for Bronston | 


and Sidney Salkow directed. 


BOBBY CLARK SET FOR 





‘LAMBS GAMBOL’ PREEM 


Bobby Clark, starring in a skit 
from his current Broadway musi- 
cal, Mike Todd’s “As the Girls Go,” 
Will headline the preem edition of 
the “Lambs Gambol” television 
show Feb. 27 on NBC-TV’s east 
coast web. Show will be bank- 
rolled by Maxwell House Coffee 
Sunday night in the 8:30 to 9 slot, 
replacing “Meet the Press.” 


Also set for the opening stanza 


are Guy Kibbee, in a short, dra-| 
matie sketch, plus Shepherd Bert. 
Lytell and former Shepherds Fred 
Waring and William Gaxton, who| 
are to act as program hosts. In. 


addition, Gene Tunney and several 


other Lambs will make appear-| yled for next Monday, Tuesday | film and_ stores, 
ances on the program, which car-|and Wednesday at Madison Sq. | suits, ] 
ries a vaudeo format in which will Garden, N. Y., under sponsorship |video showing locally. 
be included much of the club-| of the N. Y. Daily News 


\them. Web would get in addition, 
| of course, its standard station time 
and facilities charges. 


| 


| Both Woods and 20th prez Spy- 
'ros P. Skouras emphasized that the 
| pictures will not be made available 
ito theatres, at least for the 21 
| months to which ABC has exclusive 
| TV rights to them. If no further 
| deal is made with the web at that 
‘time, all rights would revert back 
to 20th and MOT. It is believed 


(Continued on page 40) 





Rival Fete Show Confines 
Chicago Golden Gloves 
To Midwest in CBS Snag 


Hold by other networks on the 
single coaxial cable linking the 
east and midwest will confine the 
pickup of the semi-final and final 
Golden Gloves boxing matches in 
Chicago to CBS-TV midwestern 
stations only. Chi _ semi-finals, 
scheduled for Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday (21-23), will be 
carried in Chi, Cleveland and De- 
troit the first two days, but only in 
Chi the third day, since the other 
stations will be carrying the web’s 
own Tournament of Champions 
bouts from N., Y. 

Chi finals, scheduled for March 
4, will be aired over the web's full 
roster of 10 stations in the east 
and midwest. Same stations will 
also get the International finale to 
the Golden Gloves, which will be 
staged in Chi May 18. Pickups will 
be made by WGN-TV, Chi Tribune 
station, under the direction of 
mote chief Don Cook. 


Eastern championships, 








sched- 


Welfare 


| pared to proceed immediately.” 
|The A. H. Belo Corp., owners of 
| WFAA and the Dallas Morning 


| News, asked that the Commission | 


reconsider the extension granted 
Feb. 1 to the Lacy-Potter Tele- 
vision Broadcasting Co., which was 
| granted a video permit in Septem- 
ber, 1947. 

In view of recent actions by 
FCC in calling old permittees to 
explain delay in construction, Belo 
requested that the Lacy-Potter re- 
quest be designated for hearing to 
determine whether the company 
“has been diligent and whether it 
would be in the public interest to 
grant the extension.” 

A reply yesterday from Lacy- 
Potter said this is the fourth time 
Belo has tried to interfere with its 
establishment of a television sta- 
tion. The burden of Belo’s plea, 
the reply said, is that while it is 
not an aggrieved party “it would 
like to see opponent’s grant de- 
leted in order that petitioner 
(Belo) in future might have a more 
favorable prospect of securing a 
construction permit for television 
in Dallas.” 

The permittee said it is confi- 
dent its station will be on the air 
by next June 15. 


HARPO MARX MAKES 
COMMERCIAL VIDFILM 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Harpo Marx will make a 10- 
|minute commercial telepic this 
|week for Catalina Swim suits. 


Titled “Cavalcade of Swim Suits,” 








| Ine. 

| Catalina will pick up tab for 
retailing firm’s 
will pay station time for 
Telefilm 
| will also make six one-minute com- 


Owned material which has never! Assn., will be carried by the Daily mercial spots for company, 


een seen yet outside the club. 
Several Showgirls from  Clark’s 
Show will appear with him, mark- 
ing the first time any femmes have 
appeared on a Lambs program. 


Show, originating from NBC- 
TV's International theatre, N. Y., 


Will be carried on the web’s seven| ally, will mark the first anni of ing the end of March. Agency is of tele sets pushed past 2,000 for 


|News’ WPIX on a local basis only, 
/ since WPIX has no share of the 
‘cable allocations. Same will hold 
'true for the national champion- 
| ships, alto originate from the Gar- 
den. 





IPANA SINKS TEETH IN TV 
Ipana Toothpaste is going video, 
|signing this week to sponsor 
i‘Lucky Pup,” CBS-TV moppet 


| show featuring the Bunin puppets, | 


‘month, with a feature film occupy- 
jing the time on the fourth week. 
| 





Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt 
Among Name Sponsors 


Of Non-Profit TV Show 


Three more television package 
agencies entered the field this 
week, two of them planning to pro- 
duce live shows and the other spe- 
cializing in film shorts. Latter, 
named S.K.D. Film, has completed 
five of a scheduled series of 13 
four-minute featurettes starring 
Canada Lee. Officers of S.K.D. 
are Mortimer De Groot, N. Y. at- 
torney, as prez; Harry Servel, 
treasurer, and Walter Klee, secre- 
| tary. 
| Torchlight Productigns, organ- 
| ized as a non-profit organization 
| with Henry Jaffe, Charles S. John- 
| son, Max Lerner, Mrs. Eleanor 
| Roosevelt, Louis Untermeyer, Wal- 
iter White and William L. White 
| listed as sponsors, has worked out 
a half-hour radio series, titled 
“Conflict,’ for which scripts are 
now being solicited from Radio 
Writers Guild freelancers. Torch- 
light will expand into TV once the 
radio series is rolling. Officers are 
David Krapralik, prez, and Jane 
White, veepee. 








also plans to produce both radio 
land tele shows, includes the Tele- 
'Theatre Studio, which Will train 
‘pro actors in TV techniques; Tele- 
Theatre Actors Co., a video stock 
'group, and the Tele-Scenery. stu- 


re- | pic will be produced by Telefilm, | dios, which plans to service clients 


| with low-budget scenery for TV 
| shows. Now ready for sale are 
|**‘Let’s Improvise,” a dramatic- 
audience participation series fea- 
| turing the actors group, and “‘Cross 
and Tyner Time,” featuring Milton 
!Cross and Evalyn Tyner. Charles 
|W. Christenberry, Jr., is head pro- 
/ducer, with Karen O'Sullivan di- 
|recting the Tele-Theatre. 





M’waukee’s 16,236 Sets 
Milwaukee, Feb. 15. 
WTMJ-TV’s latest check of deal- 


Tele-Theatres Productions, which | 


Washington, Feb. 15. 

| A sampling system whose pro- 
jections have proved remarkably 
accurate is being used here by 
NBC to gauge television audience 
trends in the Capital area, provid- 
ing invaluable data on station and 
program preferences. 

_ Operating through an organiza- 
tion nom de plume to discourage 
possible departure from normal 
viewing habits, the network sends 
out 500 diaries every three months 
to set owners located through ran- 
dom phone calls. The system has 
been used here in the past to 
measure radio audiences but, as 
far as known, has not been used 
elsewhere for video. 

Cooperation on the part of view- 
ers in keeping the diaries, James 


Seiler, in charge of the project, 
told VaRIETY, has exceeded the 
most optimistic estimates. Better 


than 90° agree to keep the record 
for the seven-day period asked and 
most diarists are diligent in list- 
ing the programs favored and time 
devoted to viewing. Sufficient 
diaries are mailed to set owners 
to insure a 500 sample, with tele- 
phone calls made to check coopera- 
tion. 

Aside from the fundamental data 
desired on program popularity and 
time spent viewing, the diaries 
provide a wealth of information on 
the effect of television on family 
life. They show among other 
things: (1) a high proportion of 
families viewing from three to five 
hours an evening throughout the 
week, (2) a surprisingly large stay- 
; at-home audience on Saturday 
| nights, and (3) a tremendous in- 
terest in children’s programs. 

Comments, volunteered by the 
diarists provide valuable daia on 
program interest. Many of the 
80% of the viewers who take in 
the Milton Berle show attest “it’s 
the best thing’ in television. 
, Others give praise to the kiddie 
, Shows, one revealing her children 
| have dinner in the living room in 
front of the receiver. Another 
gratefully remarks she ‘will 
patronize their sponsors.” 


Some diarists note the evenings 
spent away from home _ while 
others record their return on Tues- 
day night in time for Texaco. 
Time taken for set repair is in- 
variably followed by continuous 
viewing upon return of the re- 
ceiver. 

A suburban householder com- 
plains of local police station inter- 
ference to television reception and 
asks “if you could use your in- 
fluence with FCC” to have the 
police change its wavelength. An- 
other tells of plans to elevate his 
aerial from 50 to 70 ft. to bring 
in more stations from Washington 
and Baltimore. 


A diarist notes that her family 
has difficulty in deciding on pro- 
grams and wishes the good shows 
were better spread out “with some 
good ones on Saturday.” Another 





criticizes a commercial as ‘too 
long” while another remarks ‘it 
smells.” 





L.A. TELE SETS 
TOP 89,000 MARK 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
According to figures eompiled by 
‘the Southern California Radio and 

Electrical Appliance Assn. $35.734,- 
800 has been spent for 89,337 tele- 
| vision sets by persons within the 
| viewing aread of the Los Angeles 
| stations. 


Number of sets in the viewing 
| area has been upped almost 10,000 
| since the last survey figures were 
| released for the period ending 
| Dec. 31. Association related yester- 
| day that 91% of the total number 
‘of sets listed have been installed 
‘in Los Angeles County. About 65° 





Chi finals on March 4, incident- | on Tuesdays and Thursdays, start- | ers and distributors revealed sales | Of the receivers have been pur- 


eastern stations. It is also to be  WGN-TV’s commercial operation. Doherty, Clifford & Shenfield. 


recorded 


Western stations. 


_on film for subsequent 
ransmission over the seven mid- 


' Station took the air March 5, 1948, 





a test basis. 


| Show is now aired Mondays 


6:45 p.m. 


fourth straight month. 


,chased by middle income bracket 
| families, according to the Associa- 


Total Milwaukee figure was 16,-| tion figures, with 25% going into 


ivate homes. 


with a pickup of the same event on through Saturdays from 6:30 to 236 on Feb. 1, with 90% in pri- upper level homes and the remain- 


jing 10% into lower income abodes. 


TV PLOY 


fF DC Diary Check Comes Up With Some 
ic’ Neat Sampling on Cops, Berle, Kids 
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CHILDREN’S HOUR 
With Ed Herlihy, announcer; others 
Producer: Alice Clements | 
Director: Desmond Marquette 
60 Mins.; Sun., 10:30 a.m. 
HORN & HARDART 

NBC-TV, from N. Y. 

(Clements Co.) 

& Hardart’s “Children’s 
Hour,” with 20 years on radio be- 
hind it, has been brought from 
Philadelphia to N. Y. by NBC for 
simulcast purposes. In its TV ver- 
sion. the show is a welcome addi- 
tion to any family’s early Sunday 
morning at home and should enjoy 
the same success on the newer me- 
dium that it has had in radio. TV, 
in fact, should enhance the talent 
showcasing aspects of the program, 
which helped develop a number of 


Horn 


top performers during its radio 
stint. 

Producer Alice Clements, who 
supervises the program for her 


husband’s ad agency, has always 
provided it with good visual dress- 
ing for the studio audience’s bene- 
fit, so that it didn’t require much 
additional in the way of costuming 
the kids. Show could stand a little 
more variety in camera shots, how- 
ever. As transmitted the day 
caught (13), only two shots were 
used—one of announcer Ed Herli- 
hy and the other of the moppet 
performers in front of a blank 
curtain—and those can get mo- 
notonous in a full-hour presenta- 
tion. 





Herlihy, following in the foot-. 


steps of such current stars as Ralph 


Edwards, demonstrated a neat flair | 


for the cifficult task of emceeing 
such a show. Playing around with 
the St. Valentine’s Day motif, he 
entered into the spirit of the thing 
with the kids and was never guilty 


IDENTIFY 
With Bob Elson; guests 
15 Min.; Mon., 9 p.m. 
PARIS GARTERS 
ABC, from Chicago : 
(Louis A. Smith) 
“Identify” is a cut-and-dried quiz | 


‘show about sports that makes only | 


a half-hearted attempt to exploit 
video’s visual angles. Format is 
based on quizmaster Bob Elson 
tossing the brainteasers at a panel | 
of sports experts with still pictures | 
thrown in for the benefit of view- 
ers. As expected, the stills are 
totally static and add little of in- 
terest to the proceedings. Here’s a 
spot where action newsreel clips 
about sports events and person-| 
alities would add those extra show- 
manship values that would lift this 
offering out of the mediocre class. | 
In any case, however, this pro- | 
gram could benefit from a snappier | 
phrasing of the questions than was 
evident on its coaxial debut Monday | 
(14). The questions were routine 
and the answers were hit-and-miss | 
without any difference one way or | 
another. In one case, Elson was | 
tripped by wrong answer on his file | 
card. Elson handled the single | 
Paris Garter plug, however, in 
okay punchy style. Herm. 


PEE WEE KING SHOW 
With Pee Wee King, Golden West | 
Cowboys, Bob Kay announcer 
Producer-Director: Burt Blackwell 
30 Mins.; Mon., 7:15 p.m, | 
Sustaining 
WAVE-TV, Louisville | 
Doubling from WAVE-AM, this 
vouthful Western group is proving 
an ideal vehicle for the video me- 
dium. Lads are a few steps above | 
the usual so-called hillbilly stuff, 
certainly in appearance, and they 


of talking down to them. Talent, “mix the tunes sufficiently to please 


ranging from a five-year-old boy up 
to the teen-age brackets, was good 
for the most part, and Miss Clem- 
ents wisely routined the various 
acts to provide good pacing. 
Commercials, whether done 
Straight by Herlihy or integrated 
into their performances by the 
kids, were easy to take. Stal. 


FIFTH FREEDOM 

With Bee Davidson, Irv Stone & 
Kenny Miller, Joyce Norman, 
Carl Bonner, Joe Ravel, Four 
Tones Quartet, Connie Hill and 
the Odell Bakers 

Producer: Fred Mullen 

Director-Scripter: Gene Starbecker 

30 Min.; Mon., 8 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WAVE-TYV, Louisville 
This 


one-shot of well-routined 


a variety of tastes. Announcer Bob | 
Kay lends an assist with a few 
well-placed introes. | 

Pee Wee King and his Golden 
West Cowboys have gained quite a 
rep from their recordings, and | 
have a fast moving routine of 
musical numbers. They also blend | 
well in the vocal department. Com- | 
edy numbers are right down their 
alley. 

There’s a tight production and 
direction job by Burt Blackwell. 
This is ideal television fare for the 
local market, and judging by show 
caught, the Pee Wee King outfit | 
looks ripe for sponsorship. Hold. 











| 


| Tele Chatter 





local acts was assembled in behalf ——= Continued from page 34 Joo 


gong gs ong i oo will be used for closed circuit audi- 
“Fifth SA ” which it was yr ona — i a. te audience . ca 
plained is the right of children to ATLA will double Ns transmitting 
play and have fun. |t ) opened rn 7 Coat oF 
with Connie Hill (daugnter of Don pS lB tag oF arg od 
Hill, WAVE sports announcer) night (15).. Bill Symes sports pro- 
simulating an infantile paralysis gram has been upped from one to 
victim seated in a wheel chair, | §ve over KTSL...“Teen Talent 
with announcer making the pitch | pjme” goes into weekly slot on 
for dimes. Bridge between special- kTS1 starting this week... Paul 
tes was a pictorial segue, depicting ‘night has joined KFT-TV as diree- 
cocted by the use of a fishbowl lan - — Pe Unichard W ed 
filled with water. Effect was a | Hopp ae + aay ee eens 
difficult one, but it registered. lwe bh glo tag i wvRL 
Quite a number of the town’s | gie’s pa: ling br aa lrred y 
local talent lent their various abili- | play... Irving Rapper has set up 
ties to the variety layout. Pro acts Telephoto, Inc., and will make ls 


bolstered the show, particularly 97_)); ; : 
Carl Bonner, comedy singer who | yum me OS Does poop - poe 4 pn! 


handled his own piano accompani- Roari ” 
n : varing Camp” have been set as 
ment. Four Tones, three boys and fir<t two subjects. . .““Hollywood In 


b girl. were nicely grouped for Three Dimensions” bows on KFI- 
es 


The Odell Bakers, sepia 
mental quintet, backgrounded the 
show, and gave professional style 


support. 
Fred Mullen, producer. 


‘has been packaged by Mal Boyd 
jand Bob Joseph... American 


power Apr. 1...Norma Young bows | 


Gene Starbecker, writer-director, 
show improvement in this effort, 
and give ample evidence of iron- 
ing out the production wrinkles. 
This viewing proves the boys are 
on the right track. Hold 


WAX WACKIES 
With Johnny Slagle, 
Deceivers 
Director: Don Hallman 
Producer: Peter Strand 
30 Mins.; Fri., 7:30 p.m. 
WXYZ-TV, Detroit 
WXYZ-TV gave birth to a brand 
new type of disk-jockey show Fri- 
day (4), in spite of various contro- 
versial reports to the effect that 
there was no place in television for 
disk-jockeys. New show features 
jock Johnny Slagle and the Three 
Gay Deceivers, well known Detroit 
antomine artists. Cast in excel- 
ent voice, and Slagle is funny, 
although overdoing it. 


Proprietor Johnny Slagle meets 
the gang from the record shop and 
spins the platters, while the Three 
Gay Deceivers, who portray two 
salesmen and a porter, take it upon 
themselves to burlesque each rec- 
ord played. All the while Slagle 
is looking around his new head- 
quarters and comes up with an ob- 
ject he knows nothing about. Try 
as he does, no one will come to his 
aid and it is up to one of the Wax 


Wacky Club members to tend aft ener on two week vacation in to head national spot sales for) 
\Flovida.. . , A 


helping hand. te - Hila. . 


larly scheduled test pattern. Sta- 
\tion is sending its patter daily from 


Ouch ! 


No one can louse up a 
sports event like a sports an- 
nouncer when he’s not familiar 
with his subject. As Bill 
Stern murders a golf tourna- 
ment so can Mel Allen make 
a bum of a track meet. 

Allen’s latest adventure took 
place Saturday night (12) for 
CBS during the N. Y. Athletic 
Club meet at the Garden. 
Paired with a narrator who did 
the running account of the 
events, the fact that Allen was 
only doing the cigaret commer- 
cials didn’t stop him from get- 
ting in the way. From track- 
side they were making the of- 
ficial p.a. announcement of the 
result of the Buermeyer. 500 
when Allen had to have his 
little say. Everyone knew 
George Guida had won but it 
had looked like a fast race 
and, as with all track crowds, 
there was the expectant hush 
awaiting heralding of the time. 
But here Mr. Allen’ busted 
right into the announcement 
with his commercial and the 
camera director followed with 
some film about the product. 
By the time the cameras got 
back to the track everyone was 
ready for the next race. And it 
was not until this point that Al- 
len announced the Buermeyer 
result and time, 56.9, which he 
declared a track record. It 
was also a new world indoor 
mark. That Army’s Hammack, 
doing 57.1 in finishing second, 
had also beaten the old figures 
simply marked Allen’s second 
omission for the same race. 
Video viewers had completely 
missed all the excitement over 
two men having bettered the 
standard. 

Stanley Woodward, former 
sports editor of the N. Y. 
Herald Tribune, has recently 
had published a book on sports 
reporting (“Sports Page,” Si- 
mon & Schuster, $2.95). Both 
radio and video men announ- 
cing athletic events, and cam- 
era directors of the TV mo- 
bile units, should take a look. 

It would also be a pleasure 
if someone kicked Mr. Allen in 
the shins and told him that pole 
vaulters “vault” and maybe 
even “leap,” but by all that’s 
Warmerdam they do_ not 

, “jump.” Have you heard Al- 
len announce, “Bob Richards 
just ‘jumped’ 14 feet.’’ Ouch! 








HOT STOVE LEAGUE 
With Joe Finn, Russ Martin, John 
Bird, Matt Jans. Tom Walsh, Joe 
Wilson, quizmaster 
Producer-Directors: Wilson, 
Richard Liesendahl 
15 Mins., 6:30 p.m, 
Sustaining 
WBKB, Chicago 
Program is sports quiz, using 
jury of four athletes and officials 
who hurl teasers at one another 
under guidance of sports an- 
/nouncer Joe Wilson. Savings bonds 
!are awarded night’s winners and 
| listeners who send in correct an- 
| swer to question of evening. 
This show had five golfers ask- 
|ing such queries as diameter of 
| putting greens, winners of national 
'championship, longest shot record- 
_ed, and greatest match winner of 
_professional tourneys. Ties are 
run off- by hand-over-hand choose- 
up with baseball bat. 
This is clever show and should 


Joe 


effect, and harmonized well.| ty Sunday (20). Program which ring bell with sportsminded listen- | the 
instru- | will have celebs’ wives as guests, ers. However, more leisurely pace | ny 


would help program. 


Too many 
| contestants 


answering at once, 


‘Broadcasting Co.’s Television outlet | with quizmaster apparently racing | De". I ; hemuel 
and -KECA-TV : now beaming a ‘Tegu- against time, sometimes results in | action going on at the edges of the | brighter luminaries who has made 
screen beyond the viewers’ focus. | g00d on 


| near bedlam. 
' Jury box prop is unique. Camera 


Ed Sullivan’s “Toast of the 
Town.” which Had perked consider- | 
ably during the last several weeks, 
reverted to weakness Sunday night 
(13) on the CBS-TV web. Even 
Rudy Vallee, who was excellent in 
his two previous appearances on 
the show, seemed hamstrung and 
none of the other acts was suffici- 
/ently good to lift the program out 
‘of its mediocrity. Those top-line 
'acts apparently are getting increas- | 
|ingly difficult to come by. | 

Mayo Bros. (2) opened the show | 
with their fast platform tapstering | 
but then slowed their act to a walk | 
with a half-hearted attempt. at 
comedy. Wesson Bros. (2) fared | 
slightly better with their imper- 
sonations, with Sullivan making | 
a weak attempt to enter into 
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its most delightful performances 
to date. “Zone of Quiet” was an 
adaptation of a Ring Lardner story 
and thanks principally to perform- 
ances by John Sylvester and 
Eleanor Lynn, it provided one of 
the most pleasurable half-hours of 
weekend video viewing. If any- 
thing it suggested that the Lard- 
neriana library offers an abun- 
dance of riches for TV material. 
“Zone of Quiet” is the zany 
fable of the hospitalized guy who 
goes nuts trying to get a few hours 
of peace and quiet as his room be- 
comes a meeting place for feud. 
ing nurses, a doc on the make, ete. 
Camera and _  productional tech- 
niques went out the window; there 
was just a bed and a one-set focus 


their comedy. Low note was hit | point, but director Alex Segal, the 
with the Three Ammon Sisters, a! performers and all concerned cap- 
trio of moppets from Switzerland. | tured all the delightful Lardner 
Little girls, with their accordions | touches and played them to the 


and yodeling, might have been 
| okay on a kid show but were far 
out of their class on this one. 

Dance satirists Elsa and Waldo, 
brightened things slightly with | 
their zanyisms and comic Roger | 





opened his stint with the “Whiffen- 
| poof” song, with the cameras fad- 
| ing shots of the Yale campus in | 
‘and out over him. What little the | 
montage might have meant to any | 
|; Yale alumni in the audience was | 
|completely lost to other viewers. | 
Vallee’s closing medley of oldie | 


pops, in which he was backed by a | 


| quartet from the Ben Yost Vikings | 


| spoiled by faulty camera work. 





“Admiral Broadway Revue” hit a 
good all-around pace in its third 
edition but there were still some 
rough edges to be licked. It’s in- 
evitable that in a 60-minute ses- 
sion there'll be some soft spots, 
but it’s a production mistake to 
wind up the show on a downbeat 


| and the June Taylor line (6), was | 
| 


hilt. 





“Ford Television Theatre” hit its 
peak performance to date Sunday 
night (13) on CBS-TV with an 


Price dittoed with his pseudo- | @dult, Pee arene produc- 
sve ‘ps . -e. ll tion of Sidney oward’s “Silver 
psychological lecture Valles Cord.” The story of an inverted 


Oedipus complex, which was first 
staged on Broadway in December, 
1926, as a Theatre Guild produc- 
tion, was excellently modernized 
and adapted for TV by Ted Mabe- 
ley and, with a standout cast top- 
ped by Mady Christians and Meg 
Mundy, the play was fine in all 
phases of production, direction 
and acting. 

Despite the comparatively early 
| air time (7:30 to 8:30 p.m.), little 
effort was made to tone down the 
| hard-hitting drama. Some of the 
| scenes between Miss Christians, as 
{the mother, and her two sons, in 
| fact, were so sharply-etched as to 
| be disconcerting. The result was 
worth the effort, however, 


| well 
proving that video, in the right 


note. Friday night (11), the weak-| hands, can do such a theme at 
est sector of the revue. a circus | least as well as any other medium. 
ballet number, brought down the|Mabeley, along with | producer 


curtain on an over-all good chever | SAS MOmeemery — ene 
ait iy eit Gabe. Mare Daniels (who, incidentally, is 


__ | Miss Mundy’s husband), rate a bow 
The featured regulars turned in| for not toning the play down too 


some solid stints, the majority of | much 
| which were in the comedy division.| Wiss Christians gave her best 
Sid Caesar spread-eagled the lay-| tele performance yet as the selfish 
— with four good turns which! widow whose unnatural love for 
|revealed his versatility and his) her two sons almost wrecked their 
| large reserve of comedy. material. | lives. Miss Mundy was excellent as 
Bobby Van's solo song-dance-com- | the young wife who broke the spell 
| edy takeoff on It’s a Great Day lover one. son. neatly played by 
| was up to his usual standard. | Karl Webber. Lois Wheeler, as the 
Imogene Coca and Mary Mc-| fiancee of the other son. played 
Carty socked across several good| by Will Hare, was equally good. 
comedy items, particularly as part! Daniels’ camera. direction, Ben 
of the show’s regular feature, “The |} Ludlow’s mood scoring and Sam- 
Passing Parade of Nonentities in| uel Leve’s sets all added up to 
the News.” Miss McCarty also| some of the best in current video 
delivered seriously, for a change} dramatic fare. 
in pace, on “How Deep Is the 
Ocean,” highlighted by an atmos- 
pheric production background. 
Miss Coca’s impression of a torch 
singer was good, although slightly | 
too long for maximum impact. Ed 
Cashman’s calling of the closeup 








Milton Berle’s continued absence 
from Texaco Star Theatre points 
up the difference between vaude 


and vaudeo. Each, of course, car- 
camera shots on this number was ries entertainment values, but 


firstrate. 'vaudeo is a development that fits 
The show sagged somewhat in the specialized demands of the 
he terping department. Marge new medium. 

nd Gower Champion were fea- Last week's show was a case in 


fw SB yy M yo A reg ll point. Program lacked a dominant 


special impression due to | personality to give that added zing 
choreography poorly designed for | that projects so heavily on the 


‘the ike. The windup circus num-| Small living-room screen, Although 
in particular, had a lot of | Jack Carter is one of the new 








it 
a 


individual showings on 


Single long plug for Admiral | 


‘one through four except Saturday lags behind activity. More detailed once again was based on the zany 


;and Sunday... Anthony Mattess, ad 
ichief of Standard Oil of California, 
ishopping around for live studio 


shows...Gail Page has been inked 


by Marshall Grant-Realm Produc- | 
Three Gay tions for lead in “A Confession on | 
|New Year’s Eve.”...KNBH drop- 


ped musical starring Lucille Nor- 
man, soprano, after several weeks 


|of airing but no sponsor interest... 


Andy Potter will direct a situation 
comedy show starring Hank McCue. 
Show is being packaged by Ed 
Cochrane for co-op sponsorship. 


Chicago 

Chi Ruthrauff & Ryan has added 
Virgil Reiter to TV sales...May 15 
estimated date for completion of 
WBKB’s new transmitter. 700 ft, 
height will make antenna tallest in 
Chicago ..Columnist Nate Gross 
hosted Rex Allen, cowboy singer, 
over WGN-TV...WBKB to televise 
100 year anni of Chicago Church of 
Disciples... Footballer Johnny Lu- 
jack and sports ed John Carmichael 
guested on debut of Bob Elson’s 
ABC-TV quizzer “Identify” Mon. 
(14). Dorsey Connors back on 
WGN-TV after long illness. His 
“Personality Profiles’ resumes to- | 
morrow (16)...WBKB’s Loraine 


|introductions would help audience 
tie-in. Mart. 
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Cleve. Set Sales 


Continued from page 31 = 








tals from seven manufacturers 
‘whose January totals were not 
available. 

Philco distributor Homer Frank 
and a spokesman for Motorola also 
join the chorus of “boom sales” 
and anticipate a bullish market 
for months to come with a new 
spurt in sales coming when the 
baseball season opens. 


As yet, Cleveland baseball presi- 


dent Bill Veeck has not pacted a- 


contract but he’s said to be sold 
on telecasting the games. 
utors indicate that the station get- 
ting the contract will unquestion- 
ably become the number one 
program outlet as far as local in- 


terest is concerned.. Last season, | 


WEWS carried the games with 
General Electric sponsoring. 





Cleveland—Jack Treacy named 


NBC, operating out of WTAM. 


Distrib- | 


ingual abilities of Roy Atwell. 
How Atwell’s routine will stand 
up week after week is problem-, 
atic. 


Philco Television Playhouse’s 
production of “The Story of Mary | 
Surratt” (13) with Dorothy Gish | 
and Kent Smith starring in a TV} 
reprise of their ex - Broadway | 
legiter, was more or less “filler” | 
|material in terms of the enter-. 
|tainment standards that usually | 
‘apply to these Fred Coe produc- | 
|tions. While Coe tried to inject 
‘some animation into the video. 
adaptation, and succeeded to a de- 
gree in giving it breadth, it was a 
|tough battle overcoming what re- 
mains essentially a stilted play. 

Miss Gish as the long-suffering 
boardinghouse keeper doomed to 





die at the hands of a military tri-| 
bunal as a _ conspirator in the. 
assassination of Lincoln, went. 


‘through all the studied movements 
of conveying the proper emotions, | 
as, for that matter, did Smith and 
other performers. But as video) 
| fare, as in the case of the Broad- | 
way production, it was pretty un-, 
inspired stuff. 





{ 


Actors Studio on ABC-TV came) 


Texaco tele, he’s still to attain the 
knack of working with acts, bring- 
ing in sketches, and doing the un- 
expected, combination of which 
adds up to prime fodder for video. 


Texaco’s talent collection of 


| Tuesday (9) was good vaude. Play- 


ing valxes of the individual acts 
was good with a standout spot con- 
tributed by the return visit of 
Gracie Fields. This British come- 
dienne with a trio of tunes, indi- 
cate again she knows the video ap- 
proach. Her warm personality and 
surefire delivery registered strong- 
ly. Miss Fields even did a cart- 
wheel during one of her numbers 
without missing a note. Unfortu- 
nately, the time clock interrupted 
her stint. .cutting her off while 
leading a community sing. 
Comedy by Jack Durant also 
found its mark. Durant mixed his 
“can Gable do this” routine with 
some good chatter and songs for 
good results. The conversation be- 
tween Sidney Greenstreet an 
Peter Lorre also came off well. 
The Mills Bros. provided a strong 
song interlude. This quartet get 
full values with a set of tunes 
they've helped popularize on disks. 
The novelty sections of the bill 
were by La Brach and Bernice. 4 
good unicycle act, and the Gaud- 
smith Bros. (2) in their standar 


ithrough Sunday (13) with one of. canine and comedy turn. 
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ie Radio Execs have files bulging with facts about hundreds | 
: of stations. : 





: But when a national spot time buyer plans a campaign, it 
’ isn’t research that's on his mind. It's the stations which have 
e | kept their stories in front of him so consistently he knows them 
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Philly Tavern Dealers Fight Tele 


Set Tax on Excess Fee Grounds 


Philadelphia, Feb. 15. 


A new attack on the legality of 
the Pennsylvania State Liquor 
Board's $120 levy on television sets 
in bars and cafes was launched 
Friday (1) by the Retail Liquor 
Dealers Assn. of Philadelphia, rep- 
resenting 1,000 taverns here. 

The group filed suit in Dauphin 
county court, Harrisburg, asking 
the board be restrained from col- 
lecting the tele fees, on the ground 
they are too large “and out of all 
proportion to the cost of enforcing 
the license rule.” 

Approximately 
owners in the 


15,000 saloon 
state will be re- 
quired to pay the television fees, 
which is assessed at a figure one- 
fifth the cost of the liquor license 
fee. The state supreme court last 
November ruled that video was in 
effect motion pictures and upheld 
the right of the control board to 
levy the special license. The li- 
quor dealers’ new attack is based 
on the contention that the amount 
of revenue collected was so large 
that it was virtually an excise tax 
and not a licensing fee. 

Previous court rulings have held 
here that license fee must bear 
some relation to the cost of enforc- 
ing a law in the public interest. 


WPIX’ ‘Trace-a-Pix’ 


New 15-minute television show 
for moppets, titled ‘“Trace-a-Pix,”’ 
starts next Monday (21) on the 
N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX as a 
once-weekly offering in the 5:45 to 
6 p.m. slot. Program will incor- 
porate a new stunt of having the 
kids trace a picture on drawing 
cellophane directly over the face 
of the screen, as drawn by Lois 
Fisher, illustrator of several kids’ 
books, who will also tell a story to 
go with the drawings. 

WPIX, in a one-time announce- 
ment of the show last week on the 
air, offered drawing kits to the 
first 200 youngsters who would 
write in for them. Station was im- 
mediately swamped with 1,088 let- 
ters. 
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SWIVEL SCREEN SLATED 


kee Set Sales Soar 


Milwaukee, Feb. 15. 


Television set sales in the Mil- 
waukee area went over the 2,000 
mark in January for the fourth 
{straight month. Survey by WTMJ- | 
lv. Milwaukee Journal station, re- 
vealed 16,236 sets installed as of 
Feb. 1, an increase of 2,049 during 
January. 


SOON BY DUMONT ver of seis’are in private homes. 


Revolutionary new design in tel- 
evision receivers, incorporating a 
swivel arrangement which permits 
the screen to be swung in a com- 


plete 360-degree circle, will be 
sprung on the market in the near 
future by DuMont. Named the 


“Manchu,” the set, incorporating a 
20-inch direct-view tube, plus AM 
and FM radio and a turntable 
equipped to play all three record 
speeds, will sell for between $1,600 
and $1,800. 

Swivel idea, designed by Du- 
Mont exec Commander Mortimer 
E. Loewi, is expected to have far- 
reaching effects. Several maga- 
zine cartoons have recently pointed 
up the troubles found by 
wives in trying to rearrange their 
furniture to put the TV set within 
view of an entire room. Problem 
has also been tackled by numerous 
interior decorators. With the 
swivel, the DuMont set can be 
turned in any direction, thereby 
eliminating the need for a rear- 
rangement of furniture. 


New set is said to have an audio 
frequency response beyond the 
range of any radio or TV receiver 
now on the market and also in- 
corporates a new design in sound 
amplification. “Manchu” is. ex- 
pected to replace the “Westmin- 
ster” in DuMont’s receiver line. 
Latter set sold at $2,495, meaning 
that DuMont is following the lead 
of other manufacturers in turning 
out new sets at lower prices, in- 
stead of trimming prices on the 
established models. 





Taxes Made Easy 


Boston, Feb. 15. 
WBZ-TV is out with a video in- 
come tax show with Dennis Dela- 
ney, Collector of Internal Revenue 
for Massachusetts, demonstrating 
how to make out the U. S. tax form 
before the cameras. 


house- | 


| This 


‘been devised -by 
|the veteran comedian, and he and | 
| WPIX, the N. Y. Daily News TV | 
|Laughter From Downstairs.” Book 


urvey showed the number of in- 
ate made in bars and other 
public places during January was 
practically negligible. 
1,952 for Syracuse 
Syracuse, N. Y., Feb. 15. 
Number of television sets in the 
Syracuse area now number 1,952, 
according to a survey made of lo- 
cal distributors. 
WHEN, the only TV station in 
the area, has been on the air less 
than a month. 


FIRST LIVE TV FOR 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST 


Seattle, Feb. 15. | 

First live talent show to be tele- | 
vised in the Pacific Northwest is 
set for Feb. 25 and 26 here when 
KRSC-TV will send out a Uni-| 
versity of Washington campus show | 
direct from its production site at 
Meany Hall. Show is tabbed “So 
is Television” and is built 
around. a rehearsal for a TV broad- | 





cast. 
Cast of more than 50 will in- 
clude the Husky Chorus, Stan 


a quartet, the | 


Patty’s Chevaliers, | 


Three Jacks and a Queen and a 
dance team. Al Brevik is general 
director for the show, Jimmy Mac- 
George is stage director and sets 
are by Bob Jackson. 


| 
Price’s TV Sports Show | 


A sports novelty program has | 
Georgie Price, 








station, are talking about putting 
it on video. 

Idea is for the show to go on| 
three hours daily, 
when the N. Y. baseball Giants 
games are not being broadcast on 
WPIX. 


| Enders agency’s 


| fast club. 
| will 


on those days | 


|GIMBEL SETS 60-MIN. 


‘CBS TV Color to Be 


5-DAY AIRER ON WFIL Demonstrated as Aid 


Philadelphia, Feb. 15. 


placed by a retail store has been 
staped by Gimbel Bros. of Phila- 
| delphia, with WFIL-TV. The 
_store will sponsor an hour-long, 


| five-days-a-week remote for the, 


‘dual purpose of stimulating sell- 
ing on the floor itself, and at the 
same time building a vast home 
audience. 

The program, which 
“Gimbel’s Television Breakfast 
Carnival,” has been written, pro- 
duced and placed by the Robert J. 
local office. It 
goes on 10 to 11 a.m. Monday 
through Saturday, excluding Wed- 
nesday, and will run from Feb. 28 
to March 26. 

The first live origination from 
the sales floor department store, 
the show will combine the better 
features of a carnival and a break- 
Guest artists and celebs 
be featured in addition to 
three of the city’s top-radio-tele- 
vision personalities. 


is called 





Telemount Winds Series 


Of 13 Vidpix for 656 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Telemount Pictures has report- 
edly dumped $65,000 into 13 vid- 
pix. Firm is one of the few which 
has wound a complete series on 
spec. Majority of local firms make 


only pilot pic for peddling pur- 


poses, 
Headed by Henry Donovan and | 


|Harry Redmond, Telemount rolled 


the films in 12 days’ shooting time. 
Films titled “Magic Lady,” star 


;Geraldine Larsen and Jerry Maren. 





| 


Largest television contract ever | 


In Medical Teaching 


CBS color television will hon 
to the limelight in June, 
for commercial purposes. 
Pennsylvania, in association with 
the Smith, Kline & French phar. 
maceutical labs, will stage a4 
demonstration of color in TV's use 
for the teaching of surgery and 
medicine at the American Medical 
Assn.’s meet in Atlantic Cit: 

CBS officials denied reports that 


but not 


the re-emergence of their color 
system presaged another pitch to 
the industry and the FCC for its 
commercial adoption. While the 
web’s research engineer under 
the supervision of Dr. Peter Gold- 
mark, are continuing their ex. 


perimentation with  trichromatie 
video, CBS is willing to let the 
project slide for the time being, 
Fact that color was not mentioned 
at the web’s recent TV clinic for 
its affiliate stations, ad agencies 
and advertisers is believed to 
bear out this assumption. 

U. of P.’s medical school is col- 
laborating with CBS engineers in 
—_ ign of’ the equipment, produc- 

on of which is being shared by 
Zenith Radio and the Webster-Chi- 
cago Corp. Actual surgery and 


_other medical procedures are to be 


| 
| 
TV-LEGIT ‘HOMEFIRES’ | 


Maeve. Southgate, formerly with 
|Paramount Pictures, has written 
a tele serial, ‘“‘Homefires,” based 
on Czemi Ormonde’s novel, 


is under option to Aldrich & 
Myers for a Broadway play. 

Miss Southgate’s script is now 
making agency rounds, with possi- 
| bility of play reaching tele before 


{its legit premiere. 


televised in full color, with the 
images beamed on a closed circuit 


from the Atlantic City hospital 
to A.C.’s Convention Hall, where 
some 12,000 physicians will be 
watching. 





‘Sutherland Studies Tele 


For NBC Assignments 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Eddie Sutherland, long one of 
Hollywood’s top comedy directors, 
is turning to video. He heads east 
today (15) for training period un- 
der NBC national program director 
Norman Blackburn. 

Sutherland will spend several 
months in N. Y. on staff at net- 
work, returning here later for as- 
signments. He’s first of name pic 


| directors to make switch to tele. 
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WOR is like a lion 


You see, it continues to be the first major 
station in New York when it comes to 


carrying the majority of 
rated local programs. 


the highest- 





WOR is like a locomotive 


because, year in and year out, WOR pulls 
more than a million letters from people 
in 47 of the country’s 48 states. 


NOTE —— no matter how you measure WOR’s effectiveness, 


and we heartily recommend any method, WOR gets you 


there fastest, at less cost and with greater results. 


verve ‘ rae 


~ heard by the most people 
where the most people are 


COMING! WoR- Mutual's magmas 4 new ee » pesca: samme . ae saa it. 





WOR is like a great sale 


for WOR attracts more families, during 
the day and during the night, than any 
other station in the United States. 
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Telesuide Magazine 
“OSCARS” 


so to WBAL-7 V 


® FAVORITE local program 
®FAVORITE personality 
®FAVORITE variety show 


®FAVORITE female singer. 





®FAVORITE male singer. 


@ Favorite Personality 
NICK CAMFOFREDA 


star of “Hi-Jinks” seen daily at 12:15 
P.M, Nick also sportcasts “Looking of 
Sports” each weekday evening. 


®FAVORITE emcee 
®FAVORITE children’s show 
®FAVORITE comedian 
®FAVORITE news analyst 


Teleguide Magazine’s survey of programs and 


personalities proves the greatest shows in 





WBAL-TV Means Business in Baltimore. 


@ Favorite Comedian, M.C. 
and Variety Show 


MILTON BERLE 


scored as top M.C. and top comedian 
via the Star Theatre—the top variety 
show, Telecast at 8 P.M. Tuesdays. 


N B C Affiliate 
Nationally Represented by Edward Petry & Co. 





@ Favorite Male Singer 
BOB BERRY 


co-stars as featured vocalist on ‘‘Hi- 
Jinks” and is host of the “Open House” 
WBAL-TV each Tuesday and Thursday. 


@ Favorite Local Program... THE HI-JINKS SHOW 
with Nick Campofreda, Gloria Halliday and Bob Berry—seen 
ond heard on WBAL-TV Monday thru Friday ot 12:15 P.M. 


Television are on WBAL-TV — Channel 11. 





@ Favorite Female Singer 
GLORIA HALLIDAY 


is the featured vocalist on ‘‘Hi-Jinks”, 
and is the hostess on “Open House” 
each Tuesday and Thursday evenings. 


“y ees 
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@ Favorite Children’s Show 
HOWDY-DOODY 


with Bob Smith won an overwhelming 
vote for a children’s show. A WBAL-TV 
feature Monday thru Friday at 5:30 P.M. 





@ Favorite News Analyst 
GALEN FROMME 


covers the local, national end inter- 
national scene in “Let’s Look at the 


-News”, Monday through Friday. 
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National Tele Meet 








Continued from page 31 ja, 





‘CHI STATION REPS MAP 


WIDE SELLING BOOSTS, 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 





| T. F. Flanagan, managing direc- 


| Night Games 


Continued from page 31 
‘those, the station would have to 





; . . 
(ABC); Carleton Smith (NBC);;WNBQ, Chicago; Russell Johnson {o, of National Assn. of Radio Sta-| cancel some of its other commer- 


and Comd’r. Mortimer E. Loewi | 
(Dumont). Discussions by Harry | 
Bannister, WJW-TV, Detroit; | 
James McLean, WPTZ, Philadel-| 
phia; Leo Burnett, Leo Burnett | 
agency; and John Moser, legal 
counsel, 

Dinner address by Wayne Coy, | 
FCC chairman. 

March 8. Program talks by Fred 


Coe (NBC); Beulah Zachary, J. 
Walter Thompson agency; and 
Jack Gibney (ABC). Talks on 


transmission and networking by 
Paul Galvin, Motorola, and J. L. 


Poppele, WOR, New York. Talk 
on TV in advertising by J. H. E. 
Davis, Foote, Cone & Belding. 


Panel discussions on management 
by Walter J. Damm, WTMJ-TV, 
Milwaukee; John Mitchell, WBKB, 
Chicago; and E. Y. Flanagan, 
WSPD, Toledo, O. Panel on pro- 
grams and agencies by Elaine 
Phillips, WSPD, Toledo; Spencer 
Allen, WGN-TV, Chicago; and Mel- 
vin Gold, TV Film Conference. 
Panel on engineering management 
by Carl Meyer, WGN-TV; Philip 


Laeser, WTMJ-TV; and James 
Valentine (NBC). 
March 9. Program trends by | 


Leonard Hole, WABD, New York; 
Research by C. E. Hooper, A. C. 


Neilson and Dr. Sydney Roslow, 
Pulse. Program demonstration on 
closed circuit by ABC Players. 


Talk on film slant by Hal Roach, 
Hal Roach Productions. Panel on. 
sales and management by Jerry | 
Vernon (ABC); Don Meyers, 


(NBC); and _ David 


gram and production by Reinald 


_|KTLA, Los Angeles. Panel on pro-| newly-organized Chi Council of 


| 


/reps by announcing future publica- 


Werrenrath, WNBQ; Monte Fass- | tion of Rate Manual and monthly 


and Sidney Kaye 
on agencies and 
Lee Cooley, 
Don 


nacht (ABC); 
(BMI). Panel 
studio preblems by 
McCann & Erickson agency; 
McClure, N. W. Ayer 
Frances Harris, Ruthrauff & Ryan 


|agency; and Car) Haverlin (BMI). 


Panel on engineering problems by 
Arch’ Broley, Television Asso- 
ciates; Charles Ruthers, WGN-TV; 
Ira Glick; and William Cummings 
(ABC). 


RCA Files Initials Suit, 





Claiming Unique Kep 


Charging unfair competition and 
infringement of the 
“SCA.” 
filed suit in New York federal 
court last Thursday (10) for an in- 
junction against the RCA Manage- 
ment Corp. 

Radio Corp. seeks to stop the 
defendant from using the letters 


RCA and asks that the defendant , 


be required to pay damages sus- 
tained from the use of the letters 
or trademark. According to the 
complaint, RCA adopted the letters 
in 1919 and it has “a unique repu- 
tation, local and worldwide.” By 
appropriating the letters RCA, the 
complaint charges, the 
ment corporation is infringing on 





the radio corporation’s good will. 

















agency; | 


trademark | 
Radio Corp. of America | 


manage- | 


| Index to boost sales of spot broad- 
| casting. 

Flanagan told members of the 
'Chi group that ad saturation of 
given areas before spreading na- 
tionwide of “thin basis’ would re- 
sult in “power to get sales stream 
moving.” 

Earlier speech before the Chi 
Radio Management Club scoffed at 
television hurting press and radio, 
“even after it gets going.” Flana- 
| gan predicted $7,000,000,000 ad- 
| vertising spent in future, almost 
| double the current rate. 

He urged establishment of 
travel 
tisers and agencies to gain wide- 
|spread public reaction to 
broadcasting based on divergent 
| local conditions. 

John Blair, of John Blair & Co., 
was chosen chairman of Chi group. 
Members of executive committee 
|are: George Hollingberry, George 
|Hollingberry & Co.; Edward Voy- 
|now, Edward Petry & Co.; John 
Pearson, John Pearson & Co. 





Coast Writers 
Map Future 


As TV Force 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Recent formation of the Writers 


} FE L EVI § O Ra oe se RA D 4 O Theatre of Television by a group 


Need Top-flight 
Talent? 


* To Directors — Can supply outstand- 


ing soloists or vocal groups (of any 


size) quickly and 


efficiently. Have 


served Toscanini four times, also Sto- 


kowski and many 


* To Artists — Can 


others. 


represent several 


more artists of established reputation 


who require experienced, personal- 


ized service. 


* Director of Radio and Television for 


Columbia Artists Management, Inc., 


for more than five years. 


My Quarter-Century 
H Can Work 


in Show Business 
for You! 


WALTER PRESTON 


Artist Representative 


Suite 303-4 


424 Madison Avenue, 


New York 17, N. Y. 


*Phone—PLaza 38-2740 


of Hollywood scripters, in an early 
move to nail down their rights in 
‘the new medium, is a straw-in-the- 
| wind that Hollywood is shaping up 
jas the center for TV _ production. 
Indicating its agreement that 
scripters will be in the pivot posi- 
{tion in television, CBS has already 
entereé@ into a definite deal for ex- 
clusive rights to all video material 
| turned out by the Writers Theatre. 
The Writers Theatre has de- 
| vised a degree of copyright protec- 
tion rarely achieved by screen- 
writers and never afforded to ra- 
dio scripters. According to the 
outfit’s prospectus, scripts will be 
sold separately to each medium 
with extra payment required for 
reissues, recordings or adaptation 
into another form, After a spe- 
cific elapsed time, moreover, all 
rights will revert back to the au- 
thor. 


Eveing the fast-growing TV me- 


in other show biz fields, the Holly- 
wood scripting fraternity aims to 
emulate in video the prestige gain- 


is akin to legit in many respects, 
the TV writers would like to es- 





gene O'Neill, Moss Hart, Robert 
| Sherwood, George S. Kaufman,, et 
;al., have done on Broadway. 

At least they want the chance 
_to do so, according to the scripters. 
In radio, operations make it vir- 
tually impossible, they claim, to 
get any billing or public recogni- 
tion. Except for less than a hand- 
ful of scripters such as Norman 
Corwin and Arch Oboler, the rest 
of the kilocycle penmen are name- 
less cogs lost behind the scenes. 


Other talent groups in Holly- 


Writers Theatre and want in. Top 
film directors, 


der a setup like the Writers The- 
atre. Among the actors, Peter 


the Writers Theatre TV produc- 
tions. 


Chi Sox Deal Stalled 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 
_ Chi Sox baseball owner Charles | 
| Comiskey is stalled in negotiations 
| with WGN-TV and WBKB over 
| home game viewings. New Sox. 
| terms leave tele stations alterna- | 
| tive of paying fiat sum, reportedly | 
$100,000 of 50c per seat under 1,- | 
| 000,000 attendance. 








| 
{| Sox drew $780,000 last year, | 








' which would place 1949 charges at | 
, $110,000. \ 


spot | 


dium with the experience gained | 


ed by playwrights. Since television | 


tablish their names in the public | 
eye much as William Saroyan, Eu- | 


wood are showing interest in the | 


including Joseph | 
Mankiewicz, John Huston and F. | 
Hugh Herbert, have expressed a/ 
willingness to produce for TV un-| 


Lorre has put himself on call for 


Crandall, | tion Representatives, hypoed the cial commitments. To bypass that, 


'CBS may try to work a deal for 
‘coverage of night games on which 
‘there is a conflict with a regularly- 
‘sponsored show by bringing an- 
|other station into the picture. This 
could be either WPIX, if the Giants 
are not playing at home those 
nights, or WOR-TV, which is ex- 
pected to take the air about the 
middle of April. 


DuMont, if it gets the Yankee | 


games, will be in even a tougher 
position because of 
programming. 
find an out for the Yanks’ night 
games, 
| arrange for all daytime games with 
its regular daytime sponsors. 


sibility of carrying baseball local- 
ly, and continuing its daytime stu- 


further point up the difficulties of 
the N. Y. network stations in car- 
rying baseball, it is recalled that 
WNBT (NBC), which had a monop- 
oly on the Giants’ games for the 


last several years, lost out to WPIX | 
this year because of the night game | 
conflicts with regularly-sponsored | 


programs. 
Whether the same situation will 


hold true for cities outside N. Y. | 


;remains to be seen. Some of the 
top network-affiliated stations in 
‘other cities now carry baseball on 
radio, however, and it is expected 
they'll follow the same procedure 
with TV. 


ABC’s Small 10G 


Continued from page 35 =e 


























the subsidiary rights would be ex- 
tremely profitable, even if they 


never play in theatres, since they | 


would be naturals for 16m distribu- 
tion to schools, churches, civic 
groups and the like. 


Each film for television will run 
25 minutes, leaving five minutes of 
the half-hour package for the in- 
sertion of commercial plugs. Woods 
said they would start the latter 
part of March, with the sponsor 
having the right to plant them on 
all 23 ABC-TV stations, plus indie 
outlets and affiliates of other net- 
works in cities where ABC has no 
outlet. He said the web is pitching 
for a bankroller to take them on a 
public relations basis or to plug its 
contribution to the war effort. 

MOT chief Richard de Roche- 
mont, pointing out that the Eisen- 
hower shorts mark the first time 
any film company has attempted a 
comprehensive picture of the war, 
said the task of rounding up the 
footage used was tremendous. U. S. 
Army alone, he said, exposed more 
than 100,0000,000 feet of film on 
the war. This, plus the footage of 
other services, Government agen- 
cies and captured enemy film, 
amounted to a total that would take 
about 13 years to screen only once. 
MOT’s task was made considerably 
easier, he said, because of the 









its daytime | 
Besides having to} 


WABD will also have to! 
Web | 


fellowships among adver- | officials are now mulling the pos- | 


dio schedule for the network. To! 


INDIE STATIONS ASK 


Some indies have written to the 
NAB Non-Affiliated Stations Com. 
mittee asking help to get the 
Broadcast Measurement Bureau to 
postpone its second audience Study 
until the baseball season is on 
However, the BMB is committed to 
a March study. A spokesman for 
BMB told Variety, that the survey 
is timed for March, precisely to 
avoid “the distorted picture” which 
baseball listening causes. 

Meanwhile BMB announces the 
signing of four more subscribers, 
bringing the total to 819. The bu. 
|reau’s goal is 1,000 subscribers, 
making its batting average .819. 


NAB Indie Group To 
Plan for Chi Parley 


| Members of the NAB Non-Af.- 
filiated Stations Committee will 
meet in Washington, D. C., on Feb, 
24-25, to draw up plans for the 
first annual Independents Day at 
the NAB Convention in Chicago 
this April. 

The committee is also working 
with the United Nations for the 
production of special UN programs 
for independent stations. Ted 
Cott, chairman of the committee, 
| has been meeting with Ben Cohen 
j}and Peter Aylen of the UN. Ar- 
nold Hartley, WOV program direc- 
tor, is chairman of the sub-com- 
| mittee on UN activities. 


Azrael’s Balto. Show 
Baltimore, Feb. 15. 
Louis Azrael, w.k. Baltimore col- 
umnist, makes his television bow 
| with an interview program starting 
| tomorrow night (Wed.) on WAAM, 
|local TV indie outlet. Show, set 
| for 13 weeks, will be sponsored by 
Boulevard Motors through the 
Azrael ad agency. 


|= 
—_—— 

















| First with the most in 


NEW ORLEANS 


W 


TV Channel 6— 
31,000 watts 
New Orleans’ first 
and only, Transmit- 
ting from atop the 
Hibernia Bank Build- 
ing—the Empire State 
of the Deep South. 

ABC — NBC a : 
DUMONT — WPIX oS — 
Television Afiliatee WW amea 

Affiliated with F | 

om 


New Orleans Item | Hil 
EN | 














/ 
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Poe 


AM 1280 ke — 5000 watts 
(effective 20,000 watts in 
greater New Orleans) 
Covering New Orleans, South 
Louisiana and the Gulf Coast. 





staff's familiarity with the differ- | 
ent film and knowledge of which | 
source to go to for the required 
material. « 





San Antonio— Fred Vance has | 
| been named to head national sales | 


for KTSA. He comes here from | 
‘KMPC, Hollywood. Joe Caldwell | 
‘has also joined the sales staff. 


FM Channel 287 — 15,000 watts 
(C. P. 155,000 watts) 
WDSU’s dominant Hooperating, pioneer- 
ing service and high listener loyalty is 
THE buy in New Orleans! 


| NEW ORLEANS ABC AFFILIATE 
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‘Until he started eating Wheaties he always had a tug bring her in.” 
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DELAY OF BMB SURVEY - 
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WFIL, Philly, Planning 
House Band Cut as Part 
Of General Budget Slice 


Philadelphia, Feb. 15. 


Negotiations between the musi- 
cians’ union (Local 77, AFM) and 
WFIL are now under way in a 
station move to cut down the 
pand’s playing time. 

WFIL is making a general budg- | 
et cut and part of the plan was to | 
limit “live” music at the studio to 
one day a week. Norman Black, 
veteran musical director of the 
station, has threatened to resign 
if cut goes through. 

Neither station nor Local 177 
would say anything definite, al- | 
though it looks as if WFIL, Philly 
outlet for ABC net, will push 
through some kind of cut. 

Frank Liuzzi, president of Local 
77, said: ““‘We don’t force anybody 
to take musicians. But if the sta-| 
tion drops, or cuts the band, nat- 
urally, they will lose a lot of the 
privileges they enjoy under the 
present contract.” 


WJZ to KOB 


Continued from page 29 

















nated against by the continued 
operation of KOB” and the web 
“has been forced to endure serious 
and irreparable damage while none | 
of the other Class I-A channels has 
been infringed upon in any way.” 

The network said it “sincerely 
believes that if the pending re-| 
quest of KOB for extension of its 
special authorization is granted it 


will seriously hinder, if not pre- |: 


clude, any reasonable possibility | 
of retention by the U. S. of Class | 
I-A status on this channel in. the | 
next NARBA and thereby cause | 
the loss to the U. S. of one of its 
great national assets.” 

The frequency 770, ABC said, | 
has been classified by the FCC| 
since 1928 as a clear channel, with | 
WJZ entitled to protection from | 
interference from neighbor coun- | 
tries. In allowing KOB the use of | 
the channel, ABC said, the com- 
mission may have been guided by 
the fact that NBC in 1940 owned 
twa, clear channel stations serving 
N. Y. However, NBC later dis- 
posed of the Blue Network. Now | 
ABC clear channel facilities are | 
“virtually negligible compared | 
with those of” NBC,” ABC said, | 
“and the action of the commis-| 
sion in permitting further use by | 
KOB of 770 deprives the extensive | 
rural areas of a source of ABC 
programs and makes it necessary 
for those areas to depend upon 
the vagaries of skywaves from only | 
one or two stations carrying ABC 
programs.” 

The net said that if KOB is al- 
lowed to use 770 regularly with 
50kws at night, which it is now ask- | 
ing, WJZ’s secondary service to 
32,000,000 people will be. eliminat- | 
ed and another 2,374,000 listeners | 
would be cut off from its primary 
service area. 








Des Moines—Max M. Friedman, 
who has been national sales man- 
ager of the Yankee Network, has 
returned to Des Moines to engage 
in the home air conditioning busi- 
ness. He was at one time manager 
of KSO, Des Moines. 








¢ COLOR TELEVISION 


Your Radio-Video Commercials will 
have more COLOR when delivered 
LIVE and MUSICALLY by the 


TELEGENIC 


LANNY & GINGER - 
GREY : 





(2 voices and a piano) 
YOUR Jingle Sung or Written and 
Produced. Some of our clients: 
ADAM HATS, MARLIN BLADES, 
SUCHARD, COCILANA, etc. 


Write for Complete List 
Listen Daily: WMGM--8:00-8:30 A.M. 


LANNY & GINGER GREY 


Radio-Video Productions & Jingles 
1350 Madison Ave., New York 28 
© © ATwater 9-4020 e © e| 
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OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT 
1 Block from Radio City 


Several furnished offices with 
Private bath (on 3d floor) for 
rent. Telephone switchboard and 
Cleaning service is available. 


HOTEL ABBEY, NEW YORK |} 








| questioning of witnesses. 
| subpoenas will be issued if neces- 


| private 


| toward 
not taken seriously by those who 
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Defer Hearings 


Continued from page 27 








have been absent recently: Miss 
Frieda Hennock, who was resting 
last week in Florida to cure a virus 
infection, and George Sterling, 
who is in Mexico City attending 
the Internationa! High-Frequency 
Broadcasting Conference. 

Cottone will represent the Com- 
mission at the legal table for the 
Richards hearings and will direct 
He said 


sary but he expected that members 
of the Radio News Club of L. A., 
which filed the complaint charging 
G. A. Richards with requiring em- 
ployees to slant news to reflect his 
views, will not require 
service. 

Whether Richards will appear at 


| the hearings was in doubt. An affi- 


davit filed with the Commission 
last Semptember stated he has had 
a heart condition for some time 
and that his illness has prompted 
“impulsive” actions on_ his 
his employees which are 


know him. 


The West Coast phase of the 


| hearings, which will concern op- 


erations of KMPC in L. A., are ex- 
pected to occupy about two weeks. 
Later, the proceedings will move 
eastward to inquire into activities 
of Richards stations in Detroit 


(WJR) and Cleveland (WGAR). All | 


are 50-kilowatters. 


part | 


CBS’ McCarthy To Head 
Cathelic AM-TV Appeal 


Eugene J. McCarthy, of CBS, has 
been named chairman of the radio- 
television division of the Cardinal's 


Committee of the Laity in the 
Catholic Charities 30th Annual Ap- 
peal. The broadcasting industry's 
1949 goal is $50,000. 

McCarthy succeeds Arthur Hull 
Hayes, who has become general 
manager of KQW, CBS outlet in 
San Francisco. New members of 
the committee are James Sauter. 
of Air Features; William R. White. 
ABC; Adam Young, Jr... and Tom 
Malone, both of Adam Young Jr. 
company; Fortune Pope, WHOM: 
'Bud Barry, ABC; Walter Murphy, 
Columbia Records; John McNeil, 
WNJR; Bart McHugh and John 
Dugan, both of MCA, and Frank 
Burke, of Radio Daily. 

James V. McConnell, of NBC, is 
vice-chairman. Other members of 
the committee, who have served in 
previous years, include many radio 
and agency.execs. 





TOM VAN DYCKE’S TREK 
Paris, Feb. 15. 
Tom Van Dycke, who recently 
spieled for NBC in Tel Aviv, is 
going to ‘make the run from Po- 
land to Turkey” in the near future 
to shoot newsreel material for 
|WPIX, N. Y. 
He previously handled a similar 
filming chore for the same video 
outlet while in Israel. 


Book Pubs Flock to Local Stations 
As Tests Show Good Direct Returns 


In the present competitive mar- 
ket, many local stations are dig- 
ging for business in new fields, 
and as a result there is now a boom 
in book sponsors on the air. 

Most radio rales managers don’t 
like book business, because pub- 
lishers resort to high-pressure sell- 
ing and expect direct results. It’s 
not like soap, cigarets and cereals, 
where the impact of a particular 
station can’t be measured easily. 
Some of the booksellers have box 
numbers keyed to every spot aired, 
so they can determine the response 
to each commercial. 

Nevertheless, even though ra- 
dio’s effectiveness is being talked 
down in some quarters, AM sta- 
tions are producing direct returns 
for book vendors. Doubleday has 
| just bought the daytime “Answer 
Man” cross-the-board on WOR, 
N. Y., after testing the show two 
times a week. William Wise has 
eight quarter-hours for its sewing 
encyclopedias on WOR and across- 
the-board airer on the ABC net- 
work. The Radio Art Club, which 
is peddling painting reproductions, 
is also finding success with a five- 
times-weekly strip on WOR. The 
Unicorn Press started sponsoring 


“Our Curious World” on WJZ last 
Sunday (13). 

Generally speaking, heavily 
plugged mail order selling on the 
air quickly exhausts the market. 


However, stations carrying cam- 
paigns for the publishers report 
that returns are holding up. And 


while mail order buying is gener- 
ally regarded as a rural habit, 
healthy responses from big cities 
are noted. 





Chi AFRA Wins $1,375 
Claim for Announcer 

Chicago, Feb. 15. 
American Federation of Radio 
Artists won a $1,375 settlement for 
member Rush Hughes against 
Olian ad agency, although the 
three-man arbitration board ruled 
the agency acted “in good faith” 
in dropping Hughes as announcer 

of pro football games last fall. 
Dispute arose after airing of 
second league game, when Olian 
claimed Hughes could not announce 
“in acceptable fashion.” Chi AFRA 
demanded payment for remaining 
11 games. Arbitrators ruled tele- 


gram to Hughes constituted a con- 
tract. 











| Smail Advtrs. 
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follow up with calls. 


'merman’s orch. 
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outlets are finding the cooperative 
radio program a good medium to 
move their stocks. The increase 
is in keeping, too, with a marked 


tendency of these retailers to in- | 


crease their use of display space 
in their local newspapers. 

“This trend,” he continued, “will 
bé on the upsurge until Congress 
definitely sets its tax structure for 
the year. Then I’m _ convinced 
we'll see a big spurt in national 


| advertising spending, plus more co- 


op advertising, with all redio bene- 
fitting materially. The retailer 


and the merchandiser, as well as | 


the manufacturer, must move his 


| stock. And with this buyers’ mar- | 
ket now at hand he must use every | 


medium at his disposal.” 

Hauser cited the 
Hirsch (Chi) clothing store, which 
took a two-week test on “John Nes- 
bitt’s Passing Parade.” An an- 
nouncement of a “radio special” 
on one broadcast resulted in sale 
of 750 dresses and the store inked 
a long-term contract for the show. 

The net’s co-op department is 
also working with the help of in- 
dustry associations. The trade 
groups send out letters to their 
members and then local stations 
MBS has re- 
ceived support from associations in 
the restaurant, hotel, auto, appli- 


ance, department store and public 


utilities fields. , 

American Broadcasting Co. is 
also doing a good co-op _ busi- 
ness, with dollar volume as high as 
it has even been. The net has 15 
co-op programs with Baukhage, 
Martin Agronsky, “Town Meeting 
of the Air,” “Breakfast in Holly- 
wood” and “Headline Edition” 
pulling the strongest. 





Shampoo Show Gets 
Trim in Coast Switch’ 


Conti Shampoo’s “Yours For a 


Song” will be given-a trim when 
‘the MBS airer moves to the Coast 


March 4. Longhair music will be 


/deemphasized and more pop sing- | 
‘ers and tunes will be used. 


case of the 








and then, 


Although 
air’ is the 
sold by W 





turer or his agency brings 


and then, advertising. 





Sheilah Graham, syndicated film 


columnist, will interview Holly- 
wood celebs, with Jane Wyman her 
first guest. Betty Rhodes will be 
featured singer with Harry Zim- 
Big name male 
vocalists will be musical guests, 
with Gordon McRae on the first 
Coast origination. Walter Lurie, 


‘MBS director of talent develop- 
‘ment, will go to Hollywood for the | 
teeoff. 





Charleston TV Bid 
Washington, Feb. 15. 
Application was filed with the 
FCC yesterday (Mon.) by Joe L. 


Smith, Jr., to build a televiston sta- | 


tion in Charleston, W. Va. Two 
other applications are pending for 
Charleston which has four chan- 
nels available under the proposed 


allocations. é , 
Smith owns standard stations in 


Charleston, Wheeling and Beckley, 
W. Va. 


| in many, many ways. 


j 





dom the first thing dis- 


cussed when a manufac- 


lem to The Nation’s Station. Rather, the 
talk is apt to be about distribution, prod- 


uct, package, display, selling appeal... 


For at WLW it is accepted that adver- 
ising can be truly effective only when 
other factors are right. And with service 
facilities found at no other radio station, 


plus manpower and know-how to do the 


| Many success stories have been written 





“time on. the parts of all 


main product 
LW, it is sel- 


a selling prob- 


ing ground. 





these varied sections, just as 


America is made up of the sections as a 
whole. WLW-land is neither industrial 
nor agricultural. It is both. WLW-land is 
neither rich nor poor. It is a combination, 
The folks who live here typify the peo- 


ple of the entire land. It is an ideal prov- 


When you know what will 


work here, you can be pretty sure it will 


work elsewhere in America. 


job, WLW is often in a position to help 


140 West 9th St. 


Cincinnati 2, 


So, if you have a selling problem, why 
not talk it over? Simply contact any of 
these WLW Sales Offices: 


630 Fifth Avenue 
Ohio New York 20, N.Y. 


360 N. Michigan 6381 Hollywood Blvd. 


at WLW by manufacturers both large and 


| gmall. And these manufacturers have not 


learned lessons 


| throughout the country. 
WLW -land is not north 


| 





only sold goods in WLW-land; they have 


invaluable for use 


not east nor middle west. It is made up of 


Chicago 1, Ill. 


Hollywood 28, Calif. 





THE NATION'S MOST MERCHANDISE-ABLE STATION 
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including Lee Berg, chairman; Max 
Wilk, Mrs. Ruth Friedlich, Oliver 


Nicoll, Max Ehrlich, George Lef- 
ferts and Larry Marks. The League 
council has been asked to accept 
Berg, Wilk, Mrs. Friedlich and 
Nicoll as temporary representa- 
tives. 

The executive committee is 
to name a membership committee 
and set up craft discussions, It will 
also consider the draft of a con- 
stitution, patterned after those of 
the other affiliates, which will then 
be submitted to the League coun- 
cil and finally to its own member- 
ship. For the present, all actions of 
the TWG executive committee are 
subject to approval by the League’s 
television committee, chairmaned 
by Rex Stout. 

An organization meeting of the | 
Coast end of TWG is to be held | 
as soon as possible in Hollywood, 
probably in two or three weeks. 
Meanwhile, efforts are being made 
to iron out differences between the | 
League and the SWG on the ques- 
tion of video jurisdiction. Such a 
settlement was tried last week dur- 
ing the visit of George Seaton, 
SWG president in New York, on 
his way to Germany. 

Seaton was to have attended last 
Wednesday’s (9) League council 
meeting, but was detained in 
Washington. In his absence, the | 
council voted to admit the TWG 
to membership and adopted a res- 
olution covering tele jurisdiction. | 














M-G-M— 


"On an Island with You" 
THE CAMEL SHOW 
Every Friday Nite, 8:30 E.S.T. 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
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League 








Because of its wide autonomous 


' powers, SWG has no voice in the 


admission of new affiliates, but its 
executive board last Friday (11) 
turned down the League’s pro- 
posed jurisdictional setup. 
TWG’s Full Jurisdiction 
Under 
television 


negotiations for contracts covering 
live video would be handled by the 
eastern end, with representatives 
of the radio writers comprising a 
majority of the committee and the 
other guilds also having spokes- 
men. Similarly, contracts for 
filmed TV would be handled by the 
Coast end of TWG, with screen 
writers comprising a majority of 
the committee and the other guilds 
represented. 

Although League heads in New 
York admittedly don’t entirely un- 
derstand the SWG objections to 


ithe plan, they believe the scenar- 


ists’ group seeks permanent juris- 


| diction over filmed tele, and would 


give TWG authority over only the 


live version. SWG leaders want to | 
| begin negotiations 
several Hollywood studios now pro- | 


quickly with 
ducing video films, some of which 
they have already discovered are 
being exhibited in regular picture 
theatres. 

On the other hand, while con- 
ceding SWG’s primary interest in 
filmed TV, the League attitude is 
that TWG, representing the entire 


| League, with its guilds and mem- 


bers in all writing fields, including 
the SWG, would have more pres- 


tige and authority in negotiations. | 


(League heads also believe, in- 
cidentally, that SWG would have 
more weight in screen negotiations 
with the major studios if they in- 
cluded League representatives in 
their bargaining sessions). 

In essence, it’s figured the SWG 
position is based primarily on the 
matter of autonomy. The scenarist 
group has considerably more au- 


'tonomy than the other guilds (in 


fact, it is not strictly an affiliate 
of the League, but has more power 
under its constitution and greater 
independence of League policy). 


the League’s plan, all | 
jurisdiction would be | 
held by the TWG. However, actual | 


Hunks of Radio History 


Way back in 1938 Ed East 
pulled a surefire day-after- 
Thanksigiving tearjerker. On 
his program he had a busboy 
who was fired on Thanksgiv- 
ing Day before he got his din- 
ner. He-sang “Irish Eyes Are 
Smiling” and he said if he won 
the $25 prize he would buy his 
little sister an overcoat! 

NBC inaugurates first short- 
wave commercial radio inter- 
nationally. United Fruit Co. 
was first account. Program 
consisted of musical palaver in 
Spanish; that was in 1939. 


—Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Wash. Post 


Continued from page 28 jaa 



































since no change of ownership is 
involved but had refused an AVCO 
waiver on WINX. In its ruling 
| last week, it granted the Post re- 
quest to take over WTOP under 
the conditions offered. , Since the 

KQW transaction hinged on 
| WTOP, the action freed CBS to 
| pay the Bruntons for the remain- 

ing 55% in KQW and assume 
| operation. 

New control of WTOP and KQW 
resulted in personnel changes. 
|John S. Hayes moved over from 
WINX to manage WTOP, relieving 
Earl H. Gammons, who has been 
'running the latter station in addi- 
tion to his regular duties as Wash- 
‘ington CBS veepee. 

Arthur Hull Hayes, former gen- 
' eral manager of WCBS, N. Y., was 
made CBS Coast veepee when 
KQW was purchased, but he has 
been unable to take over actual 
management until now. 


Acquisition of KQW had its be- 
|ginnings in 1936 when CBS at- 
tempted to purchase KSFO, San 
Francisco. The web, determined 
on an outlet in the area, later be- 
,/gan negotiations to purchase a 
minority interest in KQW, then 
sold control in WTOP in order to 
acquire the whole of KQW. 











' FCC Perpetuates 
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tified that network programs would 
only be allowed to replace record- 
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1619 Broadway, New York 





CURRENTLY 


CAPITOL, New York 


The Sweetest Singing Group to 
Hit Showbusiness in Many a Year 


Personal Management: JIMMY RICH 
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PEEP 








Circle 5-5976 


ings and entertainment inferior to 
network talent. 
inite’ could be required?” the peti- 
tion asked. “It would have been 
meaningless to attempt to specify 
programs of an undetermined net- 
work.” 

Deep South also attacked the 


“What more ‘def- | 





From the Production Centers 


——aa Continued from page 28 

















week over ABC....WBBM sport director John Harrington emceeq at 
Elgin, Ill, benefit....Chi Mutual hosted high brass last week jn 
Edgar Kobak, Earl Johnson, Abe Schechter and Dick Puff .+..New 
WLS announcer is Bill Bailey, formerly of WOWO, Fort Wayne 
Fred Reynolds and Two Ton Baker of WGN guested at Chi University 
Club....Hostess Eleanor Engle of WBBM’s “Music Please” now in mik. 
linery biz....Jim Ameche new dweller in Oak Park, IIl....Duke of 
Paducah guested on WLS barn dance....WLS sales manager Chick 
Freeman back from Gotham biz....A. Abbott Rosen, formerly with 
U. S. Justice Dept., will guest over WIND during Brotherhood Week 
| ....WGN’s Holland Engle and LeRoy Olliger starting new music. 
| comedy show Feb. 21....Darlene Weber, WIND trafficker, to Coast 
| for visit with sister June, ex-WIND....WLS newsman Erv Lewis back 
from Washington trip....KTLA disk jockey Al Jarvis in from Logs 
| Angeles for confab with WIND’s Ralph Atlass....Arnold Carlson 
MBS exec, on mend from operation....WBBM announcer Dick Slade 
to Kansas City for vacation....WMAQ newscaster Jim Hurlbut re. 
| ceived triple honors: Chi Marine Reserve of Year and honorary mem. 
bership in Patrolmen’s Club and Police Sergeant’s Assn....WIND to 
air Indiana high school basketball playoffs....Gene Wilkey and Sig 
Michelson at WBBM from Minneapolis on biz....WLS staff setting 
aside hour monthly to discuss agriculture and current trends. 


TV for San Anton’ | BUD ABBOTT INTO TV. 
San Antonio, Feb. | BUT ONLY AS PRODUCER 


Television may be a reality here 
Hollywood, Feb. 15, 


by fall. Hugh Halff, prez of 
Southland Industries, Inc., has an- Bud Abbott has set up a deal 
with Harrison Productions, tele 


nounced that construction on the 
|base of a 560-foot antenna and | fil ; 
|tower, which will be the tallest | m-makers to produce a series of 
| structure in the city, will start this | comedy shorts, both straight and 
| week. ; | musical. They’ll be bannered Ab- 

Steel for the giant tower has | bott Productions and will be shot 
been promised by May or June, he|in both 16m and 35m. 
stated. The tower will be adjacent! Appbott won't a a 

} | ppear in the films 

to the WOAI downtown studios. A | because he’s prevented from doing 
$100,000 permit has been issued by |so by his U-I contract. Pix will 
ithe city building inspector for the /run 10 minutes each, according to 
onstruction, clang omnes | Bresent plans.” Deals are on with 
prt i prese various comics to appear in them. 


NAME TELE ACADEMY 
COMMITTEE HEADS 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 

Academy of Television Arts and 
Sciences prexy Harry Lubcke has 
announced committee chairman to 
serve this year. List includes 
Glenn E. Wallichs who has been 
set in as Hollywood Committee 
Chairman. Hollywood Committee | 
| was formed by Lubcke for the pur- | 
pose of emphasizing Hollywood 
| throughout 1949 as the video capi- 


be | . ae 
ODERNE 
tal of the world. Ma p : - IN 


Ace Garner has been ommittee; on LO Ctealons 
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I new FASHIONS IN 
HAIR GLAMOUR 


Send today for our FREE brechure 
en the latest in glamorous hair 
pieces. No obligation. 

Styles to fit your personality, 
to give you that extra touch thot 
lifts you above the crowd! 


ke 
















|to head the program committee; 
|Mal Boyd, public relations; Don) 
| Snyder, vice-chairman, public rela- | 
| tions; Hal Roach, Jr., finance; Brad | 
| Atwood, membership; C. Frederick | 
Wolcott, technical; Martha Gaston, 


BELLEVUE COURT BLDG 
Dept. VA 


PHILA 2 PA 











“Thoroughly entertaining , . . highly 
diverting . .. refreshing ... huge 
fun . . . solid entertainment.’’ 







preference of Noe over Ewing on/| awards; Marvin Saltzman, talent; 
the ground a grant to the former | Harry Witt, station operations; Dr. 
would be in the interest of better | Norwood Simmons, film: Adele Ull- | 
diversification of the media of in- | man, education: Michael E. Kuh, 


Allen Rich, Valley Times 
North Hollywood, Cal. 











formation. 
Ewing station in  Shrevepert 
(KWKH) is 280 miles from New| 
Orleans and that there would be | 
no overlap between the stations. | 
It pointed out that 50kw stations | 
owned by the same network are) 
often closer and that the Commis- | 
sion has licensed other operations | 
in closely related areas. | 
The petition was filed by Wil-| 
liam C. Fitts of the New York firm | 
of Fly, Fitts & Shuebruk, counsel. | 
Former FCC Chairman James L. | 
Fly is a member of the firm. | 
| 


“What’s Lust?’ 


us CONtinued from page 27 
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| 
a committee hearing last week. A. 
turther hearing is scheduled for to- 
day (15). The bill, proposed by | 
Senator Brown at the request of a. 
religious group, would amend exist- | 
ing statutes relating to obscene | 
language, writings and films. 

The Milwaukee Journal, which. 
owns WTM4J and its FM and TV ad- | 
juncts, ran an editorial blast at the | 
Brown Bill. “What would be left 
for the Wisconsin radio listener but | 
music?” the editorial asked. “Even 
the soap operas might be out, de-| 
pending how wide a definition was | 
placed on the word ‘lust.’ The bill 
attempts to run around the consti- 
tutional guarantees of freedom of 
speech by exempting news broad- 
casts. But the dodge would surely 
be clear to any court. In the case 
of radio, even those police powers 
that may be exercised are pre- 
empted by the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission.” 





New Bedford — Gerald (Jerry) 
Staten, formerly publicity and pro- 
motion manager for WTAD, Quincy, 
Ill., has joined staff of WNBH, New 











Bedford, Mass., as national sales | 


Deep South said the | research: Miles Bohm Auer, annual 







dinner; Syd Cassyd, annual sem- | 


V] 
inar; and John Whitehead, pub-| YOU TICK?* 


litations. For Ivory Flakes 
| CBS, Mon. thru Fri. 
Denver — A second annual soil | 2:45-3 P.M. 
conservation contest for Colorado 
will get under way this week under With JOHN K. M. McCAFFERY 
the joint sponsorship of KLZ and) Written and Directed by 
the Denver Post. Five $500 cash ADDISON SMITH 
prizes.will be awarded. | 
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STEINMAN STATIONS 
Clair R. McCollough, Managing Director 
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CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 








urgh—Bill Babcock has left 

aon in Braddock to join WJAS 
announcing staff. He takes over 
spot left vacant by Henry De- 
Becco’s departure for army. Bab- 
cock at one time was with KDKA 
_ , Johnny Kirby and Florence 


up for engagement at Wil- 
an Penn hotel’s Terrace Room 
peginning March 11... Russell E. 
Offhaus, of Boston, has been added 
to WPIT staff as its No. 1 disk 
jockey. He’ll spin platters daily in 
the morning from 10 to noon and 
in the afternoon from 3 to5... 
Kay Balfe, who recently quit 
WPGH to go with WESA in Char- 
Jeroi as a salesman, has just been 
appointed program director of lat- 
ter station. He was a vet announcer 
at WWSW in that outfit’s early 


days. 





Minneapolis — Giveaway for 
benefit of the March of Dimes net- 
ted that organization some $150,- 
000 in entry fees for contest to 
select new Minnesota Centennial 


Adams, WCCO newscaster. Pre - 





contest estimates of receipts at $1 
per entry ranged up to $100,000. 
Business and industry donated 
some $20,000 in prizes to be award- 
ed the winner, to be selected this 
week. 





Fort Worth— The Texas State 


Network has announced that it will | 


originate a regular weekly broad- 
cast over its 17 outlets 
next Sunday (20) to be called ‘“‘The 
Texas Forum of the Air.” Texas 
Texas senators and congressmen in 











“Is there a heart that music cannot 
melt?” James Beattie, the Scottish poet, 
asked the question some 200 years ago. 
It was purely rhetorical, of course. He 
knew, as smart advertisers have since 
learned, that music melts all hearts... 
aad lots of sales resistance, too. Ask the 
advertisers who use WOXR... the sta- 
tion that’s all music and such good music 
that more than half a million New York 
families can’t tear their ears away from 
it. They're choice families. ..the choicest 
in this choicest of all markets. They 
love good things as they love good 
music... and can afford to buy them, 
too. If you've got something you'd like 
melted into the pure gold of profit... 
call Clrcle 5.5566. 


AND WQXR-FM 
RADIO STATIONS OF THE NEW YORK TIMES 


Berg, local radio singing stars, will | 


slogan. Stunt was aired by Cedric | 


starting | 


| Washington will participate in the 
airings. Speaker Sam Rayburn, 
| Sens. Tom Connaly and Lyndon 
Johnson and Rep. Wright Patman 
— take part in the first broad- 
cast. 





San Antonio—Charles Lutz, man- 
ager of KYFM, has announced that 
arrangements have been completed 
here with Trinity University for 
the origination of some four hours 
of programs per week from a spe- 
cial studio at the campus. In addi- 
tion the regular weekly chapel 
services held in the Trinity Uni- 
versity auditorium would also be 
aired each Tuesday morning. 

Baltimore — Harold C. Burke, 
vice-president and general mana- 
ger of WBAL, has announced the 
appointment of Leslie H. Peard, 
Jr., as assistant to the manager, 
cued to the increasing complexities 
in station operation and the addi- 
tion of television “which require 
the services of an executive as- 
sistant.” 





Houston—Gene Lewis, member 
of the KTHT announcing staff for 
the past two years has been pro- 
moted to the post of program di- 
rector. Chuck Hancock formerly 
with KXYZ as an announcer joins 
the KTHT staff in a similar ca- 
pacity. 





Detroit—Harry R. Lipson has 
joined sales staff of WJBK and 
WJBK-TV. He brings 23 years’ ex- 
perience in the fields of advertis- 


ing, public relations and radio 
within the metropolitan Detroit 
area. 


| Chicago — Chi South Central 
| Assn. presented first radio award 
| to WMAQ for “Destination Free- 

dom,” which dramatizes role of 
| Negroes in World history. Assn. 


| promotes racial cooperation. 








Dallas—Wed Howard, announcer , 


on the staff of WFAA, has resigned 
to join the staff of KMOX, St. 
Louis, in a similar capacity. 





| San Antonio — The Air Force 
|Band of the West, stationed at 
Lackland Air Force Base, has in- 
augurated a half-hour program of 
concert music over WOAIT as a pub- 
lic service feature. The 54-piece 
band is under direction of Chief 
Warrant Officer Samuel Kurtz and 
will be heard each Saturday. 





Cleveland— Van Patrick left 
WGAR sports post to take similar 
job with WJR. All WGAR sports 
now handled by Bob Neal. 





Louisville—Robert Elverman, of 
| WAVE-TV continuity department, 
has been appointed promotion di- 
| rector of WAVE. Eugene W. Leake, 
former promotion director, is now 
WAVE-TV art director. 





| Houston—A new series of quar- 
|ter-hour programs has made its 
debut over a special state-wide 
' network under the sponsorship of 
|the Humble Oil & Refining Co., 
'which heretofore have specialized 
|in sports. Programs are titled 
“Stop for Music” and are aired 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 








| Charlotte’s WBT on Air 
| Despite Talk Breakdown 





Charlotte, Feb. 15. 
air on schedule despite a_last- 
minute breakdown of negotiations 
between the Jefferson Standard 
| Broadcasting Co. and the station’s 
‘engineers. Police were on guard 
| when the 50,000-watt station’s con- 
\ tract with the International Broth- 
/erhood of Electrical Workers ex- 
|pired at midnight Feb. 4. 
| Talks between the 14 engineers 
affected and the management con- 
'tinued for an hour and a half after 
/the contract ran out before break- 
ing up without agreement. The 
transmitter and studio engineers 
had scheduled a strike at midnight. 
A spokesman for the AFL union 
said the engineers would stay on 
their jobs while further attempts 
are made to reach agreement on 
a new contract. The major dispute, 
he said, centered around working 
conditions. 

WBT, a basic outlet of CBS, goes 
‘off the air at midnight on week 
‘nights so operations were not af- 
fected when the contract expired. 
The station signed back on as usual 


| 
| 
| 
} 





WBT, Charlotte, returned to the 


at 5 a.m. Feb. 5 with regular en-| 


) gineers on duty. . 








Why, Daddy? 


No, I don’t wanna know about the facts of life, Daddy. I've 
known that stuff for years. What I wanna know about is this 
“ARCHIE ANDREWS” show on NBC. 


Now Carl Jampel, one of the top situation men in the country, 
and the only writer to do a comedy show single-handed, has been 
coming up with 100-laugh scripts week after week for nearly four 
years. 


And the director, Ken MacGregor, was directing top comedy 
shows a week after Marconi invented the wireless. It would take 
you an hour to list all of Ken’s credits. 


And Bobby Hastings, who plays Archie, not only wrings a laugh 
from every line, but he sings too and good! 


And Alice Yourman, who plays Mom, is considered the East 
Coast Irene Dunne for both comedy and warm loving mothers, not 
to mention her terrific flexibility. ’ 


And Art Kohl, who plays Dad, brings 28 years of stage and 
radio work to the part racks up 40 or 50 laughs a show all by himself. 


And Gloria Mann, who is Archie’s girl friend, Veronica, can give 
Archie a nervous breakdown just by showing him her big beautiful 
dimples. 


And Rosemary Rice, who plays Betty, has a lead almost every 
week on shows like “Cavalcade” or “Theatre Guild,” not to mention 
her 8 Broadway plays. 


And George Wright, one of the top organists in the business 
can make that Hammond sit up and talk! 


But Daddy, here’s the important thing! Because of 
those people that little Saturday morning show has a time- 
rating—and get this, Daddy—of 6.2 and a program rating 
of 6.8 which means—and get this, too, Daddy—it is consist- 
ently higher-rated than 30 night-time shows, 45 daytime 
shows, 8 Sunday shows and 11 Saturday daytime shows, 
and I’m talking about the big-time commercial shows only!! 
There isn’t a sustainer that comes near it! 


And if that doesn’t bowl you over, Daddy, remember 
that this little show gets 2,000 ticket requests a week, is 
being offered at a ridiculously low price, and has a sensa- 
tional promotion tie-up with Archie Comics Magazine 
which the World Almanac has just rated the Number One 
Comic book in the country! 


So, what I can’t figure out nohow is why is Archie 
Andrews sustaining! Huh? Why, Daddy? 


Ee ewww ww “se ee eee 
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Rackmil to London 


On Breach With British Decca 


Milton R. Rachmil, executive + 


veepee of Decca Records, clippered 
to London Monday (14) for a 
couple weeks of powwows with 
E. R. (Ted) Lewis, head of British 
Decea. Discussions undoubtedly 
will concern the arrangement be- 
tween the two Decca companies 
which calls for British Decca to 
press and market in England the 
U. S. output of Decca here, and for 
the latter to market in this coun- 
try all of British Decca’s material, 
most classical, since the London 
label is the U. S. outlet of Lewis’s 
pop stuff. 

The two firms, which formerly 
were interlocked financially and 
management - wise, are ‘unhappy 
with the vice-versa deal. Jack 
Kapp. U. S. Decca prez, has long 
felt that Lewis has not extended 
his operation in behalf of. U. S. 
artists. And Lewis has felt that 
Kapp’s Decea has not fully ex- 
ploited and taken advantage of 
the classical material available to | 
it. They would like to break up| 


the arrangement—and at the same | 


time they would not. British Decca | 
distributes U. S. Decca material in 
South Africa, Australia, etc., as 
well as in England, and it wouldn’t 
care to lose that angle, particu- 
larly since Bing Crosby is involved. 
Kapp hasn’t been anxious to drop | 
his hold on the classical material, 
though he hasn’t made much use | 
of it to the present. | 

Rachmil’s confabs with Lewis, 
however, may well be to break up 
the alliance. In this event, Kapp 


deal since England does not allow 
pressings to be imported (only 
masters from which pressings are 
made), and it will not allot already 
short materials for the building of 
factories for foreigners. 

It was indicated some weeks ago, | 
when Kapp hired Wally Moody to 
look after his interests in England, 
that the affiliation with British 
Decca might be broken. 


RCA Teams Spread 
Gospel of the 45 


Philadelphia, Feb. 15. 





for Huddles 





Best British Sheet Sellers 


me 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By Bernie Woods 


Ray Noble “Down by the Sta-| “Hands” side he proves that he’s 





Tops of the Tops 
Retail Disk Seller 

“A Little Bird Told Me” 

Retail Sheet Music Seller 

“Far Away Places” 

“Most Requested” Disk 

“Powder Face With Sunshine” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“A Little Bird Told Me” 





— 
eam, | 

















(Week ending Feb. 10) 
London, Feb. 11. 
Slow Boat to China... . Morris 
Buttons and Bows.... Victoria 
When You're in Love Wood 
My Happiness Chappell 
Cuckoo Waltz. ..Keith-Prowse 
Cuanto le Custa Southern 
Maharajah Magador. .Chappell 


Dream of Olwen......Wright 
Little Bird Told Me..... Gay 
Anything I Dream... Reid 
Little Girl Connelly 
Second 12 
Ah But It Happens.. Maurice 
a ore Connelly 
You'll Be There..... Victoria 
Caol Water: ..... Feldman 
Subla Bay.:...... Box & Cox 
Cigareets & Whusky. .Chappell 
EE. cate iis 0%. ened Kassner 
Sabre Dance...........Leeds 
Perhaps osoeee BOULHErNn 
Ld ee Cera ae Feldman 
ig eee Connelly 
Faraway Places........ Leeds 








Wash. State Eateries 
Would Use Hotel Sked 
Rather Than ASCAP Plan 


Seattle, Feb. 15. 
The Washington State Restau- 
rant Assn. here, which also repre- 


sents taverns and cafes, has offered | 


would have to make another local | to okay a schedule of rates for the 


use of American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and _ Publishers 


itunes, using ASCAP’s “hotel sched- 


ule” rather than the rate schedule 


that the Society had offered the! 


restaurant group. 

John T. Dalton, counsel for the 
association, in a letter to attorney 
Louis Stone of ASCAP, said that 
the rate schedule offered was un- 
_fair and did not, in the words of 
the consent decree, apply alike “to 
all business similarly situated.” 
“We are of the opinion,’ wrote 
Dalton, “that the most equitable 
rate schedule as applied to ‘busi- 
|messes similarly situated’ in the 
State of Washington and offered 
by yourself, is the schedule which 
you have referred to as a ‘hotel 
| schedule.’ ” 
| The “hotel schedule” sets rates 


RCA-Victor will begin demon-| ranging from $60 per year for an 
strating its new 45 rpm recordings annual expenditure of less than 
and changers to dealers and dis-; $3,000 for entertainment, up to 
tributors next week. Teams of men | $3,000 for an expenditure of more 
who will do the demonstrating will than $200.000—an average rate of 
head into all sections of the coun-| about 134%. 
try, concentrating mostly on dis-! --——-——~ 








Best British Seller tion’-“Just Reminiscing” (Colum- | got talent. It’s an excellent recorg. m: 

“On Slow Boat to China” bia). Noble does the “Station”|ing of a tune that seems to he €0 
tune in double-time and leaves lit-| moving. A rhythm delivery, with 
: .|fine background, includi ~ 
tle, overall, to recognize of the or- | * Mpa op ee iy NZ occa- of 
es iginal melody of the rhythm novel- | pane loch pee ae ~ tempo, it’s a bu 
ignature CES ty. It’s different than rival disk- | FS nes “~s Sans Weenie handover por 
ings, no doubt, ‘but it’s unlikely | going in his. nitery rountine = a 





that jocks or jukes will find much | some time. It’s a good ballad piece 


e ° . 
| use for it. It’s poor from any an- | that presents a jock with . Cl 
be Pop Disks gle. Noblemen do the vocal, what | jing opportunities. 8ood pac- th 
th 


there is of one. Reverse is smartly| Frankie Carle “Cruising Down 


. , , done in comparison. Ballad tune | The River’-“Mississippi Flyer” to 

Signature Records sd debuting a seems good, but the treatment | (Columbia). Record companies to 
| 35c¢ label Friday (18). New disk 1S | couid have been better and Ken nowadays don’t often attempt to in 
to be called Hi-Tone and it is be-| Carson's vocal. is slipshod. buck a hit. If a disk clicks, ali ve 
|ing aimed principally for depart-| “poy and Jeanne “Careless Other versions usually follow the Ww 
ment store, chain store and juke-| yangs”-“Don't Gamble with Ro-| Same arranging line. Columbiahad }  ¢h 
_box consumption. It will concen- | ance” (Decca). Decca may have | "umerous opportunities to create iv 
'trate mostly on hit song material, | unexpectedly come up with a pair- | something different with “Cruis. co 


ing” through Carle. But this disk- 
ing is the same as all the others 


| using recognized but not outstand-| jing and hit recording similar to 
|ing names from the vocalist field.| Jon and Sondra Steele’s “My Hap- 





Eugenie Baird, Frances Wayne, | iness” of last ear. Duo (Bob | &xcept it uses the verse. Carle’s at 
| Larry Douglas and performers of | nell and p sth tens Tighe) pop a| pene * a a anne peg for a ur 
| that strata will be used on the version of the potentialities of| }iefy. Otherwise ns dick 1 = nee 
|disks. They are being paid flat “Careless” that grows on a listener. | Marjorie Hughes vocals clear at * 
sums for recording and no roy-| It’s simply dueting with an organ, | with chorus Backing is an carabl i 
| alties will be involved. |steel guitar and rhythm back-' rhythm piece that Carle does nd ig 
| Signature’s move is the third) ground. Good jock and juke stuff. | nicely, again with Miss Hughes poe by 
‘into the low-priced record field | They slap the same treatment, in| chorus. oie 


|within a year. Eli Oberstein’s| waltz tempo, to the reverse, a 


\ Jack Fulton ‘“Sunflower’-“Tell di: 
| Varsity label was the first into it, | likely new tune. 1 


Me The Truth” (Tower). Fulton’s 





| starting last June. Selling only to| Charlie Ventura “Lullaby In | version of “Sunflower” has ’em all cr 
| department and chain stores, the | Rhythm”-“Birdland” (Victor). Ven-| stopped. He does the vocal straight, be 
| Varsity sides have reached unex-/|tura’s first sides for Victor, and) but is boosted along by all the th 
pected sales figures at 44c per disk, | the bop-saxist cut a pair that make hinterland accoutrements that | di 
to the point where Oberstein is| Swell listening. Though his new-| Tower could round up, from a bar- | 00 
| producing around 2,000,000 disks a| style jazz is more commercially ac-' room style pianist on down. It's | th 
| month, some of which are pressed | C¢Ptable than that of most other | cute and good jock and juke stuff | 00 
|at Signature’s factory, the others | PUrveyors, these will not become | in the event the tune begins travel- as 
ab tee adek to Matiden Cons big hits. But they'll ride many | ling faster. There's little in the “~ 
Ob stein’ . 7 th | turntables and please a lot of peo-| reverse, RC 
is Hight lab r inte ft gs gh €\ple. “Lullaby” is a rhythm piece; Andrews Sisters “Underneath , 
| Spotlight label into focus less an | vocalled by Jackie Cain. It doesn’t the Linden Tree”’-Patty Andrews- 
| a month ago. It operates on the | stand up as well as “Birdland,”| Bob Crosby “You Was” (Decca), so 
same premise of hit songs to chain | which is faster and contains excel-| “Tree,” written by the same com- | be 
_ and department stores. Both use| lent trombone, piano and sax solos. | poser to “Toolie'Oolie Doolie,” is } 
| non-name artists. | Jane Harvey “Always True To being widely recorded. It’s a fair let 
Sonora Records some time ago} You In My Fashion”-‘‘So In Love” | tune, which the trio does nicely lu 
| attempted a 35c disk, but was un-|(M-G-M) Miss Harvey’s first sides but rather uninspiringly, backed by me 
successful In fact, Oberstein’s fac- | for M-G-M, and they’re likely hits| Vie Schoen’s_ orchestra. Patti no 
‘tory at Meriden is the former Son-| though each is deficient perform-| Andrews and Bob Crosby give a tio 
ora plant. | ance-wise. On “Always,” Miss Har-| likely-looking melody a _ workout mz 
vey’s rhythm vocal is average, but | on the backing and it stacks up as the 
oe | She's supplied with a Hugo Winter-| something that will be spun often co! 
Marjorie Hughes To |halter background that’s unique by jocks and jukes. The two get pe 


be he ye my ka say the ont cute with the lyric now and then, 
ank of flutes bursts into flight | and it all sounds relaxed. Schoen 

Leave Carle to Do Solo _ between phrases, and the result is | also provides the assist. = 
Marjorie Hughes, daughter of ,socko. On “Love,” Miss Harvey| Rose Murphy “Girls Were Made ars 


maestro Frankie Carle and the vo-| Pours it on and, as is often the;To Take Care of Boys” (Victor). le 
'calist with his band, will leave ¢ase, she’s guilty of over-expres-| Rose Murphy’s style of delivery for 
that outfit within the next month | 2/02. Side is nevertheless a good; needs special tunes to make it de 

|one for jocks and jukes. It, too,| standout. These don’t do much for Spe 


or so to do a single. She has been 
signed by Columbia Records, which 
|records her dad’s band. Her first | 56]; the whole. 
records will be cut within the next | Mel Torme “Careless Hands”-| cept the title line, which could 
couple of weeks and she'll start a|“She’s a Home Girl” (Capitol).| catch on. Little here for jocks and 
single about the time they’re re-| Also a newcomer to the Capitol | jukes. 

leased. label, Mel Torme shows in a dif-| Johnny Desmond “Peggy Dear” D 


| gets the benefit of a beguine ac- | her. “Girls” only gets in the way 
‘comp from Winterhalter that helps | of her rhythm-making, and “Busy 
/Line” isn’t much of anything ex- (; 


_ Columbia, incidentally, also ferent light than on Musicraft. He -‘While the Angelus Was Ringing” 
| Signed Bob Crosby to a recording retains what earned him the title (M-G-M). Desmond got a toehold 
pact last week. ‘of “Velvet Fog,” but on the on record reception with his “Tara 





tributors, who will then pass on 
what they have learned to dealers. 
But the teams will directly con- 
tact some of the larger dealers, 
too. 1, 

Moves by the demonstrators, of 


LITTLE BIRD TOLD ME ( 


course, are preparations for Vic- 2. FAR AWAY PLACES (9) (Laurel) ..... 


tor’s debut of the 45’s, due in 
April. The platters will be market- 3 
ed in color—a different hue for : 
each style of music, seven in all. 
John Vassos, industrial designer, 
worked out the colors for each 
category and they were assigned 
on the basis of “the psychological 


4. GALWAY BAY (6) (Leeds) 


5. LAVENDER BLUE (2) (Sa 








PUSSY CAT SONG (4) (Leeds) ............. 





—————/Talara.” This pairing could 


VARIETY 1) B Sell (’ ° M hi Week of Feb. 12 | strengthen it; he does an excellent 
8 hh kins eet est OTS ON VOM-WACHIMNES ----+-----00++08 wich otters a quad ical war bo 


: 'He does even better, however, on grc 
BE) GOOWIEG =. cco csccovccccccsses j Evelyn Knight........... Decca | the reverse, a fine new tune writ- in 
. Paula Watson...... ... Supreme Ji tan from the French “Les Trois cus 
P {Perry Como.........++:. Victor ¢ | Cloches.” Desmond does a chorus tov 
iia lL eR Decca |in French. Tony Mottola ably han- niv 
{ Patti Andrews-B. Crosby. .Decca ¢ | dles the background. ove 
SERSETHSR EET SS UPerry Como..........06. Victor J|, Jo Stafford “Always True to You the 
( Bing Crosby...........+-. Decca ¢ | "My Fashion”-“Just Reminscin low 
Lose eevcccccccccccccsecocens 1A Shel Lend | (Capitol). Miss Stafford smoothly is s 
j = oo ae _ rides “Always,” from “Kiss Me sin 
ee Dinah Shore..... .....Columbi® 2 | Kate,” but after the background 
oo ey ee ee oe : hr ( 
Sammy Baye... .cceseece Vitor /on Jane Harvey’s M-G-M disking, 


{Evelyn Knight...........Decca J | this waxing is a dull affair. It adi 











and aesthetic color connotation of 6. POWDER FACE WITH ‘ 
the type of music represented.” TU MESENE (0) Camieesed ...... +4; Primo Scala....... -++.-London ¢ | eee z aeet pene. 2 = aT 
For, Guample, ruby red for. classi} $ 7. MY DARLING, MY DARLING (12) (Morris) ............ 100+ eed t-te? UE S| eave, teak it’s not up to the others, | elu 
: , , , A f i , . “OUT «et te eeeees umor ss imi ” rt M4 e eve 
ae ae Ae a 8. CRUISING DOWN THE RIVER (1) (Spitzer) .......... eoooe Blue Barron....c.......M-GM utters en 7 ce Bae M7 Bu 
Thich ill i sea eet Ms ates 9. VVE GOT MY LOVE TO KEEP ME WARM (7) (Berlin) ..... Les Brown..... seeee. Columbia a strong candidate for jock 7 the 
cellophane envelopes. Victor has|$ 10. SLOW BOAT TO CHINA (16) (Melrose) .... {Kay Kyser............ Columbia $  jag° Sucrose. 4 gee 
Mepe ene eminent lke tt LEPERG OROEER... 5+. sO S| aed Rap support * including Paul Ka 
asked, C . U Weston’s orchestra. 
oming p Spike Jones “Clink Clink ( 
Ki Le Polka”-“McNamara’s Band” (Vie- 
ing Into P. op Field; RED ROSES FOR BLUE LADY (Mills)....... {Vaughn Monroe ......... Victor $/| tor). Its impossible to come 1? 
Sj D ae See) Se... «o's cals Decca ig a smash every time, or 
. a in Jones’ line of delivery. Neithe 
Igns ewey Bergman MORE BEER (Dreyer) ...................cc00. ppencheesdesceen a Sadia fr ERM 20 0 ~ these has that golden touch, bet e 
eee ee ee ipa el a lg Nee ee . oth are good jock items. “Clin 
A. & R. Division Head ¢ pown AMONG SHELTERING PALMS (Miller) sea ceeerescovees ! gerd Ay Victor 4 | is a cute drinking tune vocalled bY = 
Kine Recunte, ‘Ginsinaets tatie| olson-Mills Bros...... Decca Del Porter, Mel Blanc, I. % at a 
which has more or less confined it- SO TIRED (Glenmore) over ee eee eeeeereeeeses eeeeeeere eee eeeaeee 5 Russ Morgan iene ee oe eee ae Decca | ee ete. 313 McNamara s Harper rec 
self in the past to race, western, | pen ok es Le Capitol joy familiar, is better. , cad it ane 
hillbilly and similar styles, is going IN (Robbins) j Ke Ones €06S AMER SCCOREOOKEEHEC SRC OSS OD Lynn TeTeRT eee oe London | ee cule Seeathilitien tn view of © 
in for a pop classification in a big | IS IT TRUE ABOUT DIXIE (Caesar) ..... eovccccccccceccccesce Al Jolson-Mills Bros...... Decca ' the forthcoming St Patrick’s Day. Whi 
way. Dewey Bergman, arranger, SWEET SUE (Shapiro-Bernstein) ........... oven Jol if 1 | Eddy Ho d oR rvwhere You plet 
for a number of years closely iden- | $° pibibiibee Tso) fs Age oe monatare 2 ge oT Wish Somebody  Cared bus 
tified with Guy Lombardo’s orches- H BRUSH THOSE TEARS (Peter Maurice) eee eer eee eeeeeeeeeeeeees f Evelyn Knight. cee eee Decca nie h t Cc pe hall How- ano 
tra, was signed last week to head | SWEET GEORGIA BROWN (Remick) (Barry Green...........Rainbow ard is perhaps one of ‘the most mut 
the company’s pop division, in c “eeee ereereeseeeeeeeeeoesnes Brother Bones Tempo consist on Visi 
) mn | , ee 4 ently good performers “a 
Oe ae Nee aie’ | i IE ID 2 0d sc eek. nde ache re Eo et MTR PET CCE ETS Decca }/ disks. And with thisepairing he' ane 
| : I . ‘K, seeeeeeereeee Ray Anthony..........Signature got two good new tunes, either ol 
where king will build o1 lease re- t YOU, YOU, YOU ARE THE ONE (Campbell) ..,................ Ames Bros. . Coral which could hit. “Everywhere.” ® | tp 
cording studios, it will be Berg- ‘ eeEoeeee ewes ora ‘ ‘ly solid 
ing + FOOLS RUSH IN (BV©) .............. j beat-ballad, is particularly K 
man’s job to round up a passel of + UP ABOVE eee eres eeeeeresane Billy Eckstine a M-G-M melodically and Howard does an terr 
pop performers of all categories. + Be Ge COD on ccs sccsasesdne SG0Rsteeb ence ob Sister Rosetta Tharpe....Decca excellent vocal job on it, one that two 
He starts immediately on a one- a ee a ee > comes close to Guy Lombardo § vers 
year pact, with options. Sid Nathan p es tndicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.] version (Decca). Band accomp ! UC 


is president..of, King..;.,, .,; 
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Columbia Scores RCA for 45 RPM 
War, Thumps Chest in Defiance 


Capitol and Columbia Records+ 


varying statements last week 
nied the former's siding 
with RCA-Victor in the marketing 
of 45 rpm recordings and the re- 
puff of Columbia’s 33’3 rpm Mi- 
crogroove Long Playing disks. At 
a press conference last W ednesday 
(9) afternoon, Edward Wallerstein, 
CRC board chairman, flatly stated 
that Capitol had never inspected 
the Columbia development prior 
to announcing its alliance with Vie- 
tor. Cap, in a statement explain- 
ing its 45 rpm move to dealers, re- 
vealed: “We have been fortified 
with complete information from 
the other companies . exhaust- 
jive tests have brought us to these 
conclusions.” 

That one remark, plus a crack 
at Victor and the statement of fig- 
ures relative to LP turntables and 
sales, was all Columbia’s press 
meeting amounted to. Wallerstein 
chided RCA, pointing out that, in 
ignoring the strides already made 
by Microgroove disks, and making 
no provisions of any kind, either in 


its equipment or records, for LP | 


disks, RCA suggests that the Mi- 
crogroove development would not 
be successful. Wallerstein stated 
that approximately 2,000,000 LP 
disks have been sold and that 600,- 
000 turntables had been bought by 
the public (exclusive of some 178,- 
000 machines made by various com- 


panies). He ended with the phrase 
“we cannot be defeated” (by 
RCA). 


The talk somewhat disappointed 
some 100 attendees. 


something bigger than what Wal- 
lerstein had to relate. 


mediately following Capitol’s an- 
nouncement of its 45 rpm inten- 
tions, plus which Columbia had 
made such a big deal of inviting 
the press, the actual result of the 
conference was a bit deflating. Es- 


pecially since the majority of the | 


newspaper and mag men have been 
on Columbia’s side so far in the 
argument and have given RCA a 
rough going-over in recent weeks 
for “confusing” the public with its 
development requiring a_ third 
speed player. 


Cugat’s Off-to-B.A. 
Drums Mucho B.0. 


Caracas, Feb. 15. 


Xavier Cugat orch’s south-of-the- 
border swing is racking up solid 
grosses, with-a recent two-nighter 
in Puerto Rico playing to 36,000 
customers. Before coming to this 
town for an 18-day date in a car- 
nival celebration, Cugat stopped 
over in Tampa (Florida) to play at 
the “Gasparilla Festival.” Fol- 
lowing his Caracas booking, Cugat 
is slated for four weeks at the Ca- 
sino in Montevideo, Uruguay. 

Cugat’s musicrew ran into some 
advance trouble with Argentine 
music unions, which have nixed 
all U. S. band booking in theatres, 
clubs or on the air. Cugat, how- 
ever, is giving three concerts at the 
Buenos Aires Luna Park, where 
the unions haven't any jurisdiction. 


Kapp Points Up Deep 
Globe-Girdling impact 
Of U. S. Tunes, Artists 


The Radio Executives Club heard 
an unusual address at its weekly 
luncheon at the Hotel Roosevelt, 
N. Y., last Thursday (10) when it 
learned what makes the American 
record business tick from guest- 
Speaker Jack Kapp. The president 
of Decca did a pro-industry pitch 
Which, while not torching com- 
pletely for the phonograph record 

usiness, did project to those in 
another important means of com- 








munication, meaning the radio-tele- | 


Vision bunch, just what this busi- 
ness of carrying American music 
around the world, on disks, means 
our country. ' 
. Kapp’s talk was of the same pat- 
sae he has been giving the past 
veces before Rotary Clubs, uni- 
vores (Boston College, Stanford, 
CLA and Chicago U, among oth- 
(Continued on page 48) 





They had | 
been led by events to anticipate | 


Since Co- | 
lumbia’s conference was called im- |, 


| 
| Hunks of Music History 

The first one to carry a “hot 
trumpet” in the pit was Blos- 
som Seeley. The hot trum- 
peteer was Ray Lopez. 

George Gershwin wrote 
“Swanee” on Riverside Drive. 
It was first sung by Ned Way- 
burn’s show at the Capitol, 
N. Y. Al Jolson did it years 
later. The title was Irving 
Caser’s idea. 

—Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Up to 906 Bonus 
For Greenberg In 


Exiting ASCAP Job 


Herman Greenberg broke off one 
corner of the executive quadrangle 











that has been running the Ameri- 


can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers. He resigned last 
week, effective March 1. His ac- 


tion called for special meetings of 


|the Society’s executive committee 
and a board meeting Thursday 
| (10), when the latter okaved a gift 
of three years’ salary, said to be 
| between $75,000 and $90,000. 

The board’s action in granting 
the three-year bonus for Green- 
berg’s 30-year service with the So- 


| cause of his resignation, although 
ASCAP has generally been known 
in the past to be generous with ex- 
iting emplovees and executives 
moving out of office. Greenberg’s 


ciety started discussion as to the | 


VARIETY 


Reg Connelly Back to Eng. | 


After Several U.S. Deals SP A Treads Lightly In Opposition 


After a protracted business trip | 


jin America, British music publisher | T R B ak Bid: T S 9 
Rea Campbet'connett ies TQ RCA Breakage Bid; Irust Spectre! 


set his “Cruising Down the River” 
with Henry Spitzer’s new firm: has 
‘gotten Ray Noble to write a new pop 
for him (they last collaborated on 
\“Good Night Sweetheart” some 2 
‘years back); will spot Georges | 
|Ulmer’s “Pigalle” (French) in the! 
inew Emile Littler London revue, 
\“Latin Quarter’ (for which Jack 
'Durant also sailed to join the cast). 
\In addition Connelly placed other 
|pops with American publishers. 
“River” is considered “corny” in 
'American music circles but it's of 
the same idiom of old-school waltz 
balladeering which seems to have 
caught public fancy in the last year 
‘or two. Theory is that this is the 
| American people’s manner of hark- 
|ing-back to a so-called ‘‘gemutlich”’ 
era, and apart from the bebop cul- 
\tists, that seems to be the mass 
trend, as witness other recent 
“icky” hits like “Hair of Gold,’ 
“You Call Everybody Darling,’ 
“Four-Leaf Clover,” “Tree on the 


. 9 
Angles’ Stalk 
” 
Meadow,” etc. | AFM on Setting 
Incidentally, “River” proved a| 
freak hit two years back in England | . e 
 Vidpic Scales 


but took longer than normally to 
American Federation of Musi- 





Decca Buys Master Of 
‘Sleep’ From Coast 


Decca Records has bought the 
master of Lorry Raine’s recording 
of “Can't Sleep” from Coast Rec- 
ords, Hollywood indie. Deal was 
completed by Dave Kapp, now on 
the Coast for Decca, and it includes 
signing Miss Raine to a recording 
contract. 

“Can’t Sleep” was originally 
marketed by Coast last fall and has 
since made good strides in popu- 
larity via disk jock shows. Decca 
anticipates pushing it hard. 











get over. For one thing, several 
“— . 9 § a : ea . . 
Ostrer brothers’ interest in their cians execs, working on sceles gov- 
joint Cinephonic Music company. 
d : been having a difficult time. There 
is extraordinary for the market. are sO many different angles to 
e + 2 ; 
| AFM has for some time been 
lei us ial trying to arrive at the answers, | 
though it has never been anxious 
enters into the current attempts to | 
set prices. AFM is anxious to 


U. S. publishers nixed it. Mean- 

while Connelly bought out the 

4 erning the recording of music for 

Song sold 500,000 sheets and about jm to be used bv television. have 

250,000 records in England, which ' 

| consider that the AFM’s Clare} 

Meeder is in a spin. 
to establish scales for such work. | 
That’s one of the problems that | 
isolate the type of film that will be 
used over and over again on video 


Doesn't Believe 


| 


e 
post as sales manager will be filled | Pub Disk Deals 


by Jules M. Collins. | 

Collins, with the Society for 12 | 
| years, had been manager of the} 
radio division. He is an attorney, 
formerly with Paramount and Uni- 
versal Pictures. 


HIMBER TEMPORARILY 


outlets throughout the country. 
Such footage would have the same | 
effect of reducing work opportuni- 
ties for members as does the cur- 
rent wax recording and the disk 
jockey. 


RAY EBERLE GIVES UP 
ORCH TO GO SINGLE-O 


Ray Eberle will discard his or- 
chestra later this month to begin 
work as a single. Singer has been 


Unaware of the practices of the 
music business in dealing with re- 
cording companies, and aware only 
of the letter of the law, the U. S. 
_Alien Property Custodian has held 
|up a shipment of royalty coin to 
the German composer of “You 
Can’t Be True, Dear’ until it is 


FOLDS COAST OFFICE cant ie ‘rue, Dear” unt it is 


j Hollywood, Feb. 15. Custodian has questioned’ the 
Richard Himber has temporarily ‘granting of a recording license for 








+ Songwriters Protective Assn. is 
being extremely careful in its op- 
position to the bid by RCA-Victor 
‘for an 812% deduction from roy- 


alty statements to music publishers. 


It is so far treading lightly fearing 


to be accused of price-fixing in 
collusion with publishers in openly 
demanding that the latter’ back 
away from RCA’s deduction de- 
mands, on the theory half of the 
publisher's income from recordings 
is not theirs, that it is the writers’ 
property. 

SPA feels that it cannot chance 
a meeting of its representatives 
with any publishers on pain of pos- 
sibly laying itself open to U. S. 
anti-trust laws. Hence the letter 
it dispatched last week to all pub- 
lishers. This missive states that the 
writers (SPA) are disturbed by 
rumors of the possible acquiesc- 
ence by pubs to Victor’s bid to 
slice statements to cover “break- 
age” losses (term covers several 
categories of loss). It points out 
that such a move would mean “a 
substantial loss of income to them.” 
It requests pubs to advise the SPA 
of the nature of the discount be- 
ing sought by RCA. 

There are those who believe that 
the SPA’s letter is a plea, care- 
fully worded, not to bow to Vic- 
tor’s request. 


Lombardo To 
Do Concerts 


On the premise that his musical 
style appeals to all ages, including 
older people who do not care to go 
to ballrooms to dance, Guy Lom- 
bardo is preparing a concert tour 
of his orchestra. It will be his in- 
itial venture into a field developed 
by name bands in recent years on 
the basis of no dancing. 

The majority of name swing 
crews have played these concerts 
because patrons couldn’t dance to 
their music. Or there have been 
such bands as Phil Spitalny’s, 
Sammy Kaye's, etc., which had en- 
tertainment to sell in addition to 
straight music. 

Lombardo’s concerts will start in 
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fices here and Buddy 


out. 
publishers by = special 


he will reopen March 1. 


assistant to Bernard, for inclusion 
in RH’s national song compilation. 


RH folded its local offices in 


ing machines to take off the air a 
permanent record of all musical 
shows. This is being done in RH’s 
New York office now, and the 
forthcoming Chicago and Los An- 
geles posts will be equipped the 
same way. Idea is to eliminate all 
arguments over plugs and erase 
inaccuracies. 


Sonotone Develops 
3-Speed Tone Arm 


Sonotone Corp., maker of hear- 
ing aids, have also gotten into the 
rpm argument. It cited last week 
a development that will allow the 
use of one tone arm with a three- 
speed motor, to reproduce Colum- 
bia Records’ 3314 Microgroove 
disks, RCA-Victor’s 45 and the 
| standard 78 waxings. 
| Sonotone’s development calls for 
a pickup equipped with two 
‘needles. Flip of a lever withdraws 
one and advances another. And 
‘the tone arm balance is changed 
| automatically at the same time to 
‘lighten or increase 
| pressure as required. 


Wizell With Porgie 


As Professional Mgr. 


Murray Wizell joined Porgie 
Music in New York Monday (14) 
/as professional manager. His join- 
ing Porgie cancels all plans Wizell 
had of going into business for him- 














} 


| self. 

| Originally, Wizell planned set- 
ting himself up with a tune titled 
“Ho Hum, It’s Spring.” He dropped 
‘that idea to plan a partnership 
, with Charlie Ross, but that, too, 
was dropped. 


folded his RH Logging sheet of- 
Bernard, 
who headed the post, has been let 


from N. Y. of the intent and that | 
Mean- | 
while, Coast plugs are being tab- 
ulated by Buddy Gorman, former 


preparation for installing record- 


the needle | 


less than 
stated in the 1909 copyright law 





. : -<*\ to Eli Oberstein’s Varsity Record | 
Himber notified all major) jahel, by Biltmore Music, the U. S._ 
delivery | publisher of the tune. 
Custodian has ordered the Amer- 
‘ican Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers to withhold some _ tra, which gives way Friday (18) to style dates is the long period his 


| 


| of skullduggery. 
ney, Lou Dreyer, 


_ing firm, is now in the process of 
| gathering proof to satisfy the Cus- 
'todian that granting licenses for 
less than the legal 2c maximum is 
standard practice, that for years 
the music biz has scaled royalties | 
on the basis of the retail price of | Campbell. 
|a particular label (Varsity sells for 


| 44e including tax). 


| Such governmental doubt that a 
publisher would accept less than 
he was entitled to by law has oc- 
,curred before. Over a year ago, 
'when James C. Petrillo, American 
| Federation of Musicians head; re- 
‘cording and music men were 
| probed by U. S. Congressmen in- 
' vestigating the disk ban, the lat- 
ter were hard to convince that less 
than the 2c rate was accepted by 
‘pubs. Actually, the copyright law 
names the 2c as a Maximum, not a 
minimum, 


Gray’s New Band Into 
Rehearsal This Month 


| Glen Gray is reorganizing his 
band. Outfit will be composed of 
14 men plus a girl vocalist, and it 
will go into rehearsal later this 
month. Gray has rounded up all 
but three or four of the men he 
wants. Music Corp. of America 
will book. 

Grey, leader of the Casa Loma 
crew when it was the band indus- 
try’s hottest combination, has been 
laying off since last summer. Worn 
out by roadwork and disgusted 
with business conditions, he tem- 
-porarily retired to his Plymouth, 

| Mass., home, 





the 2c per side rate 


/ $5,000 in performance monies due Ray McKinley, then returns. 
| Biltmore until it is satisfied that 


{the 11%4c royalty paid by Varsity | ° 
does not come under the heading Campbell, Porgie In 
Biltmore’s attor- | 


son of Dave) : Tiff Over Song Rights. re ate for ever 20 years and 


| Dreyer, who operates the publish- | 


booked into the Copa, Pittsburgh, April after he folds his current 
opening March 14 solo, his first; and 19th season at the Roosevelt ab 
| date in that groove. ._,_ | hotel, New York, and they will be ae 

Eberle had been booked into’ part of his usual summer string of at 
- Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook, Ce-| one-nighters, theatres and loca- + oboe 
dar Grove, N. J., for a brief period | tions. Ah 
opening March 15. Slot has been! Another angle to Lombardo’ i_ 
filled by the Ray Anthony orches- | reasoning cnactrning the concert- fi 


| band has remained an outstanding 
‘name. As band grows older it 
| loses only a small percentage of its 
followers, meanwhile always ac- 

Lombardo has 





Nicky Campbell and Al Porgie | it’s figured there must be legions j 
have lined up lawyers to argue °f his fans who never have the op- 4 
‘their dispuie over the song, “My. portunity to watch him work, ex- 
Street.” Sidney Wattenberg will cept at theatres. Older fans as a 
|handle Porgie’s side of the case | rule won't go to ballrooms, and the 
and Arthur Fishbein will represent >494 plays comparatively few the- 

However. in order to atres. Locations of the type he 
avoid a long court fight over the plays are in many cases out of the 
tune, it has been suggested by reach, cost-wise, of a good many 
Campbell that the affair go to arbi- Lombardo fans. So the concert 
contin: yn is the answer. 


Argument is over who has prior | 


ants to street grnuten by Al Though New as Pubs, 
Porgie claims Koppich signed a} Valando, Spitzer Cos. 
Soar to Top on Sales 


binder giving him rights to it prior 
to the time Koppich signed a Song- 

_ Two of the newest music pub- : 
lishers currently haye a headlock 


writers Protective Assn. contract) 
_ with Campbell. 

Jane Powell-Symph roo ogy top sheet-sales positions. 

y : ile each is a new outfit, both 

NSG 8G. in Kaycee _—Tommy Valando’s Laurel Musie 

Kansas City, Feb. 15. | and Henry Spitzer’s Spitzer Music 

Jane Powell's personal with the —are operated by men long estab- ii 

Kansas City Philharmonic, in the 


PA we gua # lished in the business. 
arena of the Municipal auditorium } Laurel was set u 

; | 4 ‘ p by Valando a 
last Thursday (10), brought out jittie over a year ago after he left 
over 5,000. With $3.60 top, take | ‘ 


: Santly-Joy, where he had been 
amounted to an estimated $8,000. | aed . 
Deal was the Philharmonic Asso- | professional manager. He has had 


_ Deal , three tunes since starting, “Tell x 
ciation’s only venture into a con- Me a Story.” “Rambling Rose” and 
cert with a film player this season, = . 


and didn’t figure as very success now “Far Away Places.” First two 
: ‘ : os" | were no i i the ; 
ful. Concert was staged to bene- t resounding fits, but they 


fit the Assn’s maintenance fund yt lg bestseller lists. “Far . 
Balance of . ‘,., Away” is currently the top seller. 
alance of the season, orch will | 
stick to its regular schedule of sub- _ SPitzer set up his own firm last 
scription, pop and _ out-of-town September after leaving Edwin H. 
concerts. ‘Buddy) Morris, where he was gen- 
eral manager. He set himself up 
with two catalogs given him by 
Morris. And within six months he 
came up with the current “Cruis- 
ing Down the River,” now pressing 
| "Far Away” in sales: 


; 
Anya ew ee eee 
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Ginny Powell, wife of maestro 
Boyd Raeburn and former vocalist 
with his band and other etombos. 
somes a Decca recording pact last 
iweek. «° 
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| France Takes To | 
Latin-Am. Beat 


Ray Ventura, French bandleader, 
music publisher and film producer, 
says that U. S. music currently is 
peing eclipsed by a Latin-Ameri- 
ean rage in France. So much at- 
tention is being paid to the L-A 
material that French composers 
are turning out the stuff with a 
Gallic flavor and meeting with con- 
siderable. success. Ventura is in 
the U. S. on a visit until next 
month. 

Otherwise, states Ventura, the 

French music business is back to 
the prewar norm, just as it is in 
this country. That applies to both 
sheet music and recordings. A 
Mpuge sales success in the former 
category reaches 300,000, as 
against the 1,000,000 or more cir- 
culation achieved during the war, 
when Frenchmen couldn’t spend 
their money, because even necessi- 
ties were unavailable, but they 
Id for music. That pace par- 
llels what has happened in the 
lS. 
Ventura is spending a greater 
rtion of lis time producing fea- 
ure films under the name Hoche 
roductions. He has done three 
*, and is working on his fourth 
fifth. His music publishing 
rm is in full operation. As for 
naestroing, he intends doing a 
bwing around the best spots only 
bnce a year or so in the future. 












Art Mooney’s orch follows 
Gordon Jenkins’ crew into Capitol 
theatre, N. Y., in mid-April. 























RED ROSES 
FOR A 


BLUE LADY 
* 
SUSY 


cia 
BLUE SKIRT 
WALTZ 


MILLS MUSIC, 
1619 Broadway 


INC. 
N. Y.19, N.Y. 

















DISC JOCKEYS 
IT'S A HIT ALL-WAYS 


YOU'RE A 
) SWEETHEART 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


















































































































































L ARIETY | o| | | ye | 
2 ls! | [8 
Survey of retail disk best 7 | iS 
sellers, based on reports ob- D 3 ia] 3 D | < = 
tained from leading stores in x | 18/0] 8 i2 a|Pi- 
12 cities and showing com- £|% | = | » | oe] = a | pa; Ry & >| T 
parative sales rating for this dl ie Tl |e | e |e a rn ee S i~ | O 
and last week. Sie ie sie sit i saigis Ol 
@l/E/S |e i4iHiSi/Sie15) 81s) a 
Bis iSlsial/[i@#ielaliSiSiel x 
€ S = | D a © | = 7] | @ 
wationa Week Ending i i ge /7 (82 iSlel2i2lgle 
° ~ % a © ; - > O 
Rating be Si tfisieia! |/Oo1sia 
FEB. 12 My te = ra = : si wn r= cw | i 
si ief¢ siSimia Si Fi<i gis N 
This Last Sie lis leis lelsisi i Slsigiaigf 
wk. wk. Artist 21 abel, Title iin ia ls sain if lsBlgelsl=& 2 < 
EVELYN KNIGHT (Decca) 
1 1 “A Little Bird Told Me” , ] 1 2 6 4 2 4 6 4 2 85 
Sn ~ EVELYN KNIGHT (Decca) eae et ye 
2 3 “Powder Face With Sunshine”... 2 9 .. a... Ss 8 3&8 4 52 
— LES BROWN (Columbia) — ; 
3 2 “I’ve Got My Love to Keep Me”.. 9 4 1 3 6 9 8 8 50 
BLUE BARRON (M-G-M) 
- 4 “Cruising Down the River”...... 3.67 -_ ae 49 
BING CROSBY (Decca) a 
5 8 “Galway Bay”. eee ree ter > 8 = ©. 10 a 2 4 45 
MARGARET War TING "(Capito a 
6 5 “Far Away Places”...... 5 most. a 7 6 43 
aa ~ RUSS MORGAN (Decca) 
7 6 “So Tired”. . ad tees i 7 . ae y 2 1 re . i bids 33 
a ~ SAMMY KAYE Victor) 
8 9 _ “Lavender Blue” bees s © aa 20 5 8 . 6 28 
y ~ TOMMY DORSEY (Victor) 
9 13 “Down By the Station” rr eee  s 7 8 10 ¢... .. ... 10 @® 
: ~ DINAH SHORE (Columbia) , 
1OA 4 “Buttons and Bows”. 10 6 10 6 4 Pees ome aa 19 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
10B “Far Away Places” vee 2... eT 1 19 
MIRANDA-ANDREWS “sis Dee) 
11 “Cuanto Le Gusta” veteeeees ba. ee 7 ; a 6 ate oe, 7 16 
y GUY LOMBARDO (Decca) 
12 “The Birth of the Blues” S - 13 
ait ~ BING CROSBY (Decca) 
13 7 “Far Away Places” Le 1 > : 12 
~ VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) 
14A 11 “Red Roses for a Blue Lady” . 2) ae 8 10 
roa, EVELYN KNIGHT (Decca) 
14B “Buttons and Bows’... ...... 1 10 
cali “GUY LOMBARDO (Decca) 
14C “Down By the Station” 2 10 10 
ors JO STAFFORD-G. MacRAE (Gap) 
15A 11 “My Darling, My Darling” 5 8 9 
ea DINAH SHORE (Columbia) 
15B 14 “Far Away Places”. Eek Tease ae 3 ae 9 
oa RAY NOBLE (Victor) 
1I5C 16 “Lady of Spain”... a ie ae oe 9 
io MILLS BROTHERS | Gecea) 
16A 14 WERNER 6.1 ee a 8 
RUSS “MORGAN Decca) 
16B . “Sunflower” Pe ee Te ee 3 8 
= .. WOODY HERMAN (Capitol) 
16C “Lemon Drep”.:.......... 3 8 
B. CROSBY-P. ANDREWS | (Decca) 
17A “The Pussy-Cat Song”........... 8 9 9 7 
SAMMY KAYE (Victor) 
17B “Careless Hands”............... . he Tae ‘ j 
« BUDDY CLARK (Columbia) 
17C a rr ae Roo ee ms Ars) ta a 7 
1 2 3. 4 5 
F IVE T O P WORDS AND ROSES IN STAN KENTON (VAUGHN MONROE! S$O DEAR TO 
MUSIC RHYTHM ENCORES SINGS MY HEART 
A L B U M S Varied Artists Frankie Carle Ston Kenton Vaughn Monroe Varied Artists 
M-G-M Columbia Capitol Victor Capitol 
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“Songs For All Occasions, 
Request Numbers Written" 


ALLAIRE MUSIC COMPANY 


129 STATE STREET 


Hackensack, N. J. 
Mack. 83-2429 


| 
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Leer Lost’: 


rile Material Now Keady.. 


Hampton’s B’way Date 

Lionel Hampton will play his 
first date on Broadway since a 
year ago Xmas, when he opens at 
the Strand theatre April 15. Date 
is for three weeks with option. 


It’s the Easter holiday period. 


Robin Hood Dell Plans 
Feb. 15. | 

The Robin Hood Dell’s new 
| | board of management begins meet- 
|ings this week to work out details 
and programs for 12 “all-star” con- | 
icerts to be held this summer in| 
ithe alfresco concert spot. 
| Concert series will begin June | 
27 and run six weeks. 


Houston’s Concerts 
Houston, Feb. 15. 

There will be 20 subscription 
concerts divided into two series of 
10, instead of the previous total 
of 12 by the Houston Symph dur- 
ing 1949-50. 

Guest conductors are to be Sir 


Thomas Beecham and Dimitri Mi- 


tropoulos. 


| 
| 


Goodman, MCA 
Again in Splitup 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Benny Goodman's four-week 
stand at the Palladium here, be- 
ginning March 1, will be last date 
under his contract with Music Corp. 
of America. Batoneer notified local 
office of the agency that he was ter- 
minating his pact as of March 11. 
Split followed a 
agreements with the 
he 


series of dis- 
agency, which 


rejoined four months ago after 


a two-year layoff. Understood one 
of the current gripes is fact that 
MCA booked Goodman into San 


Bernardino on a one-nighter for 
promoter Art Arthur in opposition 
to town’s annual Police and Fire- 


_men’'s Ball. 


In 
MCA 
wrote 


signing the new pact with 
last November, Goodman 
many extra clauses into the 
deal, providing himself with the le- 
gal trapdoor through which he 
exited. The current crop of hassles 
got underway after Goodman was 
taken ill during the N. Y. Para- 
mount engagement, and_ gripes 
have been about tours and locations 
generally. 
Goodman Adds Comic 

Benny Goodman has added a 
comic to his band as a regular part 
of the outfit. Herkie Styles is the 
boy B. G. selected for his unprece- 
dented move, and he joined the 
band last week at the Flamingo, 
Las Vegas. 

Top name orchestras frequently 
use comedians as part of their over- 
all entertainment picture, but inva- 
riably the comedy is a sideline with 
a playing musician. 











From the Current 


WALT DISNEY 


Hit Picture 


* 


A Beautiful Ballad 


SO DEAR 
TO MY 
HEART 


* 


it’s a Dilly! 


LAVENDER 
BLUE 


(Dilly Dilly) 


* 


Santly-Joy, Inc. 
EDDIE JOY, Prof. Mgr. 
1619 Broadway, New York 19 






































tf Louie, Drop the Gun 


The Greatest Novelty Western Of The Year 


Wire or Write, Well Rush Tt To You 





Recordings Set Set By All Companies 


Y. 19 9 


1619 Broadway, N 


HARRY 


LINK, Gen. Prof Mgr 
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Arthur Godfrey Started It... Feist Publishes It! 


Ali Giah 
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“RH Logging System 


Richard Himber’s new development wm logying broadcast perform 
ances lists tunes in the survey, based on four major network schedules 
They are compiled on the basis of 1 point for sustaining instrum ental, 
2 points for sustaiming vocal; 3 for commercial mstrumental; 4 for 
commercial vocal, resvectively, in each of the 3 1v0ju7 territories, New 
York, Chicago and Coast. For example, a Commercial Vocal in all 
thee territories counts 12. Added to these totals is the listener ratings 
of commercial shows, which account: for the .arge point tallies below 

Week of Feb. 4 to Feb. 10 





- 


: 
] 
{ 


Total 

Song Publisher Pts. 
My Darling, Mv Darling—*‘‘Where’s Charley’—Morris........... 165 
A Rosewood Spinet—Shapiro........ 0.6 cer cece we cme ee woes: 145 
A Bluebird Singing in My Heart—Advanced...........-.+eeeeees 136 
A EA Bre TO Be aOUEMe...... csc bee veer eee ewes oeee 2 
Galway Bay—Leeds Sep RAPE a et Le 126 
Here I'll Stay “Love Life’’—Chappell Sen fice ae 121 
So in Love “Kiss Me Kate’—T. B. Harms 5 eek a ea eS pee 
Powder Your Face With Sunshine—Lombardo ee: ee 110 
I've Got My Love to Keep Me Warm—Berlin ; . 108 
Tara-Talara-Taia—Oxford si cekewe ar ee 
Far Away Places—Laurel ; ro 3S 
Someone Like You—Harms eae 
hiv Own True Love—*"My Own True Love’’—Paramount......... 89 
Lavender Blue—*‘‘So Dear To My Heart’’—Santly ore 
Brush Those Tears From Your Eyes—Leeds............cccceeecee 87 
Hotd Me—Robbins iaawek ene ce ee 
Down Among the Sheltering Palms—Miller........... cece cees 76 
Buttons and Bows—‘*“Paleface”—Famous. .........ceccescveccsoes 76 
It’s:a Big Wide Wonderful World—BMI.........ccccvccccccicces 74 
On-a Slowhboat to Chima—Melrose. ... ccc hve ct ct ese rcnesesens 73 
The Pussycat Song—Leeds rar , Se ee re ee 
PrOUmee Oe erent! Ge RATHER ic lc ee Sint cease nea couse 68 
Sunflower—Famous Se ee Ps ers ee: 
These Will Be the Best Years of Our Lives—Robbins ............ 64 
By the Way—*‘‘When My Baby Smiles At Me’—BVC............ 63 
I }.ave You So Much It Hurts—Melody Lane............cceeceees 59 
Who Hit Me—*“‘Lend An Ear’’—Southern..............cccsecvce 59 
Don by the Station—American Acad 57 
I Cot Lucky in the Rain ‘As the Girls Go’—Sam Fox 57 
Littie Jack ero Get Lost—Spitzer 53 
You Waus—Crystal 53 
For You-—Wiimark 50 
Underneath the Lifiden Tree—La Salle... . 1.0... cvs arveececcs 50 
I Couldn’t Stay Away From You—Johnstone-Montei............. 50 
Cuanto Le Gusta—*"Date With Judy”—Southern................ 49 
Say It Isn’t So—Berlin ' ae. OMe 
You, You, You Are the Oi§te—Campbell basta ort ae 
When You’re in Love—Crawtford 5) 
C'rls Were Made Take Care Boys—* “One Sun. Afternoon”—Remick 3 
iy Dream Is Yours—*"*My Dream Is Yours”’—Witmark . 43 
Cuising Down the River—Spitzer $5 sa, oe 
You Were Only Fooling—Shapiro oe oo 
One Sunday Afternoon—*“One Sunday Afternoon’—Remick..... 39 
Green Up Time—*‘Love Lite’’—Chappell... ails ee 
Beyond the Purple Hills—Goldmine............. 38 
Rea Roses for a Bie BBV — MUG... vice cc elec cc ccc dep eececesecs 36 
"St SO OURO. 2.5 5 x rte Cosas beeue espe eabeaceees 36 
AS SOU Tresre Beem reas. Ge NOIEIE. 6 os ek hae 6 ere ds Heads tees ces 36 
Pretty Baby—Remick Dae OP IY Te eR OTE a 35 
Be OE er To COT eT Te eC REPT Oe T Te 35 





+ Filmusical. Legit Musical. 


Cavallaro May Reopen 
N. Y. Astor Season 

Astor Roof, New York, may again 
open its summer season this year 
with Carmen Cavallaro’s orchestra. 
Maestro is the lead band in a pack- 
age being offered Ralph Christen- 
berry, Astor’s managing director. 

Roof will open at its usual time, 
around mid-May. 


King Cole Expands 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 

King Cole Trio is now the King 
Cole Quartet. 

Bongo drummer Jack Constanzo, 
formerly with Stan Kenton, joined 
up to augment the efforts of Nat 
i “King” Cole, bassist Joe 
and guitarist Irving Ashby. 
tion is permanent. 





Addi- 
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RCAVICIOR RECORDS | 





Comfort | 


‘mission of American record busi- | 


| Broadcast 











Jack Kapp 


Laas Continued from page 45 











| networks NBC, CBS, 
basis: 
cials are rated as 
(Arthur Godfrey) 55; 
Como) 25; Arrow Shirt (Phil 
Show), 20; Admiral Revue 20. 


ers), and other civic groups on how 
important American music, on 
American disks (not necessarily 
Decea brand), can project the Yan- 
kee credo the world over. When 


follows: 


cr 


RH Tele-Log 


Following is tabulation of song performances on New York: television 
ABC and DuMont. Ratings are comniled on this 
Sustaining instrumental, 5 points; sustaining vocal, 10. Comme 
Texaco 
Emerson (Ed Sullivan) 50; Chesterfie ld (Pe 
Silvers) 25; 

Commercial instrumentals earn half 


r- 


(Milton Chesterfield 


Berle) 80: 


erry 


Horn & Hardart ( Kiddie 


he discovered, many years ago? the prescribed points. 
thai there were 1,350 diskings of Week of Feb. 3 to Feb. 9 
Chopin and only 15 of Gershwin; yy paring. Ms Darling*—Morris............. ae ae sae 
that Strauss versions eclipsed Kern, me : Pee oh ingests ale 4c 5 
Porter and Berlin by 500 to 1,000 pere T'l}. Stay*—-Chappell.........cceesonceee cas Peied 4 64 bbe ee 90 
ehag: 1 thi a cate listurbed me, Forever and ver—-Mobbins..........ccccaeec eves khskiems 80 
F s great! S > », } ee eS ee ee me meted oS MONIT G SE's 
1 didn't k ate oe a sin Rane but Lavender Blue*—Santl) Ue CA See Yee ee 60 
AnO = ; + y . r . 7? 
. OM . . ee: Se rest ag Powder Your Face With Sunshine—Lombardo ee ae ee 50 
it gave me a sense of inferiority as bide ee shee gg ee Ge “i ig : 
an Ainetlioks Brush Those Tears From Your Eyes—Leeds.........ccccscsacece 45 
a eee ae : Down Among the Sheltering Palms—Miller................. 45 
: Then,” continued Kapp, I re-| On a Slowboat to China—Melrose.............ccceccoceccceceece 45 
alized suddenly that this was our A Bluebird Singing in My Heart—Advanced....... Pa OR 4) 
American heritage, the simple 4 Little Bird Told Me—Bourne ...... .....ccceeeeeeeeeees 40 
. hp > MmrTies . 
music of the simp American | Buttons and Bows'—Famous.. ............ccececeaccecess 40 
people. That included popular! Far Away Places—Laurel:..............ccececsceceeees 40 
son 5s and the more svelte melodies It’s a Big Wide Wonderful World—BMI..........cccccccees 40) 
of Romberg, Kern and Friml; it in- A You’re Adorable—Laure! a5 
. . . ‘ . % oi > pats 4 é 445088 N 38+ + © + © © © © * OO we eO He eOoC See eB eOeR eB eoOe Cee eees ite: 
cluded blues and boogie-woogie, | The Pussycat Song—Leeds. ....... «oe see ceceecceee 5 ha CAL 35 
r oY scter . Oo " ° : 
hillbilly apd western songs. Sewn by the Giation—Amer” Aceé. .. .. i... cccocccéanboercccdss 30 
The counterparts of Wagner to} Pretty Baby—Remick .._............ceeeeceees amie aes ae ¢ a0 30 
Germany, .a Puceini -to THaly, | Whet Did. I Dot—-Triang@le. ©... o... wcccevccvenececcepecesescs 30 
Strauss to Austria. Debussy to By the Wayi!—BVC Se SOS IT IE ee ae a ee 20) 
France, timsky-Korsakoff to; I Love You So Much It Hurts—Melody Lane.................... 2) 
Russia, Sibelius to -Finland, etc.,| I've Got My Love to Keep Me Warm—Berlin.................. 2() 
he felt, were to be found within | Sunflower—Famous ..... ..........2eeee00- 2) 
the confines of America’s fountain- | That Certain Party—Bourne.............ceccccvcveccees 20 
head of native songs and song-| A Rosewood Spinet—Shapiro. ......ccccccccccccccccccsecs 15 
writers, CleGGR. 110 TET NOONE 2... enc tec bests case beare ss 15 
Crosby an American Symbol Ee ee ee ae Oe POE. , Ss ewe co Ob ot eh O OEE SE GOR ES B.04016 6058 15 
It was after Decea’s birth. in 1934. Bella Bella Marie —Leeds ere ee rere 10 
when the thoucht came home that | Bouquet of Roses—Hill & Range 10 
Caruso was the svmbol of Italian | Clancy Lowered the Boom—Kenmore..........eeeeeee: 10 
opera, I told Bing Crosby “you Dreamer With a Penny DS a see a ae ee ee 10 
will be the symbol of American | For You—Witmark 2.2.0... ieee eee eee wenn 10 
folk music; and today Bing sings a Galway Bay— Leeds . He Ty a eae il oe 10 
cowboy song as facilely as a Berlin Girls Were Made to lake Care of Boys—Remick Pee hee es 10 
ballad: he recites American legends | 1 Got Lucky In the Rain Se i ee ee ee eee 10 
and they sell as big. in ratio, as Little Jack Frost Get Lost—Spitzer oo... cc cece eee eee e eee nee 10 
when he comes through with a Ms Dream Is Yours* — Witmark . “eV Geen oe SONS Fo ee o 10 
smash Berlin pop song like ‘White |One Sunday Afternoon POE. Screech nese enekeet as 10 
Christmas’.” Once In.cve. Wit AMmy™*=—MOIT. «ce cecs eset seeesres 10 
“Our music truly reflects Ameri- Say it [sn t So—Berlin Prd ea COA 5:6-kb OS OCR Oe 10 
ae ; peas | ey PROIGCrEe FO WRCU TRU. 3 os 55. 6:0's 0 6.0.0:6 spose eoe beep bees desc 10 
can culture, Kapp continued. | 2°: P : : 
“ ee ae eee 1 er ee Pi re SEMIN os od 5 psig dw 6b 66, 88 Ob 6 04:6 Oh 6 £8 OO EO 10 
Rodgers and Hammerstein’s ‘Okla- | -, : ‘ ee 
. ee ee Fe ee OTONG. 6.5.5 b 60 so 0p bb 6-40 eO O46 oe EOE ES 66.006 10 
homa!’ perhaps many years hence, Tara-Talara-Tala_—Oxford 10 
might be cited as a ‘great American | 24) 4" i @ialan hat pecan eget ee ee ee a : 
_ ’ me ee ee or ere eee oe ee eee re 19 
classic’ but I’m convinced we You Wert Only Beoling—Shaviro 10 
'should’ make such creations ‘clas- bs . ee MEET FF PERE OES H OOS MESO CED HO Ee Oss 4:96 7 
0 Oe PERE OT TEE ETE ee Ce ee 5 


sics’ today. Incidentally, Ameri-| 5 
cans apparently recognize it be- 
cause by 1950, as I wagered with 


Film Musical. Legit Musical. 








Oscar and Dick, we will have sold 


CONTINO MAY RESUME 





1,000,000 albums of their ‘Okla- 
homa!’. Albums which, today, have 
already passed the 900,000 mark.” | 
Kapp’s emphasis on “what’s new Dick Contino. accordionist. with 
in the groove?” (meaning records, ! whom Horace Heidt has been bat- 
and not jive talk) having an appeal |tling due to the youngster’s abroga- 
|for America was dramatized by |tion of a contract with the maestro, 
| these figures: in 1934 the entire | will probably rejoin Heidt’s band 
recording industry sold -12,000,000 ‘within the week. Heidt conferred 
| disks; 12 years later, in ’46, Decca|with the American Federation of 
alone had sold 9.300.000 platters | Musicians last Friday (11) in New 
in one month. | York, and the AFM insisted that 
|Heidt withdraw his civil suit 
'against Contino. This was done. 


WITH HORACE HEIDT 


Perforce subjective, and possibly | 


ore apt a .~ = aoe | Meanwhile, negotiations went on 
| Story, none the less the Decca | | between the two to bring Contino 


' head man’s discourse couldn't be | 
projected obliquely. Rather than | nes cetem Taake We bgp saeidt thet 


| double-talk and fence with pseudo- | 
/modesty, the disk topper attacked | 
| his subject in a forthright manner | 
‘in order to project the ethical | 





BILL WEEMS SHIFTED 


Bill Weems is being moved to 
the Hollywood office of General 
ness, apart from its being a suc-| Artists Corp., where he will as-' 
cess story. sist Henry Miller in the sale of 

Carl Haverlin, president of | “hep” groups and singles, on one-, 


IRISH “SONGS 
B.M.I. Affiliate 


The Following Are a Must on Your 
St.’ Patrick’s Day Programs: 


REILLY YOU BETTER BE GOOD 


I'M BRINGING OUT THE IRISH 
THAT'S IN ME 


PATRICK JAMES McNULTY 
MILLIGAN'S MULLIGAN STEW 


| WISH | HAD THE HEAD TO 
WEAR THE HAT ME FATHER 
WORE 


LANNAGIN'S SHILLALAH 


STAY AS SWEET AS YOU ARE 
COLLEEN 


FOR THE BEST SOCK NOVELTY {RISH 
SONGS IT’S 


House of Irish Songs 


6912 Hollywood Boulevard 
Hollywood, Calif. 











Music, Inc., presided. | nighters, locations. Weems had’ 





| Besides the radio contingent, aj| been stationed at GAC’s Chicago. 


arene 





| strong turnout of music and record | office for the past year or so. 
| people attended the Radio Execu-| He’s the son of Art Weems, GAC | 
tives Club luncheon honoring Kapp. ' exec in New York. 








Will Rossiters NEW 


JUST FOR: 


, Words and Music by— 
| Thisisareal “HIT” anv TEMPO, FAST or SLOW. 


Successor to “17D LOVE TO LIVE INLOVELAND ” 


—-YOUHAVEN 


and by the same wriber 


: 


1 This Song has a “Stop the Show Vaudeville PUNCH ” at the end of Chorus. 





| Lblshed by Will Rossiter 173 WMadison St. CHICAGO. ut. PROF COPIES FREE 





“ SOME OF THESE DAYS” 


TORIGHT 


Geo. L.Cobb 
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ISHAM JONES: 
latest and Greatest Ballad / 


HOW MANY 
TEARS 


MUST FALL 


An important new ballad 
by the writer of I'll See 
You In My Dreams,” “it 
Had To Be You" and “On 
the Alamo.” 


MILLER MUSIC CORPORATION 
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Wednesday, February 16, 1949 VARIETY ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 
Les Brown Goes Beck 1 Bands at Hotel B. 0.’s 5 
Jocks and Jukes Into H’wood Palladium 

Hollywood, Feb. 15. | Covers Total 

’ Weeks Past C 
Continued from page 44 , a aa ane goes back | Band Hotel Played Week on Date 

< Ah et ea : “ into e Faliadium Daliroom here | ; 5 7 ° en? Sa ee q , 
smooth. It’s good jock material., show potent possibilities in their | May 3 for four weeks with options. | a Cen on e TE oom Rey abe: $1-$1.50) - 4 7 nie 
Reverse is also good, a new ballad} work on “Underneath the Linden | It’s the first booking for Brown in | nam Saenihe Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2) . ***" 35 2100 35,400 
that tells a nice lyrical story.|Tree” and “Put Your Shoes On,/this area by Joe Glaser’s Associ- | y Past "** Statler (450; $1-$1.50) socnndie Gee * aey<* 

Howard does it in ballad form,| Lucy” .. . Al Trace’s sequel to | tony Pastor ..... Statler ; MO). occces oes ’ ' 


lf. 
as ee Monroe “A Senorita’s| lin’, out on Damon along with “I 
Bouquet”-“Don’t Lie to Me” (Vic- Couldn’t Believe My Eyes” and a 
tor). “Senorita” is a good tune for|>.0. coupling of “Brush Those 
Monroe. It fits him well and|Tears From Your Eyes’-“Some 
smacks of the type of melody that | body’s Lyin”... Helen Carrol and 


has in the past been very success-| The Carolers turned in smart disk- | 


ful for him. He does it to a/|imgss of “Cruising Down the River” 
beguine background by his band, — Heart of My me 
and the side has all the earmarks | Mercury, they're good . . . “Crazy 
of becoming a jock and juke fave. | Clarinet” by Walter Ziemba (Dana) 
On the flipover, Monroe employs | Sts ° worthwhile polka ae Kay 
a new ballad to good effect, dove- arr’s “You Broke Your Prom- 


regs “ é |ice” is an unusually good disk... 
tailing his throaty vocal with the | nitto Scat-Man + tet (Capitol) 
Moon Maids in a formula that has , ‘ r 


; pairing of “Blue-Eyed Sally’ and 
been good for him. Arrangement “I'd Rather Be a Humingbird,” 
is exceptionally tasty and _ the beat-full pieces King label is- 
melody good. The side also has! gyeqg a version of “Honey” by The 
a good chance. | Ravens that’ ‘ 

j P 6 a S wile Ss solid. 
«_filfred) Drake “So In Love"-| Standout hillbilly, western, coun- 
Were Thine That Special Face”; | try race, jazz: “Whing Ding Dad- 
Jane Pickens-Alfred Drake “Why | dy”-“Jelly| Roll Blues” Ambrose 
Can’t You Behave’’-‘““Wunderbar 
(Victor). Victor bas Drake under 





“IT Know What It Means to Be 


laley’s blers -ury) | : ‘ 
| Haley’s Ozark Ramblers (Mercury) | has been set but its expected Coast 


contract and his participation i | temsenene ’ Clyde Moody (King) 
the Columbia “Kiss Me Kate” al-| — “Calamity Jane.” Al Dexter 
bum is via Victor’s permission. | (Co}ymbia) “The Ghost and 
Here he goes the score tunes alone Honest Joe”. Pee Wee Kine (Vic- 
and with Miss Pickens. His “So In tor) : “Where Or When.” Earl | 
Love” is.a_ fine side,. one that} postie Orch (King) “Messy 
matches anything a rival can pro- Bessy” : “Boogie Woogie Jive,” 
duce. In the pop field, however, Ivy Willis (M-G-M) ~ “Hot In 
he’s got hot competition in the Harlem Tiny ‘Grimes Quintet 
name value of Bing Crosby, et al. (Atlantic) “Miss Fanny Brown,” 
On “Face” he’s equally sharp, and Roy Brown. (DeLuxe) . “My 


his diction is perfect. A good 
coupling. On the second disking 
with Miss Pickens, she takes the 
lead on “Behave.” It’s not good. 
But the ‘reverse “Wunderbar” is | 
something she handles much bet- 
ter, and the result is a good side | 
for jocks. Lehman Engel _ back- 
grounds all four sides smartly. 


Memories of The Past,” Art Gib- 
son (Mercury)... “Last Time I 
Saw Mary,” Ernie Lee (Victor) 
“T’m Thru Wastin’ Time On You,” 
Tommy Duncan (Capitol)... “Baby 
What’s Wrong With You,” Little 
Eddie Boyd (Victor). 


Miami’s Copa City Sued 
On Song Infringements 


Miami Beach, Feb. 15. 





Platter Pointers 
Herb Jeffries warbles ‘“Bewild- 
ered” (Columbia) nicely, but does 
not equal the b.o. value of Billy 
Eckstine and Ink Spots versions 
cae gave —" — Peer - International, 
wo excellent pops in ‘Rosewooc s <i. mal creas : 
Spinet” and “Far Away Places” | filed a number of suits vs. 
. Fontane Sisters, new to Victor, 














| cast Music, Inc., 
|against the big Copa City 
| here. Peer charges the Copa’s own- 


fidia,”’ 
chita,” all 
with which Peer-Int. 


“Negra 
licensed through BMI, 
is affiliated. 


asks an injunction 
for each infringement. 
according to law, 
| formance. 


Jack Robbins’ 3 Shows 


Comparatively new music pub- 


is $250 each per- 








~ FRANKIE LAINE 








Broadway musicals. Shows include 
“Happy Dollar,” “Gentlemen Pre- 
fer Blondes” and “He and She.” 





Medford and James 


liam Frim! and lyrics by John La- 
touche. 

“Blondes” is a Herman Levin- 
Oliver Smith production, adapted 
from the Anita Loos book by Joe 
Fields; Jule Styne and Leo Robin 
handling the score. Trid is round- 
ed out by the Ken Englund-Stewart 
Chaney offering of “He and She” 
which has book by Englund, mu- 
sic by Vernon Duke and lyrics by 
Ogden Nash. 


= 

od 

oo =| 
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MUSIC 


Brocaway 














THAT MELODIC TRIO 


THE SPOTLIGHTERS 


THEY SING — THEY PLAY 
NOW 7th WEEK OF 3rd RETURN ENGAGEMENT 


HICKORY HOUSE, NEW YORK 
INDEF. 
Broadcasting NBC Network Three Times Weekly 


Exclusive: Management 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 
Chicago Beverly Hills 
3.4600 Path ey en 4 fol ato cre FL Bev. Wil, Alot 


Now York 
745 Sth Ave’ 2 


which has | 
night | 
| spots all over the country for per- | 
= forming its tunes without a Broad- | 


license, has moved | 
club | 


Suit, filed in U. S. district court, | 
and damages | 
Minimum, | 


lishing house of J. J. Robbins & | 


, ge Sons, Inc., headed by Jack Robbins, | 
DON CARLOS SUPPER CLUB fihas bagged publication rights to 
WINNIPEG, CANADA the scores of three upcoming 


Presented by James Dunn. Don) 
Conigan. | 
“Dollar” stars Eddie Bracken with | 
book by Lee Falk, music by Wil-' 


ers with illegally performing “Per- | 
Leona” and “Ca- | 


ted Booking Corp., which y | 
then picks up the beat for the last | “You Call Everybody Darlin” is |* Gig ong ge eer sealers ea 
“I'm Thru Callin’ Everybody Dar-!| Corp, of America. 


took the band over from Music 


Brown’s hit recording of “I’ve. 
|'Got My Love to Keep Me Warm” 
| figures to help his Palladium run. 
| The disk has been strongest on the 


Coast. 


ANOTHER HOT SESSION 
DUE FOR COAST ASCAP? 


Hollywood, Feb. 15 
ASCAP prexy Fred Ahlert will 
come preside over the 





here to 
formal semi-annual meeting of the 
Society’s coast members at the 
Beverly Hills hotel March 1, when 
he’ll bring the 250 members up to 


date on the organization’s finan- 
cial reports. No official agenda 


cleffers will get another chance 
to criticize ASCAP operations. 

Meeting last November was so 
uproarious that there was talk the 
March meet would be cancelled. 
However, prexy emeritus Gene 
Buck pointed out that they must 
be held under the by-laws. 


Meeting will be followed by a 


buffet supper. 





* Waldorf, Dorothy Shay; New Yorker, ice revue, 
Chicane 


Barclay Allen (Empire Room, Palmer House; 


550, $3.50 min., $1 


cover). Evelyn Knight draw heavy due to Decca disk clicks and Allen 
a help. Sock 3,700 covers. 


Henry Brandon (Marine Room, Edgewater; 700, $1.20 cover). New 
show in Friday (11). Nice weather equalled 2,900 covers. 

Frankie Masters (Boulevard Room, Stevens; 650, $3.50 min., $l 
cover). Ice Show plus Masters’ appeal, neat 3,000 covers. 

Bill Snyder (College Inn, Sherman; 500, $2.50-$3.50 min.). 
to Cole Porter” a boff draw with 4,000 tabs. 


Los Angeles 

Orrin Tucker (Ambassador, 900; $1.50-$2). 
lining, second week, slim 2,875 covers 
Jan Garber (Biltmore, 900; $1-$1.50). 


“Salute 


With Victor Borge head- 


Steady 3,300 covers. 





Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 
(Chicago) 
Cee Davidson (Chez Paree, 500; $3.50 min.). 
ing: giant 6,000 checks. 
Eddy Howard (Trianon, $1-$1.15 adm.). 
room garnered hefty 18,000 admissions. 
Art Kassel (Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.). 
take to 2,000 patrons. 
Lawrence Welk (Aragon, 
16,500 admissions. 


Carmen Miranda wow= 
First week at southside ball- 
upped 


Pleasant weather 


$1-$1.15 adm.). First week uptown neat 





(Los Angeles) 


Dick Jurgens (Palladium B., Hollywood, 2nd wk.). Slow 5,100 stubs, 
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THERE WILL BE BIG NEWS SOON 
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ROSEMARY WAYNE 
WJJD—Chicago 


LINN BURTON 
ABC—Chicago 


DICK GILBERT 
KTYL—Phoenix 


‘SHERM FELLER 
WEEI—Boston 


PAUL BRENNER 
WAAT—New York 


JOHNNY ROSE 
WHK—Cleveland 


HAL MORGAN 
WGAR—Cleveland 


ED BLACK 
KNAK—Salt Lake City 


RAY PERKINS - 
KFEL—Denver 


BILL BALDWIN 
KFSO—San Francisco 


TODD PURSE 
WJLB—Detroit 


DOC LEMON 
W JR—Detroit 


deserving break. 





“CAN'T SLEEP” 


Thanks for splendid cooperation of the country's greatest disk jockeys:* 


*Wish we could list ‘em all. 


One million thanks to the finest bunch of fellows in the world. Lorry Raine 
and Old Man Gayle sure realize how wonderful they've all been to us. 
The little fellow, the newcomer has more of a chance today than ever be- 
fore. These lads and lassies who make up the record shows of the nation 
have made this business a better business... and given new talent a 


TIM GAYLE, c/o Hotel Sheraton, Detroit 2, Michigan 





BILL BRANT MARTIN BLOCK 
KDKA—Pittsburgh WNEW—New York 
JAN ANDRE AL JARVIS 
* WWSW—Pittsburgh KLAC—Hollywood 
BILL SAWYER . AL POSKA 
KW JJ—Portland KFi—Los Angeles 
BILL ANSON 
KFWB—Hollywood STEVE ALLEN 
JOHNNY GRANT CBS—Hollywood 
The King's—Hollywood HAWTHORNE 
GENE. NORMAN. ABC—Hollywood 
KFWB—Hollywood »- DON HAINES 
GEORGE JAY 2 
KWIK—Hollywood IRA COOK 
DON OTIS KFAC—Hollywood 
KLAC—Hetywoad JACK THE BELLBOY 
BILL GRIFFITHS . WJBK—Detroit 
eRe EDDIE CHASE 
JOHN DANIEL CKLW—Detroit 
KTKC—Visalia, Cal. TAY 
JIM WOOD pee he 
W JR—Detroit 
REX DALE 
BILL RANDLE " 
WJLB—Detreit WCKY—Cincinnari 
PAUL DIXON 
WCPO—Cincinnati 
BILL NIMMO 
WLW—Cincinnati 
BILL DAWES 
WCKY—Cincianati 
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Compiled for 


By JULIUS MATTFELD 
(Copyright, Variety, inc. All Rights Reserved) 


Legends and other basic background information, attendant to the compilation | 
6, 1948, issue when the Variety Song , 
it is suggested that these installments be 


and presentation, appeared in the Oct. 
Cavalcade started publication serially. 
clipped and filed for future reference. 





VARIETY SONG CAVALCADE 


(Musical-Historical Review: 1800-1948 ) +*+++++++4 





VARIETY 





Attention is hereby called to the fact that this material is copyright and may not 


be reproduced either wholly or in part. 


(Continued from Last Week) 


1893 
The Cat Came Back. w., m., 
Henry S. Miller. Chicago: Will 
Rossiter, cop. 1893. 


December and May (or, “Mollie 
Newell Don’t Be Cruel’). w., Ed- 
ward B. Marks. m., William Lo- 
raine. Frank Harding, cop. 1893. 

The Fatal Wedding. w., W. H. 


Windom. m., Gussie L. Davis. 

Philadelphia: M. D. Swisher, cop. 

1893 by Gussie L. Davis. 
Good-Morning to All (also 


adapted to the words: Happy Birth- 
day to You). w., Patty S{mith] Hill. 
m., Mildred J. Hill (in: Song stories 


for the Kindergarten, p. 3), Chi- 
cago: Clayton F. Summy, Cop. 
1893. 


I Long to See the Girl I Left 
Behind. w., m., John T. Kelly. M. 
Witmark & Sons, cop. 1893. 

Little Alabama Coon. w., ° 
Hattie Starr. Willis Daomeens- ir 
Co., cop. 1893. 

Love Me Little, Love Me Long. 
w., m., Perey Gaunt. T. B. Harms 
& Co., cop. 1893. 

Mamie! Come Kiss Your Honey 


Charles Graham. Spaulding & 
Kornder, cop. 1893. 

The Volunteer Organist. w., Wil- 
liam B. Glenroy, m., Henry Lamb. 


Spaulding & Kornder, cop. 1893. 
When the Roll Is Called Up 
Yonder. Hymn. w., m., James M. 
Black, cop. 1893. by Chas. H. 
Gabriel. 

Won’t You Be My Sweetheart? 


w., J. G. Judson. m., H. C. Verner. 
Chicago: The S. Brainard’s Sons 
Co., cop. 1893. 





Engine No. 999, pulling four 
heavy cars (as the “Empire State 
Express”), made 112'2 m.p.h. be- 
tween Crittenden and Wende, N. Y.., 


with Engineer C. Hogan at the 
throttle. 

Several more automobiles were 
tested successfully, among them 


Henry Ford’s. 

A new medical term came into 
popular use—appendicitis. 
T. Bowen and J. Burke, 
Orleans, fought the longest prize- 
fight, using gloves, on record—7 
hrs., 18 mins., 10 secs. It went 110 
rounds, and ended in a draw. 
Grover Cleveland was inaugu- 


at New 
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Survey of retail sheet music © 8 = ; 5 
sales, based on reports obtained E >| & 5 E a 

from leading stores in 12 cities FS & 8 3 E 3 Iw 
and showing comparative gales Mrreig BE = ale 6) T 
rating for this and last week. & 2 > L = g a»i“vils £/ g 
iBleleleiel-ls/sle 3) 7 
eieleiel“|eiFl/sisia|si2| 4 
Week Ending [2/elsi2/7/f/a/2/7/2 (2/8) * 

| we ° om | .— nr 4 o | om 
Nationa J yalelg ala elds ie izidi ss 
oe FEB. 12 miSislelBlelslei/eiSigic) 1 
This Last pigielgiai/s/s/s)e\s) ei 2) X 
ele;/Sisieinitis/S/8/8! s| 1 
wk. _ Wk. _ : _Title and Publisher Oi | & "1 lal- Le = ral Ss 
1 1 __ “Far Away Places” (Laurel) 2 1 5 : ca 2 1 3 2 1 1 4 105 
‘2 6 “Powder Your Face” Gdammestieh 3 3 3 3 I 8 St FT ft 6 t Ss 
34 “Galway Bay” (Leeds) TOR Sh Ee a eh a oe ee ey 
45 “Buttons and Bows” (Famous)...._6 6 1 7 #2 5 7 7 3 .. 2 64 
5 3 “Lavender Blue” (Santly-Joy) 'e-erC.rpTSs .. £282 eT = 
6 2 “A Little Bird Told Me” (Bourne) 7 4 6 10 3 1 2 7 4 5 61 
_7___7 “Slow Boat to China” (Melrose)...._.. 9 5 8 4 6 6" . .. wt 
8 10 “Cruising Down River” (Spitzer) . I Si, - % i. i 8 8 26 
9A 9 “I’ve Got My Love” (Berlin)..... 10°98 .. © .. © 60 8 6 . 2 
“9B 11 “So Tired” (Glenmore) A Pe a TP oS sere tern . 2 
10 8 “My | Darling, My Darling” (Morris) - -\ whe ue Mi Seas tee ee 
i) 2 “Again” (Robbins)...... 7 . - 65. a Tiare es re 
12 .. “Best Years of Lives” (Robbins). ee: carte ars ere PE 
13, 3 ___ “Down By Station’ > (Am. Acad. PRET ae eS ert > ee ae 7 
14 “Tarra Ta-Larra Ta-Lar” (Oxford) .. rT re ee a. Seay ee | 6 

vini in “The Three Guardsmen”| Maas Joins Advanced 


(he was ason of the great Thomasso | 


M-G-M Sign Galli 3 


Jack Maas, Coast music company 


(introduced in: A Country Sport).| rated president. ts cath, dike Seen ban © < 
w., m., May Irwin. Boston: White-, In Chicago, the World’s Fair was per ggat rt Sig pg ge ener rep for years, moves into New Galli Sisters, trio which came to 
Smith Music Pub, Co., cop. 1893. | staged. _'in “In Old Kentucky.” Bessie) York next week to take over the attention via Art Mooney’s orches- 

Say ‘Au Revoir,” But Not “Good-| Electric trolleys appeared in Ronehill was a popular burlesque professional manager spot with tra, was signed to a recording pact 
bye.” w. m., Harry Kennedy. | New York. ] performer and dancer. Maggie; Advanced music, Warner Bros, by M-G-M records last week. Sis- 
Brooklyn: Kennedy Publishing; The common people of the West | Gjjne was another well-known. subsid. He replaces Bernie ters inked for one year with op- 
House, cop. 1893 by Will H. Ken-/ now called Eastern multi-million- theatrical performer (her famed Scherer. tions and immediately cut four 
nedy. Saw. M D — a a generic name—MYrs. song was “Throw Him Down, Mc-| Maas has been with the Edwin Sides. 

See, Saw, Margery Daw. w., m., Asterbilt Closky”). John Drew began star-' . Morris setup on the Coast, and Mooney, incidentally. is on the 


Arthur West. M. Witmark & Sons, 
cop. 1893. 

Sweet Marie. w., Cy Warman. 
m., Raymon Moore. Manhattan 
Music Pub. Co., cop. 1893. 

They Never Tell All What They 


Know. w., Edward Harrigan. m., 
David Braham. Wm. A. Pond & 
Co., cop. 1893 


S. S. McClure launched his Me- 
Clure’s Magazine, for which such 
writers as Ida M. Tarbell and Lin- 
coln Steffens soon did a vast deal 
of “muckraking.” 

“A Trip to Chinatown” ran 656 
performances. 

Stars of the season’s stage in- 
cluded Lillian Russell in “The 


ring under Charles Frohman in 
“The Masked Ball,” with Maude 
Adams as his leading lady. 

A panic and two-year oo 
marked the seventeenth U. S. finan- 
cial calamity since 1790. 


(Continued next week’s issue) 





- Two Little Girls In Blue. w., m.,| Princess Nicotine”; Alexander Sal- HENIE, OTHERS SUED 











RECORDED! 


(NOT ON WIRE) 





daily, printed 





At no extra charge, all 
programs on the air will 
be transcribed on un- 
breakable records and 
will be made available 
to all our subscribers. 


PUBLISHERS’ AIR CHECKS 


can be had at cost. 
: (Starting in March) 


This is in addition to our regular, 


tabulation. 








Listening Post 
CALIFORNIA 





ON ‘INTERMEZZO’ USE 


Unauthorized use of the tune 
“Intermezzo” by Sonja Henie’s 
|“Hollywood Ice Revue” was) 


in an infringement suit | 


N. Y. 


| charged 
filed in 


| Schuberth & Co., Inc. Named as 
defendants were Hollywood Ice 


solidated Enterprises, Inc., Madi-| 
| son Square Garden Corp. and Miss | 
| Henie. 

| SESAC, European licensing or- 
| Zanization, and the Schuberth firm, 
which holds “Intermezzo” copy- 
‘right, claim the number was used 
without permission in a 
| iana”’ 
| show. 
| the song was wrongfully performed 
in the production last year in sev- 





the profits are sought. 


Groucho Marx Does 
Ist Comm’! Record 


| Groucho Marx has made his first 
commercial record, “The Funniest 
Song in the World,” to be released 
by Young People’s Records on 
March 15. 

Marx had always in the past 
turned down offers to make disks, 
but did this one because of its 
| “brotherhood” message. Waxing 
| deals with the problem of stereo- 
| type characters. 
A two-sider, 
| narration by Marx, the record was 
written by Ray Abrashkin with mu- 
| sic by Peter Gordon. 
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New Yeork—HARRY SANTLY 











federal court last | %: 
'week by SESAC, Inc., and Edward | #'- 


| Productions, Arthur M. Wirtz, Con- | 


“Chopin- 
sequence in this year’s ice. 
In addition, it’s also alleged, | 


/eral states at various times. An) 
| injunction and an accounting of | 








GEORGE SIMON, 





before that was with Shapiro-Bern- same label, having signed a new 


stein. 
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sie, This one's @ “sleeper.” It's been going in the Boston ares a @ result of disk 
po ae jd Push. The waxing is a revitalized 1936 slicing which was made in England... 

timartly the emphasis is on the pase-doble rhythm in the arrangement, which. 
at stands up well today after the 13-year fapse. Vocal, originally by Al Bowlly, was: 
> dubbed in by @ Victor house trio so that the change is not even noticed. Tune, of: se 
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PRESENTING a SMASH HIT from "ALL FOR LOVE” .. . 


A DREAMER *;" PENNY 





By ALLAN ROBERTS and LESTER LEE 


reise 


INC. rt 
‘ Hellywood—SIDNEY GOLDSTEIN 
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Roxy Chorus Calls Off Strike When Mgt. TV or EN EACTOR Philly Transport Strike Socks Nitery 
Agrees to Talk Pay Hikes with AGVA 





Threat of a strike at the Roxy+¢ 


theatre, N. Y., was averted last 
week when house management 
agreed to re-negotiate with the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
for pay hikes to chorus. Negotia- 
tions will resume when Dave Katz, 


| American vaude and caf OUFr. | 
Roxy house manager, returns from . afe t over the country. Should the new 


a Florida vacation. AGVA had pre- 
viously threatened to pull out tal- 
ent when negotiations broke down. 
Since then the management agreed 
to resume dickerings. 

Union is presently seeking to get 
the 65 chorus members a $10 
weekly raise. Present scales call 
for $45 and range after four years 
to a $65 scale. AGVA is seeking a 
$55-$75 scale. Also being sought is 
five days vacation after 28 working 
days instead of the five-day hiatus 
after 35 consecutive working days. 
Scales would affect dancing, sing- 
ing and skating choruses. 

Negotiations started several 
months ago when a group of Roxy 
chorus members petitioned the 
union to negotiate for an increased 
scale. Chorus committees were im- 
mediately set up and confabs with 
the management started. 


New Syndicate Will 
Take Over Million $ 
Pier, Atlantic City 


Atlantic City, Feb. 15. 

A group of local and New York 
men will operate the Million Dol- 
lar pier this summer, according to 
William Charlton, local attorney 
and counsel for the group. 
ton said a five-year lease would be 
signed this week. George J. Cos- 
tello, of New York, heads the syn- 
dicate of lessees. 

A fleet of excursion boats will be 
operated from Pier 1 on the Hud- 
son river, N. Y., to the pier. The 
boats, four in number, would each 
have capacity for 500 passengers. 

The new operators will spend 
$100,000 for repairs on the pier to 
ready it for operation this sum- 
mer. 





Charl- | 


Joan Brandon Unit Pacted 
| For Latin-American Tour 


| Joan Brandon, magico and band- 
| leader, is taking a unit on a Latin- 


Miss Brandon’s magic show will 
|open in Havana late this month 
and will then hit Venezuela, Pan- 
; ama, Chile and Brazil. 

| Dates set up by the Stan Willis 
agency, N. Y., are on a guarantee 
and percentage. 





| 
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Franco-US. Vaude 


Reciprocal Deal 


French percenter Felix Marouani 
has joined the U. S. Dept. of Com- 
merce and the Dept. of State in the 
attempt to revive the American 
Guild of Variety Artists deal with 
the French government whereby 
Yank performers will be permitted 
{to take out 50% of their earnings 


from French theatres and cafes. In | 


return, Gallic performers playing | 
in the U. S. will have to remit their 
‘earnings to a French bank of their 
|own designation after deduction of 
living expenses. Deal is in the 
works for Gallic artists to sign an | 
agreement with the French govern- | 
ment stipulating willingness to} 


} 


to work in the U. S. is granted. 


Marouani, Paris agent, who reps 
the William Morris. office’ in 
France, and Morris office execs. 
Deal was originally worked out 
more than a year ago, according to 
Marouani, by Clifford C. Fischer, 
but never was put into practice 
because of a _ misunderstanding. 
Marouani declared that AGVA 
originally suggested the scheme 
and it was accepted by the Office 
des Changes, government organi- 
zation for all international finance. 
AGVA declares, however. that it 


It would feature, in addition to) (Continued on page 53) 


new rides, exhibits and the latest 
in amusements and entertainment.’ 
including vaudeville, motion pic- 
tures, television shows and other | 
acts in the big Hippodrome and | 
the adjacent theatre. 

While ship passengers will dis- | 
embark or embark at the pier, | 
they will be free to come and go. 
to other points of interest. In ef-| 
fect a new transportation method | 
between here and New York will 
be added. Costello will inaugu-| 
rate moonlight sails, fishing and | 
sightseeing trips by boats oper- | 
ated by the pier as an added at- 
traction. 


George Hamid, Sr., who operated | 
the pier for the past several years, | 
withdrew after last season when, | 
as he explained, the owners refused | 
to go along with an extensive ren- | 
ovation job. Hamid operates Steel 
pier. 





AGVA NIXES ICE SHOW’S — 





LATE BIZ DECLINE 
HITS N. Y. NITERIES 


If present trends continue N. Y. 
bonifaces may yet rename night 
clubs dinner clubs. For the past 
year late business has_ been 
dwindling. The majority of cafes 
have been getting a smaller late 
play. 

Most niteries had a 2 a.m. show. 
Except for the Copacabana, N. Y.., 
cafes now send performers home 
alter the midnight show. 

Since the war and the end of 
easy money, it’s figured that the 
majority of the former stayups 
don’t stay up any more. 

The supper clubs, however, con- 
tinue to get after-theatre trade. 
Spots like the Blue Angel and Le 


| Ruban Bleu have been able to con-— 
tinue with late trade. 


Loss of the stayup biz is a 


; ; 
CUFFO WEST POINT DATE ‘vus'sreesentiy "drinkin 


| crowd which is the profitable type 


Annual appearance of cast from 
the Center theatre, N. Y., ice show 


for the cafes. Cafemen say that 
dinner trade alone couldn’t sup- | 


last Monday (14) at West Point, | port big talent operations. 


’. Y., was washed out by the in- 
Sistence of the American Guild of | 
Variety Artists that full club-date 
rates be paid the performer. For 


the last six years, the Center ice | 


show has gone to West Point at the 


invitation of the U. S. Military | 


Academy on a gratis basis. The 
cast from “Howdy Mr. Ice,” cur- 
rent ice show at the Center, would 
have been given their transporta- 
tion, meals and would have been 
hosted by the Academy. 

The Army already had spent sev- 
eral hundred dollars for invita- 
tions, for a special reception and 
Production for the appearance of 
the show. Consequently, it had no 
additional funds to meet the de- 
mands of Dewey Barto, AGVA na- 
tional administrative secretary, 
that cast be paid. 
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Mary Small Quits Vaudeo 
Show for Nitery Tour 


Mary Small has cancelled out 
of the vaudeo show, “American 
Minstrels of 1949,” to go on a 
initery tour. She opens Friday 
/(18) at the Chez Paree, Chicago. | 
| Switch came when she signed 
with the Abner Greshler agency, | 
after switching from the Ed Wolfe) 
office. 


| 





| Jack Durant and Willie Shore 
i sailed for England to appear in 
the Emile Littler production, “Lat- 
‘in Quarter,” opening at the Ca- 
sino theatre, London, March 19. 


ee ee ee ee 


transfer earnings before permission | Mass. Performers 


Plan is now being worked out | 
with AGVA in New York by Felix | 


* 
Registry Law sci tang tsi 


year who® had no idea that they | 





| Current year is being regarded 
as a crucial time for vaudeville. 
Now that vaude has at least 15 
weeks which it didn’t have last 
season, success of these operations 
are being watched by operators all 


Miller Back From Miami To 


Set Riviera, N.J., Opening 

Bill Miller did a quickie to New 
York last week from his Miami 
sunning to take care of a few de- 
tails attendant to the reopening of 
his Riviera in Fort Lee, N. J., April 
27. Danny Thomas reopens the 
roadery. 

Miller reports that the Florida 
cafe. situation hasn’t changed any 


policy be successful, it’s regarded 
that vaude may achieve that long- 
'awaited comeback. 

| Key to the situation is the Schine 
circuit, which last week opened 
up several new houses in Ohio. from earlier in the season; there 
Circuit now has nine weeks of play-| are plenty of visitors, but few 
ing time, At that, it’s not an en-! spenders. 


itirely fair test, inasmuch as there | 
are several gaps to be filled. Some ~ . 
Midwest Spots 
* e 
Intime Policy 


jumps are as long as 300 miles, 
since the circuit now extends from 
Chicago, Feb. 15. 
Nitery bookings in the midwest 





upper New York to Kentucky. It’s 
a difficult assignment for the Al & 
Belle Dow agency to book the| 
houses, but so far, there have been | 
no lapses. 
| In addition to the Schine circuit, | 
the Loew circuit has added Buf- 


falo, Cleveland, Waterbury, Rich- aye undergoing a radical change 
mond and Norfolk. Other ventures with emphasis on the intimate 
‘include the Century circuit, which entertainment policy. Local pic- 


|has spotted vaude at the Patio, 
Brooklyn, while Siritzky. chain has 
Continued on page 52) 


Ask Repeal Of 


ture, since the war, has been heavy 
with usual run of comic musical 
trios, comics of other types, and 
the perennial strippers. With the 
exception of occasional singles, 
midwest has no nitery similar to 
Le Ruban Bleu in New York. 





ing a policy of ‘‘new faces.” 

Club Lido, South Bend, Ind., is 
teeing off with Rita Ohman, and 
Christina, brought in from New 
York. Hotel Kilbourn, Milwaukee, 


and Club Cairo, Chicago, are also 


| Fa According to Stan Haid, Lido 
Boston, Feb. 15. — operator, who brought in N. Y. acts 
One of Massachusetts’ anti-Red he caught there recently, “the 
laws was up for repeal here last | old-type of bistro entertainment no 
week with Noble and King, singer longer pays off. The people are 
Bobby Wayne and others testify- tired of names that don’t pay off, 
ing on behalf of show biz that the it’s entertainment they want.” In 
law requiring actors and other per- addition, the swank eatery, Le 
formers to file their right names Bouef Sur Le Toit, Chicago, which 
with the Commissioner of Public seats less than 30 people, has 
Safety is discriminatory and use- booked Lucienne Kirk, French 
less. chanteuse. 
Rep. Daniel Rudstein of Boston | 


Sf Violations bor ontestain secs GODFREY CONTINUES 
PITCH FOR VAUDEVILLE 


Arthur Godfrey who has become 





could be tabbed for $100 fines for | 
every performance they gave un-} 
less they had so registered their | 


legal names. It would be impossi- vaudeville entrepreneur in ad- | 


ble to enumerate the entertainers, dition to work in other fields, is 
and show people who have either “sing his radio and tele listeners 
passed through Massachusetts for nde : : 
isolated benefits or have appeared ave live shows. Initial pitch 
for a week or so at a nitery or made last week is in keeping with 
vaude bouse. his appeal made on the Capitol 
‘ theatre 
Noble told the committee on (oy: sical 
legal affairs that it was impossible epee re wre eaerey we 
for show people to comply with clares during his personals that 
the law, not only because of pro- rt sera Ana the development of 
cedure but because of the difficul- talent have dried up, and co 9 
ties of traveling arrangements, the reopening of more playing 
etc., Miss King stated her real oe ’ P + 
name was Virginia Willis, but she ., @°4!rey will continue to do mis- 
had toured all over Europee with slonary work for more vaudeville 
the USO during the war with with two units he’s seding out on 
Frances King as her I. D. card. the road. Col. Stoopnagle | (PF. 
“If that’s good enough for the Chase Taylor) will head the pack- 
U. S.” she said, “it ought to be 28° current at the Capitol when | 


good enough for Massachusetts.” it makes a swing of western thea- 


SOP HIE TUCKER BOOKED inally slated to head the western | 
SOLID UNTIL NEXT MA 


unit, but film commitments forced 
him to drop that assignment. Dates | 
previously booked for the east are 

Sophie Tucker has_ bookings 
that will run into May. She’s al- 
ready ticketed for the Latin Casi- 


being postponed. 
no. Philadelphia, Feb. 28; Beverly 


Gene Autry’s Boff $14,252 
Hills Country Club, Newport, Ky.., In Two Shows at Albany 
March 18; Town Casino, Buffalo, 


Albany, Feb. 15. 
April 4, and the Club Charles, 
Baltimore, April 19. 


William Morris agency is cur- 
rently lining up a batch of spring 
and summer dates for the vet 
songstress. 








in two performances at $2.50 top, 


«State Armory Thursday (10). 

It was the second highest gross | 
of the present tour, which! 
started in Amarillo, Tex., in Jan-| 
uary. Autry cancelled a date in 
Scranton, Pa., to try Albany, where 
he had never appeared before in| 
person. : 





SABLON’S PALM BEACH DATE 


The Biltmore hotel, Palm Beach, 
institutes a name talent policy to- 


day (‘Wed.) with Jean Sablon and Paul Re 
gan has been booked for 

the Henry Busse Orch. a tour of the Tivoli circuit, Aus-| 
It’s the first show to be played tralia. starting April 18 at the. 
by this hospice. ‘ Tivoli theatre, Melbourne, 


eave eraeeueerte “er . . . . . . “*-*. “Ae. ** “see . 





However, three clubs are institut- | 


to patronize only theatres that ' 


N. Y., stage, where he’s | 


Gene Autry drew a boff $14,252. 
with a 75¢ tap for children, at the | 


IN GOMEBAGK’ Biz, But Hotel Rooms, Legits Unaffected 


Philadelphia, Feb. 15. 

Badly hit by weather and the 
general slump in biz, night life 
here was plowed under when the 
Philadelphia Transportation Co. 
strikers took their trolleys, buses 
and trains back into the barns and 
garages and left them there. 

The strike, which broke Thurs- 
day (10) at midnight, did not land 
with full force because of normally 
heavy weekend business. But the 
over-all picture was far from good. 

With the strike already in its 
fifth day of deadlock and the Yel- 
low Cab strike having started 
Monday night (14), thus taking 
jaway the last means of public 
|transportation, the night clubs 
face their gloomiest week. 

Several spots wanted to shutter 
until strikes were settled. Their 
hopes were shattered by the house 
unions. Frank Liuzzi, president of 
local 77, American Federation of 
Musicians, said that all clubs would 
be forced to live up to their con- 
tracts—which meant the _ tooters 
would have to be paid whether the 
cafes operated or not. 

Fred Nerret, national represen- 
tative of the American Guild of Va- 


| riety Artists, said that he would 


insist on all AGVA contracts being 

|lived up to. Nerret took the atti- 
tude that the club owners knew the 
transit strike was impending, and 
Continued on page 52) 





NLRB Rules Cafe Acts 
Not Within T-H Act 
In Hub AGVA Dispute 


Boston, Feb. 15. 

Acts working in cafes have been 
declared to be beyond jurisdiction 
of the Taft-Hartley law, according 
to a decision last week by the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board. De- 
cision stressed the fact.that there’s 
no interstate aspects in cafe jobs, 
consequently the T-H law does 
not apply in this instance. 

Decision was handed down fol- 
lowing a complaint to the NLRB 
by five Boston performers, who 


/charged the American Guild of 
' Variety Artists with unfair labor 


practices. 

While decision is in keeping 
with the U. S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals decision in the Max Hart 
vs. Keith-Albee case in the ’'20s 
and the Conley vs. Gallo decision 
in 1946, the NLRB decision so far 
affects only cafe performers. 

The NLRB decision does not 
resolve all AGVA difficulties in 
Boston. Same group of performers 
which brought AGVA up on unfair 
charges is currently in the Boston 
courts seeking to have the results 
of AGVA’s election set aside on 
the grounds of undemocratic pro- 
cedure. Freddie Dale, who was 
dismissed by the AGVA and who 
set up an AGVA branch of his 
own, is still operating in the area, 
pending outcome of the trial on 
this issue in New York supreme 
court. 


PAULA LAWRENCE INTO 
DELMONICO, N. Y., CAFE 


Paula Lawrence, comedienne 
who's also been understudying Bea- 
trice Lillie in “Inside U.S.A.” at 
the Majestic, N. Y¥., goes into the 
Cafe Delmonico, N. Y., next Thurs- 
day (24). Legit musical’s final 
Broadway show is Saturday (19) 
prior to its national tour, but she’s 
not going out with it. 

John Martin, who initiated the 
cafe’s entertainment policy with 
the continental chanteuse, Greta 
Keller, has stepped out of the 
room’s' management. Operations 
will be carried on by Hotel Del- 
monico’s own personnel. 








Sinatra’s London Date? 

Frank Sinatra may play the Pal- 
ladium, London, this summer. It’s 
likely he’ll play four weeks and 
take a vacation abroad before re- 
turning to the U. S. 

Music Corp. of America is ne 
gotiating the deal. 
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Cafes Getting Stiff Opposish 





Vaude-Cafe Dates 








into the Roxy, 


From After-Hours Bottle Clubs »< scist*s. sis, B= 


Philadelphia, Feb. 15. + 


The Swan Club shuttered in the | 
after-New Year’s blight which hit | 
cafe business here, reopened) 
Thursday (10) night as a private, 
club. 

The spot’s new name is the Blue | 
Ribbon Social Club and it is open. 
with music (Charley Mohacey’s 
orchestra) nightly, and floorshows 
on weekends. Admission is by 
membership only. 


The Blue Ribbon Club adds an- 
other to the town’s growing list 
of membership clubs, which have 
prospered, because of local “blue 
laws’’—closed Sundays, 2 a.m. 
shuttering other days, and tax- 
free food and drink. 

Philly’s private clubs, which re- 
mind of London’s bottle clubs, and 
of Prohibition era speaks, have 
more elastic hours than the li- 
censed spots and are open Sundays 
—a big item. In addition, private 
club patrons don’t have to ante 
up the 30% tax, but escape with 
a mod:st 5% tap. | 

Trend to private clubs, cafe men 
claim, is directly attributable to 
the tax and closing hours. Mem-' 
bership places reap a harvest on 
Saturday nights. All licensed bars 
have to close at midnight, and the 
only place you can get a drink is 
in the private spots. 

Rules on joining are simple, gen- 
erally all the prospective member 
needs is $10 and to be. proposed. 
Annual dues run about $10. Some 
of the town’s showplaces are now 
private clubs, the best known be- | 
ing the 2-4 Club (formerly the 
Mocambo), the CR Club, in back 
of Palumbo’s, the Dagmar, Vesper, 
Mercantile Literary Assn., and Mo- | 
ravian Dining Club. | 





| 
New Pitt Nitery | 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 15. 

Downtown Pittsburgh is going to 
get a new supper club in a few 
months when Jackson Building 
goes up in heart of theatre district 
on site of old structure, which 
burned down last winter. Long- 
term lease has been taken on the 
basement by Alan F. Clark, owner 
of Penn-McKee Hotel, McKees- 
port. 

Several weeks ago, Clark started 
going in for entertainment at 
Penn-McKee after that spot had 
had nothing but music in its bar 
lounge, and has since played some 
top talent.. 


| 














HELENE and HOWARD 


Currently 


PEACOCK CLUB 
JACKSONVILLE, FLA. 














COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 


“The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 
Nos. 1 to 22 @ $1.00 each 
(Order in Sequence Only) 


SPECIAL: The First 13 Files 
for $8.00!!! 
3 DIFFERENT BOOKS OF PARODIES 
(10 im Eaeh Book) $10 per Book 


Send lec for lists of other comedy 
material, songs, parodies. minstrel 
patter, black-outs, ete. NO C€.0.D.'S, 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54 St., N. ¥. 19. Clrele 7-1130 
—Every Day Including Sundays— 





Peretz Sells His Interest 
In Music Bowl, Chi Nitery 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 


Jack Peretz sold his interest in 
the Music Bowl to his partners, 
Bernie Miller and Jack Rizzo, last 
week for undisclosed sum. Peretz 
will resume operation of the Rag 
Doll, northside bistro, with name 
attractions, with Nellie Lutcher, 
sepia songstress, set for Feb. 28. 

Music Bow! opened Christmas 
Eve on the site of the former 
China Doll. 


Sammy Walsh Pacted 
To Top Ankara, Pitt, Shows 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 15. 
As a result of his click at Ankara 
in December, when he was booked 
in for two weeks and stayed five, 
Sammy Walsh, vaude and cafe 
comic, will return to Charlie Ja- 
mal’s room when it reopens late 





,in April on a salary and percent- | 


age arrangement. Walsh will head 
the shows and pick his supporting 
acts as well as act as general host 
for 400-seat room. 

Closed since middle of last 
month for overhauling job, Ankara 
plans to go in for name attractions 
under the Walsh aegis. He has a 
wide local following as a result of 
steady engagements in town’s lead- 
ing spots over past two decades. 











N. Y., March 21. 

Rose Marie dated for the Latin 
_ Quarter, Boston, March 13; Palum- 
| bo’s, Philadelphia, March 27, and 
Town Casino, Buffalo, April 4. 
| Dorothy Shay into the Beverly 
| Hills Country Club, Newport, Ky., 
March 8. 

Jackie Cooper plays date at the 
Orpheum theatre, Omaha, March 
bi 

Rudy Vallee will break in his 
vaude act at the State, Hartford, 
Feb. 19, prior coming into the 
Roxy, Feb. 22. 

Frances Langford and Jon Hall 


ticketed for the Albee, Cincinnati, 


March 24. 

Vivian Blaine at Olympia, Miami, 
| March 9. 

Zero Mostel into El Rancho, Las 
Vegas, March 2. 


AGVA, FWC SETTLE 
HASSLE OVER AMS 


Los Angeles, Feb. 15. 





Taylor Heads ABC 





| Settlement was reached between 
| the American Guild of Variety Art- 
| ists and Fox West Coast on the 
| theatre circuit’s use of amateur. 
‘talent on its stages. 

| From now on, FWC will use pro- 
fessional emcees in 15 of its thea- 
'tres staging Talent Quest shows 
‘and will pay AGVA a set fee for 
each show. 





Chi Act Dept. 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 

Frank Taylor moves into Joe 
Glaser’s Associated Booking Corp, 
branch here in charge of the act 
department. At the same time, 
ABC is preparing to move its of- 
fices, on March 1, to quarters about 
three times as large as the current 
setup. 

Taylor, at one time head of his 
own agency business in Detroit, 





New 24-Acre Amus. Park 
| For Reynoldsburg, 0. 
Columbus, O., Feb. 15. 

Work will be started soon on a 
| 24-acre amusement park located on 
|Route 40 west of Reynoldsburg, 
about 10 miles east of here, it was 
| announced last week. Park will in- 


|atre booker here. 


Roger Ray starts British tour at| clude an outdoor theatre, riding 
Glasgow, Feb. 21, and plays Pal-;|club and bridle paths, indoor and 
ladium, London, March 14. 

Mary Small ticketed for Danny | skating rink. 


‘outdoor dance halls and an ice | 
| several other artists. 


Thomas show at Riviera, Ft. Lee, 
N. J., late April or early May. 

Phil Foster set for Vine Gardens, 
Chicago, Feb. 24. 

Florence Desmond into the Cap- 
itol, N. Y., April 21. 


Agent Nat Nazarro 
Files $100,000 Libel 


Action vs. Harlem Sheet 


Agent Nat Nazarro has filed a 
$100,000 damage suit against the 
New Amsterdam News, Harlem 
newspaper, claiming that sheet 
libeled him in an article charging 
unethical practice in management 
of Negro performers. 

Newspaper in the Dec. 4 “Back 














Phill Transport | 


Continued from page 51 je 


; Signed the acts, anyway, therefore 


they would have to fulfill their 
obligation. 

Terrific auto traffic and the su- 
burban trains of the Pennsylvania 
and the Reading railroads helped 
give the center city an appearance 
of life Friday and Saturday nights. 
and the film houses, theatres. cafes 
and restaurants all did better than 
they expected. 


Legit Biz Holds Up 


“Oklahoma!” at the Shubert was 
the standout attraction, and ap- 
parently unaffected by the transit 
strike. What few seats were turned 
in by customers unable to reach 
the theatre were promptly gobbled 
| up by the line at the boxoffice. 
Similarly, “Make Mine Manhattan” 
|enjoyed its heaviest business of 
the run on the last two evenings at 
the Forrest. Advance sales were 
held responsible for the business 
at the two musicals. Norman 
Granz’s “Jazz at the Philharmonic” 
was a sellout at the Academy of 
Music Saturday night. 

Frank Palumbo, nitery operator, 
said all six of his spots enjoyed 
| good business Friday and great 
| business Saturday night. Led by 
‘the Click flagship, which had Vic 
Damone and Dean Hudson’s or- 
chestra for a draw, Palumbo said 
all his clubs—20th Century, Ciro’s, 
Club 13, Palumbo’s and the CR 
Club—had their customary Satur- 
day night crowds. 

On the other hand, Rudy Vallee, 
the town’s leading cafe attraction, 
did slim biz at the Latin Casino, 
where they counted only 370 cov- 
|ers at dinner and supper shows 


combined Saturday night, and 
Thursday and Friday nights biz 
was under that figure. Cocktail 


lounges and the big dancéhalls, 
which depend almost entirely on 
the trolley and subway trade, were 
hit hardest. 

Least affected were the hotel 
rooms and class dining places, like 
the Embassy, Chanticleer and Glass 
Door, where the patrons all live 
within walking distance or own 
_ automobiles. 
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A NEW THOUGHT 


VAL 
and 


PAT 


Special comedy materia! 





DEST! 


written 
Musica! arrangements by Manny Blanc. 


Personal Direction: JULES ZIEGLER 
545 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 


IN MENTAL FEATS 


by Art Paul and Ray Alien. 


Publicity, Dick Falk. 


MU 2-2080 








Door Stuff” column by Allan Me- 
Millan carried a story that a Negro 
performer Dolores Springs, known 
professionally as Baby Dee, was of- 
|fered a contract by Nazarro in 
which the agent allegedly asked 
for everything “including her right 
arm and 30%” for managing her. 
Article continued, “She refused to 
sign for which she rates a medal.” 
The Powell Savoy Corp., which 
owns newspaper, filed a motion for 
dismissal on the grounds of insuf- 
ficient evidence. Motion for dis- 
missal will be heard next week in 
the New York supreme court. 


Adler’s British Tour 


Larry Adler will open his British 





| Known as Valley Ranch Park, 
ithe recreation center will be built 
|around a dance hall now in use| 
ithere, according to co-promoters | 
| Louis J. Peppe and Irving Nance, | 
| operators of Valley Dale dance hall 
here. 

Planned as the largest attraction 
|in the amusement center is a stage 
|and bleachers for presentation of 
, hillbilly and mountain music in 
continuous performance policy. 








Potson Loses Tax Appeal, 
| Must Serve 2-Yr. Term 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 

Mike Potson, former operator of 
Colisimo’s, last week lost his ap- 
| peal for probation on income tax | 
evasion conviction. He was given 
/until March 1 to clean up affairs | 
by Judge Phillip Sullivan in Chi 
| Federal court, and then start serv- 
‘ing a two year sentence. Potson 
was found quilty last April of! 
|evading payment of $162,166 in in- | 
come taxes fram 1940 through | 
| 1943. 
| Bistro owner’s attorney pleaded 
| for probation claiming that the 66- | 
-year-old defendant was ill and 


that he had offered to compromise | 


|his tax liabilities. Government | 
| prosecutor brought out Potson had 
|offered $45,000 to settle claim, 
| which was not acceptable to gov- 
/ ernment inasmuch as Potson is be-| 
| lieved to be worth $600,000. | 


| | 


has been with Charles Hogan, the- 
He leaves that 
spot to join Freddy Williamson and 
the other men at ABC. Taylor 
was with Music Corp. of America 
in New York for a while a couple 
years ago. He sold out his Detroit 
operation to MCA and became an 
assistant to Johnny Dugan, when 
Dugan headed the theatre booking. 

Taylor handles Gypsy Rose Lee, 
Bonnie Baker, Bobby Breen and 





| Billie Holiday Indicted On 


Drug Rap, Bail Set at 2'4,G 


San Francisco, Feb. 15. 

The San Francisco County grand 
jury last week indicted Billie Hol- 
iday, sepia songstress now ap- 
pearing at Cafe Society, for 
possession of opium and her bail 
was raised from $500 to $2,500 
cash. 

Deputy District Attorney Elton 
Lawless urged the higher bail, 
which was subsequently set at the 
$2,500 figure by Judge Cronin, 
when he explained to the court 
that Miss Holiday is soon due to 
close her engagement at Cafe So- 
ciety and leave for a Vancouver 
date. 

Miss Holiday and her manager, 
John Levy, were arrested in the 
Mark Twain hotel, Jan. 22 when 
an alleged opium pipe was found 
in her possession, along with some 
of the narcotic. She is now at 
liberty on the charge with ar- 
raignment set for Wed. (16). 





Tallulah Bankhead, Willie Bry- 
ant, Thelma Carpenter, Delta 
Rhythm Boys, Larry Doby, Peter 
Donald, Joey Faye, Eddie Heyward, 
Bob Heyward, Ilona Massey, Lucky 
Millinder, Lucy Monroe, Robert 


' Morley, Al Schacht, Maxine Sulli- 


van, Earl Wilson, Teddy Wilson 
and Josh White are among those 
slated to appear at the midnight 
benefit Monday (21) for USO at 
Loew’s Victoria in Harlem. 











tour at the Hippodrome, Birming- | : ‘ 
Schine Chain 


ham, April 18. Harmonica player | 
follows with successive weeks at | 
Nottingham, Finsbury, Glasgow | Continued from page 51 
Brighton, Leeds, Newcastle, Shef- |. 





| 
| 


field and Liverpool, winding up 
July 4. 

British dates are being played 
sans Adler’s concert and vaude 
partner, dancer Paul Draper. They 
play separate engagements periodi- 
cally. 

Harry Foster agency, London, ar- 
ranged the tour with the William 
Morris agency. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., Feb. 15. 

Argue Dickerson and his Honey 
Dippers (with Ray Cully, Larry 
King and Roy Tibbs), appearing at 
Durgan’s nitery here, gave an 
hours’ show for the patients of the 
Will Rogers, which was enjoyed 
by all. 

The Amazing Mr. Ballantine 
(Carl Kessler) in for check-up and | 
given an all-clear. He left for 
Miami where he opens a vaude 
tour. 

_Andy Grainger in from Boston 
pind plane for the Bob-Sled con- 
ests. 





installed stageshows at Majestic, | 
Brooklyn. Paramount is eyeing | 
‘more time and Warners have been | 
'attempting to open houses in Phil- | 
adelphia, Pittsburgh, Passaic and) 
Elizabeth. Spot shows have been | 
| booked for these houses, but con- | 
‘tinuous policy will not be set until | 
agreements can be reached with | 
the American Federation of Musi- | 
cians. | 
| It’s felt that vaudeo has paved, 
the way for increased interest in 
vaudeville. Proof of this conten-| 
tion is that of some of the Schine | 
houses in towns where there’s an | 
inadequate supply of musicians. , 
Such houses provide only piano | 
accompaniment, but still play to} 
healthy grosses. 


However, vaude’s current come- 
back is due primarily to Govern- 
ment’s anti-trust actions. Schines | 
were forced to relinquish some of 
their holdings and create competi- 
tive situations. 

Another factor is the shortage 
of films. Studios aren’t turning out 
a sufficient amount of product be- 








Larry Kent, comedian in from 
Montreal for a skiing weekend | 
with Carl Kessler. After ogling | 
the lodge and mitting fhe gang he | 
left for Norfolk. | 

John Binkley, of Lancaster, Pa., | 
who beat the rap here, putting on 
puppet shows for kiddies to aid 
March of Dimes drive. 

A. B. “Tony” Anderson, manager 
of the Pontiac theatre, will run for | 


¢re-election as mayor next month. | 


Frank LaMont and _ Ralph | 
Beaudry, stagehands from Mon- | 
_treal, stopped off to ogle the lodge | 
‘and bedside chat with Victor | 


Gamba. 

Doris Carey new arrival for 
checkup and observation at the 
Rogers. 

Ethel Jones, ex-vaudevillian, 


now wardrobe designer for ice- 
shows, 
winter. 

Write to those who are ill. 


here for the balance of 





cause of a variety of reasons, one 
being loss of foreign markets. | 
Many exhibitors cannot get a suf- | 
ficient number of RONEy ANG | 


pictures for all bills. 





(Adv.) 





Injured - Stage dancer - Geane 
Emerson, better known to the 
stage and screen as Golanda 
Gomez, was hospitalized when 
she tore several ligaments in 
her shoulder and dislocated 
groin of the right hip due to 
an automobile accident. As a 
result of her injuries she was 
compelled to cancel contract 
for her scheduled bookings for 
the West Coast. 
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Sepia Talent Policy 
In Miami Beach: 


Fails to Pay Off 
Monte Carlo Folds 





Miami, , Feb. 15. + 
Pioneer in presentation of col- 
ored shows in Florida, the Monte 
Carlo failed to open last week- 
end, after struggling for biz for 
several weeks. 
The club, in which local orch 
leader Tony -Lopez invested his | 
savings, had teed off some weeks 


ago to healthy biz, drawn by the| 
Ink Spots in the preem show. How- | 
ever, patronage fell off badly after 
first week, with Bill Robinson and 
then Ella Fitzgerald working to 
almost empty houses. Some blame | 
the failure of the club to draw 
to its out o fthe way location. 
Also, it is pointed out, the caliber 
of the supporting shows were too | 
weak to help in the heavy competi- | 
tion with the Beach and mainland 
niteries that offer top ofay names. 


Only other spots to book Negro 
acts are the Clover Club, where 
Cah Calloway closes this week, 
with spot reverting to former ofay 
policy, and the Paddock, on the | 
Beach, which introed an all-colored 
revue last week headed by Stepin 
Fetchit and which is not doing 
the business expected. Understood | 
the Paddock ops also will change | 
to former policy after package 
plays out its contract. 








Youngstown Nitery Op 
Cleared of Bribery Rap 


Youngstown, Feb. 15. 

Paul Alvino, nitery operator, was 
cleared by the grand jury Feb. 1 
of attempting to bribe two state 
liquor enforcement agents. Grand 
jury returned a no bill in the case. 

The two agents charged Alvino | 
offered them $105 in August, 1947, 
to keep them from bringing liquor 
license violations before the state 
liquor board. Alvino, in turn, 
charged them with soliciting a 
bribe. The two agents were found 
guilty May 25, 1948, and sentenced 
to from one to 10 years. 


JACK PARKER 


“THE JACK 
OF CLUBS" 


2nd Week 
AMERICA 
THEATRE 


Havana 











Management: 


TOM FITZPATRICK 
Bookings: 


WM. MORRIS 
AGENCY 




















Manny Opper 


that new comedian 


92nd Week 
Hollywood Show Lounge 
Chicago | 
Pers. Mgt.: IRV LEVIN 

















ihe felt 
, would only be fair considering the 
| prices at which some liquor per- 


Too Much Bicycling 

Because of current radio and 
television commitments, Paul 
Winchell has dropped out of 
current engagement at the Mu- 
sic Hall, N. Y., after four 
weeks. While appearing there 
in stageshow with “Letter to 
Three Wives” on screen, Win- 
chell has been on a bike trying 
to make his radio and TV 
shows. 

Lane Bros. replace him in 
stageshow, which starts its fifth 
week tomorrow (Thurs.). 








Slapsy Maxie’s, L.A., 
Shutters Temporarily: 


No Name Talent Available 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 


Searcity of availble name talent 
prompted Slapsy Maxie’s to close 


Sunday night (13) following wind- | 
up of Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis | 


stand. Duration of the shutdown 
will depend upon current negotia- 
tions for headline acts. 


Nitery has definite commitments | 


for Jack Cole Dancers and Lena 
Horne for late spring dates, but 


| has been unable to ink satisfactory 


top names for the intervening pe- 
riod. Slapsy’s reopened New Year’s 
Eve after a seven-week shutdown 
following a _ hassle with Spike 
Jones, who stalked out after six 
nights of a scheduled 
stand because no bond had been 
posted with AGVA. Beef was 
squared for $10,500, one week’s 
pay. 





OHIO PLANS 50% HIKE 


ON BOOZE LICENSES 


Columbus, O., Feb. 15. 
Bills to increase the cost of state 
liquor licenses by 50% were intro- 
duced in the Ohio Senate and 


|House Thursday (3) following an- 


nouncement by Gov. Frank J. 


| Lausche that such a move had his 


full support. Income from _ this 
source, which would be used for 
aid to cities, would total approx- 


imately $3,800,000. 


Gov. Lausche pointed out that 
an upward adjustment 


mits have been sold. 
“The licensee who operates a 


bar selling all types of liquor from | laa 
‘morning until midnight,” the Gov- | 


ernor asserted, “pays a license fee | 
of $400. Thousands of persons in 
Ohio are trying to obtain licenses 
of that character. The person who) 
is fortunate enough to obtain one 
reportedly can sell it without de- | 
jlay for at least $10,000. If these. 


‘appears clearly that the license is 
worth more than $400.” 





Alan Carney —- for Music | 
| Hall, N. Y., Feb. 
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Lenny Colyer 
Club, Feb. 22, after resting after 
|eye op . Funatics open tonight | 
(15) at Bowmans, Aurora, Ill. 
Hoctor and Byrd terp at Hotel 
Chase, St. Louis, beginning March 
18 .. . Silver Frolics’ entire show 
with Harmonicats, Jayne Walton, 
and Stan Irwin, reprise their rou- 
tines over WGN-TV tonight. Vine 
Gardens booked Phil Foster as 
headliner for its Feb. 25 show with | 
| Martin Barnett and Ginger Kinney 
also featured. . Judy Kelly re- 
newed another five weeks at the 
Bandbox . Judy Talbot moves 
rover to the Club Chateau, Lyons, 
|Ill., from Cuban Village, Feb. 16 
|. . . Harmonicats join Woody Her- 
'man orch for Circle, Indianapolis 
theatre date March 3 Swiss 
Chalet Bismarck hotel, offer The 
| Maxime, and Charles & Janet for 
|new show starting Feb. 17 
|Clayton Bergman takes over per- 
sonal management of Jack Fulton, 
composer and singer. 


Havana-Madrid 
Fights for License 


The Havana-Madrid’s, N. Y., 
weekend butiness was saved Fri- 
day (11) by a last-minute tempo- 
rary injunction issued by N. Y. 
Supreme Court Justice Henry Clay 
Greenberg ordering the N. Y. State 
Liquor Authority to show cause 
why a license should not be issued 
to Angel Lopez, cafe’s operator. 

SLA notified Lopez on Friday 
that his liquor license had been re- 
voked effective immediately be- 
cause he failed to note on his ap- 
plication that he had been ar- 
| rested in 1945 on an assault charge 
| involving a cafe patron. Some cus- | 
| tomers were turned away the early 
part of the evening, but spot de-| 
cided to operate sans liquor sales, | 

At 10 p.m. Lopez got the temporary 
order signed and liquor sales re- 
sumed. Temporary order was ef- 
fective until yesterday (Tues.) when 
a 30-day restraining order was ap- 
plied for in the supreme court. 
An SLA spokesman said that it’s 
customary to give more _ notice 
than given Lopez, but said that the 
mail was slow and the Havana- 

Madrid got its mail notification al- 

most simultaneously with the ar- 

rival of an SLA inspector at the 
nitery. 

















Franco-U.S. 


Continued from page 51 —— 
/mever was informed of the ap-. 


| proval. Marouani is now in New 
| York to square the thing away. 








Misunderstanding came to light | 


when Marouani imported Duke 
| Ellington and was informed by the 
/OC that he couldn’t remit any of | 
| his earnings to the U. S. because 


licenses have that type of value, it! AGVA had never confirmed the ex- | 


oe deal. It informed Maroua- 

, however, that it is still willing 
ro make the deal if AGVA gives its 
okay. As token of its good will 
in the matter, it allowed another 
| Marouani client, Katherine Dun- 
| ham, to send to the U. S. 25% of 
her $6,000 take. U. S. Embassy in 
'Paris interceded for the dancers 
| with the OD. 

French exchange officials also 
/previously had permitted 25% of 
| their earnings to be exported by 
| Laurel & Hardy, who were in 
France for four weeks at $10.000 a 
week; Borrah Minevitch, two weeks 
at $4,500 weekly, and Nicholas 
Bros., five weeks at $2.500. OC 
| pointed out, on the other hand, 
|that no French performer in the 
past year had transferred one cent 
to France out of earnings in the 
U.S. List includes such American 
successes as Maurice Chevalier, 
Edith Piaf and Les Compagnons de 
la Chanson... It is to make sure 
that some of this coin is remitted 
to France that the French exchange 
outfit is holding up further pay- 
offs to Americans until the deal 
with AGVA is straightened out. 

After AGVA and the French gov- 
ernment settle this matter, earn- 
ings of U. S. and French perform- 
ers will be considerably more than 
in previous years because of the 
Franco-American pact for elimina- 
‘tion of double taxation signed last 
year. Pact calls for each country to 


waive.its income taxes on tempo- | 


‘rary dates. Income taxes will then 
‘have to be paid only in the country | 


'where the artist resides eed 


ently. 


Chicago, Feb. 15. | 
into Kentucky | 


| desirable characters” 


Former Owner Seeks to Reclaim A. C 


Garden Pier, 





Hunks of Vaude ri 

George Jessel, in an ad in 
VARIETY back ir 1919, called 
himself ‘“‘The Unusual Youth.” 

Ben K. Benny played Loew’s 
American, N. Y. (Yeh Jack 
Berny). 

J. C. Flippen signed with 
“Gold Dust Twins” for Boyle 
Woolfolk. 

State-Lake Theatre, Chicago, 
opened on St. Patrick’s Day, 
1919. 

—Joe Laurie, Jr. 








Illinois Liquor Board 
Bumps Licenses From 
Chi’s Strip Spots 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 


State Liquor Commission last 
week joined the cleanup drive that 
has been shuttering near north side 
strip spots and hangouts for “un- 


So far over a dozen spots have 
been closed and licenses suspended 
or revoked. Liquor board last 
week had inspectors checking on 
west Madison street, 
dancers. They found violations of 
performers mixing with patrons 
and indecent performances. 
Action of the Commission came 
after Cook County sheriff’s staged 
a series of raids in Calumet City, 
Ill., last week and arrested 21 per- 


sons, gals for indecent perform- 
ances and men on_ gambling 
charges. 





SCIBILIA, WALTON JOIN 
HILLER’S PITT AGENCY 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 15. 
Joe Hiller is expanding his local 
booking office with the addition of 
Jack Walton and Anton Scibilia to 


his staff. 
Walton, veteran _ bandleader 
who spent number of years at 


Nixon Cafe, a spot which Miller 
books, will be in charge of the 
music end of the agency. Scibilia, 
who has been managing Neff, the 
magician, on the road, is to concen- 
trate on theatres.. 

Hiller has been’ spot-booking 
flock of indie and WB houses in 
tri-state area recently for one and 
two-days stands. 





MONT’L CAFE CHANGES TAG 


The Samovar club, Montreal, 


| 
| 


currently closed for a new decor, | 


_will be renamed Le Carousel when 
it opens next month. 


Goodman out of New York. Initial 
bill is yet to be set. 





Phil Regan, singer, set to head- 


line new show at the Copacabana, | 


N. Y., Feb. 24. Irwin Corey and 
the Szonyis pacted for same bill. 


{sion for 


by the police. | 


area of exotic | 


Spot will be booked by Marty 


Seized in Tax Lien 


Atlantic City, Feb. 15. 


Mrs. Miriam Richman Levin, of 
Philadelphia, has offered the city 
$50,000 to settle any claim the 
!municipality has on the Garden 
Pier. 


The offer was made by counsel 
for Mrs. Levin at Commission 
| meeting last Thursday (10). The 
‘resort has a claim of $205,000 
against the pier, consisting of de- 
linquent taxes and penalities. Mrs. 
Levin has been negotiating with 
the city for the past two years. 

While city commission has until 
Feb. 25 to answer it is doubted 
here that she will regain posses- 
that sum. City Commis- 
sioners are already under investi- 
gation for a similar deal in which 
they forgave a large sum in taxes 
to get rid of a “white elephant” 
uptown hotel seized on a tax lien. 

City possession of the pier, 
taken under the state Stout act 
when taxes remained unpaid, was 
fought in Chancery Court by Mrs. 
Levin after the war. She declared 
that as a WAC her whereabouts 
was a secret and therefore she was 
not served with papers when the 
city moved through the courts to 


! 


| 


| take possession.» Court upheld her 


contention. 

As far as the city is concerned, 
Commmissioners would be only too 
glad to let the property go for 
$50,000. They know that if Mrs. 
Levin’s deal fails the property will 
become the city’s forever. Under 
the city park deed it will become 
part of the municipal park, con- 
sisting of the long beachfront, 
which can only be sold through an 
act of legislature and local refer- 
endum. 


If the city retains possession of 
the pier it will take approximately 
$300,000 to put it into any kind 
of shape. For the past few years 
the expectation was that the first 
good storm would carry it into the 


, sea, such as the Heinz pier was 
| wrecked a few years ago. 


It became known that the city 
has made available $300,000 in 
luxury tax money to get the pier 
in shape should they fail in the 
present negotiations. Here, too, the 
city fathers are stumped. They 
cannot compete with present pier 
owners and amusement men by 
operating amusements. 














NICK LUCAS 


Currently 
KEN MURPYY'S FF ACKOUTS 
Holly wood 

















We could get the adhesive 


We could get the hand-lotion 


Direction: GAC 





WE WISH 


(Because of all the sides that are gonna split). 


(Because there’ll be so many sore hands from applauding). 


We could get the stretcher and ambulance concession. 
(Because so many people will have to be carried out). 


WHEN— 


LEO DE LYON 


ROARS IN\O THE 


STRAND, New York, March 11 


“The season's greatest find," 


BEST OF LUCK ON HiS 
BROADWAY BOW!!! 


Fersonal Management: JACK TALAN 
Press Relations: MAL BRAVEMAN and KAY NORTON | 


tape and zipper concession. 


concession. 


confesses Arthur Godfrey. 
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House Reviews 


Paramount, N. Y. 
Buddy Rich Orch (17), Mel) 
Torme, Henny Youngman, De Cas- | 
tro Sisters (3), Step Bros.; | 
“Whispering Smith” (Par), re- 
viewed in VARIETY Dec. 8, ’48. 


The Paramount in one of its rare | 
Monday (14) openings has gath- | 
ered a playable collection of talent, 
one that will hold up its end at the 
boxoffice, but unfortunately it’s a 
layout that lacks a wallop even, 
though individual acts work hard 
and do well. 

The bill comprising Buddy Rich 


band, Mel Torme, Henny Young- 
man, De Castro Sisters and the 
Four Step Bros. perform their 


chores well, but there’s an unfor- 
tunate lackadaisical air to the pro- 
ceedings, probably due to the un- 
usual kickoff. With a few more 
shows it’s likely it will achieve bet- 
ter pace. 

A pair of slow acts obviously 
slackened things. In headliner Mel 
Torme, the house has a juve draw, 
although some disillusioned bobby- | 
soxers may elect to stay away be- 
cause of Torme’s splicing last week. 
Torme has an interesting way | 
around a song. He has a} 
solid musical background which | 
enables him to make many| 
colorful departures from the} 
original melody. Billed as_ the| 
“Velvet Fog” he’s apparently been | 
taking this tag too seriously. There 
are moments that he would do in- 
finitely better if he’d open up into 


an honest rendition, He does a| 
quartet of numbers including a 
likeable tune, “Careless Hands” 


which he’s recorded for Capitol 
and duets with Rich 
which calls for a session of drum- 
ming. The crowd likes him well | 
enough. 

Henny Youngman, for some rea- 
gon, elects to essay his humor in an | 
easygoing style instead of his usu- | 
al stacatto speed. The change 


in another | 


number and follows with “Can’t | 
Help Lovin’ That Man.” Wraps 
the latter with feeling and ex-| 
pression in contrast to her tepid 
opener. Finale’s with “He’s Gone 
Again,” a romantic wail that often 
borders on the maudlin. Her piping 
shows promise, but a better selec- 
tion of tunes would show her voice 
off to better advantage. 

Terp turn of the Three Rockets | 
is a slick act. Smartly attired, the 
lads demonstrate some _ precise | 
stepping in unison a la the Music + 


| off strongly with a subtly indigo | 


out becoming too broad. Her 
high-pitched pipes are slightly 
thin but good control permits her 
to. deliver in a tricky style. 

Miss McCoy’s songs are all; 
risque but the repertory is uneven | 
in quality. Her opening number | 
about a nitery cigaret gal is a) 


een seseeeeremarementheneat 


_clever piece neatiy executed. Her, 


hillbilly number, however, is a, 
stale takeoff on the backwoods bed- | 








room habits. Miss McCoy bows | 
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whether full or split week. 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit: (1) Independent; (LL 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; 


VARIETY BILLS 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


LL) Loew; (M) Moss; 
(W) Warner; (WR) Walter Reade 








treatment, “If Men Were Only | 
Perpetually What They are Occa- | 
sionally.” Herm. 


RAY-O-VACS (4) 


Hall Rockettes. Then segue into Instrumental 
challenge stuff and off to well} 10 Mins. 
merited applause. Jackie “Moms” | Apollo, N. Y. 


Mabley, a familiar here, kills ’em 
with her droll witticisms. Deliv- 
ered in a deadpan manner, her 
gags are aged and tinged with blue, 
but the more banal her humor is 
the greater mitting she gets. Closes 
with a dance satire to strong re- 
turns. 

Emcee Pinky Roberts opens the 
bill with a feeble mother-in-law 
spiel. Shifts to some combined 
stepping and vocalling that’s an 
improvement over his humor. Jerry 
Taps and the Ray-O-Vacs are re- 
viewed under New Acts. Gilb. | 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, Feb. 13. 
Virginia O’Brien, Bobby Whaling | 
& Yvette, Bertica Serrano, Sonny | 
Sparks, The Glenns, Freddie Car- | 
lone House Orch; “Blood On The | 
Moon” (RKO). | 


Blending of acts on tap here this 
week comes off for a solid playing 
parlay, with topliner Virginia 
O’Brien pacing the layout. The 
dead-pan thrush hits for full values 


via her pipings of the hits and | gish-brownhaired soprano with aj - 


specials, with the mixture of bal- 

lads and rhythm well handled. 
Sonny Sparks emcees smoothly 

and in own spot gathers a good 


measure of laughs with comedics, | 


and familiar. The Glenns 


Ray-O-Vacs are another of the 
small instrumental groups which | 
have popped up from relative ob- | 
security on the strength of their) 
recordings. In making its vaude | 
bow here at this Harlem house, the 
colored quartet shows a nice sense | 
of rhythm via its piano, sax, drum | 
and bass, but lacks the showman- 
ship that successful flesh appear- 
ances demand. 

They tee off with a so-so novelty, 
“If You Don’t Like My Peaches, 
Why Do You Shake My Tree,” 
then move into “I Know How to 
Do It.” Also handle “Lilliette,” 
ballad with an infectious jump, 
and wind with “I'll Always Be in 
Love with You.” Vocals on all 
four are contribbed by the stick- 
swisher. His soft delivery is okay 
on the slower tunes, but tends to 
become wooden and monotonous on 
those with a faster tempo, Gilb. 


JEAN NELSON 

Songs 

10 Mins. 

Cotillion Room, N. Y. 
Jean Nelson is an attractive red- | 





| pleasant voice featuring standard | 
| Pops. What she needs now is more | 
' salesmanship, knowledge of using | 
| her hands, ete. 

Miss Nelson’s voice is okay in 
'the middle registers, but tends to 


| Florence Hin-Low 
| Robert Hayden 


doesn’t become ae ye be | a ee ck te ae oe 
hi: boy hat and drawl indicate | handle the teeoli s o sock re-| becc ‘ 
ai bate turns with their balancing and lifts, | hitting the high notes. 
Moreover, at show caught, he | while on the other novelty turn,| this room can be tough for any 
| Bobby Whaling and Yvette rack 


that he’s trying something differ- 
ent. 
didn’t show anything new. Maybe 
he’s been spoiled by his long stand 
at the nearby Diamond Horseshoe, | 
when he didn’t need sensational | 
material becau$e of tourist trade. | 
Inasmuch as Yo\ingman in previous | 
appearances has 
come up with so any..gags that 
patrons keep trying to recall them, 
he disappointed some sections of 
the audience, but the majority con- | 
tributed to a round of applause | 
that brought him an encore. 
Speed of the bill is paced by the | 
Four Step Bros., who get the house | 
measure in a series of fast group 
and individual terping. They bow | 





up healthy applause and gasps with 
their cycle work. 

Almost stealing the show is dy- 
namic little Bertica Serrano, hip 
swinging Cuban chanter and 


become strident sometimes when 
At any rate, 


| performer, because of its physical 
layout, and it’s not to her partic- 
‘ular discredit that she doesn’t 
‘reach the height of her effective- 
ness here. That opening, wherein 
she ambles on singing, is too corny. 
Kahn. 








dancer who gets them all way via 
zingy personality and delivery. 
Freddie Carlone house orch is 


okay on the backgrounding. 


Lary. 














| | 
Wanamaker, Ferrer) 


| 








Continued from page 1 





New 





Acts 





‘later. Concessions will probably 
|be sought from the craft unions, 
| although it is figured that the proj- 








off solidly. The De Castro Sisters, BOSH PRITCHARD 


a trio of lookers, also work rapidly 
and ultimately work up to a top | 


Songs 
20 Mins. 


mitt with their songs and incl: | pendesvous, Philadelphia 


dental dance. The way could have | 
been made easier for them had a 


them and the Step Bros. : 
The Rich band furnishes consid- | 
erable excitement. -Rich’s skin. 


taneous applause and paves the 
way for a generally good reception. 
of his efforts. Aside from the sign- | 
off, he’s restricted to a pair of. 
tunes, “Carioca” and “Old Man) 


Rich’s exciting drumming. 
Jose. 


Apollo, N. Y. 
“Cat” Anderson Orch (13), Ray- 





Raya Sisters (3), Wini 


‘ _ Re oo _ seo te son is being left in the air for the 
: /bent on hacking out a career f0r present, as that would depend on 
band number intervened between | himself before the microphone. At-| fhe stars who actually iis the 
tractive southern drawl and easy-| outfit—and their choice of vehicles 


going style _ * vee | and parts. Wanamaker, Ferrer and 
beating frequently generates spon- | 10) might expect, Pritchard is slim | /dtich are to be the governing 
and on the smallish side—not the | ; : 
beef trust type generally associated | two concentrating on the artistic 


with the gals. 


with pro football. 


. Light voice registers - ond a ap sen _r ae be a non- 
- - : ect on pop items such as “Slow profit venture, with ali excess coin 
River,” latter serving as a peg for Root to China” and “My Darling.” | being put back into production. 

Does a version of “Marie” that is 
virtually a lift from Jack Leonard | paid for their administrative du- 
and the Tommy Dorsey arrange-| ties, and Wanamaker and Ferrer 
1S_will receive no fees for directing 


Pritchard | stints, but will get merel 
: | ; y actor 
O-Vacs (4), 3 Rockets, ig = th | pat age org on the harder- | salaries. Supporting the stars will 


| ment. Admits it, however, and h 
style helps. 


likeable 


“Because” 


and 


Jerry Taps, Jackie “Moms” Mab- | “Old Man River.” Curiously, these 
ley, Pinky Roberts; “Argyle Se- are the ones he likes best himself 


crets” (FC). 





|and you get at least one or the 
'other every set. Personality, plus 


While the accent is on quantity name, makes him a certainty for 


in the Apollo’s current 


layout, vaude and video. 


Jimmy Duffy 


quality of the bill doesn’t lag too Trio, local combo, did the backing 
far behind. “Cat” Anderson’s band, at this nitery. 


plus the Ray-O-Vacs, handle the. 


Gagh. 





musical chores in acceptable fash-| JERRY TAPS 


ion. 
with terp and comedy turns. 


Rest of the sesh is balanced Dancing 
| 6 Mins. 


Anderson outfit, made up of five | Apollo, N. Y. 


reed, three rhythm and five brass, | 


Clad in a two-toned brown suit, 


has toned down its volume consid- | Jerry Taps starts his shuffling at a 


erably since last appearing at this | slow pace, but gathers speed as h 
Change is for the better. progresses in his routines. 


house. 


Orch gets off a brace of hot num-' tosses in a dash of acro stuff. 


bers (not too torrid) for a fair sal- | 
vo. However, Anderson’s trumpet 


clicks solidly. é 
Ofay novelty quartet of Dolinoff 


freshing change of pace to the cus- 
tomary run of acts here. Working 
against a black velvet curtain 


ly. 
soloing of “I’ll Never Smile Again” ning 


Taps weaves and bobs engaging- 
Footwork is helped by his win- 
stepping, | Pany of London, they worked out 

| however, seldom climbs out of the tentative budgets and plans. The 
average category. More seasoning three have also studied the his-| 
& the Raya Sisters (3) lends a re- is required before this colored tory of the unsuccessful American | 
terper is ripe for the better vaude Repertory Theatre and other rep | 
and nitery spots. 7 


smile. 


Overall 


Gilb. 





flanked by two brightly lit floor-- PEGGY McCOY 
lamps, the veteran turn achieves a Songs 


flock of neat illusions. Dancing gals 


15 Mins. 


frequently appear to be suspended Penthouse Club, N. Y. 


in mid-air in varied postures. Nice 


steps out from the darkened drape 
to reveal the “secret” behind the 
{lilusions. Garners copious mitting. 

Wini Brown, a portly chirper 
gowned in blue, does a fairish blues 


; 


Peggy McCoy is a pert novelty 
touch is given when the male part- | songstress with sophisticated ma- 
ner, dressed completely in black, — 
spots. 


designed for class > OF 
In a small-sized room such Star-and-play combinations. 
as the Penthouse Club, she can 2re to see Helen Hayes later this 
sell her stuff with suggestive winks week and plan to talk to Katharine 
and low-key vocal inflections that Cornell 
project her double-entendres 


Also | 2t the City Center, 


intime |Pany and figuring out possible 


with-, Walter Huston and others. 


/eect can be run on the regular 
stagehand and musicians’ union 
terms, provided the management. 
is efficient. 

Choice of plays for the first sea- 


board of the group, with the first 
phase and Aldrich in charge of 


The governing trio are not to be 


be a permanent acting company 
whose members will be signed for 
a full season and receive moderate 
pay. A staff designer will also 
be hired. 

The basic idea for the new rep- 
ertory theatre originated with 
Wanamaker, director and featured 
jactor of “Goodbye, My Fancy,” at 
the Fulton, N. Y. He took the plan 
to Ferrer, star of “Silver Whistle,” 
at the Biltmore, N. Y., and the two 
|approached Aldrich, co-producer of 
| “Fancy.” On the basis of Ferrer’s 
‘repertory experience last season 





N. Xs ane 
| Aldrich’s association two seasons 
/ago with the Broadway engage- 
'ment of the Old Vie Theatre com- 


attempts of the last few years, 
to try to avoid repeating previous | 
mistakes. 

Since then, Wanamaker and Fer- 
| rer have been discussing the plan 
' with stars and others and, at least 
‘mentally, casting a permanent com- 


They 


and Guthrie McClintic, 





Oe oF 2) pea CU 


NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (L) 17 
Charlie Spivak Orc 

Dave Apollon 

3 Swifts - 

Anne Jeffreys 
Music Hall (i) 17 
G & F Szony 
Paul Winchell 
Jean Gibbons 


Jean Letourneau 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Sym Ore 
Paramount (P) 14 
Buddy Rich Bd 
Mel Torme 
Henny Youngman 
4 Step Bros 
DeCastro Sis 
Roxy (1) 15 
Danny Kaye 
Calvin Jackson 
Dunhills 
Georgia Gibbs 
Strand (W) 18 
Jack Carson 
Marion Hutton 
Robt Alda 
Dave Willock 
Bob Sweeney 
Geo Mann 
Emerald Sis 
Chris Cross Ore 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (i) 17 
Frankie Carle Orc 
Benson & Mann 
The Albins 
Royal (i) 18 
The Ravens 
Dinah Washington 
Luis Russell Orc 
Harris & Scott 
Morgan & May 
State (i) 17-19 
King & Evelyn 
Danny Chang 
Pat Rooney Jr 
The Fantinos 
20-23 
The Freddys 
Eleanor Bowers 
Alan Stone 
P & W Levola 
CAMDEN 
Towers (1) 18-20 
The St Clairs 
Jimmy Burrell 
Hanlon & Clark 
George Conley 
Louis & Oliver Sis 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 16 
Mills Bros 
Nonchalants 
Hammond’s Birds 
Oriental (1) 17 
Paul & Paulette 3 
Arnie Hartman 
Frank Marlowe 
Lester Cole Co 
Carl Sand Ore 
HARTFORD 
State (i) 19-20 
Rudy Vallee 
Sid Stone 
Al Norman 
Susan Miller 
Martin Bros 




















Dolinoffs & 

Raya Sis 
KINGSTON 
B’way (WR) 18-19 

Allen & Nobles 
Los Gatos a 


Patterson & Jack’sn 
The 2 Chords 
B Carlell & Rose 


LONG BRANCH 
Paramount (WR) 22 
only 
Martez & Lucia 
Terry Bennett 
Morris & Ryan 


| The Pichons 


Mischa Auer 
MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 16 

Beimonts 
Jack Lane 
Sammy Walsh 
Janis Paige 
Fred Sanborn Co 
NEWARK 
Adams (1) 17 


, “Stop the Music” 


Bob Russell 
Gloria Elwood 
Ed Fisher 
Winton & Diane 
Guy Marks 
PATERSON 
Majestic (i) 18-20 
Kollette & Marie 
Harlemonicats 
Burton & Janet 
Danny Drayson 
Shooting Mansfields 
PERTH AMBOY 
Majestic (WR) 16 


only 
Allen & Nobles 
Los Gatos 
Patterson & Jacks’n 
The 2 Chords 
B Carlell & Rose 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (1) 17 
Honey Murray 
Ann Oakland Co 
Roy Douglas 
3 D’s 
Mastbaum (W) 22 
Danny Kaye 
Georgia Gibbs 
The Dunhills 
PLAINFIELD 
Oxford (WR) 21 
only 
Martez & Lucia 
Terry Bennett 
Morris & Ryan 
The P.chons 
Mischa Auer 
ROCKFORD 
Patace (1) 18-20 
“Goin’ Places” 
Excess Bagage Co 
Senator Murphy 
Clark & Bailey 
Ginny Lowry 
Dillon & Pariow 
SARATOGA 
Congress (WR) 20 


only 
Allen & Nobles 
Los Gatos 
Patterson & Jacks’n 
The 2 Chords 
B Carlell & Rose 
SPRINGFIELD 


Court Sq (fi) 17-20 
Jordan & Parvis 
Hermine 


McFarland & Brown 
Neal Stanley 
Hermine’s Midgets 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (lL) 17 
Lathrop & Lee 
Marion Carter 
Wesson Bros 
Howard (1) 18 
L Millinder Orc 
Memphis Slim 3 
Bed Miller 3 
Noble 3 
Jerry Tapps 


BRITAIN 


EDINBURGH 
Empire (M) 14 
Gold & Cordell 
Josef Locke 
B Lloyd & Betty 
Stainless Stephen 
Gaston Palmer 
El Granadas 
Paul & Pauline 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 14 
G H Elliott 
Gertie Gitana 
Ella Shields 
Lily Morris 
Randle Sutton 
Talbot & O’Farrell 
Billy Danvers 
GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 14 
Conrad’s Pigeons 
Chico Marx 
Henderson Jr 
Tovarich Trp 
Nicky Tymga 4 
Lionel King 
Bobbie Kimber 
Mills Sis & 
Michael . 
HACKNEY 
Empire (S) 14 
Harry Lester Co 
Chris Sands 
Bijou & Carol 
B & M Konyot 
P O'Farrell Co 
LEICESTER 
Palace (S) 14 
Cyril Levis 


P 





Amazing Fogel 

Collison & Breen 

V Julian Pets 

Raydini 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 14 

Atlas 

Pippi 

Tables Davis 

Al Carthy 

John Vree Co 

Bob Andrews 

Marquis 

Elroy 

Joan Rhodes 

Detroy 
PORTSMOUTH 
Royal (M) 14 

2 Dancettes 

Hute 

Buster Shaver Co 

Keeffe Bros & 
Annette 

Leslie Sarony 

Max Wall 

Marian Pola 

Krandon & Karna 


SHEPHERDS BUSH 
Empire (S) 14 

Donald Peers 

Morris & Cowley 

Dorbes & Barrie 

Les Breatos 

Billy Maxan 

MacDonald & 
Graham 

Chikolas 








Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Bagatelle 
Dorothy Ross 
Delta Rhythm Boys 
Dea Carroll 
Jose Poniere 

Blue Angel 
Kay Ballard 
Chris Alexander 
Roger Price 
Ellis Larkin 3 
Martha Davis 

Brevoort 
Daphine Hellman 
George Kreisler 
Freddy Caye 
Jean Rose 
Syd Strange Ore 

Cafe Society 
Jack Gilford 
Jilla Webb 
Ignacio Bola 
Dave Martin Ore 
Casino Russe 
Emile Boreo 
S. Wojiekowska 
Constance Melodie 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Al Bernie 





i 


b) 


Jack Gansert 
Billy Banks 
Choral Sextet 
H Sandler Ore 
Alvarez Mera 
Juenger Ballet Line 
El Chico 
Rosita Rios 
Damiron & 
Chapuseaux 
Tina Ramirez 
Los Guaracheros 
Vizeaino Orc 
Hotel St Moritz 
Erwin Kent Orc 
Hotel St Regis 
Julie Wilson 
Laszlo & Pepito 
M Shaw Orc 
Hotel 


Hotel New Yorker 
G Benedict Orc 
Ice Revue 
Hotel Statier 
Tony Pastor Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
Gracie Fields 


sy 


Leo Reisman Ore 
Mark Monte Orc 
Payson Re Orc 
Nycola Matthey Or 


Hotel Pierre 
Larry Storch 
Jean Nelson 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Ralph Lane Ore 


Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Narda 
Ethel Shell 
Carewes & 

oO’Connor 
Boyd Heath 
S & B Stevens 
Shepard Line 

Old Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Jackie Phillips 
Nanette 
Bella Smaro 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Orc 
Hotel Savoy Plaza 
L & E Roberts 

Irving Conn Ore 
| Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 

Hotel Warwick 
Jose Melis Ore 

Latin Quarter 
Frank Libuse 
Archie Robbins 
David Nillo 
Maria Karnilova 
Steffen-Martell 8 
Elissa Jayne 
Ruth Brown 
Margot Brander 
Art Waner Ore 
B Harlow Ore 

Clique 
| Fred Robbins 
| George Shearing 
Copacabana 
Mitzi Green 
Carl Ravazza 
F & S Barry 
Linda Lombar@ 
Herb George 
Paul Godkin 
Skyriders 
M Durso Ore 
Alvares Orc 
China Doll 
Ming & Ling 
Florence Ahn 
Shanghai Twins 
Paddy Wing 
Noro Morales Ore 








Jose Curbello Ore | 








Le Perroquet 
Hugh Shannon 
Marvin Raymer 

Le Ruban Bley 
Bibi Osterwaid 
Goodman & 

Kirkwood 
3 Riffs 
Mike Brown 
Norman Paris 3 
Julius Monk 

Havana-Madrid 
Cuban Diamonds 
Roberto & Alicia 
De Castro Sis 
Mildred Ray 
Quintero Orc 
Argueso Orc 
Hotel Belmont-Plaza 
Ames Bros 
Viola Layne 
R & B Pickert 
Eddie Stone Ore 
Castellanos Ore 

Hotel Biltmore 
Phil Wayne Orc 
Harold Nagel Ore 

Hotel Edison 
Henry Jerome Ore 

No 1 Fifth Ave 
Owen & Murray 
Barbara Ashley 
Hazel Webster 
Downey & Fonville 
Hotel Ambassador 
Fred Oliver Orc 
William Adler Ore 
William Scotti 

Royal Roost 
Billy Eckstine 
Charlie Ventura 
Charlie Parker 
T Dameron Ore 

Spivy’s 
Kelly & Keating 
Spivy 

" Versailles 
George Ulmer 
Bob Grant Ore 
Panchito Orc 

Village Barn 
Red Ingle Orc 
Freddie Gray 
Karen Tedder 
Harold Barry 
Sinclair & Alda 

Village Vanguard 
Irene Williams 
Wally Cox 

C Williams 
Chitisson 3 

Waldorf-Astoria 
Dorothy Shay 
Emil Coleman Ore 


Line 


SPGS | 





Line (7) Mischa Borr Orc 
CHICAGO 
Blackhawk Ed Prentiss 
| Art Kassel Ore Bill Snyder Orc 
| Gloria Hart John Kriza 
| Lee Marx Honey Dreamers 
| Jill Adams Hotel Stevens 


Harvey Crawford 
Hotel Bismark 

The Maximes (2) 

| Charles & Janet 

Joe Isbell 

Joe DeSalvo Ore 


Helsings 
Buddy Lewis 
Nino Milo 
Tony Sheele 
Frankie Hyle 
Billy Chandler Ore 
H Edgewater Beach 
Henry Brandon Orc 
Carlos & Linda 
Mary Ann Fedele 
Preston Lambart 
D Hild Dancers (12) | 
Tabu 
Tito Coral 
Chez Paree 
Joey Bishop 
J Cole Dancers (6) 
Mary Small 
Jack Soo 
Dorben Dners (10) 
J Rodriquez Orc 
C Davidson O (il) 
Sherman Hotel 
Ruth Ann Koesun 
Blossom Lee 








Harry Hall 
Kirby Hawks 


Frankie Masters O 
Phyllis Myles 
Tommy Traynor 
Neil Rose 
Jean Arlen 
Meryl Baxter 
Skating Blvdears 
Bog Turk 
Bill Keefe 
Jeannie Sook 
Charles & Lucille 
Jerry Rehfield 
Manuel Del Tore 
Elwood Carl 
Paimer House 
Barclay Allen O 
Evelyn Knight 
M Abbott Ders (10) 
McCarthy & Farrell 
Landre & Verna 
Blackstone 
Florence Desmond 
D LaSalle Ore (8) 
Vine Gardens 
Bobby Shelton 
June Burnett 
Bob Norris 
W & J Brown 
Nelson & O’Day 
Silver Frolics 
Sylvia Froos 
Jimmy Ames 
Frolic Lovelies (4) 
Bud Prentice Orc 














he played. 


mount. 





~ Hope’s Take 


Continued from page 1 





wide tour of one-nighters is rack- 
ing up extremely profitable grosses, 
according to Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica, which booked the tour. 

The William Morris agency is 
considering an arena tour for Mil- 
ton Berle, figuring that television 


has sparkplugged considerable in- 
terest in the comic. 


The recently completed Hope 
tour grossed far more than his 1946 
jaunt which nabbed $480,000, indi- 
cating to the percenters that, with 
proper attractions, more coin can 
be made now than in 1946, which 
was a record year for the majority 
of the nation’s boxoffices. 

High grossing cities on Hope's 
run were St. Louis where he did 
$33,000; Boston, $32,000; Miami, 
$27,000, and Kansas City, $26,000. 
In addition, Hope broke many per- 
sonal appearance and atiendance 
records in most of the towns where 


In addition to the grosses, Hope’s 
trip picked up $20,000 through the 
sale of programs. 
around $5,000 to put out, more 
than half of which was payed for 
by ads from Chesterfield and Para- 
About 50,000 books were 


Brochure cost 


printed but that amount was insuf- 
ficient to last the entire tour. A! 
profits of the program accrued to 
Hope since his own organization 
did the selling. 





bee! 
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she’s on the Ameche drumming 
(HOTEL PLAZA) up trade, refreshing and renewing 

Gracie Fields, Leo Reisman|Franco-American acquaintances, 
Orch, Mark Monte’s Continentals; |@nd generally insuring a turnout 
$2 and $2.50 couvert. that makes her the saloonkeeper’s 
delight. Furthermore, her table. 

personality in closeup is even more | 
Gracie Fields is another exam-| compelling than on the cafe floor. 
ple of what those seasoned show-| She knows 50% of her audience. 
men and women have which the | and possibly 85% of the ringsiders, | 
come-video-latelys haven't, and and those she doesn’t know she 


- P . makes it her business to charm. 
can’t acquire excepting with ex-| She carries with her a portable 
perience. The British thrush takes | art gallery of 115 paintings, all of, 


command of the Persian Room in | Suzy Solidor. 

a manner which impresses her as|__It’s a new kind of lobby bally for 
surefire in the saloon circuits as| an artist, and in itself an artistic 
she has been in the varieties, con-| ballyhoo that's undeniable. The 
cert, etc., in all English-speaking | Versailles, which has latterly add- 
(and some non-) countries. e 


Warm, even more _ personable | 


Persian Room, N. Y. 








Jaks and also a couple of Rati 
F ~~ | all-nite disk jockeys in Tedd Law- 
Hees egy al pond gar ag rence and Vi Prosser, plans doing 
song salesmanship Miss Fields | 2 regular WPIX video pickup, ra 
reels off a cavalcade of oldies and ll ee ore ee ak ond 
newies. She brightly intersperses | i ta te d te ne @ tactile 
them with some good-humored | (TY done Is bound to be. 
gags, most of them fresh and, | Duilder-upper for the boite. 
hence punchy. Her song cycle em- | Nick & Arnold’s bistro has been 
braces musicomedy excerpts like|French-happy for two years and 
“Green-Up Time,” “Here I'l] Stay,” | clicking all the time, from Edith 
and “My Darling,” pops like “A| Piaf to Georges Ulmer, and now 
Little Bird,” “Put : 
On, Baby,” “Galway Bay,” “Now Is| Yves Montand, French juve, March 
the Hour” and. ‘“MacNamara’s| 9 first time in America. Gallic or 


Band,” special dialectic material of | otherwise, Bob Grant gives out) 


a Spanish or Italo vintage, salutes | With his tiptop terp tunes, as does, 


to the Irish, the inevitable “Wal-|Panchito’s rhumbaists. Tariff is a 
ter, Walter’ (she successfully | $4-$5 minimum. Abel. 
ducked “Biggest Aspidastra’’) and 
withal unreels a strong 45-minute 
songalog that clicks all the way. 
She knows just when to cut it! 
short, leaving them pleasantly 
hungry. 

The Persian Room’s idea of one 
name and the expert dansapation | 
by the veteran Leo Reisman and | 
the equally okay relief band, Mark | 
Monte’s combo, makes for a brisk} This is the first new show here 
lineup. Business good, maitre|in almost a year, and the Vine 
d’ Fred at the ropes is a busy gent! seems to be having a difficult time 


Vine Gardens, Chi 
Chicago, Feb. 9. 
Walter Nelson & Danny O’Day, 
Bobby Shelton & June Burnett, 
Bob Morris, Walter & Jean Brown, 
Mel Cole Orch (4), Pancho combo 
(4); $2.50 minimum. 





with the reservations, and appar-| finding a sesame to long run and | 


ently this well-established room is packed houses of comic Joey 
successfully ducking the recession | Bishop, who just checked out. 
talk. Abel. Walter and Jean Brown open 
ee with pretty much standard ball- 
room routine, from dreamy stuff 
to samba. Heaviest response comes 
(MARK HOPKINS HOTEL) on their Americanized flamenco. 
San Francisco, Feb. 8. | Bobby Shelton, m.c., gets stronger 
Ben Blue, Patti Moore & Ben' laughs with mugging than he does 
Lessy, Jack: Fisher Orch (13); with the gags. 
Cover, $1.50, $2. Jimmy Nelson, personable young 
ventro, goes over well with his 
The refurbished routine of Ben|@ummy partner, Danny O'Day. 
Blue, Patti Moore and Ben Lessy, | However, he needs better material. 
with accent on cleaned-up comedy, | Pair sings “Best Things In Life 


Peaecoek Court, 8S. F. 








is paying off with impact in the | Are Free,” with good lip control. | 


lush f th | After usual cigaret smoking bit, 
Feklos “which ee "Going the best | Nelson walks from table to table 


business in recent months. While | Singing “That's How Much I Love 
there is still some sly stuff tangled | You” to femme customers. Here 
up in the song and patter material | his technique is noticeably sharp. 
of the trio, the 50-minute melange Bob Morris, good looking chap 
sums up as highly diverting stuff. | with local radio following, exhibits 
The new song material especially |faults of many radio singers— 
clicks with an “Oklahoma!” parody | hanging on to mike and lack of 
solid. 
Beautiful City,’ which is pitch for | Under 


My Skin, “Whiffenpoof 


local kudos, and “People Will Say Song,” but was at his best with and Marianne Fedele capably duo- 


You’re a Schmo,” which is high “Here I'll Stay.” His voice and 
comedy and garners hefty applause. phrasing are good, so it’s a matter 
After opening by trio, spotlight | of coaching to give him the neces- 
is turned over to Moore and Lessy, | S4ry polish and animation. 
who offer a smoothly routined Shelton throws a few away be- 
songfest of “Nothing Like an Old fore being joined by his wife, June 
Fashioned Song,” “Hillbilly Sabre Burnett, for two blackouts, “Mr. | 
Song,” and “Moore and Less,” a! Anthony,” and “The Court Room.” | 
takeoff on the old Gallagher and Though slightly blue, act got nice 
Shean routine, for neat returns. hand from the audience. 
Blue takes over for comedy patter! Mel Cole’s small unit registers 
and song, “She’s Just My Bull,” for well with show. Pancho’s rhumba 
more pattycakes. Their “Minuet” group takes over for the dance sets. 
routine scores solidly for closer. Don. 
—— 4 ead — —_— job 
on ackin an or customer 
dancing. , Ted. El Moroeeo. Mont’! 
Ross & LaPierre, Calvert Sisters, 
Larry Kent, Wally Newman Orch, 
Wally Wanger line (6); cover $2. 








Versailles. N. Y. 
-_ (FOLLOWUP) 
is is a return for Suzy Solidor 
after less than a year, so it proves The El Morocco has oo bid 
she’s boxoffice for the Versailles. With a revue that’s satisfying en- 
Her reengagement further bears out tertainment all the way. 
that fact because of the strong| Opening slot has the Calvert Sis- 
Gallic-minded contingent she at- 
tracts. Her English improved on ‘ h 
this, her second time over, she Perance and plenty of drive. Teeing 
adds to her innate showmanship off with a jump version of “Blue 











by setting the themes of each num- Skies” they segue into semi-comedy | 
special on ‘“‘Maharajah of Magador” | 


er, and also mixing them ur suf-| 
ficiently well. Paradoxically, the | 
Brittany sea songs which go best) for sock returns. Pace set by team 
for her in her native Paris—long| is maintained by Larry Kent who 


at La Vie Parisienne and latterly | handles his material well, picks up| 


at her Cafe de l’'Opera—are too! the yocks for gags that are off the 
French fcr the average American indigo line and clinches with an Al 
customer. | Jolson takeoff and his impresh of 


That Mis : a guy’s first plane ride. 
off than ped ey oy | Ross and LaPierre take top bill- 
hostessing. The Versailles manage- ing with a solid routine that clicks 
ment, long seasoned in the shifting | all the way. Starting with a carny 
cycles, likens her to a French | SPiel, Ross breaks into his slick vo- 
Texas Guinan, and that about tells | ¢al interp of Clyde McCoy's “Sugar 
it, excepting that the late great Blues” and Spike Jones’ “All I 
Volsteadian femmecee was also a| Want for Christmas.” Presentation 
compelling on-floor worker. What is clever and refreshing even when 

ex lacked she supplied with her Ross is kibitzing Miss LaPierre as 
young charges as she exhorted the she tries to sing something straight. 
Prohibition customers to “give this Begoff is their Hawaiian routine to 
little girl a great big hand.” In Much applause from satisfied pay- 
the case of Miss Solidor, her host- €es- 
essing prowess lies in her table-- Wally Newman orch backs 
hopping and lobby-mixing. She show neatly and the Wanger line 


works around the clock; not just contribs three new terp routines in 
the two shows nightly. That is,, lavish costumes. 


Newt. 


a clever table magico in Dr. | 


Your Shoes| reprising Miss Solidor. Next comes | 


Items in this brace include | animation. He warbles ‘Row, Row, | 
“The Toupe On Top,” “Oh, What a Row,” “My Darlin’.” “I’ve Got You | blackouts are handled in excel- 


ters, two blonde gals with nifty ap- | 


Brook, Miami Beach 
Miami Beach, Feb. 13. } 

Hildegarde, Salvatore 
Orch., Jules Lande Orch., Maz- 
milian Bergere Orch. Pre Fixe 
Dinner $10.00. 

This swank spot came to life | 
this week with the debut of Hilde- 
garde and resultant turnout of the 
top trade she always attracts, and 
which, for a room of this type is 
“must” of the operation is to click. 

And in a 65-minute stint that in- 
cluded a complete range of ballads, 
specials, ringside biz and note- 
worthy 88-keying with Salvatore 
Gioe aiding, she wrapped up for 
a solid hit. 

Whether it was the handling of 
a ballad, the kibitzing with the 
ringleaders (not played up as 
heavily as in previous appear- 
ances) the inevitable bit with the 
roses that trademarks her work or 
the pianistics, her smooth projec- 
tion to that perfect lighting kept 
them entertained, despite the 
length of stint. Add too, a warmth, 
not noticeable before and you have 
one of the rare performers who, 
working alone, can hold and build 
for over an hour. There is more 
of the Steinway work in her rou- 
tine mow, and to good effect, 
balancing off as it does the parade 
of American, French and special 
material songs. she essays. 
Acomped in most of these key- 
boardings by Gioe, she tops with 
a duo-version of ‘Three Blind 
Mice” as it might be written by 
the masters. It brings a beg-off. 

Gioe rates kudoes for his expert 
backing of the chantoosey, and for 
the manner in which he handles 
| the new orch he’s assembled to 
| BARREN her thrushing. Lary. 


Marine Room, Chi 

| (EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL) 
Chicago, Feb. 11. 

| Tito Coral, Carlos & Linda, with 
Tabu, Marianne Fedele, Preston 
Lambert, Hild Starlets (6), Henry 
Brandon Orch (12); $1.20 cover. 





The sprinkling of special music 
‘and a story between acts to pro- 
vide continuity and musical com- 
'edy touch, seems to be the new 
|entertainment approach in these 
| parts. This spot not only succeeds 
in weaving a story into its pres- 
| entation, but comes up with a live- 
ly offering that keeps patrons’ at- 
| tention despite lack of top-salaried 
| attractions. 


| his thoughts in another language. 
A gay interpreter saves the day 
/and love conquers all. 

Costuming, lighting effects and 


| lent fashion, with Preston Lambert 


'ing romantic chores. Lambert, as 
| the American, moves a bit too 
stiffly at times, detracting from his 
| well-trained voice. In duet with 
Miss Fedele, he appears more at 
/ease and pair register well. 
Carlos and Linda are a fiery, 
dance team aided by unique drum. 
_effects by Tabu, their bongo play- 
|er. Highlight of the stint is Carlos’ 
terping to “Bim, Bam, Boom,” 


| with a glass of water balanced on! 


/his head. Tabu closes routine with 
|a bongo solo that gets patrons 
| swaying shoulders, for hefty ap- 
| plause. 

|. Tito Coral, as the interpreter, 
is the fine point of the show, with 
his animated and enthusiastic ren- 
dering of familiar South American 
tunes. “Babalu” and “Chio-Chio” 
'find him swaying his hips, using 
expressive hand motion and _ bob- 
bing about; never interfering with 
his excellent vocaling. His person- 
'ality and voice are definitely sock 
cafe fare. 

Henry Brandon’s orch backs a 
difficult show in neat style, gliding 
through tempo changes with little 
effort. Danceables also register 
well. Greg. 
| 
_ Cotillion Room, N. Y. 


| 
| 


(HOTEL PIERRE) 

| (Followup) 

| Larry Storch remains an enter- 
prising young comedian. Here he 
is a particular click because of his 
ability to overcome this room’s 
physical coldness. Any sight per- 
former is apt to have difficulty 
working the spot because of its 
layout. 

Storch has a varied comedy rou- 
tine, with the mimicries being his 
forte. His apings show keen judg- 
ment of the characters, and he has 
a neat way of selling ’em. While 
impersonations have long since be- 
come standard equipment, Storch 
is no mere impersonator with his 
| tremendous talent. 

The show’s only other act is 
Jean Nelson (New Acts), song- 
stress. 

} Stanley Melba is the emcee and 


| “Si Si Senor” concerns itself 
| with an American in search of ro- 
mance, conveniently docking him 
|; south of the border during Fiesta 
time. Latin beauties dance, sing 
|and make merry, but American 
lad finds difficulty in conveying 


| six months. 


| Miami Beach 
(Copa City. atre, says the VAF is trying to be 


director of entertainment, in addi- 
tion to which he paces the orch. 


Gioe He handles the job well on all) 
Kahn. 


counts. 


Cotton Club, Hollywood 
Hollywood, Feb. 7. 

Count Basie Orch (16), Berry 

Bros. (3), Stump & Stumpy, Ma- 


rie Bryan, 3 Calypso Boys, Creole , 


Beauties Line (12). Produced by 
Joe Ziggy Johnson; admission 
$1.20, no cover or minimum.. 





_ Fluctuating Hollywood econom- 
ics will play a major part in de- 
termining the success of this new 
nitery. Current conditions being 
what they are, the outlook isn’t 
overly optimistic. But once the 
word gets around that there’s a 
good crop of entertainment at the 
Cotton Club—and at low prices— 
the new Hal Stanley operation 
should find it easier hoeing. 

Certainly there can be no quar- 
rel with the opening show Stanley 
has assembled. It’s jam-packed 
with entertainment throughout and 
races through a fast 60 minutes 
that keeps the customers inter- 
ested all the way. 


Smartly produced by Joe Ziggy | 
Johnson, the show follows the pat- | 
tern that made the old N. Y. Cot-| 
ton Club famous. It’s an all-sepia 
show with the individual talents 
cleverly blended to get the most 
out of the package. Nominal draw 
is the Count Basie orch, remainder 
of acts being not as well Known, 
althougn all are standard. 

Basie’s crew, of course, provides 
the terp tunes and takes an active 
part in the show in addition to 
backing the other acts. Of the 
Basie standbys, mammoth Billy 
Rushing and Earl Warren still are 
on hand to handle the vocals, for- 
mer on the jump material and) 
latter on the ballads. Each is good. 


Show gets off to a rollicking 
start with a@ snappy production 
number featuring Marie Bryant 
(ex “Jump for Joy”) whose torrid 
gyrations are a ready click. She’s 
in and out a few more times during | 
the show, each time earning a/| 
hefty response with her material. | 
Opening show found the amazing 
Berry Bros. spotted in the opening 


| act slot, a position that should 


be changed. It’s a sure-fire acro-| 
terp act that would do better in 
the closing spot where it would | 
provide a smash windup. Only | 


other change needed in the show | 


is a tightening of the stint offered 
by the Three Calypso Boys. They’re 
on for a trio of calypso numbers, 
each longer than usual but all 
good. However, one of the num- 
bers could effectively be dropped. | 


Comedy song and dance routine of |* 


Stump and Stumpy is spotted just | 


| before the final production number 
_and scores solidly. 


Club, on the site of the defunct | 
Florentine Gardens, is operating | 
on a low-price policy. Careful 
booking will help keep the nut 
low enough to show a profit under 
this policy. Present layout, for ex- 
ample, set boniface Stanley back 
around $6,000—a figure that should 
be just about the limit for this’ 
operation, at least for the first 
Kap. 





(FOLLOWUP) 
Miami Beach, Feb. 13. 

Frances Faye hasn’t been seen 
hereabouts in several seasons and 
the return of the _ singer-pianist 
makes one wonder why. 

Her broad approach to the pop 
songs, the lyrics in her special 
material plus the slick keyboard- 
ing are as effective as over and | 
aud reaction is solid. A much 
slimmer gal than when last around, 
she sells well, with the asides to 
the ringsiders howl getters. She 
more than holds her own in a show | 
which commands encores all the 
Way. 

Peter Lind Hayes and Mary 
Healy, on second viewing impress 
again as one of the best acts to 
play here this season. The ma-| 
terial is fresh and _ intelligently | 
handled to spark the talents of the | 
youngsters. Miss Healy has been | 


given more to do with sock re-| 
| sults. 


Whether it be their im- 
preshes of radio and recording 
stars, commentators; the bits about 
movie stars and gangster types, or 
their own invention of characters | 
the results are in the show-stop 
class. Jack Cole and his group, 
too, are enough to topline any cafe 
show, with their pitch - building 
Indo - Japanese routines and the 
topping Harlem number. 

Keith Hall has replaced Georgie 
Tapps in the production spots and 
the young tapster handles himself 
well in this fast company. Tony 
Bavaar remains to sing the Benny | 
Davis- Abner Silver tunes in top | 
fashion, while the Don Arden stag- | 
ings for the line is colorful and 
imaginative. Sammy Kaye and his 
orch have improved considerably 
on the show backing. Lary. 


Cire’s Club, Lendon 
London, Feb. 11. 
Bernard Hilda’s Orch, Jane Mor- 
gan, Raymond Lopez Orch. 





Arrival of the first Continental 
orchestra in London since 1935 is 
an event of some importance in 
London’s night life. Bernard Hilda, 
who has come to Ciro’s Club from 
the Club des Champs-Elysees in 
Paris to earn this distinction, is 
proving a strong attraction. 


Combination of Hilda with 
songstress Jane Morgan makes a 
firstrate personality team and to- 
gether they put over a lively and 
entertaining show. They have a 
wide variety of straight and spe- 
cial numbers, duet together neatly 
and also score in solo contribs. 

Hilda is a slick showman as well 
as an accomplished bandleader. He 
gets nice assist from Miss Morgan, 
who has plenty of charm and abil- 
ity. 

Torrid tunes are admirably pro- 
vided by the Ramon Lopez samba 
orchestra, who take over for the 
dance sets. Myro. 


Cafe Lounge, N. Y. 
(HOTEL SAVOY-PLAZA) 
Lucille & Eddie Roberts, Irvin 


Conn’s Orch (5); $1.50-$2 mint 
mum. 





Lucille and Eddie Roberts, with 
their magic and mentalist stuff, 
have been around for years, and 
at the Savoy-Plaza’s Cafe Lounge 
they are no less effective than they 
have been elsewhere. 

Eddie Roberts has an insouciant 
personality. that sells the act im- 
mediately they’re on the floor, and 
initially they go through some 
standard magic before they sift 
through to their mainstay, the men- 
talism. At this they always seem 
amazing no matter how many times 
one has caught them. 


With Lucille Roberts blindfold- 


|ed, her mate saunters around the 


room picking out customers’ ob- 
jects, and it’s unfathomable how 
she’s able to guess them without 
any apparent clues. They’re a par- 


‘ticularly good act here since, be- 


cause of the room’s natural lack of 
intimacy, they impart to it the re- 
quired warmth as the lone act on 
the bill. 

Irving Conn’s small five-piece 
combo backs the show and plays 
well for the dancing. Kahn. 











Brit. Vauders 


Continued from page 1 











nightly, two-minute exhibition next 
month. 

VAF general secretary Lewis 
Lee has ordered his members 
booked for the same bill not to ap- 
pear and has advised them that 
they would be reimbursed for loss 


of earnings. He declared the exhi- 
‘bition would be degrading and not 
in the best interests of vaudeville. 


And to stop it, he would be pre- 
pared to enlist the aid of mana- 


-gerial organizations and other trade 


unions. 
Nat Tennens, lessee of the the- 


dictator, censor and trade unionist 
at the same time. The Lord Cham- 
berlain had no objection, nor had 
the London County Council for the 
police. “If any other artists refuses 
to appear in the same bill, I shall 
take action for breach of contract,” 
he said. 


Manager of the femme pugilist, 
Micky Wood, says that even if the 


show is cancelled, he won't WOITY, \ 
as there are offers waiting from 


America and France. 


Hotel Astor 


—_=m, Continued from page 1 














renovations in the building, with 
the video center on the lower 
floors and the hotel above. Front 


of that portion of the structure 
housing the studios and offices 
would be covered by a giant spec- 
tacular sign. 


Studios, offices and a number 
of video theatres, to make the 
structure the most important TV 
focus point in the city, would be of 
completely modern’ construction 
with air conditioning throughout. 


‘Involved in the project, according 


to reports, are the Astor Estate, 
which owns the property, and Her- 
bert Scheftel, New York real es- 
tate and film man. 


There were denials yesterday 
(Tuesday) by all concerned in the 
project, but it has been learned 
definitely that a major construction 
company has been asked to make a 
bid on the conversion job. 
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McGill Honors Massey 


Raymond Massey, who returned 
from the Coast over the weekend | 
after completing “Roseanna Mc-| 
Coy” for Samuel Goldwyn, leaves 


75G Budget for ‘Detective Story : 
Kingsley to Get Way Payolh is Sot 


“Detective Story,” Sidney Kings-+ degree from McGill Univ. 


a | ’ H | 
ley drama being produced by How- | ° * He’s due back Tuesday (22) in! 
Mg eP A "| Marian Anderson to Sing New York to confer with Romney | 
ard Lindsay & Russel Crouse, is} \Brent who has finished the dra- 
budgeted at $75,000, with provision | In Europe; Hurok Ahead caaeeaitie a “Tsanion Saude.” 
for a one-third overcall. It is cur- | Marian Anderson will make her the Brice Hamilton book which 
rently in rehearsal under the au- first visit since pre-war days tO Massey is to. direct and co-produce | 
thor’s direction, with Ralph Bell- Europe, when she does a concert |next season with Victor Samrock | 
amy and Meg Mundy as the leads. 't04, there next summer under and William Fields. 


Although he isn’t billed as co- S. Hurok auspices. Hurok left | 














Breen's Barter Dane to Elsinore: 


Beckon Skinner to Portray Queen 


+ 





Artillery Lane Trade 
15% Over Last Season 


St. Augustine, Fla., Feb. 15. 


The Artillery Lane Playhouse 
recently opened its fourth Equity 
season with “Anna _ Christie.” 
Other bills include Samson Raph- 
(seen on Broadway as ‘“Jason”), 
Arthur Miller’s “All My Sons,” 





es ae os Aig - = |N. Y. last week for London to set | ° 9 
ae ; es ‘|up bookings, as well as to com-| NV L | () 
holding only 15%. Those are the sists Gash sevenmenente tec te! xon S as 


terms originally set by the author’ initial visit of the Sadler's Wells 








Salesman’ Window Trade 


| “Madame Is Served,” by Joseph 
| Grenzeback; C. Lawton Campbell’s 
'“The Bachelor Queen,” guest-star- 
‘ring Edith Atwater, and “Throng 
'o’ Scarlet,” by Vivian Connell. 


| ‘Subscriptions for the season are 
up about 15% over 1947-48, with 
considerable trade coming from 


* Robert Breen, who plays Hamlet 


in the Barter Theatre’s touring pro. 
‘duction of the Shakespeare drama, 
, will portray the Dane this summer 
' at Elsinore, the actual locale of the 
play. Cornelia Otis Skinner is 
| being sought for the role of the 
| Queen, and a name actress will 
probably play Ophelia. Breen will 
direct and Nat Karson, who de- 
| signed the Barter production, will 
ido the scenery. Broadway pro- 
| ducer Blevins Davis will present. 

| After the Elsinore engagement, 
the troupe may go to Germany to 
|do the play before soldier audi- 
iences. The idea is also to present 
‘the Barter production of John 
|Patrick’s “The Hasty Heart,” 
| which is currently touring in reper- 





other towns, particularly Jackson-| tory with “Hamlet,” with members 


ville and Daytona Beach. A factor 
in the increased biz this season is 
‘the use of the 
under which patrons may buy six 
| $1.80 tickets for $9, to be used one 
at a time, all at once or however 
‘desired. Policy has stimulated 
group attendance by organizations. 
Spot is operated by Patricia 
Dutton and Jane O’Connor. 





“block system,” 


of the same company appearing in 
both shows. 

| At the invitation of the Danish 
Nat.onal Open Air Stage, the 
troupe will arrive June 10 in Co- 
penhagen, with the “Hamlet” en- 
gagement starting June 17 and ex- 
i'tending through June 28, unless 
bad weather forces the postpone- 
|ment of some performances. Kar- 


eg aie te Oe ae one} Ballet of London to the U. S. next . 
ducer. Besides his piece of the fall. ; ‘ B S Flood () 
producer’s share and his author! Hurok will be abroad until end 
royalties (reportedly a_ straight - this wees Pig base P R 
10°), Kingsley gets $5,000 advance ome, an and scandinavia, 
as gf hectare against 2% of the looking for new artists and setting rotests i itt 
gross. up tours for his U. S. talent. 

—— . . : Sadler’s Wells troupe, consisting . 
id tan olan nh gn dr aed of 60 dancers, with 15 productions,| __ Pittsburgh, Feb. 15. 
tracts are understood to list his |i’ due to open its U. S. tour_with| Final realization last week that 
actress-wife, Madge Evans, as co-|2 three-week engagement at the | Nixon theatre, town's only legit 
author. That is believed to be a N- Y. Met Opera House Oct. 9. | site, would — only a en” ae 
fairly common practice with hus- preg room gener oe ‘t ia 
band-and-wife author combinations , | mid-1950 and put up 30-story of- 
snd precuanney. De 6 204 ees ‘ice building—brought a food ‘of 
tual contribution by each member mee lee eee 
of such a partnership may be ten- 
uous and virtually impossible to 
evaluate, the Government accepts 
them as stated. 


| son will go over ahead to inspect 


| editorial 
Jams Theatre Lobby; dailies os well as a hundreds of 


Sale May Set Record 


On the strength of the greatest 


protests from private citizens. 
Whether anything will come of all 
this, however, remains to be seen. 


Editorial writers and columnists | 


Legal title to “Detective Story,” raye reviews in years, “Death of a all jumped to the gun, hysterically 


like all Kingsley scripts, is held by 
Evans Literary Properties, for 
which the author’s sister, May 
Kirshner is nominee and members 
of his family are partners. 


CHI AUTHORITIES SHY 
ON ‘PROSTITUTE’ BAN 


Chicago, Feb. 15. 
Local showmen and civic leaders 
have been unable thus far to make 
any apparent headway in efforts to 





Salesman,” at the Morosco, N. Y., 
has started off as a smash of record 


proportions. With the boxoffice | 


second 
ticket window is being built to han- 
dle the volume of business. 
Despite the management’s un- 
precedented move in cutting agency 
allotments in half, virtually all | 
lower-priced seats have been sold 
until late June, and the top price 


calling for someone to save legit 


here, and then the letters to the} 


in from 
intend to 


began pouring 
Papers 


editor 
everywhere. 


line clogging the lobby to such an keep the issue alive as long as 
'extent that playgoers are having | P 
| trouble getting into the theatre to 
'attend performances, a 


ossible. 

General feeling seems to be that 
if there is a million available fv 
new Pittsburgh Playhouse and an- 
other million for outdoor amphi- 
theatre to house just nine weeks of 
summer opera, why nothing at all 
for the theatre itself? 

There’s a suspicion, however, in 
trade circles that Marcus Heiman 
must have something up his sleeve 


Met’s 48-49 $233,357 
Loss Paid Privately; 
2506 Drive for ’49-’50 


Drive started by the Metropoli- 


tan Opera last weekend for $250,- | 
000 from the public was a little | 


startling, most of the money, it’s 
claimed, to be earmarked for the 
1949-50 season. Nothing was said 


|the courtyard of Kronberg castle 
and design the production, which 
| will be built by Danes. The Amer- 
|ican National Theatre & Academy, 
of which Breen is executive-secre- 
tary, is not associated in the proj- 
ect. 

Previous “Hamlet” appearances 
at Elsinore have been made by 
Laurence Olivier and John Giel- 
gud, and it’s understood that a 
French actor is to be invited to 
play the part there next summer. 





about the $233,357 deficit incurred | 


last season (1947-48), or the ex- 
pected deficit uf about $250,000 for 
the current (1948-49) season. 


It’s learned, however, 
$233,357 loss is being taken care of 
currently by private donations 
from certain individuals, including 


that the’ 


Omaha Playgoers To 
Commute to Chicago 


Omaha, Feb. 15. 
Extension and enlargement of 
the Omaha Greeter Travel Service 


obtain reversal by Mayor Martin 


; { ickets < hausted ¢,. pitichur 3 tHe 3 ; 
Kennelly of the police ban on an ‘>4-80) tickets are ex “for Pittsburgh since it’s inconceiv- i. beng erne oe nae 
: te aoe wee Se | eee April. Producers Kermit apr s re d of United some members of the Met board. is expected to stimulate attend 
engagement of “The Respectful BI sani 4 Water Peet able that he, as head o nited Reason why the present season’s | ance from here at Chicago’s legi- 
Prostitute” here. Leon Despres, at- es ao Fee Ps ir - 45 ce Booking office, would have sold the expected needs aren't apparently timate theatres. Harry  Schwid 
tornev representing the American taven even attemptec 0 es imate Nixon—he owned it with Tony bei « ti ings t »d tc tl at the drive ‘ pe , ‘ ad ° 
Yiatt T Staats ry the advance sale, but mail orders) G@on¢ortj : eing anticipated is tha who conducts the travel service, 
Civil Liberties Union, has an ap- ieee aniie 4 the offi ay The ad. Conforti—unless there was 4 j, first move in a long-range plan, ae cee & Anat Wk dilteneds 
pointment with Kennelly today | "@V peony 8 4 r a d $250.- chance of a local outlet for his with immediate needs being passed and air lines, as well as theatres 
(Tues.), but Sam Gerson, Shubert | Y8"C® Was Hsured at around oo. touring shows. With Pittsburgh, > oe ‘ S. 


000 prior to the opening last Thurs- | now a two-week stand. out of the 
day night (10). picture as well as Washington, 
The broker allotment has been where National has become a film 
cut from 220 to 110 tickets per house, UBO attractions would be 
performance through March 5. in a sorry way for full routes. 
, Beginning March 7 and through As for Conforti, veteran restau- 
tended the pr ; : ; 4 
Univ. of Chicago whase thessters | restored. However, beginning April neath the theatre has been a local 
of the original New York cast of | 12 and every fifth week thereafter, institution for more than quarter 
: all seats will be withheld from the of a century, he expects to put in a 


“Prosti £4 - P : , : 
Pye ster omen ys ye ag _agencies and will be used to fill bid with Aluminum Co. for space 


theatre representative here, has 
been unable to reach the police 
commissioner, who issued the ban. 

Nearly 1,200 people, including | 
professional and civic leaders, at- | 


mail orders. 


over for the moment. For 

Met board has felt for some time 
that a long-range plan is critically | 
needed, to decide which way opera 
in general, and the Met in particu- 
lar, is going to go. Paramount 
question to be decided is whether 
to stick to the present outmoded 
39th st. house and remodel it, or 
build a new opera house. Time is 
needed to study the situation be- 
cause of the factors involved. A 


$41.70 a theatre-hungry 
Omahan may have a roundtrip to 
Chicago by rail with his theatre 
ticket and hotel room included. 
For $60 he can have the same 
trip via Pullman, and for $73,85 
the same setup functions via air. 

Deal has so far been made with 
engagements of “Mister Roberts,” 
“Harvey” and “Finian’s Rainbow.” 
It’s first time such a thing has 
| been tried here. Initial interest 


speech by Mare Connelly, repre- | 


senting legit theatre groups oppos- 
ing censorship, those _ present 
signed a petition to Mayor Ken- 
nelly stating that the play is not 
“obscene or immoral,” as police 
have charged. 


A resolution, adopted by the! 


gathering, urges “that any censor- 


ship of plays be effected only by. 


action of the whole community, 
either by force of public opinion or 
through properly constituted courts 
and juries.” 





‘Starfish’ in Tryout; 
Ann Arbor to Resume 


Seattle, Feb. 15. 

“The Purple Starfish,” new play 
by Bill Noble with an amusement 
pier locale, will be tested March 
27-April 9 by George Savage’s Try- 
out theatre here. Jerry Van Steen- 
bergen will direct. 

Author is a former Hollywood 
scenarist. 





Ann Arbor Resumes 
Ann Arbor, Feb. 15. 

The Ann Arbor drama festival. 
presented every spring from 1938 
through 1942, will be revived this 
year with Valentine Windt, drama 
director of Michigan Univ. again 
in charge. As formerly, there will 
be a professional company with 
Broadway and Hollywood guests. 

Season opens May 9 and runs 
through June 11. 





Vt. Reopening 
Winooski Park, Vt., Feb. 15. 

The St. Michael's college play- 

house here will reopen June 28 

for its strawhat season and will 

play through Aug. 20 with an 
Equity company. 

Henry Fairbanks will again be 


executive director. , 000 


Several aspects of “Salesman” 
are analogous to the previous Ar- 
thur Miller hit, “All My Sons,” 
‘which won the Critics’ 
prize of 1946-47. Both plays dealt 


with the relationship between a fa- the street level at a cost of around should 


ther and his two sons, and in each 
case the latter were disillusioned | 
with their parent. In both in-! 
stances, director Elia Kazan worked | 
closely with the author on the 
script and then had a hand in ar- 
ranging the production. Fried was 
associated in both presentations, 
|the previous time with Harold 
|}Clurman. Arthur Kennedy has 
| played one of the sons in both 
plays (in the former, the other son 
had been killed before the cur- 
tain rose). 





| 
| 
| 
| 


Bromley to Produce | 
Actor’s New Comedy 


Harald Bromley, co-producer of 
the touring edition of “‘O Mistress 
Mine,” will produce a new, un- 
titled comedy by Ronald Alexan- 
der, an actor in “Light Up the 
Sky,” at the Royale, N. Y. He in- 
tends to put the play into re-' 
hearsal as soon as possible. No 
director or actors are set. | 


Production will be budgeted at | 
$30,000, including a tryout tour. 


| 
| 





| 


Bill for N. Y. State Theatre 


Albany, Feb. 15. | 

Assemblyman Philip Schupler, | 
Brooklyn Democrat, has reintro- | 
duced a bill establishing in the’ 
State Education Department a state | 
theatre, to be located in New York | 
City, for presenting dramas, reci- | 
tals, musicals, operas, 
similar artistic performances. | 


Circle _ theatre 


to continue his operation in the 
new structure. If that deal falls 
through, he says he’ll retire. Con- 
forti, 
building with Heiman, 
also put up a new cocktail room on 


$175,000. 


Longhair Shorts 


Brenda Lewis, who sang one of 
leads in music-drama “Rape of 
Lucretia” recently at Ziegfeld, 
N. Y., will be co-soloist with Fred- 
erick Jagel at Mt. 
phony Society concert Saturday 
(19) in Mt. Vernon, N. Y., 
ducted by Simon Asen. She’ll also 
be soloist with the Brooklyn (N. Y.) 
Symphony March 16, and one of 
soloists with Kansas City Phil- 
harmonic in Beethoven’s Ninth 
Symphony March 1-2. 

Stella Roman, Met dramatic 
soprano, has signed a contract with 
Sol Hurok .. . Jarmila Novotna, 
currently in her 10th season at the 





Metropolitan, will return to Salz-. 


burg for the first time in 11 years 
this summer. She will sing in per- 
formances of “Der Rosenkavalier.” 


Yale Nixes Al Fresco 
New Haven, Feb. 15. 


An attempt to furnish al fresco 
musicale for this community came 





/a-cropper when Yale authorities 


thumbed down use of one of the 
university’s outdoor athletic plants 
as a site for the venture. 


Michael H. (Mickey) Wren, who 
has promoted sports shows at the 
local arena, planned to offer a 
series of operettas next summer, 
with “Desert Song” as a tentative 
teeoff. Idea was conked with a 
verbal bungstarter from the Eli 


plays and Board of Regents, whose members. 


decided to stick to a tradition 


Appropriation would be $1,500,- which precludes use of the col- 


; jlege stadia for such a purpose. 


new house would mean new sets, 


following his purchase of 


Vernon Sym-| 


con-| 


costumes, other unexpected outlays. 
Thus, part of the 250G to be 


raised publicly will go towards a/' 


seems healthy. 

In other words, seats for these 
_Chicago shows are now on sale in 
downtown Omaha. 


detailed study on whether the Met | 


rehabilitate its 


‘the money will be used to give 


'Edward Johnson a sort of sendoff. 
when he retires end of next season | 
after 15 years as general manager, | 
the money going to mount two im- | 


portant new productions and sev- 
eral revivals. 

Metropolitan Opera Guild will 
handle the 250G fund-raising cam- 
paign. Mrs. 
Guild’s founder and prez emeritus, 
stated Saturday (12) that $40,000 
had already been subscribed pri- 


vately before public announcement | 


was made. It’s likely that more 
than the 250G needed will be 
raised. The Met has had three pub- 
lic drives for funds before, each 
time going well over the goal. 

In 1932, it sought $300,000. In 
1940, it asked for $1,000,000 to buy 
the theatre property from the 
stockholders. In 1944, it sought 
| $300,000. Each time the drive went 
\way over. The 1940 drive went 


/over the million mark by an addi-' 


‘tional $400,000. The $300,000 drive 
in 1944 went over the mark by an 
additional $50,000. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Anybody Home” — Phyllis 
Holden. 

“Detective Story” — Lindsay & 
Crouse. 

“Emerald Staircase”—Lee Sabin- 
son. 

“I Know My Love” — Theatre 
Guild. 

“Ivy Green’”—Hall Shelton. 

“South Pacific’ — Rodgers & 
Hammersttin, in association with 
| Hayward & Logan. 





present 
house or build a new one. Most of | 


August Belmont, | 


| 





Legit Bits 


Recent failure of “The Shop at 
Sly Corner” involved a loss of 
$43,000, including $3,379 of pro- 
ducer Gant Gaither’s own coin... 
Joan Copeland, ingenue of “De- 
| tective Story,” is a sister of Ar- 
thur Miller, author of “Death of a 
Salesman.” She was_ previously 
understudy in “How I Wonder” 
... Harold Kussell is general man- 
ager for Hall Shelton’s production 
of “The Ivy Green” .. . Mae 
|West’s impromptu curtain speech 
opening night has been edited, 
and she’s making it after every 
| performance of “Diamond Lil”... 
| Backers of “Light Up the Sky” 
/have repaid half their $75,000 in- 
| vestment, and the rest is in the 
(till... Joseph M. Hyman is figur- 
/ing on a $75,000 budget for his 
fall production of Edward Chod- 
orov’s “Senor Chicago.” 

Gilbert Miller will make his act- 
ing “comeback” as the waiter in 
a scene from “Osear Wilde,” with 
Robert Morley and John Buckmas- 
_ter, for the “ANTA Album” bene- 
| fit March 6 at the Ziegfeld, N. Y. 
Louis Calhern will m.c. the show 
|... Judith Anderson will probably 
| bring “Medea” to the City Center, 
'N. Y., before Maurice Evans ar- 
‘rives at the municipally-operated 
/house for a pop-price engagement 
(‘in “Man and Superman” . . - 
George Sanders will take over the 
|male lead in “Edward, My Son, 
/at the Martin Beck, N. Y., when 
Robert Morley returns to England. 
He'll join the company April 25 
and is under contract until Oct. 22 
... Joan Tetzel leaves the cast of 


(Continued on page 60) 
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‘Love Life’ Earns Back $43,000, 


Pays 206 on 2006 Investment 


“Love Life,” Kurt Weill-Alan¢ 


Jay Lerner musical at the 46th 
Street, N. Y., has earned back 


about $43,000 of its $200,000 in- 
vestment. Backers have been paid 
$20,000 and there is a reserve of 
nearly $23,000. Show’s actual pro- 
duction cost was almost $183,000, 
including $16,000 loss on the try- 
out tour. The earnings include 
$2,500 from sheet music royalties. 

Company operating expense for 
the Cheryl Crawford production 
runs around $12,500, plus the the- 
atre rental of 30% of the gross (at 
the present b.o. pace). That in- 
cludes over $7,000 for cast, 
wards of $4,000 for stagehands 
and musicians and a trifle under 
$1,400 author royalties (which have 
been cut from 12% to 442%, plus 
$150). 

Gross for recent weeks has been 
$26,000 or less, with last week’s 
take slipping below $24,000. How- 
ever, a determined effort is being 
made to continue the run, and the 
theatre management is said to be 
playing along. No other musical is 
on the horizon for the house. 





Saroyan’s ‘Don’t Go’ 
Tees Off New Deal For 
Coast Circlers Players 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 
Casting starts this week for 
“Don’t Go Away Mad,” William 
Saroyan play, which will be world- 
preemed by the Circle Players 


March 26 to tee off local legit 
group’s new operation at the} 
Coronet theatre. Circle will use | 


the Coronet for new scripts ex- 
clusively. 

Second attraction at the Coro- 
net probably will be “Caligula,” 
Albert Camus’ French play, which 
will get its U. S. premiere at the 
Circle and then move over. 

Also in the offing for the Coro- 
net is a new venture for the Cir- 
cle group an intimate musical with 
score by Frank Loesser. A sum- 
mer bow is indicated. 

Circle last year world preemed 
Saroyan’s “Sam Ego’s House” at 
its home base. 


KAUFMANN TRUST GIVES 
9006 TO PITT THEATRE 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 15. 

Pittsburgh’s projected million- 
dollar amphitheatre for summer 
operas was assured last week when 
the Edgar J. Kaufmann Charitable 
Trust announced a gift of $500,000 
with the proviso that the city con- 
tribute an equal sum to pay for the 





construction of the open-air bowl. | 


It’s fully expected that local 
authorities will go along after a 
series of public hearings, which is 
mandatory. 

For Kaufmann, it’s merely a con- 
tinuation of help he has already 
given to under-the-stars produc- 
tions here. In three summers of 
company’s existence, he has under- 
written the losses, at a cost of 
around $175,000 to head of Pitts- 
burgh’s largest department store. 

Amphitheatre will seat around 
9,000 and is to include a 50-foot re- 
volving stage built within a sta- 
tionary stage measuring 130 by 80 
feet, and possibly a movable roof 
for rainy weather. Under terms of 
Kaufmann’s gift, city will own the 
Structure and it may be used for 


Purposes other than light opera. | 


City is likewise to furnish the land 
and site is now being worked on. 
Kaufmann Trust proposal specifies 
that if entire cost exceeds a million 
dollars, the project is to be aban- 
doned. 


‘OKLA.!’ 42G IN SPLIT WK. 


Trenton, Feb. 15. 
No. 1 company of “Oklahoma!”, 
dividing last week between the 
Capitol, Wilkes-Barre; the Temple, 





Scranton, and the Auditorium here, | 


piled up a total of $42,000. 
Musical is playing the Center, 
Norfolk, this week. 


up- | 





Jane Pickens Mulled 
| For ‘Foxes’ Musical 


With Rise Stevens bowed out as 
proposed lead for Marc Blitzstein’s 
|musical version of Lillian Hell- 
| man's “The Little Foxes,” interest 


| sibility she’ll get it, 
'producer Cheryl Crawford 
| Blitzstein favor her. 
ris is practically set to do the 
choreography. 

Music-drama is planned 
{into rehearsal in August, 
Robert Lewis directing and Horace 
Armistead doing the ‘sets. 


Harvey Skedded 


to go 





| Australian rights to “Harvey” 
| were bought last week in N. Y. 
| by J. C. Williamson Theatres 
ithrough its N. Y. rep, Dorothy 
| Stewart. Comedy is planned for 
| production in February or March 
;of 1950 in Melbourne, 


| Robert Morley. 
‘ean or Britisher will play the El- 
wood P. Dowd lead role, but none 
has been chosen yet. 
Brown, now touring in “Harvey” 


role. 
“Edward” will open Down Under 


| New Zealand. Whether Sydney or 
Melbourne gets the preem hasn’t 
been decided, depending on thea- 
tre availabilities. ‘“‘Annie Get Your 


Gun,” after completing 10 months | 


in Metbourne, has been running 25 
| weeks at the Theatre Royal, Syd- 


ney, and is expected to do another | 


_30 weeks, with bookings months 
_ahead, a rarity in Aussie. 


“Oklahoma!” will open in Mel- 


/ bourne, at His Majesty’s, Saturday | 


| (19), with several Americans im- 
| ported for the leads. These in- 
|clude Robert Reeves, as Curley; 
| Carolyn Adair, Laurie; Davie Glad- 
stone, Aunt Eller; Louise Barn- 
|hart, Ado Annie; Hal Gary, Ali 
| Hakim; Redd Knight, Will Parker; 
/Robert Grandin, Jud; Raymond 
| Bailey, Carnes, and Matt Mattox, 
| the dancer Curley in the ballet. 
,|Ted Hammerstein went out to 
| stage the show, with Jemze de- 
| Lappe accompanying to do the 
| dances. 
| bourne, Sydney and other Aus- 
| tralian cities, after which it will 
hee New Zealand. 

_liamson productions. The Italian 
| Opera Co., which Williamson also 
|imported, and which did boff biz 
|in Melbourne and Sydney for 14 
| weeks at each stand, is now in 
New Zealand playing to SRO 
houses. 


‘Dallas State Fair Sets 





Dallas, Feb. 15. 





‘mutually satisfactory agreement 
‘with the stagehands union and 
|plans for the local 1949 alfresco 
/'season are expected to be an- 
nounced shortly. 

| Schedule calls for eight produc- 
‘tions this season. Probable lineup 
|will start with “Up In Central 
| Park,” June 20 to July 3. 
| Marie” will 


Ma, I’m Dancin’,” July 18-24; “Bit- 
|ter Sweet,” July 25-31; “Pal Joey,” 
| Aug. 1-7: “Chocolate Soldier,’ Aug. 
8-14, and “Show Boat,” Aug. 15-28. 





Omaha Sets Pair 
Omaha, Feb. 15. 
‘Omaha Community Playhouse 
to do “Command Decision,’ March 
29-April 11. and “John Loves 
iMary,’ May 10-24. 


¥ 


SHENS HOPEFUL 
ON WIDE FRONT Miss Liberty’; May Cost Up to 2506 


| 


|}is centered again on Jane Pickens | 
|for the role. There’s strong pos- | 
since both | 
and | 
Helen Tami- | 


with | 


For Aussie in 90 


following | 
run of “Edward, My Son,” starring | 
Either an Ameri- | 


Joe E. | 


here, turned down a bid for the | 


next Sept. 15 and play Aussie and | 


Musical will play Mel- | 


Above shows are all J. C. Wil- | 


’49 Alfresco 8-Play Sked 


State Fair Casino has come to a. 


“Rose | 
follow, July 4-10; ) 
“Bloomer Girl,’ July 11-17; “Look | 


By HOBE MORRISON 


Legit is beginning to put up a 
comeback fight. On various fronts, 
imaginative and bold steps are 
being taken to halt the steady 
shrinkage of theatre audiences, 
particularly on the road, by at- 
tracting new patrons and holding 
old ones, and to reverse the con- 
tinued rise of production and op- 
erating costs. 


Considered individually, the 
different developments might not 
| mean much. But viewed as re- 
| lated parts of a broad picture they 
| constitute the most encouraging 
| sign on the theatre horizon in 
many years. 

Some of the hopeful signs in- 
clude: 

1. The Show-of-the-Month Club, 
| which is combining the Theatre 
Guild subscription idea and the 
Book-of-the-Month Club setup in 
a fast-growing move to build new 
audiences. 

2. The New Haven railroad’s 
Show Train experiment, which will 
' be used March 1 to bring Connec- 
| ticut playgoers to a performance of 
“The Silver Whistle,” at the Bilt- 
| more, N. Y. 

3. The National ._ Light Opera 
Festival, a subscription plan being 
organized by Russell Lewis & 
Howard Young, with Music .Corp. 
of America, for touring operettas. 

4. The Dramatists Guild com- 
mittee, under the chairmanship of 
Kurt Weill, which is considering 
practical, immediate methods of 
reducing theatre costs and will 
next study long range moves to 
expand legit in New York and on 
the road. 

5. The forthcoming symposium 
on.the state of the theatre, sched- 
uled for March 2-4 in New York, 
which its sponsors are trying to 
confine to down-to-earth consid- 
eration of real problems of the 
| stage, with a minimum of speech- 
| making and special pleading. 

6. The Javits-Ives bill recently 
submitted to Congress for the for- 
| mation of a subsidized national 
| theatre. 
| 7. Progress already made by 
| various individual producers to re- 
| duce production costs and operat- 
/ing expenses which are tending to 
| eliminate the profit margin on even 
| hit shows. 

1,000 Members of SOMC 
The Show-of-the-Month Club, 
headed by quondam producer and 
|; agent Sylvia Siegler, already has 
/more than 1,000 members, although 
j it was formed only last October. 
| Most of its members are suburban- 
ites and many are believed to be 
(Continued on page 60) 





12 New Shows Added 
To St. Louis Season 


St. Louis, Feb. 15. 
Repertory of the 12-week 1949 
|season of the Municipal Theatre 


|Assn. that tees off in the alfresco 
_playhouse in Forest Park, June 9 
| has been completed. Sked consists 
| of two pieces new to the repertory 
and nine revivals. The new ones 
‘are “Bloomer Girl” and “Song of 
|Norway,” the latter to close the 
season with a 15-night run through 
_Labor Day. 


Season opens with an 11-night 
run of “New Moon.” Other shows 
to be presented include “Vagabond 
King,” “Red Mill,” “Bitter Sweet,” 
“Fortune Teller,” ‘Firefly,’ ‘“Choc- 
olate Soldier,” “Irene” and ‘‘Ro- 
berta.”” Advance sale for season 
ducats has passed the $100,000 


| mark. 





‘Cafe Crown’ on Coast 


Hollywood, Feb. 15. 


H. S. Kraft’s “Cafe Crown,” 1942 
Broadway entry. gets its Coast 
premiere March 17 at El Patio the- 
atre under the production aegis 
of Dale Wasserman. Ludwig 
Donath will play the role of Hymie, 
the eastside eatery busboy and 
quodam Yiddish theatre angel, a 
role created by Sam Jaffe. 

{ David Alexander will direct. 





. 
| 





Sherwood, Berlin, 





Duncan to Repeat Aussie 
Tour; Lawrence Also Set 


Todd Duncan fs returning to 
Australia and New Zealand for his 
second concert tour under J. & N. 
Tait management (division of J. C. 
Williamson Theatres), beginning 
in New Zealand June 7. He'll do 
some recitals in Honolula, under 
management of Honolulu Artists 
Service, on his way out. 

Marjorie Lawrence, Met soprano 
who is a native Australian, has 
also been set for a tour through 
Tait’s N. Y. rep, Dorothy Stewart. 
She’ll do 60 concerts, starting May 
26 in Melbourne. En route, she'll 
also do four concerts in Honolulu. 


M. Carroll Out Of 





Goodbye’ July 1 


Madeleine Carroll is now figured 
a virtual certainty to quit the star- 
ring role of “Goodbye, My Fancy,” 
at the Fulton, N. Y., as of July 1, 
but her plans for next season are 
indefinite. She’d like to do anoth- 
er Broadway play, but if nothing 
suitable comes along she may go 
to Hollywood. She'll spend the 
summer in Europe, including a 
visit with her family in England. 

Michael Kanin, co-producer with 
Aldrich & Myers, is talking to sev- 
eral femme stars on the Coast 
about taking over the “Fancy” 
lead for the balance of the Broad- 
way run and the subsequent tour. 
Apparently there’s little chance of 
Irene Dunne doing so, as she’s re- 
portedly reluctant to return to legit 
after so many years in pictures. 
Miss Dunne was interested in get- 
ting the screen rights to the play, 
with the idea of producing it in- 
dependently. 

As bait to get a big name to take 
over the star part in the comedy, 
Kanin is reportedly willing to make 
a deal for the actress to repeat the 
'role in the film version, which he 
and his brother Garson Kanin will 
probably make under their Kanin 
Productions setup, possibly for 
| Universal-International release. 


| possibility to return to the “Fancy” 
cast after her summer vacation. 
She has notified the producers she 
‘will give them final word by May 
|15. It now develops that the 
reason the management failed to 
| get a contractual commitment from 
|the actress to remain with the 
show at least two seasons was that 


she was hesitant about doing a, 


stage play at all, and her agent, 
Bert Allenberg, opposed it. Under 
the circumstances, Kanin had to 
accept the one-season agreement. 


FRENCH JUVE, GUETARY, 
_ MAY DO B’WAY MUSICAL 


Toronto, Feb. 15. 
|! Georges Guetary, French singer, 
who just closed a Canadian tour, 
may be in the U. S. to do a Broad- 
way show in the fall. He has a 





tentative deal with the Theatre| 


Guild to appear in a legiter for 
that organization. He is refusing 
nitery dates, preferring the stage. 

Warbler is currently on his way 
back to England to get set for 
“Latin Quarter,’ a London Casino 
revue by Emile Littler in which 
he’ll co-star with Frances Day, and 
‘for which Jack Durant is also set. 
‘He was last seen 


‘smash. It was in this that Jerry 
Whyte, of the Guild, saw him and 
started negotiations for him to ap- 
pear in a Guild show. 

Guetary was at the Champlain in 
Montreal, where he scored a sen- 
sational $40,000 gross in eight days 
and at the Palais Montcalm in 
Quebec where he dittoed. Tour 
was set by his agent, Felix 
Marouani, Paris impresario now in 
| the States. 


Officially, Miss Carroll is still a, 


in London in) 
|““Bless the Bride,” current musical , 


Hart Financing 


“Miss Liberty,” forthcoming 
| Robert E. Sherwood-Irving Berlin 
musical comedy, will be financed 
by co-producers Sherwood, Berlin 
and Moss Hart, largely with their 
own coin. Show, expected to cost 
$200,000, or possibly as high as 

250,000, marks the first time Ber- 
lin has been associated in a pro- 
duction since he and the late Sam 
H. Harris did the old “Music Box 
Revues.” It will go into rehearsal 
about April 1 under Hart's direc- 
tion and is slated for the Imperial, 
N.Y., sometime in May, after a try- 
out tour. 

Berlin will keep his entire one- 
third slice of the production, but 
Sherwood is expected to share his 
one-third interest with the Play- 
wrights’ Co., of which he is a mem- 
ber, and Hart will probably farm 
out parts of his third to his brother 
Bernard Hart, Joseph M. Hyman, 
George S. Kaufman and possibly 
others with whom he’s. usually 
associated in financing deals. 

' With Allyn McLerie unable to 
get out of her featured part in 
‘“Where’s Charley?” at the St. 
James, N. Y., to take the title role 
in “Miss Liberty,” someone else is 
being sought for the assignment. 
The part doesn’t require a French 
accent, but should be played by 
someone who could give the im- 
pression of being of French an- 
cestry. Eddie Albert and Mary 
McCarthy are set for other lead- 
ing roles. Jerome Robbins will 
stage the dances and Oliver Smith 
will design the scenery. 

Sherwood and Hart have gone to 
the latter’s place at New Hope, Pa., 
to complete the show’s book, and 
Berlin left yesterday (Tues.) for 
his place in the Catskills to write 
five more songs. 


‘Gloves,’ Like ‘Smoke,’ 
In Sag After Heavy 
Party Biz Runs Dry 


“Red Gloves,” which has an- 
nounced a closing date of March 
12, at the Mansfield, N. Y., is the 
second show of the season to sag 
after doing heavy business on the- 
atre parties. The other was “Sum- 
mer and Smoke,” the Margo Jones 
production of the Tennessee Wil- 
liams play. On the othér hand, 
business for “Where’s Charley?” 
has held up at the St. James, N. Y., 
since the end of party bookings, 
but “Love Life” has tapered off at 
, the 46th Street, N. Y., now that 
parties are over. + 

According to the last statement 
sent to the backers by producer 
| Jean Dalrymple, ‘Red Gloves” had 
earned back “in excess of $20,000” 
of its $75,000 investment, as of mid- 
January. The show at that time 
represented a “net worth” of 
$75,000, she reported, including 
$90,000 assets and $15,000 liabili- 
| ties. The backers have never re- 
ceived any return on their invest- 
ment, however. 

Weekly grosses, which were top- 
ping $20,000 a week with the help 
_of parties, dropped to a trifle over 
$17,000 week-before-last and con- 
tinued down last week with a 
reported $15,000. The stop clause 
for the show is $14,000. The star, 
Charles Boyer, who has a $25,500 
investment in the production, has 
declined to go on the road with the 
play. He has a $2,000-a-week guar- 
antee against 15% of the gross. 

When “Gloves” closes, Boyer will 
‘return to Hollywood with his wife, 
ex-actress Pat Patterson, and their 
| two children. He'll close his home 
there and then go to France for a 
visit. 








VERSATILE STEWART 

| Dorothy Stewart, N. Y. iegit 
rep for J. C. Williamson Aus- 
tralian theatre chain, and writer 
of the hit tune, “Now Is The 
Hour,” has had several more re- 
cent songs published. 

Todd Duncan is featuring her 
“The Rain Road” on his recital 
programs, and Marjorie Lawrence 
_will preem Miss Stewart’s latest, 
.“Tunes of Home,” on her concerts 
, this season. 
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n ‘ his instance is something oo ‘ i with proper treatment. 
agli be pte nee Ag Ae f: trial. Lilli Palmer, also! Yiddish Pla S Saoeenay is that in the present play,/ sxil! in writing, staging and act- | ” 
his life has been a failure. Mov-| — ae ee wee | y the inevitable scene between the|ing has succeeded in combining er 
ing back and forth into flashbacks, | a skilliul and appealing | estore Se: e unsuccessful! these elements to make credible a $1 
it reveals how his favored older | performance as the daughter. Ar- lovers takes place at the end of highly improbabl ituati 
pir |lene Francis is excellent as the| I , . the second instead of the third act. | " probable situation. Be- : 
son, once a highschool football | ¢ oo il Ss. wave It to Charley a Ird act.| cause someone along the line in ris 
idol. has become a petty-thieving nancier’s iscontented wife,| y ha Skulni ; ” | The first act is long and gets al-| washinst isfiled : 
: - y-thievin& | while Doe Avedon, Donald Hanmer | ~ =. production of musical, most nowhere. Jean Galone, a ee eee a__certain bas, 
bod Pah Sa oe and Lawrence Fletcher are satis- comety & | wo acts a pacenes). | Stars celebrated artist, discusses life and document intended to abolish the 
ee eta urned into a) factory in supporting parts, and Louis Freiman and Isidor Friedman; mu- love with his former pupil and best | , tice of Seeds and Standards” in ‘ 
erous wastrel. | Phyllis Kirk is decorative ina bit.| 8a PPS, yatei: rics. Isidor biltian friend, Claude Darois. Following 1944, the bureau is still in opera- § 
Willy himself has been buoyed Stewart Chaney has designed a  Shapero: seis by Michael Saltzman; orch the death of his wife, he is no tion in 1949, being carried on by 
up all these years by his wife’s| handsome sitting room and a conducted by Ellstein. At 2d Ave. thea- longer interested in women, until, the widow of its founder and a 
understanding and devotion. and plausible garret, and the gowns b re, N. Y., opening Feb. 11, *49; $2.40 top. Madeleine Ronv ts i -. spinster, Mrs. Turnbull and Miss 
bv his illusions about himself. But Valentina and Castillo are ned ee Rose Greenfield | ance. The pore tt a tee Hower _ 
s ius g s ° . , é »- | Mai see eee eee Freidele Lipschitz ‘ . ac akes piace 5 
when he’s no longer able to travel | coming. Hobe. | Rachel Eisman Anna Teitelbaum | two years later when Madelei i i i i 
ne’ : © | ee na Teitelbau ye i en Mz ne is The setup is about to be investi- 
aaiciag Reg hg gy io gd ica ar | En as Serer | SHOU, 0 tenve, Im and marcy jgated by a Mauidating commission | Wi 
- ‘ ‘ ; , | Matchmaker ................M Feder | \iauade. en he is to of this when To! y ; ashing- 
New York. only to be fired, his| Herman Levin revival of drama in three | Beehe ni Zoe ctevere en’ Jacob Susanoff betrayal. Galone has a stroke, dur-| ton Fi arn Mine ges" "Fanaa fir 
world tumbles around him. Then | 2¢ts (17 scenes) by William Shakespeare. | Victor |... -. se... Lilly Liliana ing which Madeleine makes it clear | div d si eae | fir 
he learns, the same day. that his | ers ee are cw arti, agtures Philip | Shprinze Gleckel........ youn 7icbield | that she is more in love with him Sea wader te a of Karen Nor- ev 
older son’s latest business attempt | Polly Rowles. Direction and lighting, | HE®,, ’ ton ....... Max Rosenblatt. than with Claude. In the third act ladies Ene y a de 
is futile. and he is utterly shat- | Richard Barr; settings and costumes Ses eg Menasha Skulnik Madeleine and Gal restored aciles, appears and takes the situa- di 
a ; | '493 $4.80 top opening). | Surala Silver Aaa Waters |C , | tae commission, consisting of ‘ ia 
Building inexorably from the Richard, Duke of Gloucester. .... | Surala Silver...... .....Ann Winters Claude and are apparently all set State Dp ’ : f a | 
: ! . , : epartment representative “i 
quiet opening, the play reaches Duke of Clarence........ Riv wees | |to live happily ever after when|an Arm j i 
agonizing intensity in a last, bit- Brackenbury................ Alan Frost |, Whatever the vehicle, Menasha ~~ falls. colonel fg Oy ome a 
ter quarrel between the now aged  Hastin8s--------22--55) Robert H. Harris Skulnik is bound to get his full) ,, a Py ag yin > in aster completely in the dark meanwhile ; 
and broken father and his frenzied Tressel..-.-2..2....2.... s Reid quota of laughs, and in “Leave It | Ct@ftsmanship, the play has a hol- 4, ; r' an 
alder son. At the end, Willy kills Berkeley .. ssrseeeeees-Robert Carricart to Charley,” the veteran Yiddish-| low ring, heightened only ocea-| the bare es the two operators of ar 
himself for his insurance, leaving Queen Elizabeth............ qoly Rowles language comedian is getting more | sionally by the. psychological over-| pb age o have tea with the } bs 
‘his wife to wonder why and a Grey ..........ec.eee ene. David clive ‘han his share. For here is a musi-| somes for, which the author iS the F ei fee oe Spteee See He 
sympathetic neighbor to attempt a Dorset ...--.---e ee: Doughe Watson cal that is better than most in the | {2™MOuS., It is well acted, however, e French Legion of Honor medal | be 
} fumbling explanation. Vanghan pertete Warren. Burmeister |2d avenue idiom as it goes on bor-. especially by gMadeleine Robinson for services as the two scientists | m 
| ia uckingham ... ip Bourneuf rowing from “uptown.” “ (handsomely dressed by Jacques Tesponsible for the development of in 
All the performances are superb anley..........0..+00e. Orrin Redfield , ptown. Charley” | Fath) and Claud ae | “herbilogical rf ” 
but Lee J. Cobb gives a devast - CUMMINS: ad es chec kaos s<% William Nichols and Skulnik are bound to do biz. | id Claude Dauphin. The | gical warfare. 
‘4 ing portrayal as the tra ic ‘Will Gi ec Charles "Suhetetion and the language should be no real curiosity of the performance} As a_ sideline, Thurston also ‘ 
gris © pli Ae il eatite 1 y ese Mesmseds.. |... sce: Gre eedian barrier for those who don’t under- is the appearance of Jean Gabin in| breaks up a romance between his ( 
; ; Mildred D k i itv, and | Edward IV............. Joseph Foley| Stand it. The comedy is. broad | 2 first important stage role, and ex-wife and a young doctor. . 
fi unnock is heart-break- Lord Mayor of London Walter F. Appler enough to be int it is this that will probably make E thi i i . 
j ing as the wife who understood Tytell .--------.5+- Nehemiah Persoft e interpreted by any- th lav , Everything is rosy until Senator 
her husband’s failings and loved Righmond...- 0. Michael Sivy One. be ar reasonably successful, Kruger, who originally abolished 
4 Oe ce eee ee ne | See... Connie Lessard, Ed Hoffman ack frequent difficulty in the Yid- divided "ee tien Gaal is widely the bureau, enters the picture to 
fine as the weak older son, and| This revival of “The Tragedy of | amp theatre is the failure of the doubtedly r si or an ute | ee out, Why the political corpse 
k ragedy of amplifying t y responsible for an out s 
the supporting roles are excel- King Richard the Third” (to give on sharpl: sys “o to be turned rageous amount of mugging, and never was buried. Thurston has C3 
lently played by Cameron Mitchell it the fanfare title) is done in the the 2d ite “thusies the —s at his diction is not up to theatrical 7 scans F eeaggtal ition, which . 
as the younger son, Howard Smith style of a Warner action meller of doing it somewhat “ad re over-| standards. But for his fans, and he|°,. Go mPromising position, . which it 
as the neighbor, Thomas Chalmers a decade ago. That is, fast and fact, a tenden ._ There is, in has many of them, he can do no /¢@ds to a curtain cue having the fe 
as Willy’s fabulously successful loud, with accent on violence. The Skulnik vg Pw —_ | Wrong. Fred, . Senator reestablish the bureau and tr 
brother, Alan Hewitt as the smus result is a good show for See te tek aaa Ee so directed. And, ; Thurston about to _ reestablish F 
young boss. and D se, he’s on practically from /marital status with Kar 5 
on Keefer. Ann act and a half, but thereafter a the beginning. With P : . | yr | 
Driscoll, Tom Pedi. Constance progregsively strident and tiring Miss Zwerling the = him and enn-Mill Bowing In ' A number of zany tangents are tl 
Ford and Hope Cameron. performance. It may have a mod- would be more evident. 1 fact | May; Stanford A d Soe teten iae nana oy " 
Kazan’s dvnamic staging has giv- erate run, but seems unlikely to there should be more “tor Miss " illvi = vate ladie ee 
en sveat added imnact to the plav.. pay off the investment. Zwerling to do. co saitiville, Pa.; Feb. 15. to oy Ne np a = oe & 
getting particularly explosive ef- Most of the boring genealogic: The songs ; ' The Penn-Mill th egro pants repair man a e 
g genealogical gs by Abe Ellstein and eatre will open femme rhumba teacher; a stork- 


fect from the scenes of conflict exposition, which was never too Isidor Lillian are _ sati , May 27 as the first profession 

Al mapas writes so powerfully. clear anyway, has been eliminated, though by no means hamabic, | sttawhat in Columbia ‘county “hig- | exDectant couple. They also do 
Tielviner’s combination setting, while the lurid action has been while the dance-staging by Lillian ‘Fy: IN parking for a fee. And & 
 viggend ag stvle to the one retained. The production is simple, | Shapero is run-of-de Mille. | Irving Tilson, New York actor-| in dor nina Pine bl Ae ne 
aaa an for “Summer and but effective, using a double arch Other performers who acquit director who will head the outfit, |g st ed The blending of this 
Smoke.” is made even more ex- as the basic scenery, drapes and a themselves well are Lilly Lilliana, will hold an organizational meeting sabeniahed. aa “es ae ee ae 





, pressive hv artful lighting and few set pieces. The mood is height- Leon Liebgold and Jacob Sussa- here Feb i 
oq Alex North’s eerie background mu- ened by colored spotlighting aaa noff. Kahn, line up local meee te te ae | at eee, roaming: ie emphasized T 
sic contributes enormously to the tke most imaginative and daring | nosienlnsiniontinian ture. e ven- | all the way down the line, Mel- a 
n a use of recorded background music The Lucky Fool The Douglas finds the feb | 5 
mhe Death of a Salesman” pre- legit _ heard in years. | and seeehe production of B’way Actors’ Prizes a bs =, a Raa 
ier was a “e ? > , » @l scenes. Stars L | : ’ 
memorable event. ut the performance is generally Fuchs; features Jacob Tacobe, Miri Stanford, Cal., Feb. 15. lthrough the nutty goings-on in fine : 


There was the customary first- disappointing. It is played so fast Kressyn. Music, Yasha Kreitzberg; lyrics,| Two Broadway actors are among Style Featured in classic support 


nicht ovation e ‘ : : Jacob Jacobs; director, ‘ 
at the final curtain, that the actors occasionally give Yances, Sally Josophaon. At Petveer the four winners of $1,000 junior art-| 4% Mabel Paige and Laura Pier- 











with the author being pulled from the impression of being on piece- atre, B oda" ——. | , 

the wings to take a bow. Only work, while the meaning ie Soet ote. Karshotsky Pepe seiko berg | stS-in-residence fellowships from , Pont as the bureau-operating pair, 

this time the cheers were not and the actual lines become un- S208: 00cccccctcc Miriam Kressyn Stanford Univ. speech and drama | 28n Sterling, playing the attractive 

merely from associates and inter- intelligible. Moreover, most of the pellet ls Seymour Rechtzeit department. Grants are designed Karen; Richard Kendrick, the doe 

ested friends. As happened nightly actors practically yell the dialog, | Hershel... 2... TI David ‘Popper | £0r students with professional the- t© fiance; Howard St. John, 
; during the Play's tryout, the audi- so there is little shading or em- Chupa Moyer iiets SPY yer Ton | a experience. Ki et ag ts ya ore P 

A} ence was reluctant to leave the phasis. It needs a change of pace. Gitole.............. Ce She cobs, Recipients are Robi whom Tommy frames into a 1a 
f one il after the performance. Richard Whorf, playing the Dol. a sbevecuneesedaes Hannah Hollander and John Sicilam, beth of whos ae th ducti tes a F 
> 0 scuss e play and sonous hunch-backed PR a aine Maydeck | isually, e production rate: | 
te finally. acquaintances and eam this arch villain janag Bom nel ey od “ ery , if .N appeared on Broadway and 59.59 score. An attractively sim- = 
H gers alike. crowding backstage to ure in the early scenes and he hes | peng gad’ donee’ ine ‘ sprightly | ote be Seine ‘oan Lae Kk: |ple office setting has considerahre $ 
q congratulate the actors. stage- i u » which de- n. an | of by a_ poor | 
4 congratulate “the actors. “sfage- admirable ‘vigor throughout. But Fives its major interest im the in- E. Foersier, an opera director, in| lighting job which had the DISS |g 
Bi ten. Habe. \oontrel towsnd the end. aut oe Gee | ciaie -< bee ut then switches spe- already at Stanford under a pre-| walking in and out shadows. Cos- i 
pyovy tel oe | shyt Ve IAIT BIND eng, ene | cially which in many cases | Vious $50C grant. tuming is okay. Bone. fi 
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Total Broadway Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on VanRiEeTy’s 
_ boxoffice estimates, for last week and the corresponding week of 


last season: 


This Last 
Season Season 
Number of shows current ..............5.. rs 30 
Total weeks played so far by all shows............ 821 899 
Total gross for all current shows last week... $719,400 $674,000 


Total season’s gross so far for all 


shows. . . .$19,681,500 $19,300,500 
46 


Number of new productions so far.............. 49 














Weather Ups Chi; Finian’ $45,300, 
Roberts’ $29,100, ‘Streetcar’ $21,200 


Chicago, Feb. 15. * 


Week of pleasant weather helped | 
take kinks out of legit boxoffices, | 





particularly sparking “Finian’s 
Rainbow.” ‘Mister Roberts” con- 
tinues in sellout fashion, while | 


“Streetcar Named Desire,” Dante | 
the Magician, “Harvey” and “Raze | 

















Current Road Shows 
(Feb. 14-26) 


“Allegro” — Curran, Frisco (14- 
19); Biltmore, L. A. (21-26). 
“Annie Get Your Gun’’—Hanna, 


‘GHOSTS’ WAN $5,000 IN 2 


Los Angeles, Feb. 15. 
“Born Yesterday” wound a dis- 
appointing but still profitable four- 
week stand at the Biltmore Satur- 
day (12) with a total of $70,000 for 
the visit. Final frame was the best, 


‘BORN’ FINE $18,700, L.A.; 


B’way Slides Again; 
‘Salesman’ Smash $11,700 in 4 





hitting $18,700. House is dark this 


with “Allegro.” 
Another finalist Saturday was 


| “Ghosts,” which started El Patio 


off under the new management. 
two-week stay grossed around $5,- 
000, less than 20% capacity. House 
relights tonight (15) with the world 
premiere of “Elgie’s Woman.” 
Estimates for Last Week 

“Blackouts of 1949,” El Capitan 
(347th wk) (1,142; $2.40) $17,000, 
usual capacity figure. 
| “Born Yesterday,” Biltmore (4th 
wk) (1,636; $3.60). Fourth week’s 
$18,700 topped the run. 

“Ghosts,” El Patio (2d wk) (790; 
| $3.60). Grim $2,200 for the second 
and final frame gave the produc- 
| tion $5,000 for its two-week stand. 
| Figure, repping less 





The Roof” are faring profitable in ' Cleve. (14-19); Hartman, Col. (21-| capacity, was below even the op- 


final weeks. | 
Replacing “Harvey” at Black- | 
stone theatre will be “Desert | 
Song,” on March 7. “Dante” closed | 
Sat. (12) but Studebaker lights up 
again with “The Drunkard” | 
around Feb. 26. 
Estimates for Last Week 


Dante the Magician, Studebaker | 
(4th week) (1,246; $3.10). Closed 
Sunday (13) with two-weeker lined 
up in Detroit. Fair $8,000. 


26) 


lerating cost. Loss estimated at 


“At War With the Army”—Lo-| around $18,000. 


cust, Philly (14-19). 
“Blackouts of 1948”—E] Capitan, 
L. A. (14-26). 
“Born Yesterday”—Geary, Frisco 
(14-19). 
St. 


“Brigadoon” — American, 
Louis (14-26). 

Dante — Shubert-Lafayette, Det. 
(14-26). 
Alex., 


“Desert Song’ — Royal 


. o ) i 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” Shubert! ao ETE OURS Soe, 
(2nd week) (2,100; $4.94). Fair| «“payorite Stranger’—Aud., St. 
$45,300. 'Lyceum, Mpls. (16-19); Virginia, 
Harvey,” Blackstone (2nd week) | Wheeling (20); Hipp., Marietta (21): 
(1,358; $3.80). Still rating plus—| Aud, Louisville (24-25); Aud. 
comment in dailies. Fine $18.000.| Lexington (26) : ; 
“Mister Roberts,” Erlanger (22nd| “Ff injan’s Rainbow’ — Shubert 
week) (1,334; $4.33), Continues Chi (14-26). : 


sellout pace; $29,100. | 

“Raze The Roof,” Great North- | 
ern (4th week) (1,500; $3.71). Mild| 
$12,000. | 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Har- 
ris (20th week) (1,000; $4.33). 
weeks hiked b.o. 


Last ] 
Over $21,200. | 


‘SHOES’ STRONG 3456 
IN PITTSBURGH FINISH 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 15. | 

“High Button Shoes” finished at 
Nixon to strong $34,500, nearly a 
grand more than musical did in its 
first week. Had been heading for 
even more than that but fell off | 
down the stretch and couldn’t ped- 
die those nearly 800 seats in the, 
gallery, which accounted for show’s 
failure to match “Oklahoma!” and | 
“Finian’s Rainbow” figures. 
At that, however, over $68,000 in | 

a fortnight at $3.50 top isn’t bad! 
and “Shoes” could probably play | 
another stand here if it ever gets, 
back this way since there were vir- | 
tually no orch or balcony seats to | 
be had for any performance al-, 
ag immediately after the open- | 
ng. | 


‘Show Boat’ Strong 
$23,500 in St. Louis 


St. Louis, Feb. 15. | 


The Rodgers-Hammerstein musi- | 
cal, “Show Boat,” is still a strong 
b.o. attraction in this burg although | 
it has been presented for a total 
for 10 weeks in the Municipal Thea- | 
tre Assn’s alfresco playhouse in> 
Forest Park. A one-week stand of 
“Boat” at the American theatre 
that was wound up Saturday (12) 
hung up another neat b.o. record. 


The 1,700-seat house was scaled 
to $4.27, and estimated gross for 
eight performances was $23,500. 


Callaghan’s ‘Truth’ 





| 








$5,000 In Toronto Try Municipal 


Toronto, Feb. 15. 

Morley Callaghan’s “To Tell the 
Truth” grossed satisfactory $5,000 
at the Royal Alexandra, with 1,525- 
seater scaled at a light $2 top. 

Piece has been optioned by John 
Yorke and Cheryl Crawford, who 
caught it here, 





| (14-19): 


“Harvey” (Fay Co.)—Blackstone, 
Chi (14-19); Playhse, Wil. (21-26). 
“Harvey” (Brown Co.) — Lyric, 
Allentown (14-16); Rajah, Reading 


“High Button Shoes’’—Cass, Det. 
(14-26). 
“Inside U.S.A.”—Shubert, Bost. 


(21-26). 
“Make Mine Manhattan” — 
| Ford’s, Balto (14-19); Nixon, Pitt. 


(21-26). 

“Man and Superman” — Music 
Hall, Houston (14); Texas, S. An- 
tonio (15); Par., Austin (16); Worth, 
Ft. Worth (17); Majestic, Dallas 
(18-19); Conv. Hall, Tulsa (21); 


(24); Music Hall, K. C. (25-26). 


“Medea” — Cox, Cincy (14-19): | 


Hanna, Cleve. (21-26). 

“Mr. Roberts’—Erlanger, Chi. 
(14-26). 

“O Mistress Mine”’—Nixon, Pitt. 
Aud., Joplin (22); Conv. 
Hall, Tulsa (23); Home, Okla. City 
(24); Aud. L. Rock (25); Aud., 
Texarkana (26). 

“Oklahoma!” (No. 1 Co.)—Cen- 
ter, Nfk. (14-19). 

“Oklahoma!” (No. 2 Co.)—Shu- 
bert, Philly (14-26). 

“Raze the Roof’—Gt. North., 
Chi. (14-26). 

“Show Boat”—Coliseum, Evans- 
ville (14); Murat, Indpls. (15-16); 
Univ., Lafayette (17); Aud., L’ville 
(18-19), Poche, N. Orleans (21-26). 

“Streetear Named Desire” — 
Harris, Chi. (14-26). 

“The Big Knife” — Plymouth, 
Bost. (14-19). 

“The Drunkard’—Lyceum, Mpls. 
(21-26). 


| “The Emerald Staircase”’—Shu- 


bert, N. Haven (24-26). 

“The Heiress” — Davidson, Mil. 
(14-19); Cox, Cincy (21-26). 

“Two Blind Mice” .— Forrest, 
Philly (14-26). 


‘Annie’ Capacity 30G 


In Week at Charleston 
Charleston, W. Va., Feb. 15. 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” with 
Billie Worth in the title part, drew 
a nice $30,000 at the 3,517-seat 
Auditorium here last 
week. Musical played eight per- 
formances at a $3.60 top. Only one 
other show, “Oklahoma,” has ever 
| played a full week here, the stand 
| usually being a one-nighter or at 
| best a split-week. 
Charleston, with a population of 
about 80,000, has been growing as 
a show town in recent seasons, 








| ‘“Icelandia,” 
| wk) (388; $3.60). Finaled Tues. (8), 
{three days bringing around §$2,-| 


with patronage coming from 100 
miles or more. Harry Lashinsky, 
who books the theatre, has been 


Las Palmas (4th 


| 500. Full three weeks tallied only 
| $14,300—about 65% capacity and 
| unprofitable. 


“Okla. $32,000 
Despite Transit 


Strike in Philly 


Philadelphia, Feb. 15. 
Philly, in the throes of its third 
| transit strike within a decade, sur- 








(17-19); Comunity, Hershey (21-26), | prised legit, and amusement biz in 


| general, by holding up well enough. 
| However, indications are very 
| sickly for this week and, at present 
| writing, the strike promises to be 
|an extended one. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Oklahoma!,” Shubert (2d wk) 
(1,877; $3.90)—Musical on _ third 
| local visit didn’t feel strike at all. 
| Reversing record of second Philly 
try, “Okla.” has really gone to town 
|this time. Jumped considerably to 


|Home, Okla. City (22); Aud., Col. | over $32,000 last week. Run here 
- | limited to four weeks. 


“Make Mine Manhattan,” Forrest 
| (2d wk) (1,766; $4.55)—This return 
| did suffer at the weekend, having 


| been dependent more on boxoffice | 


sales than advance. It finally 
_ wound up with $21,500, a drop of 
several grand from first stanza. 
ae Blind Mice” opened Monday 

“At War With the Army,” Locust 
(1,540; $3.35)—One bad notice, one 
rave; one in-between. Audiences 
seemed to like this comedy of war- 
time. Strike hit this one quite a 
lot at end of week. $9,000 reported, 
non-profitable. 


‘MICE’ GOOD $11,000 
IN NEW HAVEN PREEM 


New Haven, Feb. 15. 

Preem of “Two Blind Mice” at 
| Shubert last weekend (10-12) found 
favorable word-of-mouth helpful 
in yy: a fair advance to a 
| good final take. At $3.60 top, four 
'performances pulled close to an 
‘estimated $11,000. 

Pix this week give way to an- 
other breakin next week, Thomas 
Mitchell in “Emerald Staircase” 








| (24-26). Other preems due soon in- | 


clude “South Pacific’ (Mar. 7-12) 
|and “Magnolia Alley” March 16- 
| 19). “Show Boat” is set for March 
| 28-Apr. 2. 


‘Brig’ Bonnie 3636 
In Week at Cincy 


Cincinnati, Feb. 15. 
“Brigadoon” frolicked to a bon- 
‘nie $36,500 in eight performances 
last week in the 2,500-seat Taft 
theatre at $4.31 top. Fetched swell 
notices from dailies. 

Judith Anderson in “Medea” is. 
in currently at the 1,300-seat Cox | 
for $3.69 high. Next week this. 





week, relighting next Monday (21) | 


than 20% | 


Broadway theatre attendance, 
slid off slightly again last week. 
The loss was not immediately 
alarming, but managers are con- 
cerned over the slow, steady down- 
ward trend of recent weeks, just 
as they always are at this time of 
year. Actually, comparison with 
previous seasons indicates that re- 
ceipts are holding up somewhat 
better than usual. 

As before, the Monday and Tues- 
day night business is offish, with 
midweek matinees also light at 
some-shows. The upturn generally 
starts Wednesday nights and, re- 
verting somewhat to the prewar 
pattern, there is heavy attendance 
weekends. 

Only opening this week is to- 
night’s (Wed.) “They Knew What 
They Wanted,” at the Music Box. 
Two premieres are slated for next 


week and, at the moment, two 
more for the following week. 
Estimates for Last Week 
| Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 
| “All for Love,” Hellinger (3d 
wk) (R-1,543; $6). Still getting 
slim attendance and amassing 


|losses for millionaire co-producer 
| Anthony B. Farrell; sad $8,000. 

| “Along Fifth Avenue,” Broad- 
| hurst (5th wk) (R-1,160; $6). Moves 
|'next week to the Imperial; eased 
off with the trend, but still getting 
a margin at $30,300. 

“Anne of 1,000 Days,” Shubert 
(10th wk) (D-1,387; $4.80). Off | 
|a trifle, but close to capacity at 
under $32,000. 
| “Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(144th wk) (M-1,472; $6.60). Ended 


a great run Saturday night (12) | 


with an upbeat $30,000, total gross 
| for the 1,147-performance run was 
about $6,000,000, and the return to 
the backer (20th-Fox) on the $320,- 
,000 investment has been approxi- 


mately 160% so far; road company 


| continues. 


| “As the Girls Go,” Winter Gar- 
den (13th wk) (M-1,519; $7.20). 


Was overquoted last week; $48,900. | 


| “Blood Wedding,” 
(Ist wk) (D-299; $3). 
| production got good trade on the 
initial week of a four-week run; 


New Stages 


$4,000, against a possible capacity | 


of $5,200. 

“Born Yesterday,” Miller (158th 
| wk) (C-940; $4.80). Still one of the 
big laughs on the list and holding 
to nice business; $13,000. 


| “Carousel,” City Center (3rd 
wk) (M-3,025; $3). Getting fine 
_ public support on its return en- 
gagement; moves Tuesday (22) to 
‘the Majestic at a $3.60 top; 
| $35,800. 

| «Death of a Salesman,” Morosco 
(ist wk) (D-931; $4.80). Opened 
| Thursday night (10) to greatest 
‘raves in years; can do about $25,- 
000 a week with standees, with a 
‘minimum operating nut of around 
$16,000; got SRO $11,700 for first 
four performances. 


| Diamond Lil,” Coronet (1st wk) 
(CD-1,003; $4.80). Revival is 
profiting from the good b.o. 
notices; $23,500 for first full week. 
| “Edward, My Son,” Beck (20th 
wk) (D-1,214; $4.80). British im- 
port is a steady sellout; $28,200. 
“Forward the Heart,” 48th St. 
(2d wk) (D-921; $4.80). Problem 
drama folded Saturday night (12) 
| with a disappointing $2,500 for the 
final week; show represented a 
loss of over $30,000. 
| “Goodbye, My Fancy,” Fulton 
' (13th wk) (CD-966; $4.80). Having 
' moved from the Morosco, the Mad- 
| eleine Carroll-starrer is still sell- 
| ing out, even at the midweek mati- 
‘nee; slightly smaller downstairs 
cuts the capacity to about $23,300; 
one theatre party last week cut 
|the gross to $23,200. 
| “High Button Shoes,” Broadway 
(71st wk) (M-1,900; $6). Holdover 
| musical has been feeling the com- 
petition from new hits, but is still 
| getting a profit; topped $34,000. 
“Howdy, Mr. Ice,” Center (34th 
wk) (R-2,964; $2.88). There’s al- 
ways family trade for this skating 


New Stages | 


ay: > Ol 
Heiress’ 936, K.C. 
Kansas City, Feb. 15. 
“Heiress,” with Basil Rathbone, 
layed three days in the Music 
oe last weekend to middlin’ biz. 
our performances Feb. 10-12 went 
at $3.60 top for eve shows, matinee 
39 3. Total for the four shows was 


P Next on the A & N Presentations 
Ocket is “Man and Superman,” ’ 
aurice Evans company is due in scaled to $3.38 top. “Tosca” pulled 

best. 


for three shows Feb. 25-26. 


using direct mail, billboards, news- 


shows throughout the area. 


San Carlo 161/,G, Mont’l 


Montreal, Feb. 15. 


San Carlo Opera Co. picked up 
|a fair $16,500 last week at His Ma- 
\jesty’s for seven performances in 








five days. The 1.579-seat house was | the 1,435-seat Hanna here. 


paper ads and radio to exploit | 


house gets “The Heiress” at same =e particularly weekends; 


scale. 5,000. as 
| “Inside U.S.A.,” Majestic (42d 
| wk) (R-1,659; $6). Finals Saturday 


MM; ? 2 (19) to go on the road; has been 
Mistress’ $16,200, Cleve. ‘1%, te £0 on the road 
Cleveland, Feb. 15. “Kiss Me Kate,” Century (7th 


Sylvia Sidney-John Loder edi- wk) (M-1,654; $6). Only a few more 
‘tion of “O Mistress Mine” rang up. weeks of theatre parties, then the 








a profitable $16,200 last week at capacity will rise about $2,000 a_ 


| week; another SRO $46,500. 
moved to the Nixon,|) “Lend an Ear,” National (9th 


Comed 
: , ) wk) (R-1,172; $6). Moves next week 


| Pittsburgh, this week. 


Fancy $23,200, 


‘Aquilon’ Gets Fair $11,300 in 6 


to the Broadhurst; another fine 
$29,200. 

“Life With Mother,” Empire 
(17th wk) (C-1,082; $4.80). Has felt 
the eni of theatre parties a bit, 
with business a bit light Monday 
and Tuesday nights; $18,500. 

“Light Up the Sky,” Royale 
(13th wk) (C-1,035; $4.80). Moss 
Hart’s laff-getter still a biz-getter; 
$21,800. 

“Love Life,” 46th St. (19th wk) 
(M-1,319; $6). Ebbing recently, 
with Sunday performances a mild 
hypo; almost $24,000. 

“Madwoman of Chaillot,” Belas- 
co (6th wk) (C-1,077; $4.80). Has 
surprised the dopesters, climbing 
from a mild start to virtual ca- 
pacity trade; $22,600. 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (52d wk) 
(CD-1,357; $4.80). Still getting 
standees every performance as it 
starts second year; $34,600. 

“My Name Is Aquilon,” Lyceum 
(Ist wk) (CD-990; $4.80). Theatre 


|Guild’s fifth subscription offering 


of the season opened Wednesday 
night (9) to unanimously unfavor- 
able reviews; first six performances 
helped by subscriptions to $11,300. 

“Private Lives,” Plymouth (19th 
wk) (C-1,062; $4.80). Another fine 


week for the Tallulah Bankhead 
| vehicle; $19,000. 
“Red Gloves,” Mansfield (10th 


wk) (D-1,041; $4.80). Despite the 
Charles Boyer name and perform- 
ance, business has toppled since 
the end of theatre parties; closing 
set for March 12; has been over- 
quoted; $15,000. 
“Richard III,” Booth 
(D-712; $4.80). Revival 


(ist wk) 
opened 


| Tuesday night (8) to divided press; 


first seven performances almost 
$11,000, must vacate the house 
March 5. 

“Silver Whistle,” Biltmore (12th 
wk) (C-920; $4.80). Comedy click 
holding profitable pace; $19,000. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Bar- 
rymore (63d wk) (D-1,064; $4.80). 
|Tennessee Williams prize winner 
rolling along at potent $24,000. 

‘*They Knew What They 
Wanted,” Music Box (D-1,012; 
$4.80). Sidney Howard's play, re- 
vived by John Golden, opens to- 
night (Wed.). 

“Where’s Charley?” St. James 
(18th wk) (M-1,509; $6). Has eased 
a trifle, but still getting near- 
capacity trade; $36,200. 





Garfield-‘Knife’ 
Big $22,100, Hub 


Boston, Feb. 15. 

Mid-February sag along the 
rialto in numbers of shows found 
/only two houses lighted last week 
| but both were doing sock biz. Only 
| opener this week is “Hershel the 
| Jester’ (Yiddish Art Theatre), 
which teed off for a week at the 
'Colonial last night. Titles ahead 
|are “Inside U. S. A.,” “The Emer- 
| ald Staircase,” “Oklahoma!” “The 
Ivy Green” and “South Pacific,” 
|with a local production of “No 
Exit.” Harvard Dramatic Club had 
'skedded “The Man Who Came to 
'Dinner” for March but Monty 
|'Woolley, for reasons of health, 
|called it off until April 13. 


Estimates for Last Week 


“The Big Knife,” Plymouth (1st 
week) (1,200; $3.60)—Second week 
‘climbed to over $22,100 and gain- 
ing for finale, now current. First 
week underquoted by about $3,000. 
' John Garfield draw mainly respon- 
‘sible but show has plenty of con- 
| troversial interest as well. 
| “They Knew What They 
| Wanted,” Shubert (1,750; $3.60)— 
'(2d week). Big biz for this one 
\throughout week with especially 
|heavy biz from mid-week on, re- 
i sulting in a wow $25,000 on final 
of two-week stand with Guild-ATS 
; support. 


‘ALLEGRO’ OK. $31,300 
IN 3D FRISCO WEEK 


San Francisco, Feb. 15. 

“Allegro” chalked up a hefty 
$31,300 for its third stanza at the 
Curran (1,776; $4.80). Theatre 
Guild presentation will remain at 
‘the Curran until Feb. 19, with 
| Olsen and Johnson slated to open 
their “Hellzapoppin °49” at that 
_house Feb. 20. ‘ 
“Born Yesterday,” with Jean 
| Parker and Lon Chaney, opened at 
the Geary (1,550; $1.20; $3.60). 
Monday (14) for four weeks, 
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new playgoers. An indication of 
its potential to the theatre is the 
fact that, weeks before the open- 
ing of “Death of a Salesman” at | 
the Morosco, N. Y., SOMC mem- 
bers had bought more than $32,000 | 
in tickets to the play. 

Furthermore, this business | 
avoids one of the drawbacks of 
theatre-party groups, as SOMC 
patrons get scattered locations on 
various dates and are not from the 
same social groups, localities, etc. 
Members pay boxoffice prices for 
tickets and the managements do 
not pay commissions on the busi- 
ness. 

The newest gimmick available to 
SOMC members, who pay $10 
dues, is the First Night Balcony 
Club, permitting patrons to obtain 
upstairs locations at premieres, 
also at b.o. prices. SOMC mem- 
bers are not required to buy tickets 
for any show, either premiere or 
subsequent performances, but are 
limited to two orchestra seats or 
four balcony locations for each of 
10 shows a season. 

Miss Siegler and two associates 
make the SOMC selections: and al- 
ternates a month or so in advance, 
usually on the basis of the script, 
reputation of the management, di- 
rector, actors, ete: The SOMC 
ticket supply is bought in advance 
and the membership is notified by 
mail of the selection and available | 
performance dates, general ticket 
locations, prices, ete. 


Selections So Far 

SOMC selections and alternates 
so far have included (in addition 
to “Salesman”’) “Edward, My Son,” 
“Life With Mother,” “Goodbye, 
My Fancy,” “Anne of the Thou- 
sand Days,” “Kiss Me, Kate,” | 
“Light Up the Sky,” “Lend An 
Ear” and, for March, “Detective 
Story.” The initial First Night 
Balcony Club show is “They Knew 
What They Wanted,” opening to- 
night (Wed.) at the Music Box, 
KM. .-%, 

Since the SOMC members are 
generally not regular theatregoers 
and many are new patrons, the 
business involved is largely figured 
as extra revenue for legit. Also, 
while the locations bought in ad- 


Legit’s Comeback Fight 


Continued from page 57 


| sale in the next few years, tele- yansfield, N. Y.. 


| subject, seems to indicate prog- 
ress. 

There appears to have been real 
progress in recent months toward | 
lowering theatre production costs. | 











'Thus, although conditions had 
At least, it’s figured, it would prob-| reached such a point that it has’ 
ably be feasible to set up a CO- cost $100,000 or more to produce a 
operative theatre ticket booth in one-set straight play, several hit 
Grand Central terminal, N. Y., | shows have recently been done for. 
for the convenience of commuters. only a fraction of that amount. 
Lewis & Young Plan For instance, Kermit meeptanee 

There are two notable aspects den & Walter Fried actually spent | 
of the National Light Opera Fes- | only $50,000 to put on “Death of 
tival plan of Lewis & Young. One a Salesman,” although they origi- 
is that it is to involve definite nally budgeted it at $100,000. Sim- 
shows, instead of being for a num- ilarly, C. Edwin Knill and Martin 
ber of productions to be selected Manulis have budgeted their tour- 
later, as with the American Thea- ing production (including a new 
tre Society setup. The more im- | setting) of “Present Laughter” for 
portant angle, however, is that the $35,000, but expect to do it for 
National Light Opera Festival is only about $20,000. Similarly, the 
to be booked through local man- Harald Bromley-Eddie Rich-Dean 
agements, along the lines of the Goodman production of “O Mis- 
community concerts setup and the tress Mine” was done for less than 
lecture circuits. ti $7,000, excluding bonds. 

This. local booking factor has “Diamond Lil,” Mae West click 
been a cornerstone of the growth | at the Coronet, N.Y., cost only $35,- 
of the concert and lecture business 000. “Private Lives,” the Tallulah 
during the last dozen years or so.| Bankhead hit at the Plymouth, 
Instead of handling subscriptions N. Y., involved a production out- 
from a central office in New York, | lay of only $23,000, an uusually 
the organizing of audiences in the low figure when it was produced 
various communities is left to lo- two seasons ago. Likewise, “The 
cal managements, with the central Silver Whistle,” at the Biltmore, 
bureau merely setting a schedule |N. Y., required an investment of 
of attractions, maintaining stand-| only about $30,000, including a 
ards and seeing that the attractions $10,000 loss on the tryout tour. 
booked actually appear. 

Particularly in the concert field, 
radio and recordings served as ex- Ps 2 
ploitation media for the artists. Legit Bits 
Similarly, Hollywood films should 
help build audiences for touring a Continued from page 56 
screen stars and, on a growing “Red Gloves” this week at the 
with Augusta 


} 
| 














vision may stimulate interest in Roeland succeeding. 
legit plays and actors. , 

Already, outside the American cea eg et ae ee 
Theatre Society, there are sizable eae ns ee Pee 

; ile : - about ‘his new play ... Victor 
legit subscription setups in LOS Moriey signed for 10th season as 
Angeles, San Francisco, St. Louis, | girector-producer of Memphis al- 
Cleveland and elsewhere, and first- fresco operetta season, which 
night clubs in Boston and Philadel- opens June 27 with “Song of Nor- 
phia. Also, various non-Broadway | way” Richard Pleasant, co- 
theatre outfits, such as the Barter founder of Ballet Theatre, formed 
Theatre, of Abingdon, Va., regu- publicity partnership with Isadora 
larly tour extensively on a local Bennett, she to handle legit, he to 
subscription basis. handle other type publicity. 

Although the Lewis & Young William Wymetal, general man- 
project is at present limited to ager of Pittsburgh Civie Light 
three operettas during the 1949-50 Opera Assn., in N. Y. for casting 
season, the intention is to increase purposes. ‘Season opens June 6 
the number of shows and expand with “Song of Norway.” ... Abner 
the tours in subsequent seasons. Klipstein joined Leo Freedman of- 
Also, while the initial plan covers | fice to publicize “Detective Story” 


vance by SOMC may be taken from only musicals, it could easily be 
the brokers, the business is not broadened to include straight plays. 
competing, since few SOMC mem- Finally, the same organization, or 
bers would presumably patronize similar ones, could be used by 
the agencies. |other managements, possibly on a 
N. H. Railroad’s Test | cooperative basis open to everyone. 
The New Haven railroad’s Show In any case, the Lewis & Young 
Train project, to be tested March venture is to cover many communi- 
1, may develop into a permanent | ties not now playing legit and, as 
arrangement on a broad scale. The such, stands to recruit a large new 
initial train will collect passengers | theatre public. 
at New Haven, Bridgeport, South- | Guild’s ‘Tangible’ Subjects 
port, Westport, Norwalk and Da-| The Dramatists Guild committee, 
rien, Conn., get them to New York headed by Weill, is apparently dis- 
in time for dinner and the show, | tinct from more or less similar ef- 
and return them home after the forts made in the past by other 
es tae, Tickets for that organizations and agencies, in that 
n s 
sold by station agents at the vari-| sions and is concentrating on prac- 
ous scheduled stops, and the round- tical proposals on tangible subjects. 
trip fares will be at a 25° re-| Members of the committee are con- 
duction. : ferring singly with representatives 

Another train, also for “Silver of various theatre craft unions in 
Whistle” patrons, will cover five an effort to work out specific ways 
other Connecticut towns March 16 of cutting production and operat- 
and if the experiments are suffi-| ing costs.. The authors figure that 
ciently promising the procedure as directly interested parties with 
will be repeated later. for still a financial stake involved, they may 
other communities. It’s already be- be able to make concessions toward 
ing sugg.sted that the Show Train a common goal, provided other 
idea be made a regular feature groups will meet them halfway. 
from humerous communities and A strenuous effort is being made 
covering all Broadway shows. by the steering committee, headed 
Thus, for instance, residents of by Morton Baum, to keep the forth- 
New Haven or other towns would coming New York symposium on 
know that on a specific date or the theatre from degenerating into 
dates each month, a special thea- a gabfest of generalities and plati- 
tre train would be available, and tudes such as the American Thea- 
they could buy legit tickets ac- tre Conference at the Astor hotel, 
cordingly. N. Y., in the spring of 1937. 

New Haven officials believe a As for the Javits-Ives bill for a 
system by which station agents subsidized national theatre, it’s im- 
would sell tickets for all shows possible to tell as yet what chance 
might be impractical. However, it has of passage, and in what 
such a setup might be worked out form. But here, too, the mere sub- 
if Broadway managers were anx- mission of such a measure, after so 
lous enough to take the trouble.’ many years of day-dreaming on the 
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“Silver Whistle” will be it is avoiding wholesale bull ses- | 


| 
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Georges Guetary, recently in Lon- 
don’s “Bless the Bride,” arrived in 
N. Y. last weekend after a Cana- 
dian concert tour. He’s returning 
to France Sunday (20) . 
mont Bruestle, former Broadway 
legit actor now teaching play- 
wrighting at Univ. of Tulsa, staged 
the musical, “The Lady Is a 
Hussy,” with book by himself and | 
music by Charles Swier, at the 
_university theatre Friday (11). Will 
‘run for 14 performances. 

| Wythe Williams, former com- 
'mentator and war correspondent, | 
has dramatized his book, “The. 
Tiger,” based on the life of Clem- 
/enceau, and is seeking John Alex- 
ander for the leading part. The ac- 
tor is currently in “Born Yester- | 
'day.” at the Miller, N. Y.... Sam) 
| H. Handelsman has been appointed | 
general manager of the Pittsburgh 
Civic Light Opera Assn. and will 
have charge of its summer season 
at Pitt stadium....Nitery singer 
Martha Short has replaced Thelma 
Carpenter in “Inside U.S.A.,” at 
the Majestic, N. Y., and will tour 
with the revue.... Peter Lawrence, | 
stage manager of “Lend an Far,” | 
at the National, N. Y., hopes to star 
_Joan Fontaine next season in a re- | 
vival of “Peter Pan” ... Eunice 
Healey is no longer associated with 
Martin Gosch in the proposed pro- 
duction of “Bridget,” by Herbert | 
Corey. 





_ CHICAGO | 

Claudia Cassidy, Chi Tribune 
critic, in Gotham viewing new) 
Broadway  productions.... Lester. 


Al Smith in town to flack for “The. 
Drunkard,” which opens at Stude- | 
baker theatre, March 26... .‘‘Des- 
ert Song” set for Blackstone the- 
atre, March 7, with Jim Hughes 
doing publicity. 





Hollywood | 


Ray Golden, on the Coast to cast 
“Alive and Kicking,” new revue 
slated for a Broadway bow in 
April, inked Lee Graham for a 
top singing spot .. . Gilbert Miller 
and Kermit Bloomgarden dicker- 
ering with Walter Slezak for a re- 
turn to Broadway as_ star of 
“Montserrat,” French play which 
Lillian Hellman has adapted, for 
its American premiere late in 
March Ian MacDonald and 
Eve McVeagh drew the leads in 
“Acres of Paradise,” new Louis. 
Bromfield - Laslo .Vadnay script, 
which gets its tryout at the new, 
Key theatre, North Hollywood 


(Cal.), around Marclr 1. , 


. . Beau-| 


/ have not been scheduled, but dates | 


| covering legit, music, opera, dance, | — 
/ete. Bill calls for the appropria- | 
| tion of $25,000,000. 


e o ? 

Inside Stuff—Lesit 
Underlining Los Angeles’ claims that the town has grown up legit. 
wise is the showing being made by the Theatre Guild with its subscrip. 
tion series. Tally hasn’t been completed yet but 90%: of last year’s 
subscribers are known to have renewed, and indications are that the 


1948 season gross of $204,000 for Theatre Guild in L.A. will be topped 
setting a new record. Concerted drive for new substribers will be 


_launched shortly, newcomers to be sold on a four-play basis which will 


become effective after the local run of “Allegro,” for which renewal 
subscribers got the usual reduced rate. Campaign will stress the fact 
that TG legit subscribers also are entitled to discount on seats for TG. 
sponsored pix such as “Hamlet.” Los Angeles gross for the Guild is 
the highest of any two-week town on the circuit. 





Tragedy has been pretty unsparing in last week with cast of “Tmpor- 
tance of Being Earnest,” current production at the Pittsburgh Play. 
house. Father of Ruth Nirella, who has one of the leading roles, died 
suddenly last week and Barbara Marsh was rushed into her part with 
only a few hours’ rehearsal and will continue in it for remainder of run, 
Nirella was a brother of Danny Nirella, veteran Pittsburgh bandleader, 

Almost at same time, father of Helen Lake, another “Earnest” player, 
was taken critically ill at his home in Meadville, Pa., and actress had to 
rush to his bedside. Gloria Abdou spent an entire morning and after. 
hoon getting up in the role and went on that night. At last reports 
Miss Lake’s father wasn’t expected to live and she won’t return to the 
company either. Run of Oscar Wilde play ends Saturday (19). 





New York’s City Council has passed an amendment strengthening 
the city’s licensing law, as a result of last year’s expose of circus ticket. 
chiseling. A year ago city offcials found a circus employee scalping at 
Madison Square Garden, but he went free because the city’s license 
law applied only to the licensee of amusement premises or his em- 
ployees—in this case, the Garden—and didn’t cover circus staffers. The 
amendment, introduced by Councilman Edward Vogel, is designed to 
plug the loophole by making the law apply as well to any person work- 
ing on the premises and make him liable for ticket-racketeering. 

Vogel praised Lyle Van, newscaster of WOR, N. Y., for bringing 
public attention to the scalping. 





Production of “Diamond Lil,” at the Coronet, N. Y., is being revised 
a bit to bring the operating cost below $20,000 a week. Cast now 
numbers 45, but a few bit parts will be doubled and the stagehand and 
musician quotas may be reduced slightly. 

Lighting for the show was done by Moe Haek, who was brought in 
the day before the premiere, apparently too late to get program credit, 
Michael Edwards, who originally sang two songs in the cabaret scene, 
has been cut to one. And some of the comedy business inserted open- 
ing night by Ray Bourbon, who plays the femme shoplifter, has been 
eliminated. 





Cast of touring “High Button Shoes” surprised Eddie Foy, Jr., and 
Audrey Meadows with a joint birthday party backstage at the Nixon 
theatre, Pittsburgh, last week. Although birthdays of Foy and Miss 
Meadows were four days apart, company lumped them together. They 
had special lyrics written for the players to the tune of “He Tried To 
Make a Dollar,” the opening number in the show, and presented a 
couple of sketches, too, all of which “Shoes” people had been rehears- 
ing for some time. Refreshments and food followed the entertainment. 





Ruth Pivorotto, Pittsburgh dancer in New York touring company of 
“Oklahoma!” and a former drama student at Carnegie Tech, revealed 
during recent visit to her home town that when she first joined musical 
nearly two years ago, Theatre Guild officials suggested her last name 
was too hard to pronounce and that she ought to change it to some- 
thing simple for professional purposes. Miss Pivorotto thought Vernon, 
her middle tag, would be simple enough. So did the Guild. Where- 
upon it immediately came out in the program as Ruth Vermin. 





Authors Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein, II, and director 
Joshua Logan pulled a stunt at Saturday night’s (12) closing per- 
formance of their “Annie Get Your Gun” at the Imperial, N. Y. When 
curtains parted for the “Sun in the Morning” number, instead of 
Annie’s brother and sisters appearing in their nightgowns for the 
bedtime scene, as usual, there were Rodgers, Hammerstein and Logan, 
wrapped up in sheets, impersonating the juve trio. 

Most of the audience didn’t know who they were, but the few show 
people there did. As for the cast, they were completely broken up. 





Chicago’s local women’s organizations seem to have taken to calling 
Ralph T. Kettering their “dean of Chicago showmen.” The Chicago 
Drama League has chosen him to act as toastmaster for their “Dis- 
tinguished Guest Breakfast” to be given Frank Fay and his “Harvey” 
cast in the Blackstone Hotel Feb. 22. The Drama Club of Evanston has 
announcements out calling its members to a reception on March 17 
in its Evenston clubhouse for Kettering and an interview-broadcast 
over WNMP at 1:30. He is to talk about “An American Government 


Theatre,” a pet subject with the vet showman. 
| . 
‘Medea’ $19,000, Detroit; 


Nat’! Theatre Bill To | ' 
‘ | ‘Rosalinda’ Fair $39,000 
Congress Committees. Detroit, Feb. 15. 


Washington, Feb. 15. | Judith Anderson, starring in 


ai ; “Medea,” grossed a good $19,000 
The Javits-Ives national theatre |). Wook at the Cass. concluding 


bill has been referred to the La-! a fortnight’s stay. 
bor and Public Welfare com-| “Rosalinda,” Detroit Civic Light 


mittee of the Senate and the Ad- bi aa ge wage ed $59,000 Masonic 
ministration committee of the, . on 


House. Hearings on the measure | 











LLAN WILLIAMS 


Welsh American Tenor 
OPERA—CLASSICAL—POPULAR 


Box 864, Hollywood 
STate 51407 STate 48128 


will be set within the next few 
days. 

The legislation would authorize | 
President Truman to call a con- 
ference of representatives of all | 
the theatre and musical arts to) 
work out a national theatre setup | 














HARRY MEYER 


Author's Representative 





‘ - 9 
French ‘Annie’ Set STAGE sca 
French version of “Annie Get RADIO TELEVI 
Your Gun” is slated to open in the | 347 Madison Ave. New York, N. ¥. 


fall at the Chatelet theatre, Paris. MU 4-1900 


Deal was set in New York with pro- 
ducers Richard Rodgers and Oscar | 


Hammerstein 2d by Maurice Leh-|| PRODUCTION or EXECUTIVE 


mann, French impresario, via 
Howard Reinheimer, attorney for Secretary 
Thorough krowledge all phases © 


R&H. | 
. ad theatre, shorttand, typing. Recess 
Rodgers & Hammerstein original- | experience with author-producer 





———<, 


——————— 




















ly had wanted to open their “Okla- | Current hit. 
homa!” on the Continent first, but | REgent 4-1815 Daily until 1:30 
“Annie” tees off regardless. - 
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Newspaperless B. A. 


For a whole week Buenos Aires 
has been without any newspapers 
or magazines, as result of a strike 
called by the strong Graphic Work- 
ers’ Union. Only the English-lan- 
guage The Standard ‘there are two 
English language neWspapers pub- 
lished in Buenos Aires) has been 
coming out intermittently with a 
two-page spread, and selling far 


beyond its usual circulation figures. | 
La Semana Financiera ‘The Finan- | 
cial Weekly), published by the well- | 
known corporation lawyer Enrique | 


Gil, has also been achieving high 
circulation figures in 
couple of months, by reason of its 
searching analyses of the parlous 
economic position of the country. 

Apart from these two papers, 
Buenos Aires citizens had to rely 
on the government-controlled ra- 
dio outlets for their news. Not 


even Democracia, Epoca, Critica, | 
government- | 


Mundo and other 
owned organs have been able to 
appear and the union—always one 
of the strongest in the country— 
has held out against all the appeals 


and exhortations from President | 


and Senora de Peron, to resume 
work. 

The Labor Secretariat has de- 
clared the strike illegal—a line 
which has often led to workers 
abandoning strike tactics. 
time, however, 


presses in the government-owned 
papers have been damaged and 
arson attempted. 

Film and radio mags have been 
affected by the conflict, together 
with all other magazines. 
outlets have reinforced their news- 
casts, aS a consequence, and the 
three major webs have been giving 
the news every hour on the hour, 
much as they did during World 
War II. 

Some observers believe that the 
government is far from anxious to 


put an end to the strike, but has | 


welcomed it, as non-publication of 
the dailies has kept a great part of 
the public unaware of financial col- 
lapse and crumbling of the stock 
market. Stocks which had soared 
to artificial values during the rule) 
of ex-economic czar Miguel Mi- 
randa have come tumbling down 
to unheard-of lows, and operators 
on margin have found themselves 
in a sticky mess. 





Godfrey’s Earl Wilson Intro 
“Let "Em Eat Cheesecake,” Earl 
Wilson’s new book, to be published | 
by Doubleday in June, will have} 
an intro by Arthur Godfrey. 
Tome will be an anthology of | 
American regional humor, cover- | 
ing all sections of the country. | 





N. ¥. Warning to Comics 
Stern warning to comic book) 
publishers to either clean up their 
mags or face possible public regu- 
lation of +their industry’ was) 
sounded last week by a voluntary | 
committee composed of New York | 
City school, police and judicial of- | 


the past | 


This | 
the Secretariat’s | 
move has only led to violence, and | 


Radio | 


contains a lot of familiar work, 
from “Casey at the Bat” to the 
| 23d Psalm, but it also has unfamil- 
jiar pieces, like the Bartolomeo 
| Vanzetti letter, or the Star Span- 
'gled Banner and Gettysburg Ad- 
dress, all three spaced out as free 
iverse. Occasionally the analysis 
‘fails in measuring up to the sub- 
ject, as in the Vanzetti piece, but 


‘usually the explanation or direc- | 


tions pack bite, wit and originality. 

Admitting emphasis on the col- 
loquial rather than the classical, 
Cott describes Polonius as “a 
|Shakespearean John J. Anthony,” 
Scott’s Lochinvar as “a Hopalong 
Cassidy in kilts,” or “The Raven” 


as “a ‘Lost Weekend’. set to 
rhyme.” He suggests, in reading 


“Jenny Kiss’d Me,” that one “think | 


of C. Aubrey Smith, an old man 


electrified by the kiss of a pretty | 
young girl.” The approach to our) 
national anthem, as a “top-drawer | 


war poem,” is original. There’s an 
'extensive analysis of Wilde’s “Bal- 
'lad of Reading Gaol,” which Cott 
aptly calls “the autobiography of 
'a diseased man.” Directions on 
delivery often make a lot of sense, 
while background material is 
often highly illuminating. 

Book also contains for the first 
time, a catalog of dramatic record- 
ings which is lengthy and useful. 

Bron. 





Ken Giniger’s P. S. 

K. S. Giniger, Prentice-Hall pub- 
relations director, claims his Jan. 
19 VaRIETY article may have ap- 
peared vague to readers due to 
some trims for space reasons. 

“I should be most grateful for 
some word to those readers of 
VARIETY who may have stumbled 
across my piece that, however, 
corny my prose style, it usually 
makes better sense,” he says. 





Masons’ and Chevigny’s Books 

Pamela Kellino and her hus- 
band, James Mason, the British 
actor, have authored “The Cats in 
Our Lives,” treating with the 


i] 
celebrating its 100th day of exist- | 
ence, announced that its daily cir- | 
culation had passed the 100,000- | 
mark. | 

Xavier Cugat’s autobiog, “Rhum- | 


ba Is My Life,” hits the stands| 
Feb. 28, published by Didier. Tome | 
is illustrated by the autho1’s own) 
caricatures. | 

Peter Ordway, whose novelet, 
“Blueprint,” is due in the April 
American magazine, left for Trini- 
dad Sunday (13), on another as- 
signment from the mag. 

Jack Douglas, Jack Carson gag- 
writer now in N. Y., who published 
a gag and gimmick book, “No 
Navel,” on the Coast, will have 
| book republished here by Savage 
& Savage. 

Boulder City (Nev.) News, M. M. 
|Zenoff editor and publisher, is 
probably the only. daily which 
gives masthead billing to its print- 
ers, from the foreman to pressman 
'and printer apprentice. 

Illinois senate has appointed 
six-man commission to investigate 
source of lewd and obscene publi- 
| eations. Group, which will make a 
report May 15, will deal with 
comic books and 25-cent reprints. 
| Arthur Miller, who wrote “Death 
/of a Salesman,” will get the cover 
‘of the Feb. 26 issue of Saturday 
| Review of Literature, first time for 
a playwright since Eugene O’Neill 
with “Iceman Cometh” in October, 








Hit play is due out in book form 
March 11 via Viking Press, now 
| Miller’s publishers. He authored 
|mew novel which Viking expects 
| to publish next year. 7 


Pix-Video 


——n, Continued from page 1 























dling some of the costliest video 
shows now aired have approached 
him to act as an intermediary for 
the idea with exhibitors. Pointing 
out that only one or two theatres 
in the country are now equipped 
for theatre TV, Austrian conceded | 
that the agencies and their clients | 
‘may be slightly ahead of the pa- 
'rade, but emphasized. that the idea 
|is definitely there. As for exhib- 
itors, most of those he’s contacted 


{ing ‘with a west coast glamor! 
| evangelist. 


feline pets to whom they're ad-| in the New York metropolitan area | 

dicted. The actor-author also did| have been considerably intrigued | 

the sketches for A. A. Wyn publi- by the plan, although they natu- 

cation next month. | : rally question the advisability of 
Same pub bringing out blind jprowing their screens open to 

radio scripter Hector Chevigny’s commercial advertising. 

nove}, “Woman of the Rock,’ deal-| Sponsors, of course, want their | 


plugs on the screen in return for | 
Eyes Have a Cold Nose” (referring | Tights to their TV shows—and it is 
to his seeing-eye dog) was a 1943 believed those exhibitors definitely | 
highlight publication. |averse to the idea might reconsider 
\if they find tele is definitely hurt- | 
‘ing them. 

Both theatre ops and the agen- 
cies are now considering two solu- 
tions to the commercial screen | 


Chevigny’s biog, “My 





Dance Index Folds 
Dance Index, published since 
January, 1942 by Lincoln Kirstein, 
is folding with the current, Feb- 


ruary, issue. Kirstein, who is also| problem. One is the possibility | 
editor along with Marian Eames, that even commercials slanted | 
claims increasing costs of produc-|specifically at home audiences 


might be acceptable in filmeries | 


tion as reason for the fold. Mag, | 


devoted to the dance, and highly |if they are entertaining enough 
regarded in the field, was unique (such as Sid Stone’s “pitchman” | 
in that it never accepted ads or'| routine on the “Texaco Star The-| 
was sold on newsstands. Purchase | atre”). Second is the possibility 
was by subscription only. of sponsors providing a separate, | 


ficials. Civic group was organized) It’s estimated that it cost Kir- 
last month following receipt Of | stein—who is director of the N. Y. 
numerous complaints against some City Ballet Co.; head of School of 


institutional type of plug which | 
'ean be inserted by film projection- | 
ists, in a theatre on cue with the’ 


of the comics. 7 

In a statement issued by Presid- | 
ing Justice John W. Hill of the) 
Domestic Relations Court, the| 
pubs were urged to become more | 
aware of their responsibilities to) 
society by guiding children on to. 
proper emotional paths rather | 
than lead them to become dis-. 
respectful of authority through 
flagrant use of plots of crime and 
violence. Meanwhile, the pubs are | 
expected to meet this week to con- 
sider recommendations for im- 





American Ballet, and author — : 

’ program. Such commercials would 
about $14,000 a year to sustain the entail more prestige and less ac- 
monthly. Each issue was devoted | tya] selling. 


generally to one subject, with a/| 

dozen articles perhaps on that sub- | Telecasters’ Beef 

ject. Or the whole issue might be| It is expected that the video- 
devoted to one monograph. Mag casters will beef plenty about let- 
generally came out monthly, with ting their shows go theatre tele. 
32 pages, but sometimes it was'As far as that problem is con- 
double or triple in size, when it} cerned, there has never been a 
grouped a couple of issues to-| test case to determine whether the 
gether. A recent issue devoted broadcaster or sponsor owns rights 
completely to Stravinsky ran 96 to a program. But the sponsor is 


provement of their wares made by | Pages. Some of the issues were ex-| paying a heavy tariff for the pro- 


committee member Dr. Frank J. 
O’Brien, Associate Superintendent 
of N. Y. Schools. 





Cott’s Novel ‘Treasury’ 


The enterprising Ted Cott, | 


veepee and program director of 
WNEW, N. Y., has rushed in where 
more worshipful men have feared 
to tread, and has emerged rather 
triumphantly with a highly inter- 
esting and readable anthology on 
verse in “A Treasury of the Spoken 
Word” (Hermitage, $3.50). The 384- 
page tome is a collection of famil- 
ilar poetry, annotated and 
preted for reading aloud. Some 
Poets, teachers, elocutionists and 


Pundits will object to Cott’s en-, 


deavors as a little presumptuous or 


even sacrilegious, but in the main, | 


the average reader will thank him 
or a novel, exciting approach to 
poetry. The treatment is sometimes 
Startling, but it’s never dull. 

Book will appeal to actors and 
directors in legit or radio. Cott 
Offers analyses of each poem 


printed, either to give details on | 
ow to read them, or delving into 
heir origin or background as an 
one to proper delivery. Sometimes | 
os analyses make better reading | 
-~-.2n the poems themselves. Book 


"eer eenaneeeaea 


panded into books and published | grams and could presumably pres- 
by book publishers. Mag sold at’ sure the networks into okaying the 


inter- | 


$5 a year, and latest circulation 
figures were around 1,100. 


| CRATTER 

Stuart Rose, Satevepost editor, 
.in Hollywood to contact fiction 
writers. 

Dell Publishing mulling launch- 
ing of new magazine in the parent- 
child field. 
| Norman Rockwell is in Holly- 
wood, painting a series of portraits 
of film people for Satevepost 
covers. 





Dusty Smith. formerly with the| 


,Nat Goldstone agency on the Coast, 
joined the Harriet Wolf Literary 
agency. 

John Farrow’s book, “The Life 
of Sir Thomas More,” will be pub- 
lished by Whittlesey House in Sep- 
tember. 

Thomas W. Duncan, author of 
“Gus the Great.” is writing a book 
about his life in a trailer out in 
San Fernando Valley. 

Frim Boe landed in Hollywood 
to gander the film lots for the Oslo 
| Aftenposten, the Stockholm Dagens 


iken. ; 
Norman Chandler's L, A. Mirror, 


Nyheter and the Copenhagen Polit- . 


venture. Agencies would base that 
'pressure .on the declaration that 
“we're paying the bill and we want 
‘that wider circulation that only 
the theatres can give us.” As far 
as the talent is concerned, that 
problem would have to be worked 
out with the various crafts and 
guilds. Some advertisers have sug- | 
gested that the theatres cut the 
TV talent in for a share of their 
gross in return for the added reve- 
nue the exhibitors will draw. 
Advertisers point to the heavy 
grosses now being racked up by 
Arthur Godfrey and his “Talent 
Scouts” package on the stage of 
the Broadway Capitol as proof that 
film theatres can capitalize on tal- 
ent built by radio and television. 
But, they aver, that’s only one 
house—why not put such a show 
in many theatres at the same time 
through theatre television? They 
also believe that a neighborhood 
exhibitor, if he is able to book 
two good video shows in a single 
night, may be able to cut his film 
rental costs, since he could dis- 
pense with 4 second feature. 


_- 








SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 


Poland Springs, Me., Feb. 15. 
Everybody knows that Feb. 22 is the birthday of George Washington 
and James Russell Lowell, and that on that day Frank W. Woolworth 
opened America’s first five-and-ten-cent store in Utica, N. Y., but only 
my well-screened public will not have to be told that it is also the 
birthday of Frederic Francois Chopin. 


In fact from now threugh Oct. 17 all Poles, including those in the 
backfield of the Fighting Irish, will be celebrating Chopin’s centennial, 
and any pianist who doesn’t check in with his quota of mazurkas, 
valses, polonaises, etudes and concertos will be marked as a renegade 
chopinzee and sentenced to play Freddie Martin's theme song in Chopin 
Alley for 20 years, which as anybody knows is hard labor. Especially 
on a lute. 

Everything is in readiness to make this Chopin centenary something 
to remember him by. Since 1946, when the Chopin Institute of War- 
saw took over the house where the composer was born in a small village 
you're not going to catch me trying to spell, the Poles have been work- 
ing like beavers to open on time. All that remained of the original 
Chopin heirlooms, after the culture-loving krauts had been forced to 
retreat with their loot, was an old broken down piano. It was the 
antique the composer had used for his first music lessons, but after 
having gone through all Poland has suffered in the last hundred years 
it looked like something Durante had been using for one of his break- 
away routines. So the Nazis left it behind. 


See the 10,000 Trees? 


Much of the added furniture now adorning the Chopin shrine is too 
expensive for the home of a tutor, which is what Chopin’s father was, 
but it is of the period and, judging wholly from the mass of photographs 
Antoni Szymanowski has sent me, the 15-acre estate looks magnifique. 

During this year all of Chopin’s works, in Poland at least, will be 
played by leading pianists. Each Wednesday a different work of his 
will be performed. Additionally, all through Europe on the dates when 
Chopin made his debut in one of its many capitals, or performed a 
notable concert, the original concert will be repeated. 

Everybody has heard of Whistler's mother, but in the Chopin home 
there’s a painting by Miros Zewski of Chopin’s that strikes me as more 


“++ 





| worthy of being first glorified and then debased into the legal tender of 


radio gagmen. 
What About Mankiewicz? 

It took de Pachman, Joseffy and Godowsky to restore the Hummelian 
purity of Chopin, and Paderewski to popularize it. Today they’re all 
dead but Chopin lives on. Twenty years ago Paderewski began col- 
lecting and editing all Chopin’s compositions. En fin, they will be 
published this year. 

In 1928 I ran into him in Nice while he was touring France raising 
funds for French war orphans. After the concert Albert Tadlewski, a 
disabled veteran of World War I, who was reduced to teaching the 
Riviera’s rich how to play for the salon set, paid his respects to the 
master. They walked home to Tadlewski’s modest studio. Paderewski 
asked Tad to play. 

“Play anything,” he added. 

Being a fellow-Pole, Tadlewski naturally took that to mean Chopin, 
and every time he stopped Paderewski urged him to go on. After two 
hours Paderewski said, “Good, now I will do something for you. I will 
come back in a month and play for your pupils.” 


Tadlewski could hardly breathe, he was so full of gratitude. 


“But I do it on one condition,” said Paderewski after finding out 
how little Tadlewski charged. 


Tadlewski was trying to say that no condition could possibly find him 
dissenting. 

“I do it on condition,” said Paderewski, “that you double your prices 
afterward.” 

Talking with Paderewski I urged that he do a sort of visual educa- 
tional picture of his piano technique for Fox Movietone. Shaw, Musso- 
lini, King George (even King Gustav, the stationary tennis champion), 
and Peggy Joyce Hopkins had been movietoned. Bill O’Brien told 
me he would give $50,000 to Paderewski’s charities if the mastef would 
Say yes. 

I argued in favor of it. I asked Paderewski, “What would you your- 
self give to be able to see and hear Chopin play?” 

This one caught him on the button and nearly dropped him for the 
full count. But he recovered his composure, and smiled away my sub- 
sequent body punches. 


“The Moonlight Sonata,” It Was 


Like many who have let opportunity slip through their fingers until 
it is too late, Paderewski eventually was lured into performing in one 
picture years later, but by then he was too old to perform with his old 
fire and virtuosity. He hoped to leave an heir but I’m afraid he failed 
in this also. 

A fate that seemed to have been lifted bodily from a Greek tragedy 
pursued his Tadlewski. Tad was scooped up again by those krauts in 
World War ITI as he had been in World War I and this time his peonage 
in their prison camps finally killed him and his talent. 

The Nazis subsequently spent as much time in Poland hunting down 
mementos of Chopin with the intention of destroying them as they did 
in fighting the war. The Paderewski manuscript was hidden in the 
cellar of a house in Warsaw. 

The Nazis couldn’t have been much on research or they would have 
looked in the cellars. Michael H. Cross, who pioneered in Philadelphia 
symphony concerts, said that’s where Chopin’s music belonged. In 
fact, long long ago he uttered the heresy that Chopin’s music was so 
lugubrious it sounded as if he even composed in a cellar. 

During the years Chopin’s music was banned by the Nazi occupation 
of Poland, playing descended from public halls to the underground. So 
it got back to where Cross thought it belonged in the first place. 

Incidentally, the heiling heels even destroyed the Warsaw monument 
erected in Chopin’s honor. They smashed too all recordings of his 
music. Fortunately Victor had a master set in America and have since 
sent copies of their recordings to the Polish people. 


Foiling the Lamp Makers 


Another thing the Nazis spent a lot of time hunting down was 
Chopin's heart. His body still reposes in the Pere Lachaise cemetery 
in Paris, and by now his heart has been returned to its former resting 
place in the Church of the Holy Cross, Warsaw. 

Why the Germans should hunt Chopin down with such hate is hard 
to understand. It is quite possible that the kraut culture-hunt in this 
case was fired by the work of some one named A. E. Keeton, who 
circulated a story that Chopin’s original name was Szopen, that his 
father came from Nancy and that in Winterhalther’s portrait Chopin 
certainly looked Jewish. The same character, however, claimed that 
Mozart’s real name was Ozart and was changed when he was baptized. 

Chopin was, of course, a Pole and neither an angel nor a devil, but 
the victim of a wasting sickness. 

James Gibbons Huneker, a pupil of George Mathias, who in turn was 
a pupil of Chopin's, insisted Chopin didn’t die from the sweet sorrow 
attending his parting from George Sand. He believed that it was the 
liaison itself that really killed Frederic. In fact, the combination of 
pulmonary t.b., George Sand, her daughter and a new love-affair every 
day would have killed even Casanova, according to Huneker, and ac- 
tually did finish off Chopin in his 39th year. It was a wound that a 


century of time has not healed, . 
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Feb. 28-March 3 in “I Know My 
Love.” ) | London 
Ray Bolger to wax two “Where's | | psc BO ty Fa yf Bag vm Boson _Eva Moore celebrating her 80th 
Charley?” excerpts for Decca. ‘along’ with Alvin, its permanent | birthday. ” 
Solly Violinsky checking out of joca) home. : | “Carissima 
Polyclinic hospital after a virus | 
ailment. or 
Norman Reader, French Tourist N_ y, in effort to land more stage 
Office publicist, flies Friday (18) 
to Paris and the Riviera. 
Danton (News columnist) Walker! weeks at Hotel Nicollet, 


i 
j 


Broadway 





celebrates its first | 
James Nederlander, Lyceum, le-| 


shows and films. | John Clements leaving cast of 


Minne- 


; S- ; with Basil Sydney replacing. } 
to do video show for WPIX, News- cota, after 10 months, but will re- |“ pam to ew eo 'month for conferences with United | 


hit, “The Gioconda Smile,” leaves Artists about scripts he’s written, | i 
Luigi Valentino, who worked in | —— Red Cross 1949 fund 
for | 


Jack de 


~~ station, direct from the Ver-| turn for usual spring-summer en- 
ailles. 
: James E. Perkins, Paramount’s gagement. pet 
managing director in Britain, re- ‘ 2 
came to London last week after Scotland John Clements left cast of “Ed- 
short U. S. stay. : ward, My Son” to costar with his 
Richard Widmark to personal at By Gordon Irving _ _|Wwife, Kay Hammond, in a revival 
the Roxy next Tuesday (22) in con- Sammy Murray, popular native of ‘The Beaux Stratagem. 
nection with opening of “Down to comic, died suddenly. | Cathleen Moody (Mrs. Lew 
the Sea in Ships.” |_Singer-harmonists Bob and Alf|Grade) out of Bert Montague’s 
Clifford C. Fischer, the veteran | Pearson joining new British radio | Princes theatre pantomime, “‘Babes 
theatrical agent and manager, re- | series featuring comic Ted Ray. 
covering at his Jersey home follow- Lex McLean, Scot comic, to top| Hedwig Bleibtreu, octogenarian 
ing a pleurisy attack. Ayr summer show, with Jean! Austrian actress, planed in to 
Paul Robeson, W. Somerset Stoddart as principal comedienne. | finish her work in nearly com- 
Maugham. Cecil Beaton among; Will Gardner, Scot show busi-| pleted Carol Reed pic, “The Third 
those who sailed for Britain last ness manager, to Join Harry | Man.” ; — 
week on the Queen Mary. | Lester’s Hayseeds as business; Roland Petit, last seen here in | 
Capt. and Mrs. Gosta Hedstrom, | agent. . r | the Ballet des Champs Elysees, | 
Swedish legit players, as well as| New radio series slated for | brings his own company, Les Bal- | 
actress Anna-Lisa Soderblom due comedy team of Charlie Stewart lets de Paris, to Princes theatre, | 
in on the Gripsholm today (Wed.).|and Ann Mathew. - Cliff Hanley | Feb. 16. 





Wyndham’s theatre end of Febru- | 


inal American version, was shown 
| last week to the ECA personnel. 
The Italian version opened at the 


Metropolitan. 
Director Mike Wishinsky 


| York and _ Hollywood 


ithe accounting department 


in , 
: lace March 10. | Paris to confer with Orson Welles | 3; ’ 
hee Ap ey pe pg 8 sate 4 /on the film, “Othello,” which was | ea Robert Tani 
git roadshow house manager, to jocation for Rome exteriors for| Started a few months ago and, 
|Metro’s ‘Quo Vadis.” | never finished. ; 
L | Baron Renzo Avanzo, cousin of 
Dorothy Lewis Ice Show in final ‘Henry Sherek’s “Edward, My Son,” | Roberto Rossellini, will fly to New 

late this | 


| 20th’s Italo-made film. “Prince of | 


Foxes,” left for Hollywood. He’s a 
| cousin of the late Rudolph Val- 
| entino. 

Peter Ustinov, British actor- 
producer, will come to Rome late 


_in February with a completed copy | re 
in the Wood,” due to attack of flu. | of 


_—* inca 
Hollywood 
Charles B, Skouras vacationing 
in Tucson. 
Paula Blythe recovering from 


Robert Taylor in town after four 
months in England. 
Lizabeth Scott, out of hospita} 
recuperating at home. re 
Jeanette MacDonald and Gene 
Raymond vacationing at Ojai, 
Irene Dunne did a short at RKO 


_ Lina Romay planed to Miami to 
|Join Xavier Cugat orch on tour of 
/ South America. 


Allan Jones to Detroit for week 


| with the Civic Light Opera; then 


| goes to England. 


_ his film, “Private 
which was made in Italy, near | 
Florence. 





Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 


| 





John Hodiak and Anne Baxter 
turned from two weeks of cruis- 


Angelo,” | ing in the Caribbean islands. 


Cole Porter spent a few days 
here and went back to Tucson 
where his wife is recuperating 
from pneumonia. 

Betty Hutton and Vic Mature 
tossed birthday party for John 


Burl Ives due in for concert | Farrow on set of “Red Hot and 


March 1, 
National Symphony Orch figures 


| B 


lue”’ at Paramount. 
Raymond Massey to Kingston, 


The Jack Kapps entertained for | scripting. | Bernard Bros. will costar with | to draw one of its top crowds of | Ontario, to receive honorary Doe- 


2s last night (Tues.) ; 

ees a cane. aearaney, where | Glasgow, with eccentric piano-| Alfred Blacks’ seasonal show at the | 
the Decca recording artist is cur-| playing and stories. He is on 10-| Opera House, Blackpool, due early | 
rent. | weeks’ British tour. }in June. : 
Seymour M. Peyser, of Phillips,| Stewart Granger, Jean Simmons | Walter Wanger due here in May | 
Nizer, Benjamin & Krim, to be | and Sonia Dresdel to play Glasgow |to produce pic for Rank titled “The | 
married Feb. 27 to Minna K. Post, in April in adaptation of Tolstoy's | Ballad and the Source” by Rosa-| 
assistant director of the Nation “The Power of Darkness.’ ..,_|mond Lehmann and likely to star | 
mag’s Nation Associates. | _Howard Lockhart, BBC varicty | either Garbo or Susan Hayward. | 
Stanley Kramer in from the chief in Scotland, flies to Sydney| Sylvia Greene, member of the 
Coast for confabs with UA on re- April 6 on_ six-months’ loan to| Three Greene Sisters, former 


program. 
Ir. and Mrs. 
feting their daughter tomorrow 


Chico Marx scoring at Empire,! Charlie Chester in George and year Feb. 20 with an All-Gershwin | tor of 


| 


(Thurs.) at MPAA headquarters, | 


with a 
party. 
Charles Laughton 
Tandy will be starred from here 
Feb. 27 in Theatre Guild of the 
Air annual show for benefit of Red 


large socialite 


lease plans for “Champion,” Kirk | Australian Broadcasting Commis-|vaude standard and radio feature | Cross. 


Douglas starrer made by Kramer's sion. ke la Andrews Sisters, is now head 


Screen Plays, Inc., unit. - 
Vienna 


Robert Benjamin, head_ of J. | 

Arthur Rank’s U. S. organization; | & ¢ ! 

planed in Monday (14) from Lon-' fynst Neubach inked to direct | His Majesty's Feb. 24 for six weeks 

don after a three-week visit with Aystro-French pic, “Les Violins du| by Emile Littler, who will present | 

company officials in England. —_| Gje},.” a new production starring Celia 
David Niven, Peggy Cummins, Maria Jeritza will sing twicé in|Lipton, _Bruce Trent and John 

and Victor Saville due in today «posea” at the Volksoper this|Lewis. Costumes and decor by 

(Wed.) on the Queen Elizabeth. Sa- | geason, Doris Zinkeisen. 

ville directed Metro’s “The Con- Belvedere Films working on “Dr. | James Brennan, head of Man- | 

spirators,” recently completed in| Rosin.” script by Gust! Penker and |cunian Films, sailing to N. Y. Feb. 

Britain. | A.de Glahs. |23 with his latest film, “Somewhere | 
Jack McInerney, Paramount,; ans J. Rehfisch translating Em- |in Politics,” starring Frank Randle. 


| don Synagogue. 


|tion will take him several months 





N. Y. ad-pub director, being! yn Williams’ “The Corn is Green” |Randle is provincial comie whose | 
kidded about writing sports col- 9, Volkstheatre. recent films, although produced | 
Star; column being bylined by his | ey arrived to work on Willi Forst’s “Little Lambs Eat Ivy” closes its | 
son, Jack, Jr. ; _ | next film, “Elisabeth.” nine months run at the Ambassa- 

Arnold Childhouse, managing di- Flottenkino, due to license mix- | dors Mareh 5. Successor will be an 
port Assn. in the Netherlands, re- | Leopoldi and Heddy Moeslein head | “Love Is a Funny Thing” (“Pre- 
jg to = jag Pa aye nti the talent. |mier Bal’), by Charles Spaak and 

ne Queen Mary. fas_accom-~ ma 

U. S. Chamber of Commerce Pittsburgh ing roles. 

signed Sigmund Romberg and orch | Hal Coh As soon as the London Palladium 
for its forthcoming D. C. affair. By Hal Cohen |pantomime, “Cinderella,” closes 
opens with first public concert in | agent, home from six-month trip to. gets $4,000 per week and a per- 
p 
Newark Feb. 20, the Feb. 18-19| Europe. .,..| centage of profits, flies to Aus- 
Worcester dates being closed, Jim Alexander, veteran Film tralia to star in a film with Chips 

King Edward hotel, w.k. to show | 29th wedding anni. 

biz people, last week was sold by c 
its owners and ge age ee | mene club in fas Jackson Build- | 
man & Zauderer, to the -| ing the Monte Carlo. 
44th St. Corp., represented by at-| Blackie Forester, ex - Hollywood | 
torney Jerome Greens. Sellers Show Bar, named manager of new. 
money mortgage of $640,000 at, Mary Frances Ackerman rejoin- “The Iron Curtain” (20th) 
5%. ing “Ice Capades” as advance agent | banned here. Bs il 
ae = Golesi. i _ in Houston March 15 for rest of Minto Cato, Negro chirper with 
atrical attorney Ha . “ | a 

led wrist. Andy Russell and his wife, Della, Wood nitery here. "i cots 
lumbia U., received Ponta en now at Copa; Frances Langford “Tropical Interview,” film just | 
watch from Gen. Dwight D. Eisen- (omnes in for first anni show Completed in Indonesia, will 
ing the highest academic average “Understudy Louise Yates had to Music for the pic was written by 
over the tray acond of ag gt! play Mama in “High Button Shoes” - de Groot. : 
letter man. Stuart is me several days because Audrey irst German film made since 
lumbia, ’07. Origi . showing in Holland is “Die Morder 
, ginal play by Lloyd Wen-| 2. ” 76 2 | 
_inger, of Carnegie Tech drama fac- sree ad (The Murderers 
ulty, being produced at school: | 8 ; 


umn for New Rochelle Standard- Paul Ramon, Hollywood script- |cheaply, have proved real boxoffice. 
rector for the Motion Picture Ex- yp reopened as cabaret. Herman | adaptation from a French comedy, 
panied by his wife and daughter. | Medwin, Mervyn Johns have lead- 
Composer-conductor’s 12-week tour; Jinny Reed, former KQV press-| March 19, Tommy Trinder, who 
events. 
took back a 10-year purchase Braddock Lounge in Mavfair hotel. | By Den Berry 
blatt, and graduate student at Co- —— | song peano act, working the Holly- 
hower, Columbia prexy, for achiev- yy, ¢ch 7. _preem here in March. Special 
the tennis team. His father is Co- Meadows was sick. 'the end of the war to get O.K. for 
called “Portrait of Polish Family.” Dutch version of Maxwell An- 





Minneapolis 











derson’s “Saturday’s Children”. 
By Les Rees opened recently in the Kleine 
St. Paul Civie orch gave first Komedie at The 


under direction of Kees Brusse. | 

Plans have now been made for! 
a new music-centre in war-dam- 
aged Rotterdam. When completed, | 
$10,000,000 buiiding will include a 


concert hall to seat 2,000, a recital | 


concert. 

Eva LeGallienne here for dra- 
matic reading. 

Annual Shriners Indoor Circus 
Feb. 28-March 5. 

Abe Burrows into Hotel Radis- 
son Flame Room. 

“Ice-Capades” into St. Paul Au- 
ditorium for 9 shows. 

Vince McKnight here ahead of 


a co 


Dallas Giveaway 


——===e Comtinued from page 1 


is to promote and publicize events 
to attract visitors to Dallas during 
the summer months. y hall, a filmhouse, newsreel theatre, 

Program, to be staged in the hotel and a parking lot for bi- 
Cotton Bowl, was conceived by Lee cycles, 

Segall, president of KIXL. origi- — 
aman Stranger” : nator of the Dr. I. Q. program, and 
phoning gear = CBS has expressed an interest in 

Bert Styler of Bob Hope writing '- 
staff joined star here. 

Kay Francis in ‘Favorite Strang- 
er’ to Lyceum Feb. 16-20. 

Edyth Bush Little Theatre offer- 
ing “Ladies in Retirement.” 

Rudolf Serkin here for concert 
at Northrop Memorial Auditorium. 

Gil Lamb, Helen Forrest and 
Perry Martin orch into Club Car- 
nival. 

Hotel Radisson Flame Room has 
Andy and Della Russell with Mel 
Cooper orchestra. 

Minneapolis Symphony Or- 





| 





Rome | 


Jack McEvoy and wife in Rome 
for a short visit. 

“The Winslow Boy” in English 
at the Quirinetta. 

Carmen Amaya and Co. now in 
third week at the Valle. | 

Gregory Ratoff and writer Ben 
Simcoe off to London on business, 
then returning to Rome. 

Countess Dorothy Di Frasso, so- 
ciety and film hostess in Rome, 


The show will be sponsored only 
as a Civic-boosting project and is 
not for private profit. All profits 
will be turned over to some worthy 
cause, probably the Variety Club’s 
Boys Ranch. 

The plan is to have roving mike- 
men over the Cotton Bowl, with 
quiz questions being answered at 
the seats of the contestants. A 
prize-a-minute is the goal for as visiting her brother in Paris. 
many programs as are necessary - : maid 
pr give handi the v —" worth “streetcar Gama Desire’ playing 

ra on mid-winter tour that | ™ ‘Wttcnandise anc cash. its fifth week at the Quirino. 
Paget ot Chicago date. ' Dollars for Dallas’ aim is to Brooks McCormack, American’ 

University of Minnesota theatre | hat Del doubt in anybody’s mind operatic tenor who sings in Italian 
negotiating to bring Margaret that Dallas keeps abreast of the operas, bedded with flu in Rome. 
Webster Shakespearean company times in furnishing entertainment 
here. second to none 

Carlton Miles here ahead of Robert A. Ross, chairman of the 
Lunt & Fontanne, due ,at; Lyeewm , Dallas Invites You commitice said. 


Pierre Brive. Sheila Sim, Michael | 


|Row-er, and his wife celebrated Rafferty for Michael Balcon. Loca- | 


Carter Barron, of Loew’s, execu- 


chorister in the West Central Lon- | tive vice chairman of D. C. Ses- 


|quicentennial Celebration next 


“Lilac Time” being revived at Year, angling for Freedom Train 


as feature of affair. 


Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 


Danny Thomas at Club Boheme. Teatro Colisseu_ is 


Vagabonds now featured _ at 


Clover Club. 


cocktail 


and Jessica | 


‘North Europe. 


| 


| 
| 


Literature degree from 
Queens University, first ever given 


Eric Johnston an actor by that school. 





Lisbon 


By Lewis Garyo 


Portuguese Revue Co. of Im- 
presario Piero Bernardon is home 
after six months touring Brazil. 

Cimarro Swedish Ballet back in 
Lisbon after a successful tour in 
They appear in a 
new revue at the Teatro Varie- 
dades. 

Impresario Joaquim Gasa_ to 
bring the Anglo-American “Ice 
Follies,” which he’s presently tour- 
ing in Spain, to Teatro Politeama 


in April. 


Ricardo Covoes of the Lisbon 
organizing a 
Portuguese Folklore Co. with 60 
artists, to send to Madrid and Bar- 


Ted Lewis and his company into | celona in April. 


Copa City on Feb. 20. 


“Holiday On Ice” skedded for | Katherine 


Coral Cables Coliseum. 
Mickey Shaughnessy 

the Five O’Clock Club show- with 

Cross and Dunn. 

| Tony Martin, Joe E. Lewis and 
Beatrice Kraft dancers into Beach- 
comber Feb. 18. 


| ‘John Loves Mary.” 


|; doing healthy biz, with Turhan 


Ballets Negres,” starring 
Dunham and_ Berto 
Pasuka, will start a fortnight sea- 


“Les 


added to! son at the Colisseu in March and 


than go to Oporto. 

Angela and Nico, acrobatic bal- 
let dancers, a click at the Cristal, 
smartest Lisbon nitery. They are 
| booked for an extensive tour in 


Guy Madison and Gail Russell Spain and North Africa. 
this week at Stevers Oceanside, in | 


Portuguese Ballet Co., founded 


Stock idea and directed by Margarida de Ab- 


reu, and starring Anna Maria Mas- 


| Bey and Edith Atwater doing well| colo and Fernando Lima, will go 


last week. 


Dublin 


By Maxwell Sweeney 


| Spain, 


to Madrid and Barcelona after 
Easter. 

Walter Pinto, Brazilian impre- 
sario, has been visiting Portugal, 
France and Italy to or- 


Leslie A. Macdonnell of Foster’s 82nize an-exchange of companies 


Alan Clark plans to call his new | in the Australian bush. | Agency in for short vacation. 


Jim Garvey mulling English 


strawhat season for his vaude show. 
Amsterdam Austrian ballet dancers Evelyn 


Ippen and Bettina Vernon on two- 
week Northern Ireland tour. 

Ninette de Valois, director of 
Sadlers’ Wells Ballet, here to gab 
on ballet to students of National 
Univ. 

Film censor Richard Hayes has 
given thumbs down to Metro’s “If 


Kenyon.” 


‘Kate’ Payoff 


Continued from page 1 

















$30,000 to the backers, leaving a 
cash reserve of around $17,000, be- 
sides the $16,625 assets represented 


ing cost is approximately $24,000 
a week. 
Terms have been concluded with 


| (revues 


| 


| 
| 


and operettas) between 
these various countries. 


“The Pirate,” a revue produced 


'in the fall at the Teatro Maria 
| Vitoria by Rosa Mateus, and star- 
| ring Mirita Casimiro, Costinha and 


| 


Teresa Gomes, has been such a 


/suecess that it will continue until 
| Easter. 


| 


| Winter Comes” and 20th’s “Daisy | 





Chicago 


Dale Carnegie guest of Marshal 


| Field last week. 
| 


— Temple Forum on 


| 


| 
! 


Edwin Lester for the Los Angeles | 


and San Francisco Light Opera 
Assns. to present a second company 
of the musical on the Coast this 
summer. It will play a four-week 
engagement in Los Angeles, open- 
ing July 11, then go to San Fran- 
cisco for six weeks. The produc- 


AGVA annual convention will be 
held in Chi, June 6-7-8. 

Elliott Roosevelt addressed 
Kraus Lodge of B'nai B'rith here. 

John Huston will lecture at Sinai 
“Morals and 
Movies.” 

John Boettiger planning to 
open public relations office here 


Hague. Group is by the bonds. Its minimum operat- | this spring. 


Cole Porter expected here next 
week to see “Salute To Cole Por- 
ter” at College Inn, Hotel Sherman. 

Publicist Bill Slater in as ad- 
vance man for Arthur Godfrey's 


“Talent Scouts” date at the Orien 


| 

| Chez Paree, stays here two days in 

order to headline Press Photos- 

_raphers party, Morrison hotel, Feb. 
19 


tion is to be put on and rehearsed | 


in New York, then shipped to the 
Coast at Lester’s expense. In ad- 
dition, there will be a lump-sum 
royalty understood to be about 
$70,000. 

After the Coast run, the show 
will revert to Subber-Ayers man- 


agement and may: play Dallas for 


two weeks before going to Chi- 
cago for an extended run. If the 
Dallas date doesn’t work out, the 


|jump from San Francisco to Chi- 
cago may be broken by stands in| 
Denver and Kansas City. 


| becomes 
Red Cross 


tal. 
Carmen Miranda, currently al 


John Balaban, B&K theatre exec, 
vice-president of 9 
Fund campaign, ™ 


‘charge of special assignments for 
Chi: area. 


Cornelia Otis Skinner makes 4 


‘one-night appearance here next 
week at Mundelein College, with 
‘all proceeds going to the school’s 
| scholarship fund. 


Ernie Byfield says it was right 


‘nice of Time mag to plug Coe 
| Porter on its cover just as 


No one is set for the second com- | 


pany, 


|possible leads during his current | Risenhower as 
Victor Stoloff, film director with stay in Hollywood, and active cast-| James Stewart will 
in America,” the Americans in Italy group, is ing will probably begin on the re- | chores 
spending several months in Paris. turn of Subber and A 

“The Iron Curtain,” in the orig- their:West Indies vacation. |; . 


“Salute to Cole 


presenting his 
: revue at the Col 


Porter” nitery 
lege Inn. 


Current Red Cross Campaign 


but Porter is looking over | will be launched here with Gem. 


honored guest. 
do emcee 


while other celebs for 


yers from! launching are Helen Hayes 4? 
| Wayne King. j 


oe 
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OBITUARIES 


PATRICIA RYAN 
Patricia Ryan, 25, a radio actress 
since the age of four, died yester- 
day (Tues.) at her home in New 
York. She became ill the previous 
evening during a_ broadcast of 


“Valentine for Sophia” on NBC's | 


Cavaleade of America show. Her 
husband, George Gibson, found her 
dead the following morning. . 

As the lead in “Valentine,” Miss 
Ryan had the role of a girl who 
was afflicted” with severe head- 
aches. Ironically she complained 
of a similar condition to station 
officials prior to the show’s airing. 
Although substitutes assumed her 
part, she later was able to step in 
near the end of the drama. 

When Gibson failed to arouse 
his wife, a police emergency squad 
was summoned. Oxygen was ad- 
ministered without success and she 
was pronounced dead. Born in 
London, Miss Ryan had partici- 
pated in scores of radio programs. 
Perhaps her longest stint was a 


part in CBS’ “Let’s Pretend” 
which she had played since 1930. 
She also appeared on NBC’s 


“Aldrich Family” airer. 

Funeral services will be held at 
Walter Cooke’s chapel, 117 W. 72d 
St.. N. Y., Friday morning (18). 





SEYMOUR SIMONS 


Seymour Simons, 53, composer | 
of “All of Me,” “Honey,” “Breez- | 
ing Along With the Breeze,” and | 
other popular songs, died in De-! 


troit, Feb. 12. 
Simons, whose 
“Just Like a Gypsy, 
for Nora Bayes, wrote and pub- 
lished more than 300 songs. 
Educated at the University of 


first big hit, 


” 


WITH FOND 
MEMORIES 
OF 


Milton -J. 


Schmidt — 


FROM HIS 


CHICAGO FRIENDS 





Michigan, where he took an engi- 
neering course, Simons, while in 
college, composed several oper- 
ettas for undergraduate actors. 


After a brief experience in engi- | 


neering he made his professional 
debut as a musician at the Capitol 
theatre in Detroit, presenting a 
pianolog with the orchestra. 

In 1920 Miss Bayes, then her 
own manager, appeared in ‘Her 
Family Tree,’ with lyrics and 
music by Simons. He also com- 
posed “Ladies First” for the star, 
and several songs for “Elsie Janis 
and Her Gang.” 


With his own orchestra Simons | 


was on radio and in vaudeville 
for many years. 

Surviving are his wife and three 
children, 


CHRISTIAN BERARD 

Christian Berard, 46, artist, cos- 
tumer and one of the foremost 
Stage designers of the French 
theatre, died in Paris, Feb. 12. 

His stage settings, in which he 
Specialized, won wide praise for 
their taste and striking effects. He 
was a collaborator of Louis 
Jouvet, French actor-producer, and 





designed the latter’s productions of. 


“Ecole des Femmes” and “Don 
Juan.” 

He was active also in creating 
costumes and scenery for ballet 
and motion pictures. A close friend 
of Jean Cocteau, playwright and 
film producer, he was responsible 
for the costumes and settings in 
Bewntter's film “Beauty and the 


A specimen of Berard’s art as 


a stage designer is currently on | 


view in N. ¥., at the Belasco thea- 
tre, where 
chaillot” is being presented with 

€ settings and costumes which he 


| devoted all his life to music, and 


British production of “Charley’s | 
Aunt.” 

Prior to that Miss Caswell had 
appeared in support of Ellen Terry, | 
Sir Henry Irving and Lily Langtry. 





HORACE HORSNELL 
Horace Horsnell, 65, British nov- 
elist, playwright and critic, died 
directed the Westinghouse Air 1" London, Feb. 10. He was drama 
Brake Band until his retirement in Critic of The Observer, London, 
1941. He led the old 14th Regi- | from 1920 until his retirement be- 

ment and Grand Army Bands and | Cause of illness in 1945. 
played in various theatre orches-|_He also did drama criticism for 
tras in and around Pitttsburgh. |The Tattler. His novels included 
Nirella toured the country with “The Bankrupt, The Talking 


| home in that city Feb. 8. He had 








was written | 


“The Madwoman of 


John Duss’ Band and played un- Woman,” “Man Alone” and “Castle 
‘der such Symphony conductors as C°ttage. 

Emil Paur, Walter Damrosch, Vic- | 
|tor Herbert, William Mayer and| 
| Fritz Reiner. He was also a com-| 
| poser and a teacher of band music. 
'In addition to his wife and one son 





THOMAS 8S. SCOTT 
Thomas S. Scottt, 79, retired mo- 
tion picture theatre owner, died 
Jan. 29 at Jacksonville, Ill He 


land a daughter, he leaves a suffered a fractured hip when he 
\brother, Danny Nirella, also a fell from bed several weeks before 
veteran Pittsburgh bandleader. his death. ; 
Scott opened the first picture 
theatre in Jacksonville and later 





|. GIOVANNI ZENATELLO 

Giovanni Zenatello, 72 former 
operatic tenor and more recently | 
a singing teacher, died at his home | 
in New York, Feb. 11. 

Born in Verona, Italy, he studied 
| there for an operatic career. From 
| 1901 to 1903 he sang at the Scala 
|}in Milan and also at Covent Gar- 
| den, London. In 1907 he made his 
| American debut as leading tenor 

at the Metropolitan Opera House, | 
N. Y., and subsequently appeared , 
with the Boston Opera Co. for sev- | 
eral seasons. He won considerable | 
attention in the opera, “Otello.” 

| His wife, Maria Gay, also an 
opera singer, died in 1943. Sur- 


vived by a daughter. Survived by three brothers and 
DAVE POSNER 


a sister. 

Dave Posner, 81, former actor 7 
|and later a legit company manager, | Earl gg egg = gg isiad 
died in New York, Feb. 7. At time 5 died Feb. 9 in L 5 s a 
of death he was stage doorman at ppt 1g tee % rin ee Be 
Alvin theatre, N. Y. re Se Fes SS 

Starting out in burlesque at knife wound. Police are investi- 
Miner’s Bowery theatre, N. Y., gating. 
, when a youth, he ee | 
| peared in vaude and in several of | 
| Weber & Fields productions at the |,, Harry R. Shear, 28, manager of 
latter's N. Y. Music Hall. He later the Forest theatre, Cincinnati, 
|appeared in legit on the old Stair | ag ~ gl after a heart attack 
|& Havlin circuit and upon retir- |!" that city. 


built the Grand which he later sold 
to Fox. 





DR. FREDERICK LOOMIS 

Dr. Frederick Loomis, 78, author 
of “Paid in Full,” died Feb. 9 at 
his home in Piedmont, Cal. 

Recently Dr. Loomis served as 
technical adviser on the Hal Wal- 
lis production, “Bitter 
an adaptation of his novel. 





FRED BROWN 
Fred Brown, 55, who for years 
had been a member of the famous 
| Brown Bros. sax sextet, headliners 
vaudeville, died in Chicago, Feb. 











HARRY R. SHEAR- 


ing as an actor became a company | . . 
manager for A. H. Woods and other ,™other and three brothers. 


| producers. 
~ : : RICHARD SALKIN 
| Survived by three sisters. Richard Salkin, son of Dick Sal- 








ORY kin, manager of the Jackson Park 
il to former theatre, Chicago, died in that city, 


dancer and model, was burned to | 
| death in a fire in a motel near 
sor pent on a charred mattress been a wardrobe mistress for legit 
in her room, with investigation Productions for many years, died 
proving that a carelessly tossed | Minti’ she Lad kh 11. More re- 
— ee ee ae _ments for the Group Theatre pro- 
professional name after divorcing GUCtions and go en oy gy 
her husband, Carl Satzinger, three | ve :  waeppee. im 

e | God,” last year. Survived by a 
years ago, had appeared in several | daughter and granddaughter 
/productions at the late Earl Car- | ; 
roll’s restaurant-theatre in Holly- 
| wood. More recently she had been 


lling. 
modelling ists, died in New York, Feb. 9. 


EDWIN RAWLS HAMPTON | She leaves another son and two 
_ Edwin Rawls Hampton, 65, who daughters. 

had been a member of the staff of 
radio station WFAS, White Plains, 
N. Y., since 1940, died Feb. 7. | 
_ For several years, Hampton had , ; 
‘conducted a daily program known his home in St. Louis, Feb. 4. 

-as “The Philosopher” over WFAS. 

He was one of the pioneers of _ Father, 61, of legit actress 
‘broadcasting, and had been in Trescott Ripley, died Feb. 6 at La- 
radio since the mid-20’s. He at | Suna Beach, Cal. Wife. son and 
one time was a staff member at | another daughter also survive. 
WAHG (later WABC) and WAAT. 
For several years, his “Wise Man”, Karl Herlinger, 68, one of the 
series was broadcast over a na- ploneer makeup artists in the film 
tional network. industry, died Feb. 8 in Hollywood. 


FRED C. HUXLEY 

| Fred C, Huxley, 51, technical di- 
/rector at the Pasadena Playhouse 
‘for 31 years, died Feb. 8 of a heart 
| attack while lighting a dress re- 





Mrs. Nellie Miller, 76, who had 





Mother, 72, of Walter Gould, 
foreign manager for United Art- 











ber of the St. Louis Theatrical 
Brotherhood, Local No. 6, died at 

















Wife of Joe Grossman, company 
manager of touring “High Button 
Shoes,” died in Chicago, Feb. 12. 








Father of Dale Saunders, vocalist 


-hearsal for the theatre’s next with Tommy Carlyn’s band, died 
| production, “Gentleman From in Arnold, Pa., Feb. 7. 
' Athens.” | 











Once a vaudeville trouper, Hux- 
ley joined the Playhouse company 
‘after World War I and remained | 


Dietz Keynotes 





| number, but it definitely won't do 
more than its 30 of last year. This 
/number included six Tim Holt 
'westerns, which again will be 
turned out as a series. Included 
: |in the 24, without Holts, will be 
fact that he had registered the) from 10 to 15 A productions, with 


— Ran fmt ppaailip “oar Samuel Goldwyn and Walt Disney 





Popkin, Peskay 


L—am Continued from page 9 








Victory,” 


|, Survived by wife and daughter, | 


handled assign- | 


Peter Donovan, a veteran mem-. 


ca one day before Popkin did. Ar- 
bitrations were held under MPAA 
title bureau rules. 

Brown had planned to apply the 
title to an original yarn, while 
Popkin had bought a _ published 
story on the basis that it is inequi- 
table to allow a producer to hold 
rights to a title when, within a rea- 
sonable time after he registers it, 
a published work using that title 
comes out and another producer 
buys it. 
in the latter instance, the arbiters 
held, is the value of the title. 

Secondary principle in deciding 
the hassle was a standing MPPA 
rule that the disputants have a 
right to submit evidence showing 
work done and expenses incurred 
because of the title. 
obligated to consider this. In this 
instance, Brown introduced no evi- 
dence that anything had been done 


beyond registering the title, while | 


Popkin had a film ready for re- 
lease. 

In Paramount vs. Peskay, arbiters 
held that Par’s claim was remote. 
They drew the conclusion that in 


20 years the company had had more | 


than adequate opportunity to milk 
the film, and, since it was a silent, 


it had minor value at best. In ad- 
dition, Par showed no evidence | 
that it had another film in work | 


on which it was planning to use the 
title, while Peskay did. 


Arbiters in the first case were | 


Kenneth B. Umbreit, RKO; Will- 
iam Orr, Metro, and Murray J. 
Chikofsky, 20th-Fox. In the sec- 
ond they were Irving Moross, Co- 
lumbia; Albert Howson, Warner 
| Bros., and Orr. 























Continued from page 9 eee 


| 

two films more than were made in 
| 1947. 

| ..Company is starting off year in 
‘great shape. Five films already 
have gone before cameras since 
| Jan. 1, and either are finished or in 
| production. Eight more are slated 
ito roll during next six weeks. 
Republic, too, has 14 films in its 
backlog, ready for release. 

| Eagle Lion, which made 18 last 
| year, may spark this figure slight- 
ly in 1949, but in view of fact it 
has plenty of releases, company 
may take it easy and limit itself to 
| same number. At any rate, total of 
12 films now are lined up and are 
expected to hit cameras within 
next six months. Company resumes 
production activity late this month, 
when Bryan Foy puts pair in work 
‘on New York location. 


Outfit is particularly fortunate, 
though, in way of reteases. In addi- 
tion to four high-budgeters of its 
own, on backlog, company has 11 
David O. Selznick films for reissue 
and 12 new J. Arthur Rank pic- 
tures for release in this country. 
Company also has tiein with Equity 
Pictures, and will distribute an 
undetermined number of westerns 


fit. 


Columbia is still a heavy-sched- 
ule studio, but no more than last 
year, when 51 pictures were made. 
These include features, westerns, 
programmers and serials. Produc- 
tion office is planning another 51 
this year. Company is in good 
shape in matter of backlog with 
between 20 and 25 in the vaults. 

Writing mill at Warners is busy 
with 23 scripts, including ‘The 
Trial of Cardinal Mindszenty,” 














there constantly except for several ‘ 
trips east to handle lighting for es trem gees © eemee 
‘Walter Hampden productions. Sur- Metro’s fore!gn_ organization, 
viving is his son, Gene. |Rodgers explained. To complete 

, the exchange, number of men from 
MARVIN C. RISLEY the overseas field will come to the 

Marvin C. Rislev, 65, musician, U. S. to meet domestic wing execs. 
died in Seattle, Feb. 9. He had The plan recognizes the importance 
heen a member of the Seattle of thinking on a world-level for all 
Symphony for many years and also | businesses, Rodgers said, and fol- 
played with dance ae a - lows similar missions dispatched 
tle and elsewhere on the Coast. | overseas in 1946 and 1938. 

For some ele y ty i While the entire year will be cel- 
orchestra — _— i he “He a ebrated, Dietz declared, company 
aroun A ‘oe uae coer . was a Would level off on the week of 
life member of the Musicians JU"€ 24 when M-G will seek to 
union | play at least one pic in every the- 

Survived by wife, two sons, two 4tre in the U. S. Special anni 
‘sisters and two brothers. \brochure plus reams of publicity 

| material will go out to all editors 


HELEN CRESWELL and accounts. . : 
| Helen Creswell, 103, former pany will line up with a silver anni 











Prepared for the original produc-| British actress, died at her home record album. 


tion in Paris, 


j JOSEPH D. NIRELLA 
Joseph 


Pittsburgh 


D. Nirella, 73, veteran fore 
musician, gied at his created the role of the.aunt/inithe theyear. 1! 


‘in London, Feb. 7. She had ap- Dietz mentioned tremendous tie- 
peared in many productions in ups for “Little Women” with 147 
London over a span of 50 years be- different products as an example 
retirement. and in 


M-G-M Record com- | 


1892 of the big campaigns planned for 


latest addition to the production 
program. 
No Change At U-I 

Universal - International an- 
nounced its production plans for 
1949 last summer, and there is no 
change in sight. Total of 30 pic- 
tures then was announced, for 15- 
month period ending Dec. 31, 1949. 


Nine of these already have been 
completed and three are shooting, 
leaving a balance of 18 yet to go 
before cameras this year. Four 
more are skedded for lensing with- 
in next month. In its backlog, U 
has 12 films, plus nearly a dozen 
J. Arthur Rank films which it will 


distribute in western hemisphere. | 


Twentieth-Fox isn’t planning any 
uppance, either, on its production 


slate. Company will make approxi- | 


mately 24, equivalent to last year’s 
turnout, with its releases cut by 
its dropping of its B product from 
outside producers. ; 


RKO)stiil is in. doubt about -exact 


Part of the purchase price | 


Arbiters are | 


Studios Cagey | 


and action pictures from this out- 


each expected to supply two 
apiece. Balance of 24 will be made 
| up of company’s own programmers 
and other indie product. Studio 
| has backlog of 16 films. 

Screen Guild is planning a pro- 
gram of 21 pictures and Film 
| Classics probably will do between 





| 10 and 12. Warners, which will re- 


sume production after hiatus of 
several months, early in March, 
| doesn’t yet know what its picture 
| lineup will be. In any event, com- 
pany has 21 pictures in its back- 
log. 

United Artists’ activity will de- 
pend upon whether its producers 
can get proper financing. With 
| banks now requiring 100% guar- 
antee on their loans, indies are up 
against tough nut to crack. 

Lining up, however, are more 
than 20 indie productions from 
| UA producers, but how many actu- 
| ally will get away still remains to 
be seen. Naturally, some of these 
wiil go, but others probably will 
fall by the wayside. 





MARRIAGES 

Candy Toxton (Susan Perry) to 
Mel Torme, Feb. 12, Chicago. He’s 
a singer and film player; bride 
is a film actress. 

Helen Gilbert to Jdhn Stom- 
panto, Las Vegas, Feb. 10. Bride 
is an actress. 

Lynne Snow to Bill Leyden, En- 
senada, Mexico, Feb. 11. He's a 
disk jockey. 

Norah Adamson to Frederick W. 
Yardley, Simsbury, Conn.; Feb. 12. 
Bride is film editor of WBZ-TV, 
Boston. 
| Denise Briault to Jay Martin, 
Chicago, Feb. 8. He’s male lead 
in road “Finian’s Rainbow,” cur- 
rently at Shubert theatre, Chi; 
bride is French songstress. 
| Gilda G. Geltner to Donald G. 
|Schine, New York, Feb. 12. He's 
president of Darnell Theatre Co, 
|of Buffalo and son of Louis W. 
Schine, vice-president of Schine 
| Theatres chain. 
| Joanne Wright to Gordon Wil- 
| liamson, Washington, Feb. 11, He’s 
| producer-director for WTTG, Du- 
| Mont, television outlet in that city. 
| Sheila Chapman to _ Leonard 
| Rosner, New York, Feb. 6. Bride is 
daughter of Jules K. Chapman, 
| Film Classics assistant sales chief. 
|__ Carole Somers to John Cosgrove, 
|New York, Feb. 12. Bride, known 
professionally as Judy Somerside, 
is radio and legit actress; he’s a 
Stage director. 
| 


BIRTHS 


' Mr. and Mrs. Bud Hart, daugh- 
ter, New York, Jan. 21. Mother 
_is the daughter of the late Jack 
| Hodgdon, former Keith booker. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Malone, daugh- 
| ter, Chicago, Feb. 10. He’s fea- 
| tured in “Raze the Roof,” currently 
at the Great Northern, Chi. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wilson Wood, son, 
| Culver City, Cal. Father is a film 
| actor. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Irwin Steinberg, 
/ son, Chicago, Feb. 25. Father's 
,comptroller for Mercury Record 
Corp. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Jim Felix, daugh- 
;ter, Chicago, Feb. 8. Father is 
,engineer at WIND, Chi. 

; Mr. and Mrs. Jack Granara, 
|daughter, Hollywood, Feb. 5. 
| Father’s a flack at RKO. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Tommy King, son, 
| Pittsburgh, Feb. 3. Father's with 
/Tommy Carlyn band; mother is 








‘former Joan Bartholdi of “Ice- 
Capades.”’ 

| Mr. and Mrs. Harry Franklin, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, Feb. 7. 
Father’s wit Pittsburgh Sym- 
~Yhony Orch. 


Mr. and Mrs. Lou Adams, son, 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 2. Father man- 
ages Harlequin Lounge, Pitt. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Wampler, son, 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 8. Father’s on 
KQV staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Battison, 
son, Pittsburgh, Feb. 1. Father’s 
{an exhib and son of Andy Bat- 
tison, veteran Pitt theatre owner 
,and co-producer of “Citizen Saint.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard English, 
son, Hollywood, Feb. 11. Father is 
a screen writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Bern- 
hard, daughter, New York, Feb. 12. 
| Father is Film Classics’ assistant 
| foreign sales manager. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Blum, son, 
N. Y., Feb. 14. Child is grandson 
of Fred Meyers, Universal's east- 
(ern division sales manager. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Lutz, daugh- 
ter, Hollywood, Feb. 14. Father is 
of personal mgt. firm of Gable, 
Lutz & Heller; mother is former 
Irene Pillot, ex-see at Music Pub- 
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Wednesday, February 16, 1949 


“He Draws The 
Clientele That Spends” 


—Daily Variety, 


BRISSON 


OPENING 
Wedgwood Room 
WALDORF-ASTORIA, N. Y. 
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